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ADVERTISEMENT. 



CABINET OF AMERICAN fflSTORY. 

The author of the following volames proposes to 
pablish under this comprehensive title, a nill and 
particular history of America, divided into parts, 
each of which will have an integral form, but ma- 
kiiifi; together a continuous whole. Each portion 
will contain a popular description of the ^ologj, 
climate, and productions, witn the civil historj of 
tfie country to which it relates. 

Four volumes have now been published on this 
plan. The two first embraces tne discoveries of 
Columbus and his cotemporaries, in America, prior 
to the jear 1520, at which period the three great 
portions of America were made known to Europe; 
the two last comprise the ancient history of Mexi- 
co, wiUi the interesting and extraordinary story of 
its conquest. A fifth volume, now in preparation, 
and speedily to be published, will contain the His- 
tory of Modern Mexico, under Spanish administra- 
tion, with an account of its struggle for Indepen- 
dence, and of the vicissitudes wmch the republic 
has undergone. 

In prosecution of the subject, existing political 
divisions will be pursued; but a succinct nistory of 
the changes in the dominion of each will be given; 
and, where due regard for unity in the narrative 
does not forbid, the chronol(^cal order will be 
preserved. Thus, it is proposed to tre^t Peru, 
Chili, Central America, Bolivia, the United Pro- 
vinces of La Plata, Brazil, the States of Columbia, 
the Independent Nations of South America, Rus- 
sian, British, Spanish, French, Danish and Dutch 
America, and the United States of North America, 
a2 



RECOMMENDATIONS. 

Under the last division, a separate volume will be 
appropriated to each State, whose story may re- 
quire it. 

A survey having been thus made of the whole 
Western Hemisphere, the concluding part of the 
work will contain the History of the Indian races, 
particularly those of the Northern continent; with 
a critical examination of the theories relating to 
the original peopling of America* 

ThefoUorudng recommendations have been selected from many 
faro&arable notices of the first volumes of this -work. 

We have had on onr tabic for some days, two new volumes, that are 
specially entitled to public ixDtice; we refer to volumes first and second 
of the History of America, which has been undertaken by Thomas F. 
Gordon, Esq. of this City. This gentleman is advantageously known 
by a History of Pennsylvania, and will not suffer in reputation by the 
present account of the Spanisn Discoveries, prior to 1520. Mr. Oordok 
writes rapidly and welh lie is an indefatigable enquirer; he will be ini> 
partial and fkithful to his enterprize. National Oaxette, 

Mr. Gordon's plan is extoisive; and the portion of it embraced in the 
above volumes, appears to be verv well executed. The work is an im- 
portant and interesting one, and the labours of Mr. Gocdon des^ve 
ample encouragement, nnm our reading public. CraJUnuau 

The work is interesting, and calculated to become a valuable aetiui- 
sition to our libraries. Portland Evening Jldoertittr, 

A work of this character compiled with a scrupulous regard to facts, 
as doubtless this will be, requires no recommendatory notice. Its us^ 
fulness is written in its title page; and the increasing desire for histori- 
cal knowledge, is a gfuarantee that the perusal of these volumes will be 
as extensive and general as die knowledge of their existence. 

National JournaU 

The present design is very comprehensive, and will embrace every 
material historical period, and describe each part of the continent, ac- 
cording to the extent of the subject. The volumes just published nar- 
rate the history of its discovery.— This part of the subject is ftiU of cn- 
i^ious adventure, and entertaining general description. The s^e is 
neat and clear. The arrangement of the work is such, that the succes- 
sive volumes, though forming a comprehensive whole, are complete in 
themselves, and may, therefore, be selected ftom the rest, according to 
Ae taste of the reader or purchaser. 

The publication of this series of volumes, by Carey and Lea, is one of 
the most important literary undertakings that has been yet attempted, 
among the various « Libraries," now in course of publication in Eoh 
gland or this country. 

The volumes before us, relate endrely to the early Spanish discovetiei, 
and pass creditably over the same ground, that has lately been so gncer 
lUlly trodden by the elegant author of the Sketch Book. They appear 
to embrace a greater quantity of information relating to thote regftns, 
within a small compass, than any work upon the subject we h»re mat 
with, and are written in a neat and unaffected sQrIe. 

New FofiK; Jmerieaiu 
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PREFACE 

So much of the following volumes as relates to 
the ancient histor;^ of Mexico, will prove new to 
most readers of this country. For, althoush a trans- 
lation of the work of the Abo^ Clavigero, mm which 
the matter is chiefly drawn, was published in London 
in 1 787, and republished in Pluladelphia, some twen- 

S years since, it was in form and volume, too lai^ge 
r popular use, and is conse<}uently to be found 
onlj in our lai^r public libraries. To the work of 
Dr. Robertson, the public owes almost all its knowl- 
edge of the verj interesting country of which we 
now treat; but, that work^ as we have in our prece- 
ding volume remarked, abounds in misrepresenta- 
tions, is very defective in detail, and labours to 
cast doubts on the power, civilization and arts of 
the Mexican States. Indeed, one of the principal 
inducements of Clavigero for undertaking his histo- 
ry, was to correct the errors and supply the omis- 
sions of the celebrated English historian. 

As we have made the labours of the Abb^ the 
basis of our own, it will be proper to notice the 
claims which the first have to credit and respect 
The Abb^ D. Francisco Saverio Clavigero was 
born in Vera Cruz, and resided nearly forty years 
in the kingdom of New Spain. He was intimately 
acquainted with the language of the Mexicans, and 
other nations of Anahuac, through which, he was 
enabled to study, advantageously, their traditions, 
their historical paintings and other monuments of 
antiquity. To these advantages, he added much 
general learning, great liberality of sentiment, and 
a familiar acquaintance with every author on Ame- 
rica who had preceded him. His zeal was anient: 
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and if it aometimes led him into intemperate ex- 

gressions when reviewing the works of those who 
ad maligned his country, the patriotism that 
prompted him must serve to redeem the fault. 
His work is written with great care and accuracy^ 
and an earnest desire to pamt truly, all that he de- 
scribes, pervades it. He has brought together all 
the scattered rays of light, visible at the period in 
which he wrote, and has given the most minute and 
comprehensive account of the manners, customs, 
reli^on^ policy, literature and antiquities of his 
ancient countrymen. He wrote, too, as an Ame- 
rican, freed from that influence which makes the 
Spanish writers, generally, the slavish panegyrists 
ot their kings and their heroes. As his work re- 
vealed many things, of which Europe and the learned 
world were generally ignorant, and particularly as 
he found it necessarv to contradict and expose the 
statements of several distinguished writers, he pub- 
lished a catalogue raisonnS of the authors on wnom 
he relied, from which, we have taken for the Ap- 
pendix of our fourth volume, a copious extract. 

Although we have relied with lull confidence on 
the work of the Abb^, we have not neglected to ex- 
amine such of the authorities he has cited, as were 
accessible to us; and from a comparison of his 
statements with those of Acosta, Garcia, Bemal Diaz, 
Herrera, and other writers, we feel assured that he 
justly merits the praise he most coveted, that of 
strict fidelity. We have extracted from his history, 
we believe, all the important facts connected with 
our subject, and we have thrown such additional 
light upon them as later writers could afford; espe- 
cially such as might be derived from the Geo- 
graphical, Historical, and Archaiological illustra- 
tions of M. de Humboldt. 

We have embellished our work with twenty-four 
engraved pages which will give to the reader more 



'PREFACE. VIX 

satisfactory ideas of the curious animals and plants, 
of the temples, arts, forms, costumes, and picture 
writing of Anahuac than could be conveyed by any 
other mode of description. 

The succeeding volume, which will be speedily 

£ut to press, wul contain the history of Modem 
f exico, through all its changes to the present peri- 
od; including an account, of the Spanish civil and 
commercial polity, of the discovery and product of 
the mines, and oi the progress of revolutionary prin- 
ciples and events; toother with a view of the agri- 
cultural and mercantile capabilities of a country, 
which it is supposed, may become at no distant day 
an important rival of the United States. 
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CHAPTER L 



I. Gtojp'aphiealdeseriptionof ancient Mexico. 
1. General limits, name. 2. Chitfdivisiani. 
3. Description of the Kingdom, ofMichuct- 
can. 4. OjTlacopan. 5. Of ^colhuacan. 6. 
O/Tlascala. 7. Of Mexico proper. Inland 
provinces. Maritime provinces. .... II. Gene- 
ral view of the countries included in tkt 
Vice Boy ally of New Spain. 1. Plateau 
of New Spatn. 2. Ban^e of the CordiUercL 
3. Height of the principal mountains. 4. 
Geological structure of the Cordillera nf 
New Spain. 5. Volcanoes. 6. Minerals. 
7. Bivers and Lakes. 8. Sea Coasts....l]JL 
Climates of New Spain. 1. Tierras Ca^ 
lientes, or Hot Zone. 2. Tierras Templa- 
des, or Temperate Zkme. 3. Tierras Frias^ 
or Frigid Zone. 4. Seasons. 

L 1. The Mexican Empire, in its ereatett ex- 
tent, immediately preceding the Spanish conquest, 
stretched westwara from the Atlantic to the Padific 
ocean, and from the 14° to the 9,V* of nordiem Uti- 
tudes. This extensive tract was called bj the na- 
tiyes Anahunc; a name ori^nall^ grren to the Yale 
of Mexico, odIt, because its principal cities were 
situated on small islands and on the borders of lakesi 
B 
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the word Anahuae^ signifying mar to the water; 
and thence was derived the name Anahuatlaca or 
JSTahuatlaca^ by which the semi-civilized nations 
occupying the banks of the Mexican lake have been 
known. . 

2. This vast country was then divided, into the 
kingdoms of Mexico^ Jlcolhxiacan, Tlacopan^ and 
Michuacan; the republics of Tlaxcallan^ Cholol- 
Ian and Huexotxincoj and several other distinct 
but inferior states. 

3. The Kingdom of.Michuacan, the westernmost 
division, was bounded on the east and south, by 
Mexico, on the north, by the country of the Chi- 
chemecas, and other barbarous nations, and on fh^ 
west, by lake Chapallan, some independent states, 
and the Pacific. The country was pleasant^ rich 
and populous; and possessed several considerable 
cities; the capital Tzintxuntzan^ called by the 
Mexicans Huitzitzilla which was situated on the 
eastern shore of the beautiful lake; Pazcuaro, 
Tiripitio^Zacapu^ and Tarecuato, 

4. The Idnsdom of Tlaeopan situated between 
Mexico and Michuacan, was of small extent, com- 
prehending a few cities of the Tepaneca nation, 
and the villages of the Mazahui, on the mountains 
west of the v ale of Mexico. The capital, which 
gave its name to the kingdom, lay on the western 
border of the lake of Tezcuco, four miles west 
from that of Mexico. 

5. The kingdom of Acolhuacan the most ancient, 
and at one time, the most extensive of the Mexican 
states, was bounded on the east by the republic of 
Tlaxcallan; on the south by the province of Chalco 
belonging to Mexico; on the north by the country 
ef the l£uixtecas; and on the west by Mexico and 
the lake Tezcuco. Its length, from south to north, 
was little more than two hundred miles, and its' 
greatest breadth did not exceed mij. It Was 
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studded with large cities and coYered bj a numenms 
population. Its capital Tezcuco, on the eastern 
Dank of the lake, fifteen miles east of that of Mexi- 
co, "was justlj celebrated, not less for its antiquity 
and grandeur, than for the polish and civilization 
of its inhabitants. The cities of Huexotla^ Coat^ 
Uchan and Atenco were so nearly adjacent, that 
they appeared like its suburbs: Oiompmi^ JScolman 
ana Tepepolco^ were also considerable cities of 
this kinedom.* 

6» The celebrated republic of Tlaxcallan or 
Tlascala was bounded on the west bj the kingdom 
of Acolhuacan, on tlie south by the republics Cho- 
loUan and Huexotzinco, and by the state of Tepe- 
jacac, belonging to the crown of Mexico, whose 
proyinces also covered it on the north and east. Its 
length did not reach fifty miles, nor its breads 
more than thirty. The chief city Tlascala was 
buUt on the side of the great mountain Mattalcuefft^ 
about seventy miles eastward of the city of Mexico. 

7. The kingdom of Mexico, although the most 
modem, was far greater than all the other men* 
tioned states taken together. It extended on the 
south and south-west to the Pacific Oceans to- 
wards the south-east to Guatemala; on the east to 
the g:ulph of Mexico, on the west to the dominions 
of Tlacopan and Michuacan; and on the north and 
north-west to the country of the Huaxtecas and the 
barbarous Chichemecas.t 

* The Spaniards have altered the Mexican names and adapted 
them to their own langnagc, saying, Tacuba, Oculma, Otumaba, 
Guaxata,Tepeaca, Guataraala, Chural)Usco,&c. in place of Tlaod- 
paii, Acolman, Otompan, lliicxotla, Te])ejacae, Quauhteroallan, 
and Huitzllopochco, for the purpose of facilitating the pronunci%- 
tion. 

t De Solis, and other Spanish, French and English writers, 
give a greater extent to the kingdom of Mexico. Dr. Robertson 
sav.s that Uie territories of Tezcuco, and Tacuba, were scarce 
iiderior to those of Mexico proper: but his statement in this 
respect, is according to Clavigero, erroneous. 



r 



4 HISTOBT OF 

Of this extensive countrr, the Vale of Meiica, 
girded b^ beautiful and verdant mountains, whose 
circumference, at the base, exceeded one hundred 
and twentj miles, was the most fruitful and popu- 
lous district. A part of the vale is covered by 
two lakes, 'm circumference 90 miles, divided bj 
the peninsula Itztapalapan, but, which communi' 
cste with each other by a canal; the upper one 
called Chaico of sweet, apd the lower one, jlWeuco, 
of brackish water. In the latter, the ci^ of Mexi- 
co, the most renowned of the new world, was, like 
Venice, built on aeveral amall islands, in 19° 25' 
45" north latitude, and 101° 25' ao"* west longi- 
tude from Paiia. Next to the royal cities of Mexi- 
co, Acolhuacan and Tlacopan, Xochomiko, Chaico, 
Itxtapalapan and Quauktitlan, were most distin- 
guished. Beside meae, there were forty eminent 
towns, and many villages and hamlets in this de- 
li|i;htful vale. The sitea of all these cities are yet 
discoverable, but many of tliem are in ruins, and 
none retain a twentiem part of their former great- 



kingdom were those of the Otomies t , 

fheT/a/njicnsand the C'oAuia:cns on the south; /(i- 
ocon, Jauktepee, ^uauhqueehollan, JIt.lixco, Tehu- 
acan, JUixlecas, Zapolecas, and Chiapaneeas on 
the south-east; Tepejacac, Fopolocaa and Totona- 
cas on the east. 

The maritime provinces were Coatxacualeo and 



Caetlaehtlan, called by the Spaniards Colasta, i 
the Mexican gulph; CoUman, Zacatollan, Toto- 
tepee, Tecuantepec and Xocoiiocho on the Pacific 
Ocean. 

The province of the Otomies commenced in the 
northern part of the Vale of Meiico, and extended 
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northward, through the mountains, a distance of 
ninety miles from its capital. Tollan now TulOj 
and Xilotepec become its metropolis since the Span- 
ish conquest, were its chief cities. Between the 
northern settlements of this nation and new Mexi- 
co, the country, more than a thousand miles in ex- 
tent, was occupied by barbarous Nomades, who 
acknowledged no sovereign. 

The province of JUatlatxincas, comprehending 
the yalley of Tolocan, stretched thence to l^axim- 
aloyan^ (now Taximarooj) the frontier of the king- 
dom ot Michuacan. The fertile yalley of Tolocan 
is forty miles long, and thirty in breadth, where it 
is broadest The city of the same name, the chief 
town of the province, is situated at the foot of a 
high mountainjperpetually covered with snow, thirty 
mues distant from Mexico. The other portions of 
the valley were inhabited, pjartly, by the Matlatzin- 
cas, and partly, by the Otomies. In the neighbouring 
mountains, were the states of Xalatlauhco, Tzont" 
pahuacan and Malinalco; at a short distance to the 
eastward of the valley the state of Ocuillanj and 
to the westward, those of Tozantia and Zoltepec, 

The Cuitlatecas inhabited a country which ex^ 
tended more than two hundred miles, from the 
north-west to the south-east, from the kingdom of 
Michuacan to the Pacific Ocean. Their capital, 
Mexcaltepec upon the coast, was a lar^e and popu* 
lous city, whose ruins, are now scarcely visible. 

The province of Tlahuicas commenced at the 
southern mountains of the Mexican vale, and ex- 
tended southward sixty miles. Its chief town 
QuauhnahuaCf (now Cuernabaca,) is forty miles 
from Mexico. 

The great district of Cohuixcas, was bounded 

northward by the Matlatzincas and Tlahuicasi 

westward by Cuitlatecasj eastward by Jopi Mid 

Mixtecas, and southward by the Pacific Ocean, in- 

B 2 
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eluding that part of the coast on which the port 
and city of Acapulco now lie. It comprehended the 
several states of Txompanco, Chilapan, Ttapan 
and Teoitxitla. Tlaeho, celebrated for its silver 
tnines, lay on its hordei^. 

MixUta^an reached, from ^coilan distant 120 
milpB south-east of Mciico, to tlie Pacific; and con- 
tained several populous and commercial towns. 
Eastward lay the country of the Zapotecas, bo 
called from their capital Teotznpottan; in which 
was the valley of Huaxyacac, pronounced by the 
Spaniards Oaxaca or Guaxaca. Tlie city of the 
same name, was after the conquest, constituted a 
bishopric and, the valley a marquisate in favour of 
tile conqueror Cortes, 

Northward of the Mixtecas was tlie province of 
Maxallan: And to the northward and eastward 
of the Zapoteca was Chinantla, with their capitals 
of the same names; whence their inliabitants were 
called JUaxatecas and Chittatitecas. Tlie provinces 
of tlie Chiapanecas, Tatjui and ^uelent, were the 
last of the Mexican empire, towards tlie aouth-east. 
The principal cities of^ the Chiapanecas were To- 
ehiapati, (called by the Spaniarda Chiapa de Jndios) 
Toehlla,CkamoUaatiA Tziuacantla^ nfiheZogui, 
Tecpantla; and of the Quelini, Teopixca. Upon 
the side and around the famous mountain Popocat- 
ejKc which is thirty-three miles distant soufli-east 
from Mexico, were the great states ^maquemecav, 
Tepotztan, Janhtepgc, HuaxUpec, Chietlctn, Ilx- 
ocan, .Scapetlayoccan, QuaiihqwchoUav, Mixco, 
CholoUan and Huexofzinco. The two last were 
the most considerable; and having by the assistance 
of their neighbours the Tlascalans shaken off the 
Mesican yoke, they re-established their former 
government, which was aristocratical. CholoUan, 
or Cholula and HuexotzJnco, were the largest and 
moat populous cities of all tliat country. The Cho- 
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lalans possessed a small hamlet called CuUkuceoa'- 
pan^ in the place, where, afterwards, Ihe Spaniards 
founded the city of Angelopoli, which is the second 
of new Spain,* 

On the east of Cholula were the states of Tepej* 
acac, and Popolocas whose principal cities were 
Tecamaehalco, and ^uicholae. Southward of tiie 
Popoloca? lay the district of T^uacan, bordering 
on the countiy of the Mixtecas^ eastward the ma- 
ritime province of CuetlachtUm; and northward the 
Totonaeas. This great province, the last in that 
part of the empire, extended an hundred and fiftj 
miles, from the frontier of 2kLcatlan^ a dependency 
of Mexico, about eighty miles from the coast, to 
the gulph of Mexico. Besides the capital Mixqui" 
huacartf it possessed the beautiful city of C9li«mpo- 
alian upon the coast of the gulph, which was the 
first city of the empire entered by the Spaniards. 

Of the provinces on the Pacific Ocean, the nortii- 
ernmost was Oo/tman, whose capital of the same 
nane lay in 19° north latitude. Next, southward 
in successive order, were Zacatolan, with its capital 
also so called; Cuitlatecas and Cohuixcas; in the 
last of which was the port of Acapulco, celebrated 
in latter times for its commerce with the Phillip- 
pine islands^ Jopi$ Mixtecas, at present Xicayan; 
Tecuantepec; and lastly Xoconochco. The city of 
Tecuantepec, from which the state derived its name 
was situated on a beautiful little island, formed by 
a river, two miles from the sea. The province of 
Xoconochco, the most southerly of the empire was 
bounded on the east and south-east by the country 
of Xochitepec, which did not belong to the crown 
of Mexico; on the west by that of Tecuantepec; 
and on the south by the ocean; on which, lay Ao- 

* The Spaniaids say Tustia, Mecameca, Izuoar, Atriseo, and 
Quechula, in the place of TochUan, Amaquemecan, Itzocan, 
Atlixco and Qaech(Mac. 
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conochco its metropolis, situated between two rivera 
in the 14° of iiortliern latitude. 

The province of Totonacas extended to the 
gulph of Mexico; south of which were Cuetlach- 
tlan and Coatxaeualco; the laHt was bounded on 
the east by the vaat country of Onohualco, under 
^riiich name the Mexicans comprehended tlie states 
of Tabasco and the peninsula of Yucatan, which 
vere not subject to their dominion. Besides the 
capital, also called Coatzacualco, there were other 
peopled places, amongwhich Painalla was remarka- 
ble, as the birth place of the famous Malintzin, or 
Maria, the mietrcaa and interpreter uf Cortes, one 
of the mostpowerful instruments in the coni^uest of 
Mexico. Tne province of Cuetlactlan, wluch liad 
a capital of the same name, included the coast be- 
tween the rivers Alvarado and Antigua. On that 
part of it, called by the natiTea Chalchictiecan lie 
the port and city of Vera Cruz, the most renowned 
in new Spain. 

Solis has stated erroneously that the empire of 
Montezuma extended from Panama to new Cali- 
fornia; but according to Clavigero and M. de Hum- 
boldt, his kingdom was bounded towards the east- 
ern coast by the river of Guasacula and Tuspan, 
and towards the western coast by the plains of Xo- 
conusco and (he port of Zacatula. Thus including 
only the Spanish intendencies of Vera Cruz, Oax- 
aca, Xia Puebia, Mexico and Valadolid. 

II. 1. In the foregoing description we have con- 
fined ourselves to those countries which formed a 
part of, or were adjacent to, tlie empire of Mexico 
at the period of the conquest. Perspicuity renuires 
that our geographical notices should be extenaed to 
other diatrictB which have since been included un- 
der the Viceroyalty of new Spain. Of this exten- 
sive surface, two thirds are situated under the tem- 
perate, and the remainder under the torrid zone. 
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Nevtftbelessy from various causes, three fifths of 
the portion under the torrid zone enjoy a cold, or 
moderate temperature. The whole mterior of the 
Yiceroyally ot Mexico, especiallj of the countries 
formerij denominated Anahuac, and Mechuacan, 
and probablj the whole of new Biscay forms one 
immense devated plateau; from 6500 ,to 8200 feet 
above the level of the neighbouring seas; while in 
Eoropey the elevated lands yAdck nave the appear- 
ance of idains, such as the plateaux of Auverene, 
Switaterland and Spain, do not rise hi^er than m>m 
1300 to 2600 feet above the ocean.* 

The chain of mountains forming the plateau of 
Mexico is the same which under the name of the 
Aiides traverses the whole of southern America. 
When examined, nevertheless, in a physico-geo- 
graphical view, it dififers much on the north and 
south of the e(|uator. In the southern hemisphere 
the Cwdillera is every where cleft by crevices void 
of heterogenous substances. The elevated plains, 
as in the kingdom of Quito, and the parish of Pas- 
tes, must be considered as highlongi^dinal valleys 
bounded by two branches of the great Cordillera of 
the Andes. In Mexico, the ridee of the mountains 
itself constitutes the plateau. In Peru the most 
elevated summits form the crest of the Andes; 
whilst in Mexico such peaks become less colossal 
in their dimensions, yet rising to sixteen or seven- 
teen thousand feet, are scattered over the plateau 
arranged in lines, which have no parallelism with 
the general direction of tlie Cordillera. Peru and 
new Granada contain transverse valleys, whose 
depth sometimes of 4800 feet, prevent travelling 
in any other manner than on horseback, or on foot; 
but in new Spain, carriages roll ¥rithout obstruction 

* Humboldt's New Spaio, 1. book l.c.d. Malte Bnm« Geog. 
book 83. 
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from the city of Meiico, to Santa Fe, a distance 
of live hundred leacuea." 

The table land oT Mexico is in general so little 
interrupted by valleys, and has a declivity bo gen- 
tle, that as fiir as the city of Durango, in new Bis- 
cay, 140 leagues from Mexico, the surface is con- 
tinually elevated from 5570 to 8850 feet above 
the level of the ocean. This is equal to the height 
of Mount Cenia, SL Gothard, or the Great St Ber- 
nard; and the length of this plain comprehended 
between latitudes 18° and 40° is equal to the mcri- 
dianai distance of Lyons from the ^picof Cancer, 
which crosses the great desert of Atiica, It de- 
clines towards the north, contrary to the direction 
of the rivers. Tliis estraordinary fact might be 
deemed incredible, were it not established oy the 
observation of the learned and accurate Humboldtt 
We must take for granted therefore, that the 
mountains to the north of Santa Fe, rise abruptly 
to form the elevated ridges and table land, from 
which the Missouri and its tributary streams des- 
cend.J 

Of the four plateaus which surround the capital 
of Mexico, the first, comprehending the valley of 
Toluca, is 8530 feet in*height| the second, or the 
valley of Tenochtitlan, ia 7460 feet; the third, op 
the valley of Actopan, 6553 feet; and the fourth^ 
nr the valley of litla 3343 feet. These basins dif- 
fer as much from each other in climate, as in ele- 
vation; and each is adapted to a different species of 
cultivation; the last producing the sugar cane; the 
third, cotton; the second, wheat; and the first, 
plan^tions of the Agaves, which may be considerea 
the' vineyards of the Aztec Indians. § 

This configuration of the surface singularly fa- 
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▼ours the convejance of merchandize bj roads and 
canals; but opposes great difficultiea to the c<Hnma- 
nication between the interior and the coast; the 
former, rising from the sea in the form of a rampart, 
everywhere presents an enormous difference of 
leyel, and of temperature. The southern decliyitj, 
more especially, is rapid, and of difficult access. 
We trayel from the capital towards Vera Cruz, 
sixty nautical leagues before we meet with a valley 
whose bottom is lower than 3281 feet above the level 
of the sea; from this point the remainder of the 
road is a continued and painful descent The 
Asiatic road differs, much trom the European. On 
our way to Acapulco on the South Sea, we reach 
the temperate regions in less than seventeen leagues, 
and for the space of seventy-two leagues, the dis- 
tance in a strai^t line from Mexico to that port, we 
continually ascend and descend, and as ofteA 
change a cold for an excessively hot climate.* 

d. The Cordillera of the Andes which traverses 
the Isthmus of Darien, at one time approaches the 
Pacifiic Ocean, at another, the coasts of the gulph 
of Mexico. In Guatimala its crests, bristling with 
volcanic cones, stretch along the western coast from 
the lake of Nicaragua to the bay of Tehuantepec; 
but in the province of Oaxaca, between the sources 
of the rivers Chimalapa, and Quatemalco, it occu- 
pies the centre of the Mexican Isthmus. Between 
the 185° and 21° of latitude in the former inten- 
dencies of La Puebla and Mexico, from Mixteca 
to the mines of Zimapan, it runs south and north, 
and approaches the eastern coast. 

3. in this part of the great plain of Anahuac, 
between the capital of Mexico and the small towns 
of Xalappa and Cordova, a group of mountains ap- 
pears, which rivals the most elevated summits, of 

• Humboldt, N. S. book 1. e. 3. 
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the new Continent. Four of the principal ones have 
been measured by Baron Humboldt Popocatepetl, 
or smoking mountain, called by the Spaniards, the 
great vokano, is 17.968 feet in height; the Iztacci- 
huatl, tlie white woman, or the Sierra Nevada 
is 16.000 feet; the Citlaltepetl, or Starry moun- 
tain otherwise called the Peak of Orizaba, ii 
17.697 feet; and the Nauhcampatepetl ot Coffre 
de Perote ib 13.633 feet» 

Northward of the 19th parallel, near the cele- 
brated mines of Zimapan and Doctor in the late 
inte'ndency of Mexico , the Cordillera takes the 
Spanish name of Sierra Madre and the Mexican 
Tepe-Suenne. Thence it tends north-west, to- 
wards the towns of San Miguel-el-Grande and 
Guanaxuato. North of the last, considered the 
Potoai of Mexico, it expands to an extraordinary 
breadth; and divides itself into three branches. 
The eastemmost one proceeds towards Charcas and 
Real de Catorce to lose itself in the late kingdom 
ol" Leon. The weBtern branch occupies a. part of 
Guadalaxara; sinking rapidly from Bolanos and 
extending itself by Culiacan and Aiispe into the 
intendency of Sonora, as far as the borders of tlie 
Rio-Gila. Under tJie 30° of latitude it rises again 
in Tarahumara, near the gulph of Califoniia, where 
it forms the mountains of Pnmeria Alta, celebrated 
for their extensive washes of gold. The third 

• HumliolJt N. 8. book 1. o. 3. Malte Bran Gcoj. book US. 

Molte Bran relies on his authorily, but variua from bim mueb. 
And Ihe Engliab Iranalalors of Ibpse BUthora, differ coniidfrably 
inlheredactioiis of the French to tha English meamire. Mr. 
Poinsett, (nolo on Mexico, p. 34. )give» Ihe height of the Coffre 
de Perote at 7719 feet shore the Dceun. Tiiia must be no error, 

trvhablT of the preia, for wehnTo seen, thHtAceordinstoHuro- 
oldt, Ihc tablf land ou which it resU, h W losil SS70 feet uboTa 
Uie KS. Cniitain Bonnjcasae BUtea the lieight of this moiU»- 
tnin at 13.514 feet, and the cily of Mexico at 7470 feet. 
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branch which is the central chain of Ihe Mexican 
Andes, covers the whole extent of ^e late intend- 
ency of Zacatecas; and mar be traced throorii 
Durango and Parral in new biacaj, as fiur aa the 
Sierra de loa JkRmbres to the west of Rio-Grande 
del Norte; thence it traverses new Mexico and 
joins the mountains Lizs Ortuttaa and the Sierra 
Verde. 

4. The Granite which forms, in this Cordillera 
as every where else, ihe lowest stratum, appears at 
the sumce in ihe little chain that borders the Pa- 
cific Ocean, and which on the side of •^capuleo, 
is separated from the mass of hi|^ country by the 
valley of Feligrino. The beautiful port of Aca- 
pulco is excavated by the hand of nature from gra- 
nite rocks. The same rock forms the mountains 
of Mixteca and of Zapateca in Oaxaca. The cen- 
tral plateau of Anahuac appears like an enormous 
dike of pmphvritic rocks, which contain immense 
deposits of gold and silver. Basalt, amygdaloid, 
trap, gypsum and primitive limestone, form the pre- 
dominant rocks. The strata succeed each other in 
the same order as in Europe, except, that syenite 
alternates with serpentine. The secondary rocks 
also resemble those of European countries; but 
hitherto no considerable beds of rock salt or coal 
have been discovered in the plateau of Mexico; 
while these sub8tances,especially the former,appear 
in msX abundance to the north of the gulph of 
Califomia near the Lake Timpanogos.* 

The porphyry of the Sierra de Santa Rosa ap- 
pears in gigantic masses which assume extraordi- 
nary shapes, like ruined walls and bastions. The 
masses that seem to have been thus hewn with 
the pick-axe and elevated 1000 or 1300 feet, are 
called in the country buffa. Enormous balls, con- 

* Humboldt Mex. B. 3. p. 134. Malte Bnm's Geog. lib. 83. 

c 
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t^ned in concentric beds, reat on isolated rocks. 
These porphyries give the environs of the town of 
Guanaxuato a singularly romantic aspect The 
porphyritic rock, of Maman chela, known in the 
country by the nameofioff Organosde Jictoparu 
rises to Tiew in the horizon like an old tower, of 
which the shattered base has become narrower than 
tiie summit The porphyritlc trapa in columns, 
which terminate the mountains of Jacal and O^a- 
mel, are crowned with pine and oak trees which 
add picturesque gracefulness to this imposing sight 
From these mountains the ancient Mexicans obtain- 
ed the Ilzli or Obsidian, of which they formed their 
edged instruments.* 

The Coffe de Perote is a porphjritic mountain, 
elevated 13.633 feet above the level of the sea, and 
represents an ancient sarcophagus surmounted by 
a pyramid at one of its extremities. The basalts of 
La Regla, of which the prismatic columns an hun- 
dred feet high, have their central parts harder than 
the rest, form the native decorations of a beautiful 
cascade.! 

5. The inhabitants of Mexico scarce look upon 
volcanoes as curiosities; they are so familiar with 
the effects of these colossal furnaces. Almost all 
the summits of the American Cordilleras contain 
craters. That of Mount Popocatepetl is said to be half 
a league in circumference, but at present is inacces- 
sible. The Ori2.aba ia also a volcano, fW)m which 

■ Humboldt'i Rcaeardiea, Mulle flrun.lib. 83. 

The Itili 19 known in South America, under (he imme of 
Pietrs del GalioazKo. It is iseertHl br M. M. Caylua, and 
Bomare to be the obsidioiiti, of which the uicieatB nuile their 
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in 1545 an irruption took plice, after irliich the 
mountain continued burning for twenty years. It 
has received from the Indians the name of the Starry 
Mountain, on account of the luminous ezhalationa 
-which rise from its crater and play around llie 
sunmiit covered with eternal snows. The sides 
of these colossal cones adorned with magnifi* 
cent forests of cedar and pne are no loiter over- 
whelmed bv eruptions, nor furrowed with torrents 
of burning lava. Nor do currents of lava, properly 
so called, abound in Mexico. Nevertheless on the 
14th of September 1759, the plain of Jorulla, on 
the shores of the Pacific Ocean, was the scene €i 
one of the most tremendous e^qplosions ever witness- 
ed on the face of the globe.* In a nn^e ni^t, a 
volcano of 1494 feet in hei^t, rose from the plain, 
surrounded b^ more than 2000 apertures, which 
continue to emit smoke at the present day. Messnk 
Humboldt and Bonpland descended into the bom- 
ing crater of the great volcano, not less than S58 
feet in perpendicular depth, leaping over crevices 
virVnch ei^baled sulphuretted hydrogen in a state of 
inflammation. Alter many dangers, on account rf 
the fragility of the basaltic and syenitic lava, tiiey 
reached almost the bottom of the crater, where the 
air was in an extraordinary degree surcharged witii 
carbonic acid.t 

• Midte Bnm Geo. Ub. 83. 1. Humboldt N. S. Ub. 1. e. S. 

t The Tariation of the most respectable authors in dates and 
facts, is always perplexine and frequently provoking. Clayieero 
says, that the eruption oi Juniyo, (JoruUa,) was on the 29th of 
September, 1760, and that previous to that day the site of the 
present mountain was a smaU hill, on which was a sugar plante- 
tion. On that day the volcano burst forth with furious shoekiL 
overwhelming the sugar work and the neighbouring village rf 
Guacana, and has since continued to emit fire and burning rooki, 
which have formed themselves into tliree mountains, whose cir- 
cumference was nearly six miles in 1766, according to the ae- 
count communicated to him by Don Emanuel de Bustamente, 
governor of the province, who was an eye witness of the fiMt 
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The gntnite mount^ns of Oasaca do not contain 
any known volcanoj but more to the south, the 
city of Guatimala wns for a long time kept in coD' 
atant alarm by two neighbouring mountaina, one 
vomiting fire, and the other water, and was finally 
overwhelmed by an irruption accompanied by an 
earthquake on the 7th of June IZT'S,* 

The volcanoes continue as far as Nicaragua. 
Near this city is that of Momantombo. The Omo 
Ttpatl shoots up its burning peak from the bosom 
of the lake of Nicaragua. Other volcanic moun- 
tains border the gulphs of the Pacific Ocean. 
The province of Costa Rica likewise contains 
volcanoes; and among others, that of Varu situated 
in the chain called Boruca.t 

6. The mountains of Anahuac abound in ores of 
every kind of metal, and an infinite variety of other 
foasilH. The Mexicans found gold in the countries 
of the Cohuixcas, tlie Mixtecas, the Zapotecas and 
in several others. Thpy gathered this precious 
metal chiefly in grains, among the sand of the ri' 
vers; and they paid a tributary portion of their ac- 
quisitions to the crown; silver was dug from the 
mines of Tlacho, Tzompanco, and others; but was 
not so much prized by them, as by other nations. 
Since the conquest numerous silver mines have 
been discovered by the Spaniards ; and they obtai ned, 
commonly, before the mining labours were interrup- 
ted by the late revolutions, an annual product of 
gold and silver, valued at twenty-two millions of 

The (ishea 'at the eraption, were foroed as far as Ihe cily of 
Queretaro, one hundred and fiftj nulei distant from JurayOi a 
nmtlcr almost intrcdible, but pnbljo and notorious in that oilr. 
lu (he dfj of ValBdolid, sixty miles distant, it rained sshes in 
■uch abundance, (hat the inliabitflnts were oblie;cd to svocp the 
ysrda oftlie houses two or three tlmea during the day. Hi^iy 
dT MekiMiT lib. ]. note. 

• Clavigero, mtb 39lh July, 1773. 

t Malte Bnin GEog. lib. S3. 



CH. L MEXICO. If 

dollars.* Of copper the naUyes used two kinds; 
one hard, from wmch thej made their instrumentb 
of war, of a^culture, and the mechanic arts; the 
other soft, wnich thej wrought into vessels for re- 
ligious and domestic purposes, t This metal was 
formerly procured in tne greatest quantities from 
the proyinces of Zacatollan, and Gohuixcas; at 
present it is chiefly supplied from^that of Michua- 
can.t 

Tin was dug from the mines of Tlacho and lead 
from those of Ismiquilpan^ in the country of the 
Otomies. Of the former the Mexicans made mo- 
ney; but though the latter was sold in their mar- 
kets, we are not acquainted with the use to which 
it was applied. They possessed also, mines of iron 
in TlascaJa, Tlacho, and in other places; but they 
were ignorant of the qualities of this most precious 
of all minerals.^ There were mines of quicksilver 
in Chilapan; and sulphur, alum, vitriol, cinnabar, 
ochre, and a white earth resembling white lead, were 
found in various parts of the country. We know 
not how the mercury and vitriol were employed; 
but, the other minerals were used in painting and 
dying. Amber and asphaltum were gathered 
abundantly on both coasts, and were tributary com- 
modities. The former was set in gold; and the 
latter was a chief ingredient of the incense offered 
to the ^ods. j: 

Precious stones including diamonds, whicn were 
rare; amethysts, cat's eyes, turquoises, comeliansy 
and some green stones, resemblmg, and scarce in- 
ferior to emeralds, and also chrysfid were collected 
in the mountains of the Mixtecas, the Zapotecas, 
and the Gohuixcas, and were likewise paid in tribute 
to the king. 

• ClEYigero, Ub. 1. Humboldt, N. S. 
t Ibid. \ Ibid. 
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Mexico abounded in various stones adapted to 
agriculture aud the arts. In addition to those 
above named, there were jasper, various marbles, 
alabaster, load-atone, talc cf several kinds, and 
a species of asbestos. 

7. Notwithstanding the numerous mountains of 
new Spain, it su&ers from the want of water and 
navigahle rivers. The Rio Bravo del Norte, and 
the Rio Colorado, (Red River,) are the only ones 
remarkable for the length of their course and 
the quantify of water which they carry to the 
ocean. In the equinoctial parts of America the 
rivers are small, although their estuaries are very 
large. Those most wortlw of note, are the Bto 
Huasacualco and the Papaloapan or the .3.1- 
varado, both of which are south-east of Vera Cruz, 
and may one day facilitate the communication with 
the kingdom of Guatimala; the Rio de Mociezu- 
ma, wnich connects the waters of the lakes and 
valley of Tenochtitlan with the Rio Panuco; the 
Rio de Zacatula; and the Tololotlan, called 
by the Spaniards Gnadalaxera, or the Great Ri- 
ver of St. Jago; which rising in the mountains of 
Toloccan, crosses the kingdom of Michuacan, and 
the lake Chapalla, and after a course of more than 
six hundred miles discharges itself into the ocean, 
in the latitude of 22° nortn." 

The lakes with which Mexico abounds, and the 
gpater part of which seem annually to diminish in 
size, are the remains of the great basins that 
appear once to have existed on the lolly and exten- 
sive plains of the Cordillera. Nicaragua, by which 
it has been proposed, inconsiderately, it would 
seem, to connect tl)e Pacific and Atlantic Oceans; 
Chapalla, wliich covers near one hundred and six 
square leagues; and Pasquaro or Patzcuaro, said 

• ClBTigera lib. 1. Mahc Brun lib. 83. 
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hj Humboldt to be one of the mo§t pcturesque 
situations in either continent, were Ihe most con- 
siderable. But these did not belong to the Mexi- 
can empire. The most important to our history are 
the two in ihe Yale of Mexico, of which we have 
already spoken. That of Chalco extended twelve 
miles Jrom east to west, and northward, a like dis- 
tance, with a breadth of six miles to a canal con- 
necting it with the lake of Tezcuco. The latter 
had an extent of seventeen miles from east to west 
and somewhat greater from north to south; but it 
is now much less, the Spaniards having diverted into 
other channels many nvers which formerly fed it* 
Its waters though sweet when received urom the 
rivers, become salt from its nitrous bed. There 
were also two smaller lakes in the same vale which 
had their names from the cities of Ts^mpanco and 
Xaltoccan. The lake of Tochtlan in the province 
of Coatzacualco is remarkable for the beauty of its 
views and the salubrity of its shores, t 
We have already said, that the surface of the 

* It is difficult says Humboldt to determine the actual bounds 
of the lake of Tezcuco, the soil being so argillaceous and smootli 
that the difference of level for a mile is not more than two deci- 
metres. (7.874 inches.) When the east wind blows with Tiolence 
the water withdraws towards the western bank and sometimes 
leayes an extent of more than 600 metres, (1968 feet,) drj. It 
is in general from 9 to 16 feet in depth, and in some places not 
more than S. Hence the commerce of the town oi Tezcuco 
suffered in the dry months of January and February; canoes 
being prevented by the want of water from going to the capital. 
Humboldt's New S]^n, lib. 3. c. 8. 

The vale of Mexico according to the same authority, contain- 
ed, from the entry of the river Tenango into the lake of Chalco 
to the hill of Sincoque 18 1-3 leagues in length and from San 
Gabriel, near the town of Tezcu6o to the river Escapusalco near 
Guisquiiuca, 12^ leagues in breadth. Its superfices is 244fJ 
square leagues, of which 22, less than one-tenth, only are occu- 
pied by tiie lakes. The medium height of the mountains 
which enclose the vallgr is 9842 feet above the level of the 
ocean, and the bottom ot the basin is 7468 feet above that level. 

t Clavigero. Humboldt. MalteBrun. 
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four principal lakes occupies nearly a tenth or 22 
square leagues of the valley of Mexico. The lake 
of Xochioiilto and Chalco contains 6i, Tezcuco 
10^5, San ClinBtobal Sy*^, and Tzoinpanco 1^^, 
square leagues. All the humidity furnished by tlie 
Cordilleras which surround the plain of Tenochtit- 
lan is collected in the valley. No stream issues 
from it, except the small brook Tequisquiac whicli 
in a ravine of small breadth traverses the northern 
chain of the mountaina to tlu^w itself into the Rio 
de Tula or Moctezuma. The principal sources 
of these lakes are, the rivers Papalotla, Tezciico, 
Tcotihuacan and Tepejacac, (Guadaloupe,) which 
pour their waters into the lake of Tezcuco; the rivers 
Pachuca and Quauhtitlan, which flow into the take 
Tzumpango. The latter river has the longest course, 
and its volume is more considerable than all the 
others put together. 

These lakes rise in stages in proportion to their 
distance fi-om the capital. Ne\t to the lake of Tez- 
cuco, the city of Mexico is the least elevated point 
of the valley. Its height above that lake is four 
feet, and of the lake San Christobal eleven feet 
nine inches. The nortliem part of the last lake is 
called the lake of Xaltocan. In this northern part, 
are two small islands, Ihe villages of Xaltocan 
and Tonanitla. The lake of San Christobal proper, 
is separated from that of Xaltocan by a very ancient 
dyke which leads to the villages of San Pablo and 
San Thomas de Chiconautla. The most northern 
lake of the valley, Tzompango, is 29 feet 3 inches 
higher than the mean level oT Tezcuco. A dyke 
divides this lake into two basins, of which, the east- 
em bears the name of Coyotepec and the western 
that of Zitlaltepec. The lake of Chalco is at the 
southern extremity of the valley, and is separated 
from the lake of Xochimilco by a narrow dyke 
which runs from Tuliagualca to San Francisco llal- 



CH. X. MEXICO. SI 

tengo. ^l The level of the fresh water lakes of Chal- 
CO and Xochimilco b onlj 3 feet 9 inches higher 
than that of the capita]. 

The difference of elevation of these four great 
reservoirs was sensibly felt in the great inundations 
to which the city had for a lone series of ages been 
exposed before the formation of the dr^ or canal 
caued the Desague Real de Huehuetoca. The 
lake of Tzompango flowed over into San Christo- 
bal which bursting the dyke that divides it from 
Tezcuco caused me latter to rise, to traverse the 
saUne grounds of San Lazaro, and to flow impetu- 
ously into the streets of Mexico. 
8. To complete the description of the Mexican ter- 
ritories we must again cast a glance over the coasts 
and the seas by which thev are washed. The 
whole of the eastern or Auantic coast of new 
Spain may be viewed as an immense dyke or wall, 
agunst which the trade winds and the perpetual 
movement of the waters from east to west, heave up 
the sand which the agitated oceans hold suspended. 
The revolving current, arrivingfrom the southern 
Atlantic Ocean, first rolls past^razil and Guiana 
and then laves the Carracas from Cumana to Da- 
rien. It returns towards cape Catoche in Yucatan 
and after long whirling in eddies in the gulph of 
Mexico, issues by the Bahama channel or gulph of 
Florida, and directs its course towards the bank of 
Newfoundland. The sand accumulated by the ed- 
dying whirl of the water from the peninsula of Yu- 
catan, to the mouth of the Rio del Norte, insensi- 
bly contracts the basin of the gulph of Mexico by 
adding to tiie breadth of the continent The rivers 
that descend from the Sierra Madre to empty them- 
selves into the sea of the Antilles contribute not a 
little to fill up and elevate the bottom. The whole 
of the eastern coast from 18° to £6° of latitude is 
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obstructed by bars, over which vessels drawing 
little water only, can safely pass. 

Another serious inconvenience is common to the 
eastern and western coasts of the Isthmus. Vio- 
lent storms render it almost impossible during seve- 
ral months to effect a landing; and thus prevent 
almost all navigation along these shores. The 
north-west winds, denominated Las Norles, blow 
iQ the aulph of Mexico, from the autumnal equi- 
nox to the spring. In September and October they 
are generally mild, and are rudest in the month of 
March, On the east coast tiie navigation is very 
dangerous in the months of July and August; 
drewlful tornadoes blowing at that time from the 
Bouth-west At this season, and even until Sep- 
tember and October, the anchorage of San Bias, 
Acapulco, and all the ports of Guatimala is ex- 
ceeaingly unsafe. During the fine part of the year 
from October till May, the tranciuillity of the ocean 
is again interrupted in tlicse roadsteads by the fu- 
rious winda from the north-east and north-west, 
known by the names of Papagayo and Tehuan- 
tepec. 

III. 1. From the preceding geographical sketch 
we perceive that the coasts of new Spain are almost 
the only parts which have a warm climate adapted 
to the productions sought in commerce with the 
Antilles.* Tlie former intendency of Vera Cru^ 
(with the exception of the plateau which extends 
from Perofe to the peak of Orizaba,) Yucatan, 
the coasts of Oaxaca, the maritime provinces of 
new Si Andero and Texas the late kingdom of 
Leon, the province of Cohahuila, the uncultivated 
country called Bohon de Mapimi; the coasts 
of California, the west part of Sonora, Cinaloa and 
new Galicia, the southern borders of the former in- 

• Malta finm Geog. lib. B3. 1. Hmnboldt Mex. lib. 1. o. 3. 
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tendencies of Yalladolid, Mexico and La Puebla 
are tracts of country that are low, and only inter- 
rupted by inconsiderable eminences. The mean 
annual temperature of these plains, as well as the 
ravines that are situated under the tropics, and the 
elevation of which above the ocean does not exceed 
984 feet, is from 77° to 79° of Fahrenheit's ther- 
mometer. These fertile regions, denominated by 
the natives Tierras Calientes hot countries, pro- 
duce sugar, indigo, cotton, and bananas in abun- 
dance. But when foreigners, not seasoned to the 
climate, remtdn here for any length of time, particu- 
larly in populous cities, they become subject to the 
yellow fever, known by the name of the black vomit 
or vamito prieto. The port of Acapulco and the 
valleys of rapagayo and Peregrine, are among the 
hottest and most unhealthy places of the earth. On 
the eastern coast of new S{)ain, the great heats are 
tempered when the north wind brings strata of cold 
air nt>m Hudson's Bay, towards the parallels of the 
Havanna and Vera Cruz. These impetuous winds 
blow from tlie month of October to that of March. 
yerj often they cool the air to such a degree, that 
near the Havanna the thermometer descends to 32° 
and at Vera Cruz to 60°; a very remarkable de- 
pression of the mercury for countries situated under 
the torrid zone. 

2. On the declivity of the Cordillera, at the 
height of from 4000 to 5000 feet, there constantly 
reigns the genial temperature of spring, which does 
not vary more than eight or nine degrees. Intense 
heat and excessive cold are equally unknown. This 
region is termed Tierras Templades or temper- 
ate countries, in which the mean heat of the whole 
year is from 68 to 70° Fahrenheit This is the de- 
Ucious climate of Xalapa^ Tasco^ and Chilpa- 
ningOj three towns celebrated for their salu- 
brity, and the abundance of the fruit trees cul- 
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tivated in their environs. Unfortunately, thia 
medium elevation of 4500 feet, is almost the same 
as that at which the clouds float above the|ilainB ad- 
jacent to the sea; for in consequence of this circum- 
stance, these temperate repona although situated 
upon elevated gi'ound are often enveloped in dense 

foes. 

S.The third zone, designated by the appellation 
Tierras Frias, or cold countries cflmprehenda 
the plateaux tliat are higher than 7200 feet above 
the level of the ocean, and of which the medium 
temperature does not exceed 63° Fahrenheit. In 
the capital of Mesico the thermometer has been 
seen some degrees below the freezing point; but 
thia phenomenon is very rare. More commonly the 
winter is as mild there, as at Naples. In the cold- 
est season the medium heat of tlie day is from 55" 
to 58° Fahrenheit In summer the thermometer in 
the shade does not rise above 76" Fahrenheit The 
most ordinary mean temperature that prevails over 
the whole of the great plateau of Mesico is 63° F. 
which is equal to the temperature of the air at 
Rome; and the olive treeis cultivated with anccesB. 

The same plateau, however, according to the 
claBBificatJon of the natives, belongs to the Tierra 
Frias. Thus with them, the expressions cold 
and hot have no absolute signification. But those 
plains that are higher than the valley of Mexico} 
such, for example, whose actual height exceeds 8200 
feet, although situated under the tropics, have a 
climate which even to an inhabitant of the north 
appears rude and disagreeable. Of this descriptioc 
are the plains of Talma and the heights of Guchil- 
anitn, wnere during a great part of the day, the air 
r becomes hotter than from 43° to 46° F. The 
olive here bears no fruit. 

All the regions denominated cold enjoy a mean 
temperature of from 52° to 56° F. equal to that of 
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France and Lombardy. Still v^talion there in 
much less vi^rous, and the plants of Europe do 
not grow wim the same rapidity as in their native 
soil. The winters at an etevation of 8200 feet are 
not extremely severe. It must however be admit- 
ted that, in summer, the sun never heats the rari- 
fied air of these plateaux, sufficiently to accelerate 
the expansion of flowers, and to bring the fruit to 
perfect maturity. It is this unvarying equibility of 
temperature, this absence of a fervent but epheme- 
ral heat, which impresses a peculiar character on 
the climate of the equinoctial regions. According- 
ly, the cultivation of many v^tables is less suc- 
cessful on the ridge of the Mexican Cordilleras, 
than on the plains situated to the north of the tro- 
pic; althou^ it often happens that the mean tem- 
perature of the latter is lower than that of the pla- 
teaux comprised between the 19^ and 22° of north 
latitude. 

4. In the equinoctial rc^on of Mexico, and even 
as far as the 28° of north latitude, only two seasons 
are known; that of the rains, commencing in June, 
or July, and ending in September, or October; and 
the dry season, which continues eight months, from 
October till the end of May. The formation of 
clouds, apd the precipitation of the water dissolved 
by the air,' generally begin on the eastern slope of 
the Cordillera. These phenomena, accompanied 
by loud electrical explosions, extend in succession 
from east to west, in the direction of the trade 
winds; so that the rain falls fifteen or twenty days 
later in the central plateau, than at Vera Cruz. 
Sometimes in the months of December and January, 
rain, mixed with sleet and snow, is seen falling on 
the mountains, even, at an actual elevation of more 
than 6562 feet. These rains, however, continue 
only a few days; and, cold as they are, they are 
deemed highly beneficial to the vegetation of wheat. 
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and the growth of pastures. From the parallel of 
24° to that of 30° tne rain falls less frequently, and 
continues a shorter time. Fortunately, the snow, 
of which there is a considerable quantity from the 
26° of latitude, compensates in some measure, for 
this scarcity of rain.* 

In France, and in the greater part of Europe and 
of North America, agricultural economy depends 
almost exclusively on geographical latitude^ the 
configuration of the country, tne proximity of the 
ocean, or other local circumstances, exerting only 
a feeble influence over the temperature. But in 
the eqinoctial re^ons of America, the climate, 
productions, aspect and general features of the 
country are modified by the elevation of the land 
above the level of the sea. In latitude 19** and 
22°, sugar, cotton, and especially cocoa and indigo, 
do not afford an abundant crop at a greater elevation 
than 2000, or 2600 feet. European wheat, occu- 
pies a zone which, on the slope of the mountains, 
generally commences at the height of 4585 feet, 
and terminates at 9752 feet. The banana, which 
constitutes the principal nourishment of the inhabi- 
tants of the tropics, ceases to bear fruit above the 
level of 5000 feet. The oak of Mexico grows only 
between 2500 and 10.000 feet of elevation. The 
pine descends towards the shores of Vera Cruz, 
only as low as 6068 feet, and does not rise higher 
towards the line of perpetual snow, than 13.100 
fcett 

The provinces denominated intemas, situated 
in the temperate zone, between 30° and 38° of 
latitude, have with the rest of North America, a 
climate essentially different from that, under the 
same parallels, on the old continent. It is particu- 

* Mahe Bnin, Geog. Ub. 83. Humboldt, N. S. 

t Huniboldt, N. S. Midte Brno. ._^ 
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larlj distingublied by a striking irregiilariij in the 
temperature of the aifferent seasons. Winters of 
German rigour succeed summers that vie with those 
of ^Naples and Sicily. But this difference of tem- 
perature is less marked in those parts of the new 
continent which approach the Pacific Ocean. 

If the plateau of new Spain be sin^larly cold 
in winter, the temperature of summer is far nb^er 
than could be infeired from the thermometricalob- 
servatipns made in the Andes of Peru.* ^ To this 
heat and other local causes, we must attribute the 
aridity, bj which its interior, particularly an exten- 
sive portion of Anahuac, is completely stripped of 
its y^tation. The enormous mass of the Mexican 
Cordillera and the immense extent of its plains pro- 
duce a reflection of the solar rays, which at an 
equal height is not observed in otner mountainous 
countries of more unequal surface. Independently 
of this circumstance, uie great elevation ot the lancf, 
causing a diminution of atmospheric pressure sensi- 
bly augments the evaporation from its surface. On 
the other hand tbe Cordillera, is not sufficiently high 
to send many of its peaks into the region of per- 
petual snow. This snow, at the period of its mini- 
mum, in the month of September does not descend, 
under the parallel of Mexico, lower than 14.400 
feet, but in January its boundary is marked at 
12. 150 feet To the north, from latitude 20% and 
especially, from 22° to 30**, the rains, which con- 
tinue onfy during the months of June, July, Au- 
gust, and September, are by no means frequent in 
the interior of the country. The current ot heated 
air, ascending from the plains, prevents the clouds 
from being precipitated in the form of rain, and 
thus saturating the dry saline earth, almost denuded 
of shrubs. There are few springs in the mountains, 

* By Bonguer and Coadamine. 
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which are chiefly composed of porous amjcdaloid, 
and laminated and shattered porphyries. InBtead 
of collecting in small subterraneous basins, the 
water filters through the earth, and loses itself in 
the crevices which have been opened by ancient 
volcanic eruptions, and issues only at the base of 
the Cordillera, forming on the coast a great number 
of rivers, whose course is very short 

The aridity of the central table, and the want of 
trees, operate injuriously to the working of the 
mines; and those evils have greatly increased since 
the arrival of Europeans in Mexico. Not only 
have the con<(uerors destroyed without planting, 
but b^ artificial draining they have augmented a. 
most important evil. The muriates of soda, and 
of lime, the nitrate of potass, and other saline sub- 
stances, cover the surface of the soil; and spread 
with a rapidity very difiicult to be eiplamed. 
Through this abundance of salt, and these efilor- 
escences, hosdle to cultivation, the table land of 
Mexico, bears a gi'eat resemblance in many places 
to Thibet, and the saline steppes of central Asia. 

Happily this noxious aridity of soil prevails only 
on the most elevated plains. A great part of the 
vast country of Mexico belongs to the most fertile 
re^ons of tne eartli. The declivity of the Cordil- 
lera is exposed to huraid winds, and frequent fogs, 
which promote a vegetation of uncommon beauty 
and luxuriance. The humidify of the coasts assist- 
ing the putrefaction of organic substances, generates 
maladies, dangerous to unacclimated inhabitants; 
and under the burning sun of the tropics, the insa- 
lubrity of the air, commonly indicates estraordi- 
nary fertility of soil. Nevertheless, with the ex- 
ception of a few sea ports, and some deep and 
moist valleys where the natives suffer from inter- 
mittent fever; Mexico, should be considered as a 
remarkably healthy country. 
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It is however afflicted by a pest peculiar to the 
Indian race, which, though it appears but after 
long intervsds, has been very destructive. This 
disease called Matlazahicatl, raged violently 
in 1545, 1576, and 1736. As its latest visit took 
place at a time when medicine was not considered 
a science, even in the capital, we have no exact 
data in relation to it. It bears some analogy* to 
the yellow fever, but it never attacks the whites, 
European or native; while the latter seldom preys 
upon the Indian. The principal seat of the yellow 
fever, is the warm, and humid country of the coast; 
but the Matlazahtiati carries terror and destmc- 
tion into the interior of the country, to the central 
table land, and its coldest and most arid r^ons. 
Torquemada asserts, doubtless without sufficient 
evidence, that this disease swept away 80.000 In- 
dians in 1544, and 2.000.000 in 1576. 

Humboldt, in considering this subject, asks, 
whether this pest may be identified with that, which 
is said to have desolated from time to time, the At- 
lantic r^kms of the United States, before the 
arrival of the Europeans; and which the venerated 
Dr. Rush, deemed the principle of the yellow fe- 
ver.?* 

* Hmnboldt'8 Ne«r Spain, lib. 52. e. 5. 
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CHAPTER 11. 

L Great variety of the vegetable productions 

of Mexico 11. Of vegetables^ employed 

as food^ fyc, 1. Banana^ Sweet Potato^ 
Yam^ Cacomite, Tomatl^ Earth Pistachio^ 
Pimento^ Onions^ Gourds^ ^c. 2. Fruits^ 
Tzapotl, various kinds^ Capollino, Nance^ 
Chayoti^ Cacahuate^ Cacao, Vanilla, 
JCocoxochitlij or Pepe de Tabasco, Socou, 
Palms, 3. Fruits from, which beverages 

were prepared, Metl, Maguy, Pulque 

III. Of vegetables used in tne arts* 1. Va- 
riety, and abundance of tim,ber, 2. Of re- 
sinous trees. Balsam of Mexico, Liquid 
^^mber, Copal, Tecopalli,Mezquitl, or Gum 
•drabic. Gum Lac, Espatli, or JDragon^s 
bhpdi Caoutchouc, or Gum Mastic. 

After the rapid view of Mexico, taken in the 
preceding chapter, in which we have soodit to de- 
scribe the ancient limits of its provinces, their phy- 
sical aspect, temperature, and natural fer1i)it)r, it 
will be proper to exhibit its vegetable productions, 
whilst subject to the native kin^. 

I. Extending through many degrees of latitude, 
this great country, must necessanly possess many 
modifications of climate, and consequent diversity 
of vegetation, which are greatly increased by the 
singular geological construction we have noticed. 
It may therefore readily be conceived, that the va- 
riety of indigenous productions is immense^ and 
that there scarce grows a plant in any other part of 
the globe, which may not be cultivated in some one 
of the Mexican territories. Notwithstanding the 
laborious researches of many distinguished botan- 
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ists, we cannot flatter ourselves that we know any 
tluns ]jke all the regetable wealth scattered over 
insmated summits, or buried in the vast forests oi 
the Cordillera. 

II. In treating this subject we shall not divide 
the plants according to the latitude of the country, 
nor the altitude of me soil in which they grow, but 
shall arrange them in the order of their utility to 
society, bc^nning with the vegetables which form- 
ed the food and amusement oi the people, and af- 
terwards, advert to such, as affora materials to 
manufacturing industry., 

1. The banana, of which we have spoken folly in 
the ^recediiif volume,^ abounded in the warm 
portions of the equinoctial parts of the country. 
We may add, however, that a third species, (tne 
Musa Regia^ of Rumpihius,) not noticed in the 
history of tne Antilles, was also cultivated in Mex- 
ico. 

The manioc, or cassava root, the batate^ or sweet 
potato, the yam^ or igname^ were also abundantiy 
planted, in such regions as were adapted to their 
cultivation. To these we must also add the caco^ 
tnite^ or oceloxochitl^ a species of tigridia^ of 
which the root yielded a nutritive flour; the numer- 
ous varieties oi love apple or tomatl, (solanum 
ly coper sicum^ ) which was formerly sown with 
msdze; the earth pistachio, or mam^ (arachis 
hvpogea^ ) which appears to have existed in Cochin 
China, long before trie discovery of America; the 
different species of pimento, (capsicum^ cacca^ 
tum^ c. annuum^ and c./rutescens^J called by 
the Mexicans, chilli^ of which the fruit is as in- 
dispensibly necessary to the natives, as salt to the 
whites; onions, (in Mexican xonacatl;) haricots, 
fayacotlh) gourds, (capallu^) and several va 

• See Volume U. " Spanish Discorerles," page 229 
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rieties of cicer, Cortes, speaJdng of llie eiliblea 
liaily Bold in the market of Tenochtitlan, aajfl, 
ihat every kind of garden stuff, f legume, J v^ai 
to be fuund tiiere, particularly onions, leeka, garlic, 
garden, and water cresses, borrage, sorrel, and 
artichukesw It does not appear that any species of 
turnip, or cabbage was cultivated, altliougti the In- 
digenes are very fond of dressed herbs. They 
made a dish called iraca, composed of a variety of 
leaves, and even flowers mixed together. The 
Mexicans had originally no peas; and this fact is 
the more remarkable, as the pisuTn sativum, is 
said to grow wild on the north-weat coaat of Ame- 
rica.* 

2. For ifa present great diversity of fruit, Mex- 
ico is indebted to its variety of soil and climate, 
and to the enterprize of the conquerors. They 
have naturalized here, the fruits of almost eveiy 
region of the globe: The cocoa-nut, the citron, 
orange, and lemon; the apple, peach, quince, 
apricot, pear, pomegranite, ng, bUck cherry, wal- 
nut, almond, oliv«, chesnut, water-melon, and 
grape, have all been imported, and all yield abun- 
dantly. It would seem, however, that there were 
two kinds of indigenous grapes; one, red, with a 
hard skin, of a sweet ana grateful taste; but the 
other, hard, large, and of a very harsh flavour. 
The traveller is at once surprized, and delighted, 
to find on the tables of the wealthy Mexican, !n 
the Itighest perfection, the most delicious fruits of 
the temperate and torrid zones. 

The fruits, which are unquestionably ori^nal in 
that countiT, are, the anana, orpine apple, the 
Tnamei, chirimoya, anona, cabexa at negro, 
black zapote, chicozapote, white zapote, yel- 
low zapote, zapote di S. Dominico, alihuacate, 

' VoTsge lie NUrchuuI, lorn. 1. p. 23G, nnd 3S0, 
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guayaha^ capulino, guava^ or cuaxinicuil, 
pitahaya^ papaya^ guanabana^ plums, dates, 
chajott^ tilapo^ ooo^or tlobo, nance, cacahuate, 
the cocoa, or cDocolate-nut, vanilla, xocoxochitli, or 
pepe di tabasco, Bocou, or amotto, the palm, 
and manj others less distinguished. Most of these 
fruits, are described in the works of Oviedo, Acosta, 
Hernandez, De Laet, Nierembers, Marcgrave, 
Pison, Barrere, Sloane, Ximenes, Ulloa, and others; 
we shall notice here, such only as are the least 
known, and have not been described in the prece- 
ding volume of this work. 

The fruits comprehended by the Mexicans, un- 
der the generic name of Tzajpotl, are round, and 
have a hard stone. The black zapote, has a green, 
light, smooth, tender bark; a black, soft, and sa- 
voury pulp, which has the appearance of cassia, 
withm which, are flat, blackisn stones. The di- 
ameter of the fruit, is from one and a half, to four 
^tf" five inches. The tree is of a moderate size, and 
thickness, with small leaves. Ice of the pulp, sea- 
soned with sugar and cinnamon, is of a most deli- 
cate taste.* 

The white zapote, which from its native virtue, 
was called by the Mexicans, Cochitzapotl, is simi- 
lar to the black,* in size, figure, and colour of the 
bark; but differs from it much in other particulars. 
The stone, said to be poisonous, is large, round, 
hard, and white. The stem and leaves of the tree 
are larger than those of the black. The latter is 
peculiar to a warm, and the former to a temperate 
climate. 

The chicozapote, is from one and a half, to two 
inches in diameter; skin grey, pulp white, and the 
stone black. From tliis fruit, when green, the 
Mexicans draw a glutinous milk, which readily 

* Clavigero, lib. 1. 
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condenses, called, chictli, and which the children 
chew. In Colima, thej form it into small statues^ 
and other fanciful figures. When fully ripe this is 
a delicious fruit, superior to any of Europe. The 
tree is moderately lai^e, and fit for the carpenter, 
or joiner; the leaves are round, and in colour and 
consistence, like those of the orange. It grows 
spontaneously in the hot countries; and in Mixteca, 
Huaxteca, and Michuacan, there are forests of it 
twelve or fifteen miles in extent. 

The capoUino, or capulin, as the Spaniards call 
it, is the cherry of Mexico. The tree differs little 
from the cherry tree of Europe; and the fruit only 
in the taste. 

The nance, is a small round fruit, yellow, aro- 
matic, and savoury, with extremely small seeds. 
It is peculiar to the warm climates. 

The chayoti, is a round fruit, similar in the husk 
to the chesnut, but four or five limes lai^r, and of 
a deeper green colour. The kernel is ofa ereenish 
white, and has a stone in the middle whicn is also 
white, and of a like substance. It is boiled, and 
the stone eaten with it. It grows upon a parasita- 
calperennial plant, the root of which is also edible. 

The cacahuate, is a species of ground-nut, some- 
what similar to that which grows in the southern 
part of the United States. It was rare in Mexico, 
out- the natives extracted an oil from it, which gave 
a beautiful light. 

Of the cacao, or chocolate-nut, there were four 
species; but the tlacacahuatl, the smallest was most 
used by the Mexicans^ in the fabrication of choco- 
late, and other beverages. The other species were 
used more as money, than as aliment. The tree 
was generally cultivated in the warm countries of 
the empire, and its produce paid in tribute to the 
crown. 

The vanilla, so well known from its delightM 
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flavour and fn^rance, grows wild in the wanner 
districts and was used by the ancient, as by the 
present inhabitants, in their various preparations 
from cacao. 

The icocochitli^ vulgarly known as the pepe d% 
Tabasco^ from its abounding in that province, is 
larger than the pepper of Malabar. It grows on a 
large tree, whose leaves have the colour and lustre 
of those of the orange; and whose flowers are of a 
beautiful red, similar in figure to those of the pom- 
egranite, and of a most penetrating and pleasing 
scent, of which the branches also partake. The 
fruit, which is round, and grows in clusters, be- 
comes dark as it ripens. It was much used by the 
ancient Mexicans, and may supply the want of the 
pepper of Malabar. 

The rocou, or amotto, called by the Mexicans, 
achiote, served them for dying as it now does the 
Europeans, and North Americans. 

Besides the date palm, there are several other 
species in Mexico^ some of which, we have already 
described in our account of the West India islands. 
We may notice here, the variety called by the 
Mexicans Teoiczotl, and that, to which the Span- 
iards have given the name of cocos de aceite^ or 
cocoa of oil. The first has a soft trunk surrounded 
with circular leaves of a ^oss substance, white, 
smooth, and shining, whicn appear like so many 
shells heaped on eacli other, with which the Indians 
formerly, as now, adorned the verdant arches which 
they constructed for their festivals. The second 
produced a nut in figure and size like the nutmeg, 
with a white oily edible kernel, covered by a thin 
purple pellicle. The oil has a sweet scent, is easily 
congealed, and in that state is soft, and white as 
snow. 

3. Before we close this list of alimentary plants, 
we must remark such as furnished beverages to the 
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Me^cans. In this point of view the history of the 
Aztec agriculture, presents us with a trait the more 
curious, as we find nothing analagous among many 
nations more advanced in civil izati on, than the an- 
cient inhabitants of Anahuac. 

There scarce exists a tribe of savages on the face 
of tlie earth, tliat cannot prepare some kind of be- 
verage, from the vegetable kingdom. The misera- 
ble hordes which wander in tlie forests of Guayana, 
makeas agreeable emulsipns from the different palm 
tree fruits, as the barley water prepared in Europe. 
The inhabitants of Easter island, confined to a mass 
of arid rocks, without springs, besides the sea wa- 
ter, drinks the juice of the sugar cane. The most 
part of civilized nations, draw their drinks from 
the plants which yield them food, whose seeds or 
roots contain the saccharine principal united with 
the amylaceous substance. Rice in southern, and 
eastern Asia, in Africa, the igname root with a few 
arums, and in the north of Europe, cerealia furnish 
fermented liquors. There are few nations who cul- 
tivate plants merelywith the view to prepare beve- 
rages from them. The old continent aSords us no 
instance of vine plantations, east of the Indus. 
Even in the better days of Greece, this cultivation 
was confined to the countries situated between the 
Oxus and Euphrates, to Asia Minor and western 
Europe. On the rest of the globe, nature produ- 
ces the wild vines; but no where else did man col- 
lect them around him, and endeavour to ameliorate 
them by cultivation. 

But on the new continent, we have the example 
of a people, who not only extracted liquors from 
the maize, the vianioc, and banana, and from 
the pulp of several species of mimosa, but who 
cultivated aplant of the family of anonas, express- 
ly, with the design to convert its juice into a spi- 
ntaous liquor. On the interior table land of Pu- 
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eUa^ and of Mexico, there are vast tracts of coun* 
tiy, where the eye reposes onl j on fields, planted 
with pittes, or masuej, called by the nativesi 
meti and by nianj auuiors, the American aloe, firom 
its similarity to that plant There are many varie- 
ties of this plant cultivated, all wldch belong to the 
agave americani. The liquor drawn from it, is 
called by the natives octlij and by &e Spaniards 
ptdsue. 

Tiie |dant begins to yield the juice, wluch in its 
unfermented state is called honey, only, when its 
katnpe^ or flower stock, is on the point of deve- 
lopement. It is therefore, of the greatest import- 
ance for the cultivator to know, exactly the period 
of efflorescence. Its approach b announced by 
the direction of the radical leaves, which are cIh 
served by the Indians with much attention. These 
leaves, which till then, are inclined towards the 
earth, rise suddenly to cover the hampe. TI» 
bundle ef central leaves, (el corazon or hearty) 
becomes at the same time of a clearer green, and 
lengthens peroeptibly. The proprietor goes daily 
through his plantation to note these sisns. If h!e 
has doubts, he applies to the experts of his village, 
old Indians, who from long experience, have a 
judgment, or ratber tact, more safely to be relied 
on. 

The period oi eniorescence, depends upon the 
nature of the soil, and situation. Where these are 
very fiivourable, the plant gives signs^ of the de- 
velopement of the hampe^ in five or dght years, 
but from poor ground, no harvest can be expected 
in less than eighteen years. The mesne period at 
which a plantation becomes profitable, is fifteen 
years. 

The cultivation of the a^ave^ has real advanta- 
t»s over that of maize, grain, and potatoes. With 
firm and v^rous leaves, it is unaffected by drought 
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or hail, or the extreme cold, on the higher Cordil- 
leras. It is usually planted in rows, about five 
feet apart. The stalk perishes after efflorescence. 
If it be deprived of the central leaves, it withers, 
after the mice, which nature has destined to the 
increase of the hampe^ is exhausted. An infinity 
of shoots then springs from the decayed plant; for 
no vegetable mmtiplies with greater facility. An 
acre of ground, contains from twelve to thirteen 
hundred plants. , If the field have been long culti- 
vated, a twelfth, or fourteenth of these may yield 
honey annually. A proprietor, who plants from 
thirty to forty mousand maguey, is sure to establish 
the fortune of his children; but it requires patience 
and courage to pursue a species of cultivation whose 
return is so long procrastinated. 

When the m^wering stem is about to shoot, the 
manufacturer of the pulque^ cuts the corazon and 
insensibly enlarges the wound, which he covers 
with lateral leaves, drawn up close, and tied at the 
extremities. In this wound, the vessels appear to 
deposit all the juice which would have formed the 
colossal hampe^ and its load of flowers. This is 
a true vegetable spring, which runs for two or three 
months, and whicn the Indian drains three or four 
times a day. A root commonly yields about a 
gallon every twenty-four hours; of which three 
pints are drawn at sunrise, two at mid-day, and the 
remainder in the evening. A very vigorous plant, 
sometimes yields fifteen pints a day, during four or 
five months, which amounts to the enormous vol- 
ume of near three hundred gallons.* This abun- 
dance of juice, produced by a maguey^ scarcely 
five feet mgh, is the more astonishing, as the agave 
plantations are in the most arid grounds, and fre- 

* The qnantitT, stated by Humbcddt, ii 1.100 coMe deeimo* 
lrt% •- to, eraao eable inoties EngUih. 
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quentlj on beds of rocks, barely covered with ve- 

f stable mould. The value of a plant, near its ef- 
orescence, is five dollars. In a barren soil, the 
cultivator calculates the produce of each plant, at 
one hundred and fifty bottles; and the value of the 
pulque furnished in a day at from ten to twelve 
cents. The produce, however, is unequal, like 
that of the vine which varies much in its quantity 
of erapes. A case is mentioned by Humboldt, of 
an Indian woman, who beaueathed to her children 
maguey plantations, valued at eighty thousand dol- 
lars. 

. The juice, has an agreeable acid taste, and fer- 
ments easilj^ because of the sugar and mucilaee it 
contains. To accelerate the fermentation, which 
terminates in three or four days, a little old, and 
acetous pulaue is added. Tne vinous beverage 
which resemoles cider, has an odour of putrid meat, 
extremely disagreeable^* but foreigners who get 
over the aversion which this fetid smell inspires, 
prefer the pulque^ to every other liquor. They 
consider it, as stomachic, strengthenm^, and es- 
pecially, nutritive; and it is recommended to per- 
sons 01 a macerated habit 

The cultivation of the maguey was under the 
Spanish government, so important to the revenue, 
that the net duties collected on it, amounted in 
1793, to 761.131 dollars. And subsequently to 
that period, a greater duty, alike vexatious, and 
inconsiderate, was laid on its cultivation. A very 
intoxicating brandy, called mexical, or aguar* 
diente de maguey <t is formed from the pulque; 
and the business of its distillation though prohibi- 

• It would seem, that this odour, is not inseparable from 
pulqoe; that drank by Mr. Poinsett, at Agualco, was free from 
It He says, ** it was white and sparkling, like champaigne, 
but not so clear. The taste is pleasant, and I am not sumrised, 
that the people of die country are foud of it" Notes oa Mesi- 
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ted by the goyemment, became exten^ve and lU" 
crative. 

But the maguej, was not only the Tine of tiie 
Aztecs; it supplied the place of the hemp of Asia, 
and the papyrus of the Egyptians* The paper on 
which tne Mexicans pamted their hieroglyphic 
figures^ was made of uie fibres of agave leaves^ 
macerated in water, and disposed inlayers, like the 
fibres of liie Egyptian cypcrus, and the mulberry of 
the South Sea islands. This paper, was made of 
different thicknesses, some sheets resembling paste* 
board, and others, Chinese paper. The thread 
obtained from the agave, is known in Europe, by 
the name of pite tli^ead; and is preferred by natu- 
ralists, to every other, because it is less subject to 
twist The juice of the j^lant, drawn before the 
period of efflorescence, is very acrid; and is 
successfully employed as a caustic, in cleaning 
wounds. The prickles which terminate the leaves, 
served formerly, like those of the cactus, for pins and 
nails to the Indians; and tiie priests and devotees, 
pierced their arms and breasts with them, in their 
acts of expiation, analagous to those of tiie Bud- 
dists of Hmdostan.* 

III. 1. For the excellence, variety, and abun- 
dance of its timber, Mexico is not surpassed by any 
country in the world; each varietr oi its climate, 
producinff its peculiar wood. We shall merely 
name sucn, as are most known; whilst we describe 
particularly, such as are rare or curious. Besides, 
oak, fir, pine, cypress, beech, ash, poplar, and other 
trees, common to temperate, and cold climates, 
there are entire forests of cedar, or ebony; an abun- 
dance of agallocOy or wood of aloe, m Mixteca; 
of tapinzecan^ in Michuacan; of caoba^ in Chi" 
apan; of palo gateadOy which might be called, 

• 2 Huxaboldt'8, Mex. lib. 4. c 9. 
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creeping wood, in Zoncoliuhcan; of camote^ in 
the mountains of Tezcoco^ of granadillo^ or red 
ebonj, in Mixteca, and elsenniere^ mUquitij or 
real acacia, tepehuaxin^ copti^ jabifif guay* 
acauj or holy wood, oyamtu^ the wood of Zopi- 
lote; and innumerable others, valuable for their 
durabilitj, their hardness, and weight, their plia- 
bility, or facility of being wrought, ttie elegance of 
their colours, or the pleasantness of their odour. 
The camote, is of a beautiful parplei and the gra- 
nadillo, a dark red colour; but the oa/o gateado^ 
caoba, and tzopiloquahuiti, or wood of Zopilot, are 
still more admirable. The hardness of tne guaT-> 
acan, is well known in Europe^ the jabin has tne 
same property in no less degree. The aloe wood 
of Mixteca, although different fix>m the true agallo- 
co of the east, is not less estimable for its delight- 
ful scent, especially when freshly cut 

Hernandez, whom Humboldt calls the Linneut 
of America, describes in his Natural History, about 
an hundred species of trees^ but having devoted his 
study to medicinal plants, he omits the greater part 
of those, most distinguished by their size, and value 
of their wood. There are trees, which for their 
height and circumference, are prodigious. Acosta» 
speaks of a cedar, the circumference of whose 
trunk, was more than eighty-two Parisian feet^ and 
in the valley of Atlixo, there grew a very ancient 
fir, that had been scathed by lightning, within the 
cavitv of whose trunk, fourteen men on horseback, 
could conveniently enter; and the archbishop Lo* 
renzana, who visited this tree in 1770, maae one 
hundred young lads get within it* Along side of 

• Clavigero, lib. 1. 

Its circumference i s 76^ feet Humboldt (New Spain, lib. S.e, 
S. ) says, that at the village of Santa Maria del Tule, three leagues 
east of the capital, between Santa Lucia, and Tlaooohiqima, 
there is an enormous tnink of cupretsos diiticha, (sftbind,J ci 

E 2 
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this gigaDtic monarch of the woods, we may place 

the ccibas, or wild cotton tree, and tlie Indian tig. 

2. A short notice of the resinous frees of Mesi- 



co, for whkh it is highly famed, will close our ii 
perfect view of its vegetable kingdom. 

The resin, known as the balsam of Mexico, dis- 
tils from the huitziloxitl, a tree of moderate 
height, with leaves like those of the almond, but 
lai^er; wood reddish, and odorous, and the bark 
grej, covered with a reddish pelicle. The flowera 
are pale, and epring from the end of the branches. 
The seed is small, white, and crooked, and pro- 
ceeds Irom the extremity of a thin shell, a foot long. 
From every part of the tree, where an incision is 
made, especially after rains, tliis precious gum, no 
way inferior to the balm of Mecca, exudes. It is 
of a reddish black, or a yellowish white, running 
of both colours from the game incision, of a sharp, 
and bitter taste, and an intense, but most fateful 
odour. It was aometimes obtained by burning and 
macerating the branches. An oil, is also procured 
from the Iniit, similar in smell and taste to that of 
tlie almond, but more acrimonious and ardent, very 
useful in medicine. From the kuuconex, and ma~ 
ripeiida, an oil is also extracted, similar in its quali- 
ties to the balm of the huitziloxitl. The huaconex, 
is a free of moderate height, of an aromatic and 
hard wood, which keeps Tresh for years, though 
buried under the earth. Its leaves are small and 
yellow, flowers small and white, and the fruit simi- 
lar to that of the laurel. The maripenda, is a 
shmb, whose leaves are like the iron of a lance, 
with afruitsimilar tothe grape, growing in clusters, 
and red when ripe. The first balsam brought from 

.16 metres, 118 feet, in nircomrercncc. Tlua anricnt (ree il 
consMuenOy larger than the cTiircba of Allijo, tlif dro^Wer, 
of lheC«iiai7idiodii,sii<] Blithe cauiiito(iidanBinutB,) of Africa. 
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Mexico to Rome, sold at an huiidred ducats Hie 
ouncey and was declared by the Apostolic See, as fit 
for chrism, or the holy unction. 

The xochiocotzott^ commonly called liquid am- 
ber, is the storax of the Mexicans. It is extracted 
from a tree, bearing leaves similar to those of Ihe 
maple, indented, white in one part, and dark in Ae 
other, and disposed in triplets; fruit ihortij, round 
but poljgonous, with the surface, andlhean^es 
yellow. The bark is in part green, in part tawny* 
By incision in the trunk, the precious renin, called 
by the Spaniards, liquid arnber^ and the oil of Hie 
same name, more odorous and estimable, are ob- 
tained. The amber is also procured from a decoc- 
tion of the branches, but it is inferior to that which 
distils from the trutdc. 

The Mexican name, copalli, is generic, and 
common to all the resins; but especiaBy, si^^es 
those used for incense. There are ten species of 
trees which yield these sorts of resin, and diflbr 
not only in meir names, but in their foliage and 
fruit, and in the quality of the resin. That simply 
called copal as the principal, is a white transnarent 
resin, which distils from a large tree, whose leaves 
resemble those of the oak, but larger, and whose 
fruit is round, and reddish. The gum copal is well 
known for its utility in medicine, and in the arts* 
The ancient Mexicans used it chiefly in burnt of- 
ferings, which they made for the worship of thdr 
idols; or to pay respect to embassadors, and persons 
of the first rank. The tecopalli, or tepecopalHj 
is a resin similar in colour, odour, and taste, to the 
incense of Arabia, which distils from a tree of mo- 
derate size, that grows in the mountains, the fruit 
of which, is like an acorn, containing the nut en- 
veloped in a mucilase, within which is a small ker- 
nel, useful in medicine. These trees, and the 
earagna, and the fecamac^ whose resins are well 
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known in the apothecariea shops, and others pro- 
ducing gunis, not here described, are peculiar to 
the warm climates. 

The niezquitl, or mezquite, as the Spaniards call 
it, is a species of true acacia, and its ^m, is the 
true ^m arable. It is a thorny shrub, whose 
branches are most irregularly disposed; Sowers like 
ti\e birch, leaves smaJl, thin, and pinnated. Its 
fruits are sweet, edible shells, conf&ining a seed 
of which anciently, the barbarous Cicimecas made 
a paste, which served them for bread. Its wood is 
exceedingly hard, and heavy, and is as common in 
Mexico, as oak in Europe. 

The guTn lac, runs in such abundance, from a 
tree like the mezquite, thatthe branches are cover- 
ed with if. The tree is of moderate size, has a red 
coloured trunk, and is very common in the provin- 
ces of the Cohuixcas, and TIahuica. 

Dragon's blood, (ezpatli,) flows from the tree, 
called ezguahuitl, whicn grows in the mountains ot 
Quauhchinanco, and Cohuixca. 

The caoutchouc, or gum elastic, called by the 
Mexicans, olin, or olli, and by the Spaniards, ule, 
has of late years been employed for so many pur- 
poses, and oecome so considerable a subject of 
commercei that it is almost universally known. 
The tree from which it flows, is of moderate size, 
and has the trunk smooth and yellowish, the leaves 
large, the flowers white, the fruit yellow, and 
somewhat angular; witliin which, are white kernels, 
as lai^ as filberts, covered with a yellowish pelli- 
cle. The kernel has a bitter taste, and the fruit, 
always grows attached to the bark of the tree. 
When the trunk is cut, the ule, which distils from 
it is white, liquid, and viscous; it next becomes 

Sellow, and lastly, of a leaden colour, inclining to 
lack, which it always retains. Tlioae who gafliet 
it can model it into any form desired. 
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The Mexicans made their foot balk of this gam, 
which were more elastic than those filled with air. 
At present, besides other uses to which it is applied, 
it is made into over shoes, into varnish, for Doots, 
shoes, hats, coats, and cloaks, all which it renders 
water-proof; and when made liquid by fire, it 
yields a medicinal oil. This tree erows in the hot 
countries, such as Ihualapan, and Mecatlin, and is 
common in the kingdom of Guatimala, and in South 
America, in the biunn of the Orinoco. 

The quauhxiotl, is a middle sized tree, with 
round leayes, and reddish bark. There are two 
species: the one yields a white gum, which nves 
to water a miUiy colour; the other drops a reddish 
resin; bodi are serviceaUe in dysenteries. 

Am<mg the plants useful in the arts, we should 
^Te a place to the fir, the higuerilla, (which re- 
sembles the fig,) and the ocote, a species of ^e, 
very aromatic, on account of the ml they yiddi 
and also to the Brazil wood, log-wood, indigo, and 
many others, for their juices; but some of these 
are generally known, and we shall have occasion to 
treat of others elsewhere* 
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L The animal kingdom of Anahiiac, is not bet- 
ter known than tlie vegetable, although it has re- 
ceived much attention from the naturalist Hernan- 
dez. The difficult; of distinguishing the species, 
&nd the impropriety of appetlationg, taken from 
analogy, have rendered its nistorj perplexed and 
obscure. The first Spaniards, who gave names to 
the animals, were better warriors, than naturalists. 
Instead of retaining those used by the Mexicans, 
which would have been the most proper, they de- 
nominated animals, tigers, wolves. Dears, dogs, 
squirrels, &c, althougli they were very different in 
kind, merely from some resemblance, in the colour 
of the skin, or In the figure, or in some similarity 
of habit, or dispositioji. We cannot protend to 
correct their errors, still less to illustrate the natu- 
ral history of this vast country, but only to gjve the 
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reader some slight idea of the auadrapeds, Inrds, 
reptiles, fishes and insects, whicn were indigenous 
to the land and waters of Anahuac. 

II. The quadropeds, originally common to 
Mexico and tne old continent, are, lions, tigers, 
wild cats, bears, wolves, foxes, the common stags, 
white stags, bucks, wild goats, badgers, polecats, 
weazles, martins, squirrels, polatucas, rabbits, hares, 
otters, and rats. 

The mitzli, of the Mexicans, is certainly the 
lion without hair, mentioned by Plinj, and totally 
distinct from the African lion. The ocelotl^ is in 
no way different from the African tiger. The 
tochth^ is exactly the rabbit of the old continent, 
and at least as ancient as the Mexican calendar; 
in which the figure of this animal, was the first sym- 
bolical character of the year. The wild cats are 
much lai^r than the domestic cats, and are fierce 
and dangerous. The bears are black, and larger 
than those of central Europe. The hares are ms- 
tinguished from those of the old country, by longer 
ears; and the wolves by a grosser heaa. The 
name polatuca^ is given by M. Buffbn, to the 
quimickpatlan^ or flying rat of the Mexicans. 
Ciavigero calls this animal, rat, because it resembles 
it in the head, though it is much lar^r; and flyings 
because the skin of its sides which is loose and 
•wrinkled, is distended, and expanded with its feet, 
like wings, when it makes a considerable leap from 
tree to tree. In this description we recognize the 
Jlying squirrel of North America, in every thing 
except the size; and it is so called by the Spaniards. 
Mice, were brought to Mexico in European ships; 
but the rat was not; but was known to the Mexi- 
cans by the name of quimichan^ which term they 
applied metaphorically to their spies. 

III. The quadrupeds common to Mexico and 
i>ther regions of the new world, are, the cojametif 
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€pati^ several species of apes, comprehended by 
the Spaniards under the generic name of monos; 
the awtochtlij the aztacojotlf tlactuttzin, te- 
chicni^ telalmototli, tecAallotl, amiztli, ma- 
pachy and the Dantcu 

The cqjametlt is thepecari of the West Indies, 
which we have describedf in our preceding volume* 
The cpatl^ called by the Spaniards, zonillo, or 
small fox, 18 the skuhk^ or polecat, of the United 
States, less known by ihe beauty of its skin, than 
by the intolerable stench it leaves behind, when 
closely pursued by huntsmen. The tlcuyuatzin^ 
is the opossum. The ajotochtU^ was the ar- 
madillo, the techichij the alco, or mute do^ the 
fnapackj the raccoon, all which we have already 
described. 

The tlamototli, and the techallotlt are species 
of ground squirreL The hair of the belly is white, 
and that on the rest of tli^ bodies, is white mixed 
with grey. The only difference in the species is, 
that me latter has a smaller, and less hairy tail. 
They dwell in holes du^ in the earth, or amoi^the 
stones of ramparts, which enclose fields. They 
do much injury to the grain; bite furiously when 
approached; cannot be tamed; have great elegance 
oi form, and grace in their movements. 

The amyztli^ or sea-lion, is an amphibious 

Suadruped, which inhabits the shores of the Pacific 
fcean, and some rivers of Mexico. Its body is 
three feet in length, its tail two. Its snout is 
long, legs short; and nails crooked. Its skin is 
valuable, on account of the length and softness of 

its hair. 

The danta, or anta, or beori, or tapir, as it 
is differently named in the different countries, is the 
laigest quadruped of Mexico, and approaches most 
to Sie sea horse, not however in size, out in some of 
Ub ihiyet and qualitiet* It is as large as a middle 
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sized mule; the body a little arched, like that of 
the hog; the head gross and long, with an appen* 
dage to the skin of the upper lip, which it extends 
or contracts at pleasure; the eyes are small, ears 
little and round; the legs short; the fore feet have 
four, the hind feet three nails; the tail is short and 
pyramidical; the skin thick, and closely coated 
with hair, which at an advanced age is brown; the 
teeth which are composed of twenty maxillary, and 
as manjr incisors, are strong and sharp, and capa- 
ble of giving a severe wound. Its flesh is eatamoi 
and the skin is valuable, from being so stout as to 
resist arrows, and even musket balls. It inhabits the 
solitary woods of warm countries, near some river 
or lake, as it lives not less in tiie water than on 
land. 

The aziocojotly or ant killer, is a (juadruped re- 
markable for the enormous length of its snout, the 
narrowness of the throat, and immoderate tongue 
with which it draws the ants from their hills, and 
from which it has its name. 

IV. The quadrupeds, supposed by Clavigero to 
be peculiar to Anahuac, are the cojotlf tlaSojotl, 
scoloitzcuintli^ tepeitzcuintli, itzcuintepotzO' 
tli, ocotohtli^ cojopollin^ tuza^ ahuitzotl^ 
huitztlacuatziru 

The cojotl, or coyoto, as the Spaniards call it, is 
a wild beast, voracious as the wolf, cunning as the 
fox, in form like a do^, and in some qualities simi- 
lar to the adive, and me jackall. It is about the size 
of the mastiff, but more slender; has yellow spark- 
ling eyes, small, pointed and erect ears, a blackish 
snout, strong limbs, and feet armed with large 
crooked nails; tail thick, and hairy, and in colour, 
a mixture of black, brown, and white. It has the 
the howl of the wolf, and the bark of the dog; is 
very common, and destructive to the flocks; pur- 
sues the deer, and sometimes, attacks even men* 
F 
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Its ordinary gate is a trot, but that is so swift, that 
a horse at the gallop, can scarce overtake it. 

The tlalcojotl, or tlalcoyoto, is of the size of the 
middling dog, but thicker, and is supposed to be 
the largest quadruped that burrows in the earth. 
In the nead it is something like the cat, and in col- 
our and length of hair, like the lion. It has a long 
thick tail; and feeds on poultry, and small animals 
which it seeks in the obscurity of the ni^ht. 

The itzcuintepotzotli^ tepuitzcutntli^ and 
woioitzcuintliy are similar to doss. The first, or 
hunchbacked dog, is as large as a Maltese dog; skin 
Tariegated with white, tawny, and black, headsmali, 
and appears to be joined directly to ^e body, on 
account of the shortness and thickness of the neck; 
eyes pleasing, ears loose, nose with a considerable 
prommence m the middle; and tail, so small, that 
it scarce reaches half way down the leg. But its 
chief characteristic, is a great hunch extending from 
the rump to the neck. The second, or mountain 
dog, is small, yet so fierce that it attacks the deer, 
and sometimes kills them. Its hair and tail are 
long, body black, but the head, neck, and breast 
are white. The third is the largest, the body being 
sometimes four feet in length. Its face is like the 
dog, but its tusks like the wolf; its ears erect, 
neck large, and tail long. It is totally destitute of 
hair, except upon the snout, where it has some thick 
crooked bristles. Its whole body is covered with 
a smooth, soft, ash coloured skin, spotted with 
black and tawny. These three species are almost 
extinct. 

The ocotochtli, is a species of the wild cat. 

The cojopollin, is of the size of a common 
mouse; but its tail, which it uses as a hand, is 
thicker. Its snout, and ears, are similar in shape, 
to those of the pig; the ears are transparent; the 
1^ and feet wmte; and the belly of a whitish yel- 
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low. It liTes, and brings up its young in trees. 
When the young are alarmed, they cling closely to 
the mother. 

The tozatii Or tuzc^ is of the bigness of the 
European mole; but very different otherwise. The 
bodj is well made, and seven or ei^t inches lon& 
Snout, like that of the mouse, ears small and round, 
and tail short The mouth is armed with very 
strong teeth, and the paws with strong crooked 
nails, with which it digs its habitation in the earth. 
It is destructiye to the fields by stealing the com, 
and to highways by the number of holes it makes 
in them. In digging, it puts the earth into two 
membranes, like purses, under its ears, which are 
furnished with muscles necessary for contraction, 
or distension. When these vessels are full, it 
empties them, by striking the bottom of the mem- 
branes witii its claws. 

The ahuitzotl^ is amphibious, and dwells min- 
cipally in the rivers of warm countries. Its body 
is a foot Ions, snout long and sharp, and tail largel 
Its skin is (» a mixed black and brown colour. 

The huitzlacuatzin^ is the hedge hog, or por- 
cupine of Mexico. It is as larse as a middling 
sized dog, which it resembles in me face, although 
its muz^e is flat. Its feet and le^ are rather 
cross, and its tail in proportion with its body. It 
IS armed all over, except the belly, the hinder part 
of the tail, and inside of the legs, with quills, or 
spines, which are empty, sharp, and a span long. 
On the snout and forenead, it has long straight bris- 
tles, which rise upon its head like a plume. All 
its skin, even between the spines, is covered with a 
soft black hair. It feeds on fruits only. 

Besides these quadrupeds, there were others in 
the Mexican empire, which may be common to other 
parts of America, as the itzcuincuani, or dog 
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eatery Die tlalocelotli or little tiger, and the 
tlalfniztlu or little lion. 

V. The prodigious variety, and number of birds 
in Mexico, have occasioned some authors to remark 
that as Africa is the country of beasts, so is Mexi- 
co, that, of birds. The naturalist Hernandez, has 
collected, and described, above two hundred spe- 
cies, and yet, omits many worthy of notice. The 
most that we can attempt, will be, to run over some 
classes of them, and point out such peculiarities as 
mar appear worthy of attention. 

I. Among the birds of prey, there are several 
species of the eagle, kestrels, eosshawks, falcons, 
and sparrowhawks. Birds of this class, are gene- 
rally admitted to possess a superiority over those of 
Europe: and the excellence of the Mexican falcons 
was so remarkable, that by the deare of Phillip 
the Second, a hundred were every year sent to 
Spain. The largest, the most beautiful, and the 
most valuable among the eagles, is the itzquauh- 
tli^ which pursues not only the larger birds and 
hares, but will even attack men and beasts. There 
are two kinds of kestrel; that called cenotzqui^ 
is ^rticularly beautiful. 

The ravens called cacalotl^ are not in Mexico 
as in other countries, the scavengers of the fields; 
they pursue a more cleanly, but less honest employ- 
ment, in robbing the corn fields. The business of 
removing carrion, is reserved for the zopilots^ 
known in South America, by the name of gallin- 
azzh in other places by that of aure^ and some- 
times called, very improperly, by that of ravens. 
There are two very difierent species of these birds; 
the zopilote, properly so called, and the cozca- 
guauhtli; both are bigger than the raven. They 
resemble each other, in the hooked bill and crooked 
claws, and by having on their head, instead of fear 
tfaerS) a wnnkled membrane with some curling 
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hairs. They fly so high, as to be freqaently lost 
to the eye, and discoyer their prey, by the acute- 
ness of their sight and smell, upon which they de- 
scend in a majestic fli^t, in a grand spiral course. 
Thej are both almost mute. The two species are 
distinguished by their size, their colour, and some 
other peculiarities. The zopilotes, properly so 
called, have black feathers, with brown head, bill, 
and feet, so often in flocks and roost together upon 
trees. They are very numerous in all ihe Tanous 
climates; while the cozcaquauhtliy is rare and 
:uliar to the wanner climates. The latter Imd ii 
IT than the zopilote, has red head and feet| 
: deep red, except towards the extremity which 
is white. The featners are brown except on the 
neck, and parts about the breast, wluch are of a 
reddish black. The wings are of an ash colour 
upon ihe inside, and upon the outside, yariem- 
ted black and tawny. This bird is called by vm 
Mexicans, the king of the zolipotes, and they say, 
that when these two species meet together, about 
the same carrion, the zopilote does not touch it 
until the cozcaquauhtli has tasted it The zopilote 
is a most useful bird to the country; for it not only 
clears the field of carrion, but it attends the croco- 
diles, and destroys the e^ which they leave in 
the sand, to be natched by the heat of the sun. 
The destruction of such a bird should be prohibited 
under severe penalties. 

There is however, another bird to which the title 
of king of the zopUotes is given. This modem 
monarch is as large as a common eagle, with a state- 
ly air, strong claws; fine piercing eyes, and a beau- 
tiful black, white and tawny plumage; and remark- 
able, particularly, for a certain scarlet coloured 
fleshy substance, which surrounds its neck like a 
collar, and comes over its hea4 in the form of a 
small crown. This king of birds, in his crown and 
F 2 
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gorget, has the insignia of power, and if they indi- 
cate the right to reign, it is much to be regretted 
that nature had not set these distinguishing marks 
upon men, who arrogate to themselves the obedience 
01 others. 

S. Among the niglit birds, are several kinds of 
owls, to which we may add bats, though not pro- 
perly birds. Of this equivocal animal, there are 
numbers, in the warm and woody countries; some 
of them will draw blood, with dreadful bites trom 
horses and other animals. In some of the very hot 
wuntries, they are found of a, prodigious size; but 
not so large as those of the Fhilhpine isles, and 
other parts of the east. 

3. Under the title of aquatic birds, we shall 
comprehentl not only the palmides, which swim 
and live generally in the water, but the AeTnan- 
topodes also, or such as live chiefly on the shore, 
and get thai* food by fishing. There is a prodi- 
gious number of birds of this kind, including geese, 
atleast twenty species of ducks, several kinds of 
herons and ee;rets, vast numbers of swans, guile, 
water rails, £ver9, kind's fishers, and others. The 
ducks sometimes cover me fields in immense clouds. 
Among the herons and excreta, some are ash colour- 
ed, some white, others, with the plumage white, and 
the neck, the tips and upper part of the wines, 
and a part of tne tail, enlivened with a bright 
scarlet, or beautiful blue. 

The nelican, or onocrontalus, called by the 
Spaniards of Mexico, akatraz, is sufBcientJy 
known by the great pouch which is under its bill. 
There are two species of this bird here, one having 
X smooth bill, the other a notched one. The circum- 
stance of these birds assisting; the sick, and wound- 
ed of their species, is a peculiar and affecting onej 
of which the Americans sometimes take advantaee 
to procure fish without trouble. They break tne 
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wing of a Uving pelican, and after tying the iHrd to a 
tree, conceal themselTesin the neighbourhood; where 
tlie^ watch the coming of other pelicans with pro- 
visions, and when these throw up the fish from the 
pouch, th^ run in and carry it off, leaving however 
a portion for the captive bird. 

If the pelican be admirable for its benificence, 
the yoalquacIdlKy is not less wonderful, for the 
arms with which the Creator has supfdied it. This 
is a small ^iquatic bird, with a long narrow neck, 
a smiaU heaa, a long yellow Inll, long l^s, feet and 
claw^t and a short taiL The lees and feet, are aah 
coloured; the body is black, wi& some yellow fea- 
thers about the beJly. Upon its head it has a little 
circle,' or coronet of a homy substance, which is 
divided into three very sharp points; and it has two 
others on the forepart of the wings. 

Of the other classes of Inrds, some are valuable, 
upon account of their flesh, some for their plu- 
mage, and some for their song, whilst others en- 
gage our attention, by their extraordinary instinct, 
or other ren^rkable quality. 

4. Of the lurds which afford wholesome, and 
agreeable food. Clavigero says, that he has counted 
more than seventy species. Besides the common 
fowls, brought to Mexico by way of the Canary 
islands and tlie Antilles, she nas tne more valuable 
turkey, which has repaid to Europe her gift These 
birds are abundant, wild and tame. There are 
partridges, quails, pheasants, cranes, turtle doves, 
pigeons, ana a great variety of others, esteemed in 
Europe, and America. Ine pheasants differ from 
those of Europe, and are ot three kinds. The 
coxolitlU and the iejsetototl^ which are both of the 
size of die goose, with a crest upon their heads, 
¥ihich they can raise and depress at pleasure, are 
distinsuidlied by their colour, and some particular 
qudities* The first, sometimes called the royal 
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pheasant, has a tawnj coloured plumage, and its 
flesh is more delicate than that ot the other. The 
tepetototl, may be so tamed, as to pick from its 
master's hand| to run to meet him with signs of joj; 
to learn to shut the door with its bill^ and shows 
in other respects much docility. The third spe- 
cies, called gritoneSy or screamers, are smaUer 
than either of the preceding; have a brown body, 
and black tail and wings. The chachalaca^ the 
flesh of which is excellent, is about the size of the 
common fowl. The upper part of the body is of a 
brown colour, the under wmteish, and the bill and 
feet blueish. It is inconceivable what a noise these 
birds make in the woods with their cries, which, 
somewhat resemble the cackling of fowls, but are 
much louder, more constant, and more disagree- 
able. Of the turtle doves, and pigeons, some are 
peculiar to these countries. 

5. The author last above cited says, that of the 
birds valuable for their plumage, he has reckoned 
five and thirty species that are superlatively beau- 
tiful. At the head of this class, he justiy places 
the huitzitzilin, or the humming bird, which is 
equally admired in every part of the torrid and tem- 
perate zones of America.* He says also, that there 
are nine species of this beautiful creature, and that 
like dormice, swallows, and bats, they continue in 
some cold countries in a state of torpidity, from 

• See the preceding vol. p. 203. 

In a report lately made (1831,) to the Royal Geographioal 
8o(»et^, (England,) captain Kii^, says, that the parrots and 
humming biras, generally the inhabitants of warm regicma, 
are numerous in the southern and western parts of the strait of 
Magalhanes. They were even observed on the wing during a 
■DOW shower; and after a constant succession of rain, snow, 
and sleet; the latter have beoi seen sipping the sweets of fasehia 
and other flowers, while the thermometer waa at the freesiog 

^OiBt 
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October till April. A circumstance which we be- 
lieve, is not generally known. 

Among the aquatic birds, there were several 
much distinguished bj the beauty of their plumage. 
The tlauhquechol or flamingo; tiie hepapcLmo- 
totlj a species of the wild duck, clothed in all the 
colours of the rainbow; the tlacuiloltototl^ or 
painted bird, whose feathers are variegated with red^ 
blue, purple, green, and black, with its black eje, 
and yellow iris, and ash coloured feet; the tlauh' 
iototlf similar in plumage, but inferior in size; the 
tzinizcan, of the size of the pigeon, with a small 
crooked, jellow bill, the head and neck adonied 
with shining green feathers, the breast and belly 
white, except near the tail, where it is variegated 
with blue, tne tail n*een on the upper, and black 
on the lower side, uie wings black and white; . the 
eyes black, with reddish-yellow irides; the tnez^ 
canauhtlij a wild duck, about as large as the do- 
mestic fowl, but of singular beauty, having the bill 
long and broad, azure above, and black oeneath, 
bo^ white, dotted with numerous black spots, 
wings white and brown on the in, and variegated 
with black, white, blue, green, and tawny colour, 
on the outside, head brown, tawny coloured and pur- 
ple, with a beautiful white spot betwixt the eyes 
and bill, eyes black, feet yellowish-red, and tail 
blue above, brown below, and white at its extremi- 
ty; all these beautiful birds, together with the 
huacamaye^ and the cardinals, so much prized 
by the Europeans, were much used by the Mexi- 
cans, in forming their singular works of mosaic, 
which we shall notice hereafter. 

6. Many authors who have been constrained to 
allow to the birds of America, a superiority in the 
beauty of their plumage, have- denied them the 
excellence of song. But thb denial is unjust, and 
nntopported by fact. 



There are in Mexico, aa in Europe, goldfincliea, 
and nigli tin sales, and at least, two and twenty gther 
species of singing birds, which aj-e not inferior to 
these; yet all are surpassed by the centzontli, the 
polljglotta, the many voiced mocking bird, so well 
known throughout America, and so nighly estima- 
ted wherever known. It haa a rich and harmoni- 
ous note, proper to itself, but it is so profuse in its 
acquired ones, that it is difficult to detect or recog- 
nize that which is truly its own. It counterfeits 
not only the tones of other birds, but the different 
cries of quadrupeds. And the listener unaware of 
this faculty, would suppose the grove to be aliye 
with an hundred different songsters. It is the size 
of the common thrush; haa the body white on the 
under side, and grey above, with some white fea- 
thers, especially about the head and tail. It eata 
any thing, but delights chiefly in flies, which it will 
peck from the finger with signs of pleasure. 

The birds called cardinals, are not less delight- 
ful to the ear, from the sweetness of their song, 
than to the sig^t, by the beauty of their scarlet 
plumage and crest. The Mexican calandra, sings 
very sweetly also, and its song resembles that of 
the nightingale. Its feathers are varied with white, 

J'eliow, and grey. It w«aves its nest in a wonder- 
lit manner, with hairs, fastened together with some 
kind of viscid substance, and suspended tike a bag 
from the bough of a tree. The ti^rillo, or little 
tiger, which is also valuable for its music, is so 
named, from its feathers being spotted like the skin 
of the tiger. The cuitlaccochi; resembles the 
cemontU in the excellence of its song, as well as 
in size and colour, as the coztotl exoctly does the 
canary bird. The gorriones iir Mexican sparrows, 
are like the European, except in size, particularly 
in their manner of hopping, and in making their 
nests in the boles of walls. The body is white oq 
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the under and grey upon the upper ude; but at a 
certain ase, the hcuuis of some become red, and 
others yellow. Their flight is laborious, from the 
smallness of their wings, or the weakness of their 
feathers. Their song is delightful and various. 
They freauent the capital and the other cities and 
yillajges ot Mexico. 

The talking birds too, or those which imitate 
the human voice, are alike abundant in the country 
of Anahuac. Even among the sin^ng birds, there 
are some which learn a few words, as the mocking 
bird, and the acolchichi, or bird with the red back, 
which, from that mark, the Spaniards have called th^ 
commendador. The cehiuin which is bi^r than 
the thrush, counterfeits the human voice, m a tone 
that seems burlesqued; and will follow travellers 
a great way. The tzanahiteiy resembles the magpie 
in size, but is of a different colour. It learns to 
speak, steals. cunningly whatever it can get, and in 
every respect, shows a kind of instinct superior to 
that class of birds generally. 

But of all the talking birds the parrot holds 
the first place; they reckon in Mexico, four prin- 
cipal species, the nuacamaya^ the toznenetl^ 
the cochotlj and tiie quiltototl. The first, is 
more valuable for its plumage, than its talent of 
speaking. It is the largest of all parrots. The 
toznenetl^ the most admirable for strength of 
memory, and distinctness of articulation, is 
about the size of a pigeon. Its feathers are of 
a green colour, except on the head, and forepart 
of the wings, which in some are red, and in others 
yellow. It learns any words or tune, and imitates 
them faithfully. There are three species of the 
cochotU differing from each other in size and dIu- 
mage, which in all, is beautiful, and the prevailing 
colour is green. The greatest, is nearly as larce 
as the toznenetl; the two other species, called bj 
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the Spaniards, caterine^ are smaller. They all 
speak, but not well. The quiltototl is the small- 
est kind of parrot, and speaks but little. These 
small parrots, whose plumage is of a most beauti- 
ful green, flj always in large flocks, sometimes 
making a great noise in the air, and at others, com- 
mitting havoc among the grain. When perched 
upon the trees, they can scarce be distinguished 
by their colour from the leaves. The other parrots 
generally go in pairs. 

8. The madrugadoresy or twilight birds, are 
not distinguished by beauty or son^i but are re- 
markable for their lateness in retiring to roost 
at night, and their early waking in the morning, 
they never cease to sing and frolic, till an hour 
after sunset^ be^n again long before dawn, and 
never seem so happy as during the morning, and 
evening twilight About an hour before the break 
of day, one of them be^ns from the bough of a 
tree, where he has passed the night along with 
others of his species, to call them, with a shrill, 
clear note, which he repeats with a tone of glad- 
ness, till some of his companions hear and answer 
him. When they all awake, they make a very 
cheerful noise, which may be heard at a distance. 
These birds are about as large as sparrows. 

The tzacuaSy resembling the last bird in size, 
colour and form of their nest, are still more curi- 
ous. They live in society; and every tree is to 
them a village, composed of a great number of 
nests, all hanging from the boughs. One of them 
who performs the oj05ce of chief, or guard of the 
village, resides in the middle of the tree; from 
which it flies about from one nest to another, visit- 
ing them all, and after singing a little while, returns 
to its place, while the rest remain totally silent; If 
any bird of different species approach tne tree, he 
flies to it, and endeavours with his bill and wingSt 
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to drive it off; but if a many or other large animal 
comes near, he flies screaming to another tree; and 
if at such time any tzacuas belonging to the village be 
reluming from the fields, he meets them, and 
changing his note, obliges them to retire; but as 
soon as ne perceives the danger over, he returns 
happy to his wonted round of visitins ^e nests. 

Vl. The reptiles of Mexico, may be reduced to 
two classes, the four footed, ana the apodes, or 
those without feet To the first, belong crocodiles, 
lizards, frogs, and toads; to the second, all kinds 
of serpents. It is unnecessary to speak of the cro- 
codile or aligator, or of the frogs and toads, or to 
add to what we have already said of the lizards of 
the islands,"^ those of Mexico, being chiefly of the 
same species. 

I. The serpents of Mexico, are very numerous 
and various, of different sizes and colours; some 
poisonous, and others innoxious. 

The largest, seems to have been that called by 
the Mexicans, canauhcoatL It was about three 
Parisian perches long, and of the thickness of a 
man. And Hernandez saw in the mountains of 
Tepoztlan, one of the tlilcoas^ or black serpents, 
sixteen Parisian feet in length. But such mons- 
trous serpents are now rarely seen, unless in some 
wood, distant fi*om'the towns. 

The most remarkable of the poisonous serpents, 
are the ahucyactli^ the cuicuilcoatl^ the teix^ 
minanh the centcoatl^ and the teotlacozauh- 
guu The last is the rattle snake, so common and 
well known throughout North America. The 
ahueyactli, differs from the rattle snake only in 
wanting the rattle; and in the effect of its poison, 
which causes the blood to burst from the mouth, 
nose, and eyes, of the person who has received it. 

* See preceding vol. p. 194. 
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The cuicuicoatl-, so named from the variety of 
its colours, 13 not quite ei^t inches long, ana of 
the thickness of the little finger; but its poison is 
as active as that of the rattle snake. 

The teixminani, is that kind of serpent which 
Pliny calls ji'acw/wm. (dart. J It is of a long slen- 
der form, with a grey coloured back, and purple 
belly. It moves always in a straight line, and 
never coils, but springs from the trees upon passen- 
gers, and has thence derived its name. The Mex- 
icans, call it micoatl, the S[KuiiardB, sxtilla, both 
signifying the same thing with the jaculum, of 
the Latins. These snakes are found in the moun- 
tains of Quauhnahuac, and in other hot countries. 
Hut instances of their attacking travellers are very 

The cencoatl, or poisonous snake, is about five 
feet long, and about eight inches round at the tltick- 
est part Its most remarkable quality, is its shi- 
ning in the dark. 

Among the harmless snakes, of which there ai-e 
several kinds, tlie tzacatlinan, and the maquiz- 
coall, are most noted. The former is very beauti- 
ful) about a foot in length, and of the tiiickness 
of the little finger. It lives always in ant hills, 
upon tlie inhabitants of which it is supposed to feed. 
Tlie maquizcoatl, is about the same size, but of a 
shining silvery hue. The tail is thicker than the 
head, and it can move proeressively with either 
extremity at pleasure. Tliis species is called 
by the Greeks, amphisbsena; it is very rare, 
and found in Mexico, only in the valley of To- 
luca. 

It is believed, that none of the snakes of the 
country, are vivaparous, except the water snake. 
That is about twenty inches long, and one 
thick; its teeth are exceedingly small, the upper 
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part of the head is black, the ndes of it blue) 
and the under part yellow. The back is striped 
with blue and black, toe belly is entirely blue. 

The ancient Mexicans, who delighted to rear all 
kinds of animals, and who, bj long familiaritj, had 
lost that horror which such naturallj inspire, 
used to catch in the fields a little, green, harm- 
less snake, which being brought up at home, 
and well fed, would sometimes ^w to the nze A 
a man. It was generally kept m a tub, which it 
never left, but to receive food from its master's 
hand| this it would take either mounted on his 
shoulder, or coiled about his legs. 

YIL Of the fish of Mexico, we shall describe 
such only as are found in the rivers, and which 
firom some peculiarity are worthy of notice. The 
abundance of fish on the sea coasts and rivers, is 
such, that Clavigero assures us, he has counted more 
than a hundred species, which serve for the nour- 
ishment of man, without reckoning the turtle, 
crab, lobster, or other testaceous or crustaceous 
animal. 

Amon^ the eels, there is a species called huit- 
zitzilmtchin^ by the Mexicans ; about three 
feet long, and very slender. Its body is covered 
with simdl plates, instead of scales. The snout 
is about eight inches in len^, with the upper jaw 
longer than the lower, diffenng in this respect from 
all other eels, which it likewise surpasses in the 
delicacy of its flesh. 

The bobo, is a very fine fish, about two feet long 
and four or six inches broad, and is esteemed excel- 
lent food. The river barbel, called bagre, is of 
the same size with the bobo, and of exqmsite fla- 
vour, but unwholesome, until it is cleansed, widi 
lemon juice, or other acid, from a certain kmd of 
'^ '^r yiscid liquor, which adheres to it The 



bobos, are iaken in Ihe rivers falling into the 
Mexican gulpli; and the barbels in those which 
iijaclii.rge themselves into lak.es, or into the Pacific 
Ocean, The flesh of these two kinds, although 
veiT delicate, does not equal that oi t\it paTnpano, 
and colombella, which are deservedly esteemed 
superior to all others. 

The iztacmichin, or while fish, has always been 
of great repute in Mexico, and is now as common 
at the Spanish tables, as it used to be at those of 
the ancient Mexicans. There are three or four 
species. The amiloil, the largest and most es- 
teemed, ia more tlian a foot in length, has two fins 
on the back, two at the sides, and one under the 
belly. The xalmichin differs from the former 
only in size. The jacapilzahvac, is the small- 
est kind, and not more than eight inches long, and 
one inch and a half broad. All have scales, 
and abound in the lakes of Chalco, Pazcuaco, 
and Chapalla- The fourth is the xalmichin 
of Qvauhnahuac, which has no scales but is 
covered with a tender white skin. 

The axoloil, or aiolote, is a great water lizani 
of the Mexican lake. Its figure is ridiculous and 
disagreeable. It is cnmmouly about eight inches 
long, but ia sometimes to be found about twice that 
length, the skin is soft and black, the head and 
toil long, tlie mouth large, and the tongue broad, 
thin, and cartilaginous. The body gradually di- 
minishes in size, from the middle to the extre- 
mity of the tail. It swims witli the four feet, 
which resemble those of the frog. But the most 
remarkable circumstance with respect to this ani- 
mal, establislied by many observations, is the 
litems,, and a periodical evacuation of blood, to 
which it is subject; in both which it is said to re- 
semble the human species. Tlie axoloil, ia 
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'wfaolesome to eat, and is much of the same taste 
as an eel.* 

YIIL Amonffthe insects the cuzcuya^ holds a 
shining place. But we have already described it 
correctly, in our preceding volume. 

There are at least six different kinds of bees. 
The first, is the same with the common bee of Eu- 
rope, with which it a^es, not only in size, shape, 
and colour, but also m its disposition and manners, 
and in the quality of its honey and wax. The se- 
cond species, which differs from the first, only in 
having no stine, is the bee of Yucatan and Chiopa, 
which makes ue fine cleidr honey of Estabentun, 
of an aromatic flavour, superior to all other kinds. 
This honey is taken six times a year, in every other 
month; but the best is obtained m November, being 
made fi^m a fingrant white flower like jessamine, 
which blows in September, called in that country, 
estabentun, from which the honey has derived its 
name. The third species, resembles the winged ants, 
is smaller than the common bee, and without sting. 
This insect which is peculiar to warm and temper- 
ate climates, forms nests in size and shape, resem- 
bling sugar loaves, and even sometimes greatly ex- 
ceeding these in size, which hang from rocks or 
from trees, and particularly from the oak. The 
populousness of tnese hives, is much greater than 
those of the common bee. The nymphs, which are 
eatable, are white and round, like a pearl. The 
honey is of a greyish colour, but of a fine flavor. 
The fourth species, is a yellow bee, smaller tiian 
the common one, but like it, furnished wiUi a stine; 
its honey is inferior in quality. The fifth, is a small 
bee without a sting, which constructs hives of an 

* Of i^M problematical reptile, as M. de Humboldt denopai- 
nates it, he sent several individiuds to Europe. M. Cuyier, 
thinks it tiie nyxnpha, «f an unknown salanumder. M. Dumeril, 
a nev species of proteus. 8 Humboldt's New Mezioo, lib. d. 
e.S. 

6 2 
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oitttcular form, in subterraneous cavities, and the 
honey is sour, and somewhat bitter. 

Among the flies, there are some luminous as the 
glow worm. The axayacatli^ is a marsh fly, of 
the Mexican lake, the eggs of which being deposi- 
ted in immense quantities, upon the rushes and com 
fields of the lake, form large masses, which are 
carried bj the fishermen, to the market for sale. 
This caviare, called ahuauhtli^ which has much 
the same taste as the caviare of fish, was eaten by 
the Mexicans, and is a common dish among the 
Spaniards. The Mexicans ate not only the e^s, 
but the flies themselves, made up together in a 
mass, and prepared with salt-petre. 

In the hot countries, particularly in those next the 
sea, cucarachas^ whicn the people of the United 
States have corrupted into cocJeroaches.^ are found 
in great numbers. And perhaps the tidy housewife 
may reconcile herself to the presence of this dis- 
gusting insect, bv learning that it is useful in clear- 
ing the house of Dugs. It has been remarked, that 
ships that come from Europe, infested with bu^ 
return from New Spain quite freed of these stimL- 
ing insects, by means of the cucarachas, 

Xocusts too, are occasionally abundant, and very 
destructive. Among other insects, we may add 
curious worms, of several kinds, scolopendrae, 
scorpions, spiders, ants, nigua, chegoes, or jiggers, 
and the cochineal. 

Of the worms, we may notice the tleocuilin^ 
or burning worm, which has qualities similar to 
those of the cantharides; its head is red, the breast 
ffl-een, and the rest of the body of a tawny colour; 
uie temohuaniy a worm covered with yellow ve- 
nomous prickles; and species of silk worm, that 
produces silk of an excellent quality, very white, 
soft, and strong, which is often found upon trees, 
bk ihe^ woods, on the seacoasts, particularly in those 
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years 'when there is little rain. The common rilk 
worm has been brought from Spain, and succeeds 
very well, but the jealousy of the mother country 
pronibited its culture. 

The scolopendrae, are sometimes found in the_ 
temperate, but more frequently in the warm, 
and moist districts. Hernandez says, that he has 
seen them of the length of two feet, and two inch- 
es thick; but such monstrous insects are very rare* 
Scorpions, are common throughout the whole 
country; but in the cold and temperate re^onsy 
are neither numerous nor hurtful. They abound 
in those places where the air is very hot, or very 
dry; and their poison is so active as to kill childr^ 
and to occasion terrible pain to adults. The poi- 
son of the small yellowish scorpion, is more power- 
ful than that of the large brown one, ana thdr 
sting is most dangerous during those hours of the 
day, when the sun gives most heat. 

Of the variety of spiders, the tarantula^ and 
casampulga^ are most worthy of notice. The 
name tarantula, is given very improperly, in that 
country, to a very large spider, the back and legs of 
which, are covered with a fine soft blackish down, 
like that upon young chickens. It is peculiar to 
the hot countries, and is found in houses as well as 
in fields. It is supposed to be poisonous; and it is 
generally, and we presume erroneously believed, 
mat if a horse tramples upon one, he soon loses his 
hoof. The casampulga^ is a small spider, of the 
size of a chick pea, with short legs, and red belly. 
It is common and venomous. 

The most curious ants, are the red, called ftrfl- 
vas^ or fierce, which iimict painful wounds, with 
their stings; the large brown ants, called harrieras^ 
or carriers, because they are continually employed 
in carrying grain for their provision, and are very de- 
structive to the harvest, black lines of which are ire- 
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qnenti; seen upon the earth, in incessant motioD; 
aad a sLngular ant in Michuacao, larger than the 
common ant, with a greyish coloured body, and 
black head. Upon its hinder parts, it carries 
a small bag, full of a very sweet liquor, which 
the children are fond of, aod imagine it honey. 

The nigua or Chegoe, called in other countries 
pique, is an exceeding email insect, wliich &ies 
upon die human feet, and insensibly breaks the cu- 
ticle, and nestles between that and the true skin; 
and unless taken out, pierces to tlie flesh, where it 
multiplies with a rapidity almost incredible. It is 
seldom discovered, until it pierces the true skin, 
when it causes an intolerable itching. These in- 
sects with their astonishing multiplication, would 
soon dispeople these couotnes, were it less easy to 
avoid them, or were the inhabitants less dexter- 
ous in removing them from their persons. The 
poor, however, suffer these insects sometimes to 
multiply, so far, as to make large holes in lieir 
flesh, and even to occasion dangerous wounds. 

The celebrated cochineal of Meiico, so well 
known and highly esteemed over the world, for the 
beauty of the colour it affords, is an insect, 
the most useful which Anahuac produces. Particu- 
lar pains have always been taken to rear it, from 
the times of the Mexican kings; but the country 
in which it thrives best, is Mixteca, where it is the 
principal branch of commerce. At its utmost 
growth, it resembles in size and figure, a bug. The 
female is fll proportioned, and slu^sh. The eyes, 
moutli, antennx, and feet, are so concealed among 
the wrinkles of its skin, '<diat they cannot be dis- 
covered without the assistance of a microscope; 
from which circumstance it has been mistaken for a 
seed, instead of an animal. The males, are small- 
er and thinner than the females, and are not so 
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nnmenms, but are more brisk and active. Upon 
the head of the insect are two articulated antennae, 
in each articulation of which, are four small bristies, 
regularly disposed. It has six feet, each conasting 
of three parts. From tiie hinder part of the bodj, 
grow out two hairs, which are two or three times 
as laiige as the whole insect The male has two 
large wings, which are wanting on the female. 
The internal colour of the insect, is a deep red, 
darker in the female; and the external^ pale 
red. In the wild cochineal, the intenial colour 
is still darker, and the external whitish, or ash. 
The cochineal is reared upon a species of the 
nopal, opuntia, or Indian fig, which srows to 
the hei^th of about eight feet, and bears fruit like 
the fig of other opnntias, but not edible. It feeds 
on the leaves of this plant, where it passes through 
all the stages of its growth, and at length produces 
a numerous offspring.* 

Among the water insects, the atetemtz, ts a 
marsh beetie, resembling in shape ana size the 
beetles that fly. It has four feet, and is covered 
with a hard shell. The atopinaUj is a marsh 
grasshopper, of a dark colour, about six inches long 
and two broad. The ahuihuitla^ is a worm of 
the Mexican lake, four inches long, and of the 
thickness of a goosequill; of a tawny colour upon 
the upper part of the body, and white upon the 
under part It stings with its tail, which is hard, 
and poisonous. The ocuiliztac^ is a black marsh 

• D. Ant Xmoa, says, that the nopal, troon wWch the eochi- 
seal is reared, has no prickles; but, M. Claidgero obsenrea, that 
in Mixteca, where he resided five years, he always saw it on 
prickly no^s. M. Raynal, imagines, that the colour of the 
cochineal, is to be ascribed to the red fig, on which it lives. He 
is mistaken, since, the nopal on which it feeds, bears white figs, 
and the insect feeds on the leaves, not on the fruit It may oe 
reared upon the soecies with a red fig, but that ia not its proper 
plant 
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worm, which becomes white when roasted. All 
these insects were eaten by the ancient Mexicans. 
The names alone, of the insects of this country 
would fill an immease catalogue, which cannot have 
place in a work like the present We shall there- 
fore close this short account, by noticii^ a kind of 
zoophytes, or animal plant mentioned 6y M. Cla,- 
vigero. This was three or four inches long, and 
h^ four very slender feet, and two antennas, but 
the body was notliing more than the fibres of the 
leaves, of the same shape, size, and colour, with 
those of the other leaves of the tree, upon which 
the insect was fonnd. 

To pass at once from the lowest to the highest 
order of animal life, we shall close this physical 
sketch, by a description of the bodilv and mental 
qualities of the race of men, which awelt in Ana- 
It has been correctly observed,* that we cannot 
do justice to this race by painting it in tlie state of 
degradation and misery, to which it was reduced 
by Spanish policy; that we must go back to the 
period, when governed by its own laws, it could 
display its proper energy; and that we must read 
its character in the nieroglyphical paintings, 
buildings of hewn stone, and works of sculpture, 
still in preservation, which, though they attest the 
infancy of the arts, have a striking analogy to mon- 
uments of the most civilized people. 

The Indians of new Spain, bear a general re- 
semblance to those of Canada, Florida, Peru, and 
Brazil. They have the same swarthy, and copper 
colour, flat and smooth hair, small beard, squat 
bo<ly, long eye, with the corner directed upwards, 
tnwards the temples, prominent cheek bones, thick 
lips, and an expression of gentleness in the moutii, 
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Btron^j coiitrasted with a gloomj and severe look. 
In surveying a million and a half of square leases, 
from Terra del Fuegi) to Bhering's straits, we are 
struck with a generu resemblance in the features 
of the inhabitants, and are disposed to infer that 
they have all descended from the same stock, not- 
withstanding the great diversity of language which 
separates them. But this anal<^ of fof m mis been 
much exaggerated by the Europeans, who have visi- 
ted the western continent 

The Mexicans are more swarthy than the in* 
habitants oi the warmest climates of South Ameri- 
ca, or the tribes north of the river Gila. They 
have also mdre beard than the indigenes of South 
America; and many of the Indians, in the vicinity 
of the capital, wear small mustacluos, which were 
a mark of iheir tributary cast In a less advanced 
stage of physiolo^, a paucity of beard was deem- 
ed a sure indication of degeneracy, and feeblenesB 
of Uie human race.* But, with the increase of 
knowledge, this error has vanished. A diminutive 

Quantity of beard is by no means peculiar to the 
imerican races. Many hordes of eastern Asia, 
and several tribes of negroes, have so little beard, 
that its existence is scarce perceptible. And no 
stronger proof of the falsity of the hypothesis as- 
sum^ by European historians on this subject, need 
be adduced, than the inspection of the negroes of 
Congo, and the Caribs, two eminently robust races, 
frequently of colossal stature. 

The stature of the Mexicans, is generally above 
the common size; their limbs well proportioned; 
and as is generally the case with native Americans, 
they are very free from deformity. If their appear- 
ance be not prepossessing it is not revolting. 
Among their young women, were many very fair 

* De Panw, Dr. Bobertaon, and othws. 
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and attractiye, whose beauty was heigTitened by 
the winning sweetness of their address, and the 
tnodestj of their deportment. The freedom from 
deformity which the Indians enjoy, is ascribed to 
the "gi'eat simplicity in which their ancestors lired 
for thousands of years."* It might perhaps be 
more justly attributed, to the active nature of their 
pursuits, their habit of dwelling much in the open 
air, and particularly to the liberty which their in- 
fants enjoyed from their birth, uncnecked by band- 
ages, or cumbrous garments. " I have never," 
says Humboldt, " seen a hunchbacked Indian, and 
it IS extremely rare to see any one squint, or lame 
of the arm or leg." Dr. Robertson, after M. De 
Pauw, in the spirit of vilification which character- 
ize their writings in America, ascribes this freedom 
from deformity, to the practice of putting to death 
all children defectively framed; and he adds "that in 
those provinces of the new world, where, by the 
establishment of the Europeans, more regular pro- 
vision has been made for the subsistence of its in- 
habitants, and they are restrained from laying vio- 
lent hands upon their children, the Americana are 
eo far from being eminent for any superior perfec- 
tion in their form, that one should rather suspect 
some peculiar imbecility in the race, from the ei- 
traordinary number of individuals, who are deform- 
ed, dwarfish, mutilated, blind, or deaf.t " 

■ Humboldl, N, 8. book S. cb. 6. 

+ I Bobt Am. b. 4. i 41. 

Tliis ii one, among mtmj of [he Eeneral proporitionB, wliich 
Dr. Robertson ha* aBserted, foumk-d on a particular ioBtance, 
and special localilr. His authority, for thia oomnrthentire m- 
»enion, is a einKle paasagc in the Toyage of Ulloa, relating 
to the Indiana, in the town of Quito, for whoBe diseases and 
infirmities, the vices they iiave acquired, and the treatment the^ 

porilion to treat the subject fairly, the same book affonli ample 
meani to establish the fad, that the Indians not exposed to these 
causes of debili^, Ira uneonunoiily ivbiut, uid well foimed. 
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But unfortimatel J for this hypothesis, the crime 
of infanticide was not practised at Mexico, and in 
all the countries of Anahuac, which make one fourth 
of the new world, the Indian^ lived in societies, 
where re^lar provision had for ages been made for 
their sul^stence. M. de Humboldt, had in view 
die for^ii^ passage of Dr. Robertson, whilst ma- 
king the following remark. ^^When we examine 
savage hunters, or warriors, we are tempted to be- 
lieve that thej are well made because those who 
have any natural deformity either perish from fa- 

S' ;ue, or are exposed by their parents: But the 
exican and Peruvian Indians, those of Quito^ 
and new Granada, are agriculturists, who can only 
be compared with the class of European peasantry. 
We can have no doubt then, that the absence of 
natural deformities among them, is the effect of 
their mode of life, and of the constitution peculiar 
to their race. All men of very swarthy com- 
plexion, those of Mongol and American origin, and 
especially the negroes, participate in the same ad- 
vantage. We are inclined to believe, that the 
Arab European race, possesses a greater flexibility 
of or^nization, and that it is more easily modified by 
exterior causes, such as aliment, climate, and habit, 
and consequently has a greater tendency to deviate 
from its onginal model.^' This latter remark, is 
a return of the ball, with no inconsiderable force. 
Upon its truth we will not pronounce. But we will 
observe, that the descendants of the Arab European 
race in America, where they enjoy freedom, plenty 
and good morals, are scarce less perfect in their 
forms, than were the abori^nal inhabitants. 

The exterior form of those inhabitants, confirms 
the analogy between the American and Mongol 
race. This analogy is most evident, in the colour 
(j( the skin and hair, in the defective beard, high 
cheek bones, and the direction of the eyes. But 
H 
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the resemblance of some features does not consti- 
tute identity of race. If the hieroglyphic paint- 
ings, and the traditions of the inhabitants of Ana- 
huac, indicate that wandering tribes spread from, 
the north-west, towards the soutii, we are not war- 
ranted thereby to conclude that all the Indians oC 
tiie new continent are of Asiatic origin. In fieu^t, 
osteolo^ teaches us, that the cranium of the Ameri- 
can diners essentially from tiiat of the MongoL 
The former exhibits a facial line more inclined, 
though stndghter than that of the ne^ro; and there 
IB no race on the globe, in which thefrontal bone is 
more depressed backward, or which has a less pro- 
jecting forehead.* The cheek bones of the Ame- 
ricans, are almost as prominent as those of the 
Mongols; but the contours are more rounded, and 
the angles not so «harp. The under jaw is larger 
tiian tmit of tiie negro, and its branches are less 
dispersed than those of the Mongol. The occipe- 
/a/ bone, is less curved, and the protuberances 
which correspond to the cerebellum^ so important 
in the system of M. Gait, are scarcely sensible. 
Perhaps, the race comprehended under the name 
of American Indians, is a mixture of Asiatic tribes, 
end the Aborigines of this continent; and the enor- 

* This esrtraordiiuuy flatness, is found among nations to -whom 
(he means oi producing artificial deformity are unknown, as is 
proven hy the crania of Mexican Indians, Fonyians and Atores, 
lodged in the museum of Natural Histoiy, at Paris, by M. M. 
de Homboldt, and Bonpland. M. de Humboldt thinks, that the 
barbarous custom prevident among some savage tribes, of press- 
ing the heads of cnildren between two boards, had its orig^ in 
such a form of the frontal bone. The nc^g^roes give preference 
to the thickest, and most pronunent lips; the Calmucks to turned 

St noses; and the Gredu in their heroic statues, have raised 
e facial line, above that of nature, from 85° to 100°. f Guvier,' 
JtnaS, Compare, t. ii. p. 6.) The Astecs, who never aisfi^^uie 
the heads of th^r chikbren, represent their principal divinities 
with a head much more flattened than any among the Charibt» 
Hiimb61dt*s N. S. book 2. c. 6. 
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mous aquiline noses, observed in the Mexican 
paintings, may have pertained to the physiognomy 
of tribes now extinct The Canadian Indians^ 
call themselves, Metoktheniakes^ (bom of the 
Sun^J and reject the eflforts of the priests to per- 
suade them to the contrary.* 

The senses of the Mexicans are very acute, es- 
pecially that of sight, which they enjoy commonly 
unimpaired to the greatest age. Their constitotions 
are sound, and their health robust. They are ex« 
empted from many disorders, usual among ihe 
Spaniards; but, as we have already remark^, of 
the epidemics to which their country is occasionally 
subject, they are the principal victims. Clavigero 
observes, that, they li^come grey headed and l^d, 
earlier than ihe Spaniards. But Humboldt says, 
they seldom become grey; and that it is much more 
rare to find an Indian, tnananegro with grey hairs. 
And he adds, that the skin of the Indian, is also 
less subject to wrinkles. Clavigero's representa- 
tion, is supported by Ulloa, and Father Gunulla* 
Though most -of the Indians die of acute diseases, 
it is not uncommon for them to attain to great age. 
In the temperate zone, halfway up the Cordillera, 
they often, especially women, reach an hundred 
years, and this old age is generally comfortable, for 
they preserve their muscular sfrengfli until the 
lastt 

• Humboldt's N. S. book 2. ch. 6. 

t Humboldt relates, that while he was at lima, the Indian 
Hilario Pari, died at the village of Chiguala, four leagaes dis- 
tant from the town of Arequipa, at the a^ of one hundred and 
forty-three years. He remained united m marriaTO, for nmety 
years, to an Indian of the name of Andrea Alar Zar, w^ at- 
tained the age of one hundred and seventeen. This old Peru- 
vian, went, at the age of one hundred and thirty, from three to 
four leagues daily, on foot He became blind, thirteen years 
before Ms death, and left behind him, of twelve children, bnt 
one daughter, of seventy-seven years of age. (Humboldt, N, 8. 
b. 2. ch. 6.) 



76 HISTOBT OF AMERICA* CH. XIK 

The Mexicans were temperate in eating, buttheir 
passion for fermented and distilled liquors has ever 
been excessive. This vice was restrained hj very 
severe punishments, during the reign of their na- 
tive sovereigns. But when Spanish policy abolish- 
ed the restraining laws, onehdf of the people, saja 
Clavigero, seemed to have lost their senses. 

It would be as difficult as unjust, to appreciate 
the moral &culties of this race, from their cona- 
tion under Spanish despotism. A great proportion 
of the higher classes of Mexico, among whom in- 
tellectual culture might be supposed, perished in 
the Spanish conquest. The fanaticism oi the eccle- 
siastics was specially directed against the Aztec 
priests, the teopixqm or ministers of their religion, 
and all the inhabitants of the teocallis or holy cmel- 
lings, who were the depositaries of Mexican sci- 
ence. The monks industriously destroyed the 
hieroglyphic paintings, which contained, if we may 
be allowed the expression, the literature of the na- 
tion, by which every species of knowledge was 
transmitted from generation to generation. The 
people thus deprived of all means of instruction 
were plunged into ignorance, so much the deep- 
er, as the missionaries, unskilled in the Mexican 
language, could communicate to them no new 
ideas. The Indian women possessed of rank and 
fortune allied themselves with the conquerors, 
that they might avoid the humiliation into which 
their nation liad fallen. The remaining natives 
consisted of the most indigent classes; the serfs 
attached to the soil, artizans, among whom, was a 
great number of weavers, porters, who were mere 
beasts of burden, and the very dregs of the people, 
the crowds of beggars, who filled, in the time of 
Cortes, the streets of all the great cities of the 
Mexican empire. 
Let us suppose, that a race of lettered men with 
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all the science of the m'eaeiit age, as dififerent from 
the Spaniards, as the Spaniards were from the In- 
dians, had invaded Spain, with vastlj superior arms 
in the 15th century, and with the assistance of the 
subjugated and prescribed Moors, had overthrown 
the monarchy, pulled down the cities, destroved 
the universities, colleges, and churches, burnea all 
the libraries, {>ictures, and statues, and slain the 
scholars, the priests, and the nobles: — ^And then let 
us ask; what ideas the conquerors would have en- 
tertained of the moral powers of the Spanish na- 
tion, judging it from the remaining peasantry 
aloner 

Althou^ the Indian races, have been as grossly 
injured in their intellectual, as in their physical 
character by the conquerors, and modem histori- 
ans, yet some of the Spaniel clergy, who had full 
opportunities of studying their capabilities, have 
done them justice. Acosta, Garces, first bishop 
of Tlascalla, and even the overzealous Zummaraga» 
and manv others, have borne test^ony to thdbr 
mental ability. But such testimony was scarce 
needed. When we consider, that theMexicanshad 
an almost exact knowledge of the duration of the 
year; that they intercalated at the end of their 
cycle of fifty-two years with more accuracy, 
than the Egyptians, Greeks, or Romans;* that 
the Toltecs m the seventh, and the Aztecks 
in the twelfth century, drew geographical maps, 
constructed cities, highways, dykes, canals, and 
immense pyramids accurately designed with bases 
of 1400 feet; that they had a complicated feudal 
system, a regulated priesthood, and theocratic poli- 
cy, a well organized military, and artificial, politi- 

• M. Laplace, discovered in the Mexican intercalation, that 
flie duration of their year, is almost the identical duration found 
by the astronomers of Almamon, caliph of Bagdad, the distin* 
guiahed son of Haroun Al Uasciud. 
H 2 
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every thing American, observes, that " The Span- 
iards, accustomed to see the natives dispersed, or 
in small liamlcts, were astonished on entering New 
Spain, to find them Fesiding in towns of such 
extent aB resembled those of Europe. In the first 
fervour of their admiration, they compared Zem- 
poalla, though a town of second or third size, to 
the cities oi greatest note in their own country. 
"When afterwards they visited in succession, Tlas- 
cala, Cholula, Tacuba, Tezcuco, and Mexico itself, 
their amazement increased so much, that it led 
them to convey ideas of their magnitude and popu- 
lousness, bordering on what is mcredtble. Even 
when there is leisure for observation, and no inter- 
£Bt to deceive, conjectural estimates of the number 
,of people in cities are extremely loose and usually 
much exaggerated. It is not surprizing then, that 
Cortes ana his companions, little accustomed to 
such imputations, and powerfully tempted to mag- 
nify, in order to exalt the merit of their own dis- 
coveries and conquest, should have been betrayed 
Into this common error, and have raised their de- 
scriptions considerably above truth. For this rea- 
> Bon, gome considerable abatement ought to be made 
I from their calculations of the number of inhabi- 
tants in the Mexican citiee, and we may fix the 
■fandard of their population, much lower than they 
i bave done; but still tliey will appear to have been 
I cities of such consequence, as are not to be found 
I but among people who have made some considera- 
L bleprogreas on the arts of life."* 
' There are several important objections to tliis 
I view of the distinguished historian. It has been 
^ asserted, and we believe correctly, that military 
commanders, accustomed to form estimates of the 
numbers in large masses of men, by a coup d'leil, 

' Bobat Am. B, 7. b. 9. 
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acquire a wonderfal tact, and make admirable ap« 
proximaiioiis to truth in their conjectures. If 
this be true, Cortes and his companions, are the 
best authorities, short of an actual census upon 
8uch a subject And if they were tempted bj vanity 
to exa^erate the number of their opponents, they 
had a uke inducement to diminish ttie number of 
iheir allies. * But as their reports of the numbers 
of both, are subject to the same charge of extrava- 
gance, we may presume, they did not err from this 
cause. Nor did they make their reports in the 
^^ first fervour of their admiration. *' Cortes' first 
letter to Charles Y. was written eighteen months 
after his arrival in Mexico; the Anonymous Con- 
queror, wrote some years after the conquest, and 
]Bemal Diaz, after a residence of forty years in the 
country. Nor, are the military officers the only 
persons, who have declared the extraordinary popu- 
lation of Mexico. 

The Yale of Mexico, was at least as well peopled 
as the most populous countries of Europe. It con- 
tained forty considerable cities, besides many villa- 
ges and hamlets. Cortes affirms, that the city of 
Mexico was as large as Seville and Cordova; 
Surius citing certain records, in the royal archives 
of Spain, says, that it contained one hundred and 
thirty thousand houses. Torquemada following 
Sahagun, and other Indian historians, reckons one 
hundured and twenty thousand, and adds, that each 
house had from four to ten inhabitants. The Anony- 
mous Conqueror, writes, "this city of Temistitian, 
may be about two leagues and a half, or three 
leagues more or less, in circumference; the 
greater part of those who have seen it, jud^ 
tiiat there are upwards of sixty thousand fires* in 

* Dr. Robertson, in oitine this author, (from Samutio, iii. 
309. A.) says, 60.000 people!! And he reproves Gomara, for 
haTing adopted the versiou of 60.000 houses, which is that giTen 
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it, and rather more than less. Cortes says, 
that the city of Tezcuco contained thirty thousand 
dwellings. But this, Clavigero remarks, should 
be understood solely of the court; for including 
the three other cities of Coatlichan, Huexotia, ana 
Atenco, which as Cortes attests, appeared to form 
a separate population, it was much larger than 
Mexico. Torquemada following Sahagun, and 1^ 
accounts of the Indians, affirms, that these four 
citie^ contained one hundred and forty thousand 
houses. No historian has reported the population 
of Tlacopan, though all affirm it to have been con- 
siderable. Xochimilco, next to the three royal 
cities, was the largest in the Yale. According to 
Cortes, Iztiapalapan, had from twelve to fifteen 
thousand fires; Mixcoac six thousand; Huitzzilo- 
nocho fi^m four to five thousand; Acolman and 
Otompan each four thousand; and Mexicaltzinco 
three thousand. Chalco, Azcapozalco, Cojt)acan, 
C^uauhtitlan, were much larger than the last men- 
tioned cities. All these with many others, were 
comprehended in the Yale of Mexico alone; and 
caused no less admiration than fear to the Span- 
iards, when they first observed them from the top 
of the mountains of that delightful valley.* 

Cortes thus describes Tlascala, in his letter to 
Charles Y. "It is so large and wonderful, that, 
although I omit a ^eat d^ of what I could say, I 
believe the little which I do say, will appear in- 
credible; for it is much larger, and more populous 
than Granada, when it was taken from the Moors; 
more strong, has as good buildings, and more abun- 
dance of everything." The Anonjinous Conqueror 
observes, "There are great cities, and among 
others that of Tlascala, which in some respects, 

1^7 Clavigero, as aboye stated. Thia^ at six inhabitants to each 
dweUing, wouldeiTe 360.000. 
* Cm^btq, Insert. tIU 
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resembles Granada, and in o&ers Segcma; bat it is 
more populous than ^ther. Tumpantzinco, a city 
jf that republic, according to the enumeration ac- 
tually made, by the direction of* Cortes, included 
twe^^ thousand houses. And bjthe same authori- 
ty, Huejotlipan, another town of tiie same 8tate« 
had from three to four thousand fires; Cholula twen- 
ty thousand, and there were as many in the adja- 
cent villages. Huexotaunco, and Tepejacac, were 
the rivals of Cholula in greatness.* 

These accounts of the population of Anahuac, 
are sustained by the immense concourse of people 
in its markets, the miehty armies which it sent foiih, 
and the great number of baptisms immediately 
after the conquest, all of which we shall notice in 
their appropriate places. For two centuries after 
the conquest, the population . continued rapidly to 
diminish; but in latter years it has increased much, 
and was estimated in 1803, by M. de Humboldt, 
at 6.500.000 souls, t 

* Clavigmi t New Spahi, book 8. e. i. 
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Extraordinary contract between the Mexican 
Plehians and Nobles.... liXVll, War with the 
Tepenecas^ and its successful result. 

I. The history of the first peopling of AnahuaCf 
is, like that of other countries, invoiTed in fable* 
Of the orisin of the many tribes, or nations, which 
inhabited uds vast country, we can leam nothing. 
The annals of the Toltecas, are the most ancient 
of which we have any knowledge, and they are 
very imperfect. 

tl. Tney relate^ however, that having beenban* 
ished from their own country, HuehuetapaXlan^* 
they began their ioumey in me year 1, Tecpatl, 
corresponding to the 596th of our era.t They pro- 
ceeded southward under the direction of seven 
chiefs, sojourning at various places for such periods 
as suited their convenience or inclination. At the 
expiration of one hundred and twenty-four years, 
they permanently established themselves on the 
banks of a river, where they founded the city of 
Tollan or Tula, ^vine it the name of their native 
country. This, the oldest city of Anahuac, is one 
of the most celebrated in the history of Mexico, 
and was the capital of the Toltecan kingdom, and 
the court of their kings. Their monarchy began 
in the year 8, Acatl^ A. D. 667, and lasted three 
hundred and eighty-four years. This period is di- 
vided into cycles of fifty-two years each, and each 

* M. ClaTigero, sapposes this to hare been in the kingdom o! 
ThUan, situated north-west of Mexico, fix)m which they de- 
riyed their name. ToUecotly signifies a native of Tollan. HisL 
Mex. book 2. 

t The readers wiU find a notice of the Mexican system of 
ehronoloey hereafter. We have followed the chronological or- 
der of Curngero. Humboldt says, we know not on what au- 
thority, that the Toltecs left their native eountiy in the year 
544 of our era, and arrived in Anahuac. in 648, and at Tula, in 

era. s. Humb. Rei. 249. 
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cj^cle, is supposed to have been ruled by a sin^e 
prince. Thus S64 ^ears, were occupied by seven 
monarchs; and Topiltzin, the eighth and hist of the 
line, perished in the twentieth year of his rdgn, by 
a pestilence which destroyed his nation. 

It would thus appear from their annals, that 
seven monarchs reigned, each, exactly fifty-two 
years. But this singularity arose from a nroyision 
of their law, by whicn no king was suffered to reim 
for a greater or less period. If he completed the 
Cycle upon the throne, he immediatel^r resimed the 
crown, and another was elected; but if he died be- 
fore the cycle expired, the nobles assumed the 
government, which they administered in the name 
of the deceased, during the remaining years. 

in. The Toltecas, were the most celebrated 
people of Anahuac, for their superior civilization, 
and skill in the arts; whence in after ages eminent 
artists were distinguished by this honorable appel- 
lation. Their city was well built, and the govern- 
ment ably administered, both in the civil and mili- 
tary departments, but the citizens had more skill 
in arts than in arms. The nations who have suc- 
ceeded them, acknowledge themselves indebted to 
the Toltecas, for the culture of maize, cotton, pep- 
per, and other fruits, and for the ait of working 
metals, and cutting gems. But nothing more 
adorns their character, than their profound and 
accurate knowledge of astronomy, which enabled 
them to construct a calendar, or systematic arrange- 
ment of time, which corresponcis closely with uie 
true system adopted by the most polished and learn- 
ed nations of the world, and which was followed 
by all the civilized inhabitants of Anahuac. 

Boturini,* upon the faith of the ancient histories 

• In a work printed at Madrid, in 1746, under the title of, 
« Sketch of a genend history of Nev Spain^ founded on ag;reak 
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of the Toltecas, says, that observing in their own 
country of HuehuetctpaUan^ that the solar year ex- 
ceeded the civil one, by which they reckoned, about 
six hours, they regulated the latter by interposing 
the intercallary day once in four years; and that 
this correction was made more than one hundred 
years before the christian era. • He says further, 
that in the year 660, under the reign of Jxtlalcuech-' 
ahuac, in Tula, a celebrated astronomer, called 
Huematzin^ assembled by the king's consent, all 
the sages of the nation; and with them painted 
tbe famous book called Teoamoxtli, or divine book, 
in which were represented by very ])lain figures, 
the ori^n of tiie Indians, their dispersion after the 
confusion -of tongues at Babel, their journey in 
Asia, their first settlements upon the continent of 
America, the founding of the kingdom of Tula, 
and its progress until mat time:^In which, also, 
were descnbed the heavens, the planets, the con- 
stellations, the calendar with its cycles, the mytho- 
lo^cal transformations, including their moral phi- 
losophy, and the mysteries of then- deities, conceal- 
ed by hieroglyphics from common understanding^ 
togeujer wim all, that appertained to their religion 
and manners. He adds, that the eclipse of the 
sun, which happened at the death of Christ, was 
marked in their paintings, in the year 7 Tochtli^ 
and that some learned Spaniards, well acquainted 
with the history, and the paintings of the Toltecas, 
having compared their chronology with ours, found 
that tSey reckoned from the creation of the world 
to the birth of Christ, five thousand, one hundred 
and ninety-nine years, which is exactly the compu- 
tation of the Roman calendar.* 

munber of figures, symbols, characters, hieroglyphics, hymns, 
and manuscripts of Indian authors, lately discovered. " 

* M, Clavigero, though apparently indisposed to give entire 
eODfideoce to we ahoye statement of Boturini, says, « All &o«e 



CH. TV. MEXICO. 69 

The Toltecas had a distinct tradition of the uni- 
versal delu^, of the confusion of tongues, and of 
the dispersion of the people; and they even pre- 
tended to name their nrst ancestors, who then sep- 
arated from the primitive family. Their religion 
was idolatrous; and to them is ascribed the inven- 
tion of the mythology of the Mexicans; but in their 
worship they are supposed to have abstained from 
those bloody sacrifices, which afterwards degraded 
it The fiamous idol, representing the god of wa- , 
ter, placed on mount TTo/oc, is conjectured to have 
been erected by them; it is certain that they built 
in honour of their beloved god Quetzalcoatl, the 
highest pyramid of Cholula; and probably, also the 
famous ones of Teotihuacan^ in honour of the sun 
and moon, which still exist, though much dis- 
figured,* 

IV. During the four centuries of their monarchy 
the Toltecas increased greatiy in numbers, and ex- 
tended themselves in every direction; builduiff 
many large cities; but the dire calamities which 
befel them, in the first years of the rei^ of TopUt- 
ztn, gave a fatal shock to their prosperity and pow- 
er. For several years, the heavens denied rain to 
their fields, and the earth refused the fruits indis- 
pensable to their subsistence: The air infested with 
mortal contagion, daily filled the graves with dead^ 
and the minds of the survivors with consternation. 
A great part of the nation fell victims to famine 

^vho h&ye studied carefully the history of the nations of Anft- 
huae, know very well that those people, were accustwned to 
mark eclipses, comets, and other phoenomena of the heavens in 
theirpuntings. Upon reading Boturini, I set about compunng 
the Toltecan years with ours, and 1 found the 34th year of Chnst 
or 30di of our era, to be the 7 Tochtii: But I did this merety to 
satisfy my own curiosity, and I do not mean either, to, oonfirm, 
or give credit, to the things told us by that author. ^ m 

* Siguenza belieres, contrary to all other Mexican historians, 
that the last were the work of the Olmedcs. 

12 
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and pestilence, among whom was Topiltzin, who 
died in the twentieth year of his reign; and with . 
him ended the monarchy, about the year 105^ of 
our era. The wretched remnant of the nation, 
sought refuge in the neighbouring countries; in 
Yucatan, Guatimala, the Vale of Mexico, in Cho- 
lula, Tlaximoloyan^ and in other places. 

After the des&uction of the Toltecas, the land 
^of Anahuac remained a desert, almost depopulated, 
for the space of a century, until the amvai of the 
Cheehemecaa. 

V. The nortii of America, like the north of Eu- 
rope, appears to have been an oj^ina gentium, a 
hive which sent forth swarms periodically, to peo- 
ple the lands of the south. Thus the Chechemeccia 
followed the traces of the Toltecas, from their 
country of Amaquemecan^ now, altogether un- 
known, where, according to their accounts, their 
kin^ had reigned over me nation for many years. 
This race was uncivilized but not barbarous. They 
were still in the hunter state, and lived on game, 
and the fruits and roots, which the earth apontane- 
ously produced. Their garments consisted solely 
of skins of their prey; and their arms, of the bow 
and arrow. Their relirion was confined to the 
worship of the sun, to whom they offered the sim- 
plest and purest sacrifice of flowers. Their govern- 
ment however, was more complex and systematic, 
than usually pertains to so primitive a state of so- 
ciety. They were divided into two classes, noble 
and plebian; and a king administered the laws, 
through the instrumentdity of the former, whom 
the peo|)le obeyed with submissive reverence. They 
arrived in Anahuac, about the year of our Lora, 
one thousand one hundred and seventy.* 

Their emigration from Amaquemeccan^ was con- 

• Humboldt, Res. 2d yoL S51. ClaTigiaro. 
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ducted by Xolotl^ a younger son of their former 
kinff, who on his father's death, preferred to lead 
forth a portion of the people, in search of more 
fruitful lands, than to enjoy a divided power with 
his elder brother Achcauntlu Their progress 
brought them in eighteen months, to the ruins of 
the Toltecan settlements, and thence to ChempodUa 
and Tepepolco^ forty miles northward from the site 
of Mexico. But Xolotl, having caused the country 
to be surveyed by his son Nopaltzin, who took form- 
al possession, by shootinw four arrows, to the four 
winds, resolved to fix his residence in Tenayuca^ 
within six miles of the Mexican lake, and to dis- 
tribute his people upon the neighbouring lands. 

VI. The ChechemecaSy soon after discovered 
some families of Toltecas, with whom they formed 
alliance; Nopaltzin marrying Azcaxochitl^ a vir- 
rin descended from Pochotl^ one of the princes of 
Sie royal family of Toltecas. By this fortunate 
connexion the emigrants acquired the beneficial arts 
which had blessed their predecessors. 

VII. The good fortune of Xolotl, most probably 
became known in his native region, and excited his 
compatriots to follow his steps. Eight years after 
he had established himself at Tenayuca, he was 
joined by six chiefs from the country of Aztlany 
with their respective trains; these are supposed to 
have been the tribes of Nahuailachi^ whose annals 
are the most important in the history of Mexico, 
all of whom were kindly received, and had a due 
portion of land assigned them. In a short time there 
also arrived three princes of the Acolhuan nation, 
natives of Teoacolhuacan^ a country adjacent to 
Amaquemecan^ accompanied by a large concourse 
of their subjects. This was the most civilized race 
that had entered Anahuac, since the Toltecas. The 
princes whose names were Jlcolhuatzin^ CTticon- 
quauhtlU and Tzontecomatlj met with a joyful 



r 



f 



92 HISTORT OP AMERICA. CH. TV. 

welcome; and the two eldest were united in mar- 
riage to daughters of Xolotl; whilst the third wed- 
ded Coaletl, a. vii^in born in Chaico, of noble pa- 
rents, and in whom the Toltecan and Chechemecan 
blood was united. The public rejoicings on this 
occasion lasted sixty days; and the entertainments 
consisted of wi-e9tlmg, and running, and combats 
with wild beasts, in all which, prince Nopaltzin 
distinguished himself. 

Vin. The introduction of the Acolhuan race, 
disunited the Ckechemecaa. The gentler portion, 
of the latter, were amalgamated with the former, 
and the united people assuming the name of its 
nobler part, was calicd Acolhua, and their kingdom 
^colhuacan. Whilst the ruder portion, preferring 
the chase to the toils of agriculture, and a barbar- 
ous independence to the safety of civil polity, 
withdrew to the mountains, on the north of the Vale 
of Mexico; where, witliout chiefs, or laws, or fixed 
domicils, they employed the day in pursuit of their 
game, and when fatigued, sunk down to sleep 
wherever night overtook them. These barbarians, 
mingled wim the Otomies, a tribe attached to a 
Bimilar life, who occupied a tract of more than 
three hundred miles in extent; and their descend- 
ants, proved troublesome enemies to the Spaniards, 
for mairy years after the conquest of Mexico. 

IX. Xolotl divided the country into several dis- 
tinct states, and assigned them to his Bons-in-law, 
and the nobles of each nation. Acolhuatzin re- 
ceived the district of Azct^oxalco, eighteen miles 
to the west of Tezcueo; and fi^m him descended 
the kings, under whose government, the Mexicans 
continued more than fifty years. On Chiconquauhtii 
he conferred the state of Xaltocan; and on Tzon- 
tecomatl, that of CoatUchart. The reign of Xolotl 
was a happy one, and continued for the space of 
forty years. But it was not wholly without cares. 
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During the latter part of his life, some insurrec- 
tions ctf his people, called forth severities foreign to 
his character. An incident of this rebellion has 
been preserved, which is in some measure illustra- 
tive of the improvement which society had already 
attained. The king had about the tim^ of the ar- 
rival of the Acolhuan princes, removed his court 
from Tenajuca to Tezcuco, where he had a palace 
with spacious gardens, which were cultivated by 
means of irrigation. In these gardens he was ac- 
customed to mke recreation^ and frequently to en- 
joy the repose to which their dhades invited. 
Having a Knowledge of this custom, the rebels 
dammed a small river which crossed the city, and 
by a ditch, turned its waters suddenly into the 
^irdens, in hopes that the king might perish by the 
inundation. They flattered wemselves, that their 
deagn would not be detected, as the disaster might 
be imputed to an accident, or to ill conducted mea- 
sures of subjects, who sincerely desired to serve their 
sovereign, by gratifying a wish he had expressed, 
that the waters of his garden might be increased. 
The king, however, had penetrated, but concealed 
his knowledge of their secret. He retired as usual 
to his garden, but selected an elevated spot which 
was entirely safe, for his repose. When he saw 
the water enter, though the treason was apparent, 
he continued his dissimulation that he might ridi- 
cule his enemies. **I was persuaded," he cried, 
** that my people loved me; but I now see, that 
they love me more than I had believed. For I was 
desirous of increasing the waters of my garden, and 
behold my subjects have done it without any ex- 
pense^ it is proper therefore to rejoice in my hap- 
piness." He, accordingly, ordered a festival in the 
court; and when it was concluded, departed, full 
of anguish, and disdain, for Tenayuca, resolute to 
inflict exemplary punishment upon the conspirator^ 
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bttt a mortal distemper either changed his purpose, 
or prevented its execution. 

X. Upon the death of the king, the nobles from 
every part of the country assembled, to render to 
the body, due funeral honours. The corpse was 
adomedf with various small figures of ^Id and 
silver, and placed in a chair made of gum copal and 
other aromatic substances, where it remained for 
five days. After which it was burned, according 
to the custom of the Chechemecas, and the ashes 
gathered in an urn of the hardest stone; which was 
exposed for forty days in a hall of the royal man- 
sion, where the nobility daily thronged to honour 
the memory of their sovereign. It was afterwards 
carried to a cave in the neisnbourhood of the city, 
with loud demonstrations of grief. 

XI. The accession of Nopaltzin to the throne 
was celebrated with acclamations and rejoicings, 
for another forty days. When the nobles took their 
leave to return to their respective states, one of 
them thus addressed the king. ^^ Great king and 
lord, as your subjects and servants, we go in obe- 
dience to your commands, to govern the people, 
Tou have committed to our charge, bearing in our 
nearts the pleasure of having seen you on the throne 
not less due to your virtue than to your birth. We 
acknowledge the good fortune unequalled, which 
we have in serving so illustrious and powerful a 
lord; and we request you to regard us with the 
eyes of a real father, and to protect us with your 
might, tliat we may rest secure under your shade. 
You are as well the water which restores, as the 
fire which destroys, and in your hands hold equally 
our life, and our death." 

Nopaltzin was sixty years old when he ascended 
the throne, and was surrounded by children and 
grandchildren.* He conferred upon Tlotzm, the 
first bom son of his Toltecan queen, the govern*' 
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ment of Tezcuco^ and upon his two joaneer bro- 
thers, the states of Zacatlan, and Tenamitic, re- 
spectivelj, inorderihat thej might betimes acquire 
toe difficult art of ruling over men. 

Having spent a year at Tenayucoy engaged in 
the affiiirs of state, which still preserved the dis- 
turbed^ aspe<ct thej had at his facer's dea^, the 
Idboff visited his son at Tezcuco. While there, he 
wim his sim and attendants, entered liie royal gar- 
dens, where overcome bj sad recollections, he sud- 
denly burst into tears; and being asked to explain 
the causes of his«erief, he replied; ^^ two causes 
produce my tears, me one, the memory of my late 
lather, which is revived by the sight of tiiis place, 
where he used to take recreation; the other, the 
comparison which I make of those happy days with 
tiie present Intter moments. When my father 
{Wanted these sardens, he had quiet subjects, who 
served him wim sincerity, and received the offices 
which he conferred upon them with humility, and 
gratitude; but at present, ambition and discord are 
every where prevailing. It troubles me to be obli- 
eed to use the subjects as enemies, whom I once, 
m this place, treated as friends. "Do you my son,'' 
addressing Tlotzin, " keep constantl^r in your eyes 
tiie image of your grandfather, and strive to imitate 
the examples of prudence and justice, which he 
left us." 

The members of the royal family seemed to have 
been not the least turbulent of subjects. Even 
Acolhuatzin, who was yet alive, coveted the do- 
minions of a neighbounng feudatory, and violently 
seized them. And Huetzin^ son of the late prince 
Tzontecomatl, contended in arms for the hand of 
Atotoztliy a granddaughter of the queen; and having 
triumphal over, and Killed his rival Jacazozolotli 
hepossessedhimself of his lordship of Tepetlaoztoe. 

These petty contests, were succeededby a war of 
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more general character, which called the king him- 
self into the field; and though his efforts were at- 
tended with various success, he finally accomplish- 
ed the reduction of the rebels wherever they made 
head. 

XII. Tlotzin, succeeded his father, after a rei^ 
of thirty-two years. No event worthy of histori- 
cal notice, occurred whilst he occu];Hed the throne. 
But he is represented, as prudent, active, and be- 
nevolent; inspiring the evil disposed wiih dread, 
and conciliating the affections oi the virtuous, who 
sought out pretences for visiting him, that they 
might enjoy the charms of his conversation. Hie 
enjoyed a peaceful reign of thirty-six years. 

AlII. Quinatzin, the son of the preceding mo- 
narch, was more warlike, more luxurious, and os- 
tentatious, than either of his predecessors. He 
fixed his court permanently at Tezcuco, where it 
remained until the conquest of the Spaniards. In 
his transition from Tenajuca, he caused himself to 
be transported in a species of litter, or palanquin, 
upon the shoulders oi four of his principal nobles, 
whilst four others, bore a parasol, or awning, over 
his head. Before this time the sovereigns in all 
their joumies, were accustomed to go on foot. But 
this example of pride and vanity, was immediately 
followed oy all the neighbouring potentates, great 
and small. His reign, which endured sixty years, 
was disturbed by many insurrections, causedf most 
probably by his arrogance and exactions; but his 
martial qualities enabled him to quell all his foes, 
and to procure for his latter days uninterrupted 
quifit 

His funeral was conducted with new and extra- 
ordinary ceremonies. His body was opened, and em- 
balmed; and afterwards seated upon the throne, 
clad in royal vestments, and armed with a bow and 
arrow; before it, was placed aneagle^and behind a 
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tiger, both carved in wood^ emblematical of his 
courage and power* In this state it was exposed 
during forty days^ and after the usual mourning, 
was burned, and the ashes, buried in a cave of the 
mountains, near Tezcuco. 

XIV. The sceptre descended to his son TechoU^ 
htlla; but the events of his reign, and those of the 
following Chechemecan kings, are connected, and 
will be noticed, with the history of the Mexicans, who 
had at this period, fthe 14th century of the chris- 
tian era,) founded uieir famous city. It will suffice 
at present to observe, that the Chechemecan mo- 
narchy, probably began in Anahuac, about the end 
of the twelfth century, and lasted 330 years, until 
about 1521, when it ceased with the empire of 
Mexico. At least eleven legitimate kings, and two 
usurpers had occupied the throne. 

XV. But other nations who were settled in the 
country of Anahuac, prior to the arrival of the an- 
cestors of the founders of Mexico, ask our atten- 
tion. 

XVI. The Olmecas and the XtcaUaneas, whether 
composing one nation, or distinct tribes strictly 
united, were so ancient in the country of Anahuac, 
that they are supposed to have preceded the Tolte- 
cas.* Their pictorial writings tell us no more than 
that they inhabited the country about the ^eat 
mountain Matlalcueye, and that they were driven 
thence, by the Teochechemecas^ or Tlascalans, to 
the coast of the gulph of Mexico. 

XVII. The Otomies, formed one of the most nu- 
merous, as well, as the most ancient nations of the 

* They boasted of having Tancpished, and destroyed, on their 
anival, the giants, or Qmnamc^ns a tradition founded probably 
on the appearance of the fosnl bones of elephants, in the moun- 
tains of AnahuAc. {Torg, torn. 1. p. 37.) Boturini asserts, that 
the Olmecks, driven out by the Tlascaltecks, peopled the West 
India idand^ and South America. 8 Humboldt's Res* 249. 



country; living for ages in barbarism, scattered in 
the mountain caverns, and depending solely upon 
the chase for aubsiatence. They occupied a tract 
of land, extending more than three hundred miles 
from the mountains of Izmigvilpan, towards the 
north-west, bounded on the east and west, by ifa- 
tjons equally savage. In the fifteenth century, 
they, for the first time, formed themselves into po- 
litical Bociety, in dependence upon the crown of 
Acolhuacan, and settled many places, the most 
considerable of which, Slotepec, and Huitzupan, 
were near their original habitations. A por- 
tion of the nation, was scattered among the 
Matlatzincas and Tlaacalana, and in other provin- 
ces, preserving, even down to modcTi times, their 
primitive language, though insulated amongaforeign 
people. Still, the larger portion, adhered to their 
savage habits, hording with the wild Chechcmecas, 
and were not finally subdued by the Spaniards, 
until the seventeenth century. The Otomies have 
been always reputed tlie rudest nation of Anahuac, 
as well on account of their impracticable language, 
as thwr servile life, and in the time of the Mexican 
kings were treated as slaves. Anciently they were 
renowned for skill in the chase; but of late rears, 
their principal employment has been a traflic in 
coarse cloth, for the dress of other Indians. 

XVIII, The Mazahuaa, were once a part of the 
nation of the Otomies; and the language of each is 
a different dialect, of tlie same tongue. But this 
diversity between nations jealous of preserving 
their itfioms uncorrupted, is a cogent argument of 
the great antiquity of their separation, Tlieir 
principal habitations, were on the mountains, west 
of the Vale of Mexico, and formed the province 
of MaT^uacan, belonging to the crown of Pacuha. 

XIX, The Taraseas, occupied the vast, rich, 
and pleasant country of Michuacan, which they 
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adorned with many cities and villages. Thej ri- 
valled the Mexicans in pditical power, and in the 
arts. The best mosaic work of feathers, was made 
in this district, and there only, is this beautiful art 
still preserved. Like the Mexicans, tiiej were 
idolatrous, but they did not stain theirworship with 
such excessive cruelties. Then: language, is copi- 
ous, sweet, and sonorous; distinguished by the fre- 
.auent use of the li(][uid R; and their syllables, for 
we most part, consist of a single consonant joined 
to a sinde voweL 

XX. The Mizteeas, and Zapoteeas, peopled the 
vast countries which bear their names, south-east of 
Tezcuco. They were civilized and industrious, and 
gjovemed by their own princes and laws, a long 
time before they were conquered by the Mexicans. 
They possessed the same arts, the same computa- 
tion <H time, and the same mode of perpetuating 
iheir lustfNry, as their conc^uerors. In their paint- 
ings, we«find a representation of the creation of the 
world, of a deluge, and of the confusion of tongues. 
Since the conquest, they have been the most indus- 
trious people of America. 

XXI. The Chiapanese claim to be the original 
propagators of our species in the new world. Their 
traaitions say^ that Votarij the grandson of him 
who built the ark to preserve himself and family 
from the deluge, and one of the persons engaged 
in building the sreat tower which was to reach 
heaven, went form by the express command of the 
Deily, to people that land. — -That he, and his com- 
panions came from the north, and after their arri- 
val at Soconusco^ the colony separated; a part, 
proceeding to Nicaragua, and the others remaining 
m Chiapan. The power of this state was not, as 
in the adjacent nations, vested in a king, but in 
two military chiefs, chosen by the priests. Under 
which form of government it continued until made 
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tribufarj to the Mexican crown. This people also 
made the same use of painting, and had the same 
division of time as the Mexicans; but they employ- 
ed different figures to represent the days, montlm, 
and years. 

Xxll. Of the Cohmxcas, the Cmttatecaa, the 
Jopaa^ the Mazatecas, the Fapolocas, the CAtnon- 
tecas^ and the Totonacas, we neither know the ori- 
gn, nor the time when they settled in Anahuac 
Their particular customs will be noted whenever 
they shed l^ht upon the Mexican history. 

aXIII. But of all the nations of Anahuac, the 
most renowned, were those vulgarly called Ncthu- 
atlacas. This name, the etymology of which we 
have already explained,* was aiven to seven tribes 
of the same nation, who arrived in that country 
after the Chechemecas, and established themselves 
on the shores and islands of the Mexican lakes. 
These were the Sochindlcaa, Chalchese^ Tapanecas, 
Colhuas, TlahuicaSy TZo^co/^an^, and the Mexicans, 
all of whom, spoke the same laneuaee, and derived 
their origin from the province of Azilan. Their dis- 
tinctive names were taken from the places in which 
they afterwards, respectively, settled. These tribes 
emigrated from their native country together, but 
arrived at different periods in Anahuac, in the order 
we have named. But historians differ as to the 
time of their emigration.t 

The Sochimilcas founded the great city of 
Xochimilco^ on the southern shore of the lake 
Chalco; the Chalchese built the city of Chalco^ on 
the eastern shore of the same lake; the Tlahuicas, 
established themselves in a district, abounding in 
cinnabar, which in their language was called 
Tlahuicans the Tepanecas are supposed to have 



• See page 1. 

t Gama, mj%^ 1064. Clanrigero, 116a Qombold^ tin. 
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derived their name front a district in which thej 
dwelt before they founded , their famous city of 
jSzuqfozaleo; the Colhuas, whom, some Spanish 
historians confound widi the Acolhuas, erected the 
small state of Ck^iuacan, which was annexed to 
Mexico, bj the marriage of itshdress with a Mexi- 
can mince. 

XXIY. The Tlascallans fit)m their importance 
in American history, merit moreparticular atten- 
tion than the precemng tribes. They first settled 
in a petty district, on tiie eastern shore of lake 
Tezcuco, which becoming too straight for their in- 
creasing numbers, they endeavoured to enlarge; 
and by this effort, drew upon themselves the en- 
mity of their nei^bours, who entered into a con- 
federacy against them* A battle ensued, ranked 
amonff the most bloody and memorable, in Mex- 
ican m^tory; in which th^ Tlascallans proved 
victorious, and covered the field with the carcases 
of their enemies, and tinged the waters of the lake 
with thdr blood* Tet, as th^ could not hope 
finally to withstand the power ot the confederates, 
they resolved to seek a more extended, and more 
peaceful habitation. They divided their tribe into 
two parts; one proceeded towards the south, 
and the other towards the north. The latter was 
hospitably received, in the dominions of the 
Chechemecan king; the former, travelling round 
the ereat volcano Fopocatejpec, through Tetella and 
Zochimilco, founded the city of QuauhquechoUanj 
in the neighbourhood of Atrisco, and further south- 
ward Amaliuhcan^ and other villages. They thus 
spread themselves as far as Poyauhtecatly or the 
mountidn Orizaba, to which they probably gave that 
name, in memory of the place they had quitted, in 
the Vale of Mexico. 

The greater and more respectable portion of 
the tribe, directed their way by Cholula to the bor- 
K 2 
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dera of the great mountain Maflalcuet/e, whenre 
thej drove the Olmecaa and the XicallancDB, after 
having slain their king Colopecktii. But the Huex- 
oxincas, and other neighbouring tribes attacked 
them with such impetuosity aa to compel tliem to 
retreat to the top of that ereat mountain, and to 
implore the succour of the Chech em ecan king. By 
aid of this monarch, they were enabled to assume 
their former position, and to la^ the foundation of 
the famous city and republic of Tlascalla. 

Originally, the whole state was governed by a, 
eingle chief. But as it became populous, it was 
parted into four divisions, each of which had its 
separate sovereign. A federal senate composed of 
these four lords and their principal nobles, deter- 
mined upon peace and war, prescribed the number 
of troops to be nused, and the officers to command 
them, and regulated all matters connected with the 
general welfare. Although the boundaries of the 
stat« were circumscribed, it contained many cities 
and large villages, in which, in 1520, there were 
more than oneliundred and fifty thousand houses, 
and more than five hundred thousand inhabitants. 
The republic was fortified on the western quarter 
by intrenchments, 'on the east, by a wall sis miles 
in length, on the south, by the mountain Matial- 
cueje, and by other mounuuns on the norlh. 

The Tlascallans, were warlike, brave, and jeal- 
ous of their honour, and their litterty. They long 
sustained the splendour and independence of their 
republic^ but their alliance wifli the Spaniards 
proved as fatal to them, as the hostility of the in- 
vaders did to the Mexican empire; both nations 
were involved in a common ruin. They were idol- 
ators, as superstitious and cruel in their wor- 
ship, as the Mexicans. Tlieir favourite deity was 
Camaxtl, worshipped by the latter, under the 
name of Huitxilopochtli, Their arts were the same 
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as ihose of liie nei^boariiig nations. Their chief 
articles of commerce, were maize and cochineal. 
The abundance of the former, gave the name 
TlascaHan to their camtal, which signifies tiie place 
of bread. Their cochineaJ was esteemed above all 
other, and after the conquest, brought jearlj to 
the capital, a revenue of two hun£ed thousand 
crowns. 

XXV. We are now to treat of that portion of 
the Aztec race, which entered last into the countiy 
of Anahuac, and which forms the chief subject of 
our history* The^ departed from their primitive 
seats in Aztlan, situated on the nordi of tne golph 
of California, in the jear 1160 of tiie christian era. 
The cause and course of their emigration, are dis- 
tinctlj narrated in their native chronicles, and 
whatever credit these may be entitled to, we can- 
not, with propriety, withhold them from the reader. 

A distinsuished, and influential chief, called 
HvUzitan^ naving from some unknown cause re- 
solved to quit his native country, applied himself 
to the superstition of his countrymen, to induce 
them to adopt a like resolution. Selecting a co- 
adjutor mucn reverenced by the people, ne con- 
ducted him to a tree haunted by a small bird, 
whose notes imitated the Mexican word tihm^ 
which means, ht vs go; and thus addressed him. 
** Attend my friend Tecpaltzin^' to the cry of this 
little bird. Do you not hear him constantly repeat 
Hhtn, tihui? What can this mean? Is it not tiie 
voice of some divinity, who thus communicates to 
us his will, that we should abandon this country in 
search of a better; and shall we not obey his com- 
mand, and thereby, avoid his just anger, which our 
refusal must inevitably draw down upon our 
heads?'' Tecpaltzin concurred in this wise inter- 
pretation of the oracular songj and their representn- 
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tions, dispoaed the boJy of the nation to follow the 
counsel of Huitziton. 

The tcnn of their emigration ^¥as long, ami thdr 
courae devious and uncertain. Having passed tJie 
Colorado or red river, which discharges itself into 
the gulph of California, from beyond the latitude of 
35° they proceeded towards the south-east as far as 
the river Gila, where they sojourned a considerable 
time, as h inferred from the ruins of some great 
edifices built by them upon the borders otthat 

The country, on the river Gila, was visited in 
irrs, by Fathers Garces and Font On a vast and 
beautiful plain, one league distant from the southern 
bank of the river, they discovered the ruins of an 
ancient Aztec city, in the midst of which is an edi- 
fice, called La Casa Grande. These ruins occupy 
a space of more than a square league. The great 
building faced the four cardinal points, having in 
length from north to south 445 feet, and in breadth 
from east to west, 276 feet, and was constructed of 
clay. The walls were 3 feet U inches thick. It 
consisted of three stories and a terrace; the stairs 
were on the outside, and probably of wood. At 
the time of this visit there remained five apartments, 
each, 27.18 feet long, 10.82 feet wide, and 11.48 
feet high. A wall supported by large towers, sur- 
rounded the principal edifice; and vestiges of an ar- 
tificial canal, which conducted the waters of tha 
Rio Gila to the town, were discovered. The sur- 
rounding plain was covered with broken earthen 
pitchers, and pots prettily painted, in white, red, 
and blue, among which, were pieces of obBidiBn..J 

The last substance found here is deemed by A«ij 
learned, as a very cuiious circumstance, proving, 
that the Aztecs passed through some unknowa 
northern country containing tJiis volcanic sub- 
stance; and that it was not the abundance of obu- 
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dian in Mexico, which suggested the use of razors 
and arms of Itzlu* 

From the Rio Gila, the Mexicans advanced S. 
S. £. to about the £9"^ of N. latitude, more than two 
hundred and fiftj miles distant ft*om the city of 
Chikuahua^ to a place also known as the CcLsa 
Grande^ on account of another immense building, 
still existing, which, by the universal tradition of 
these peod^e, was erected by them in their peregri- 
nation. This edifice is constructed on the plan of 
those of New Mexico, and consists adso oi three 
stmries, with a terrace above them. The door is on 
the second floor, so that a scaling ladder is neces- 
sary to enter it. It has every mark of a fortress; 
was defended upon one side by a lofty hill, and 
upon the other sides, by a wall seven feet thick, 
wnose foundations still remain. In this vast fabric 
are stmes, as large as mill stones; the beams 
of the roof are of pine, and artfully wrought. 
In the centre is a mound obviously designed as a 
watch tower. In the ditches of the place, several 
culinary utensils have been found, such as earthen 
pots, dishes, and jars; and also mirrors of ItzlL^ 

From Ckisa Grande^ still pursuing a southern di- 
rection, and traversing the steep mountains of 
TarahumarcUi they reached Huiecolkuacan^^ the 
present Culiacan, on the gulph of California, iit 
24° 30' N. latitude, where mey rested three years. 
Here they formed of wood, a statue of their tutelar 
deity Huitzilopochtli^ and placed it upon a throne 
of reeds and mshes, which they callea TeoicpaUi^ 
or chair of god, that it might accompany them 
throughout their travels. Priests were also chosen, 
whose duty it was, four at a time, to bear the statue 
upon their shoulders. They received the title of 

• 2 HumlK)ldt'8 N. Spain, 905. 
t Clayigero, bopk 2. 
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Teotlamacazijue, or servants of god, and the act of 
transportaUon was termed Teomama, 

XXVII. The next station of the Aztecs, was 
Chicomoztoc. Hitherto the seven tribes had travelled 
ti^ther; but they now separated, from some un- 
known cause of disagreement. The Mexicans 
alone continued to abide here, for the space of nine 
years. The situation of Chicomoztoc, is not accu- 
rately known, but is supposed to be twenty miles 
distant from ihe city of Zatecus, towards the south, 
where there are also remans of iai^c edifices. 
From the country ofZacatecas, they journeyed 
J southward, through Arnica, Cocula, and Zayula, 
l;into the maritime province of Colima; and thence 
pto Zacatula; where turning to the east, they as- 

■ ■cended to Malinalco, in Ihe mountains which sur- 
? round the valley of Toluca; and afterwards chane- 
I "ing their course to the north, they arrived in the 
T -year 1 196, at the celebrated city of Tula. 

f"' XXVIII. In their journey from Chicomoztoc to 
['Tula, they Bojouraeit at Coatlicomac, where the 
'■tribe was divided into two factions, which became 
[ ^rpetual rivals, and alternately persecuted each 
I -other. This discord was occasioned, as, they say, 
^''by two bundles, which miraculously appeared m 
'■'♦■e midst of their camp; the one containing a pre- 
ons stone, and the other two pieces of wood. All 
frlulmired the first, and. a great contest arose for its 
I -'possesion. _ The second' were generally contemned, 
P«antil the wise Huitziton explamed their use in the 
rijMXiduction of fire. They who appropriated to 
F^iemselves the gem, were tiiose, who after the 

■ -fcundation of Mexico, called themselves Tlate- 
t*ioleas, from the place which they settled, near that 

■cityj they, who took the wood, suhsetiuently bore 
the name of Mexicans, or Thiochat. This ac. 
count must be considered a moral fable merely, 
teaching, that in all things, the useful is to be pre- 
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ferred to the agreeable. Notwithstanding this dis* 
sention, both parties travelled together, on account 
of their imaginary interest in the protection of 
tiidrgod* 

The erratic course of the Aztecs, which caused 
tiiem to journey upwards of a thousand miles more 
than was necessary to reach Anahuac, is to be as- 
cribed to the search for a country suitable in all re* 
^Mcts to their wishes. It is prolMtble, that eyery 
place at which they made a temporary setU.em^i( 
th^ considered as the term of their peregrination. 
Wnereyer they stopped, they raised an altar to 
their god; and at tneir departure, left idt their 
sick l]«hind, with proper persons to tak^ care of 
them, and such others, as wearied by their long 
pilgrunages, were unwilling to encounter fresh fa- 
tigues. 

XXIX. They remained twenty years in Tula^ 
audits yicinity; and in 1216, arriyedat Ztm^rnico^ 
a considerable city of the Yale of Mexico, whose 
lord Toehpanecatl^ received them with great hu- 
manity, and formed an alliance with them, marry- 
ing his son lUmtcatU to an illustrious maiden, of 
their race, called TTauqxmtzin, who became the 
progenitors of the Mexican kings. In the intenral 
Between 1S16 and 1245, the tru>e occupied several 
positions on the borders of the lake Tezcuco; and 
m the latter year, sought refu^ from the oppression 
oi a neighbouring potentate, m AcocohOy a district 
composed of a number of small islands at the 
soutnem extremity of the lake. There, for the 
space of fifty-two years, they led a miserable life, 
chvelling in huts of reeds, clothing themselves with 
the leaves of the amoxtlU and subsisting on fish, 
insects, and the roots of the marshes.* 

* M. de Humboldt, soueht in vain for this positioikj the In- 
diana of Mexico were unable to designate it 2 N.S. lib.3.c»8. 
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XXX. Wretched aa this condition certainly was, 
there was yet a lower depth of misery, Tlie tribe 
amid all their privations, had still the solace of 
freedom. But of this, they were soon after de- 

5 rived, by the petty prince of Colhoacan; who ae- 
ucing them from their islands, under pretence of 
bestowing upon tliem a, more desirable habitation, 
overwhelmed them by superior force in their march, 
and carried them as slaves to the district of Tiza- 
pan, A few years afterthis event, the Colhuacana 
being sorely pressed in a contest with the Xochi- 
milcas, enrolled the Mexicans among their forces, 
who arming themselves, with slaves hardened ia 
the fire, with knives of itzli, and shields of woven 
reeds, fought with sach courage and skill that they 
turned the fate of the war; and drove the enemy 
from their city into the mountains. 

XXXI. Among all these nations, the bravery of 
a. warrior was not estimated so much by the num- 
ber of foes that he slew in battle, as by the number of 
captives he made. When the engaaement was 
over, the Colhuas presented themselves before 
their general with their prisoners, and called upon 
the Mexicans to exhibit similar proofs of their 
courage; but the latter having taken four prisoners 
only, whom they did not produce, they were re- 

Siroached with cowardice. Whereupon tJiey brought 
orth many baskets, filled with the ears of the ene- 
my, and said, "judge from tliese witnesses, how 
many captives we might have made, had we been 
so inclined. But we chose rotlier to employ our 
time in the destruction of the enemy, than to waste 
it in binding them." This reply, abashed the mas- 
ters, and excited apprehensions of danger, from the 
prudence and courage of their slaves. 

XXXII. Upon their return to their dwellings the 
Mexicans prepared to celebrate their victory, by & 
sacrifice to their tutelary god, and asked of th« 
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Colhuas a suitable offering for the altar. These 
sent them a dead bird, covered with ordure, and 
wrapt in a coarse and filthy cloth. Too feeble to 
punish this indignity, the Mexicans smothered their 
resentment, and placed on the altar a knife of itzli, 
and an odoriferous herb. The petty king of Colhua, 
with his nobles, failed not to present themselves at 
the festival, to mock their slaves. The rites were 
commenced with a solemn dance, in which the lat^ 
ter appeared in their best garments; and whilst die 
spectators were wrapt in attention, they brou^t 
out ti^e four Xochimilcan prisoners, and having 
made them join in the dance for a short time, 
sacrificed them on a stone, opening their breasts 
with the knife of itzli, and tearing out their hearts, 
which, whilst yet warm and beating, they offered 
to their sod. 

XXXIII. This horrible sacrifice, the first of the 
kind which occurs in Mexican history, was most 
probably, the result of those dark, and ferocious 
propensities, which a state of desperation is apt to 
create; and perhaps, was also designed to terrify 
the oppressors, by a display of the reckless dis- 
position of the oppressed. If such were the object, 
it produced the desired effect The Colhuas, 
struck with dismay at the deed, instantiy liberated 
slaves so cruel, wno might in ifuture, Income de- 
structive to the state. 

The Mexicans having left Colhuacan, wandered 
for several years, through the adjacent countries. 
During this short peregrination, they celebrated the 
recovery of their freedom, by making a small 
mountam* of paper, intended to represent Colhu- 
acan; around which they spent a whole ni^t in 
dancing, singing their victory over the Xochimilcas, 

* The Mexicans represented Colhoaeui in their piotores, bj 
the fi^iore of a hunchlmdiLed moontain, and the name hai exMtly 
that ugnification. 
L 
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dud retunung thanks to their god, for their libera- 
tion^ This celebration, was most probably on the 
anniversary of their bloody sacrifice* And as they 
ascribed the favourable interposition of their deity, 
to this inhuman offering, they inferred that such 
oblations were most acceptable to him; and hence, 
a barbarity accidentally committed, grew into a 
common and cherished rite of religion. 

XXXIV. They established themselves for a short 
time at Acatzitzintlan, which they called Mexicalt- 
zingo, from Meodtli^ a name of their god of war, 
and dterwards, at Iztalco. But an oracular tra- 
dition had declared, that, the tribe should assume 
that spot, as the site of their city, and permanent 
habitation, in which they should discover an opal, 
or opuntia plant growing from a stone, and sur- 
mounted by the foot of an eagle. This Ions-sought 
sign, they at length discovered on the smdl island 
of Tenochtitlan, in the lake Tezcuco, in the year 
2Calli of their calendar, and the 1325th oi the 
christian era. They commenced the foundation of 
their city, by the erection of a temple of wood, to 
their god Huitzilopochtii, which they consecrated 
by the sacrifice of another human victim. One of 
the tribe having gone out in quest of an animal for 
the offering, encountered a Colhuan, named Xomi- 
^mitl, whom he overcame, bound, and brought to 
his countrymen; who fired at once by revenge and 
superstition, instantiy immolated him on the altar. 
Around the sanctuary, they now built their wretch- 
ed hovels, of reeds and rushes, being destitute of 
every other material. Thus was commenced the 
city of Tenochtitlan, which in after times became 
the metropolis of a great empire, and the largest 
and most beautiful of the new world. Its name of 
Mexico, which afterwards prevailed, was derived 
from tiiat of iiS tutelary god, MexitH; and it also 
bofe bis other ititle, Huitztlopochtlu 
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XXXy . By tbis change of situation, the Mex- 
icans did not immediately better their condi- 
tion. Insulated by the lake, without lands to cul- 
tivate, or garments to cover them, and distrusted 
b^ their ne^bours, they sustained themselves 
with great dmculty. But necessity, the fruitful 
mrent of enjoyment, indicated many expedients. 
They procured additional soil, by banking out the 
water from the borders of their principal island, 
and by connecting it with several smaller adjacent 
islets. And applying themselves industriouslr to 
catch fish and water-fowl, with which the lake 
abounded; Hiey bartered these with their neigh- 
bours for woodi, stone, food, and other necessanes. 
They also fell upon a mode of increasing their ter- 
ritory, that was hiriily in^nious, and which had 
long befcHre been adopted in China, under similar 
impulses. They constructed rafts of the branches 
of trees, and of canes and rushes, upon which they 
laid the mud taken from the bottom of the lake, se- 
veral inches thick, which were thus converted into 
rich floating gardens, perpetually watered, and 
moveable at the will of the proprietor; upon these 
ihey raised, many esculent vegetables, fruit-trees, 
ana flowers,* 

XXXYI. Amid these successful exertions of 
industry, the harmony of this incipient nation was 
disturbed by the renewal of the discord which ori- 
ginated during its migration; and which resulted 
in the secession of one of the factions to the ad- 
jacent island of Tlatelolco; (in 1338,) many 
years afterwards incorporated with the extended 
city. The members of these subdivisions were 
distinguished as TkUelolcos and T'c^onoc^a*; but 
we shall continue to speak of them under the 

* These plats -were commonly of a ooadrangular form, about 
eight perches long and three wide; ajid elevated one foot ihoya 
the lorfiBoe of Uie water. 
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like garden, containing a swan and duck in tlie act 
of incubation, and for the second, a garden bearing 
a living slag. To obtain tlie last, the Mexicans 
were compelled to course the mountains and for- 
ests possessed by their enemies. These requisi- 
tions were fulfilled, and for fiftj years the Mexi- 
cans continued to submit to like intpo^tions. 

XIiI. Acamapitzin reigned thii'ty-seven years. 
Under his government, the nation increased rapidly 
in population, buildings of stone were erected, and 
those canals, so useful and ornamental to the city, 
were commenced. From pictures in Mendoza'a 
collection, it appears, that ue took part in several 
military enterpnzea of the neighbounng chiefs; but 
it is uncertain whether he made any acquisitions for 
his own state, which comprised only, the city of 
Mexico. His first wife proving barren, he took 
others to his bed; and by the daughter of (he lord 
of Tetepanci he had several cliildren, among whom 
were HuitzHthmtl and Ckima/popoca, who suc- 
ceeded him; he had also, by a favourite slave, Itz- 
coiUl, one of the best and most renowned of the 
kings of Anahuac. A short time before his death, 
Acamapitzin convened his chief subjects, and, hav- 

g recommended to them the care of hia wife and 



children, resigned tiie crown; chaining them to 
bestow it upon him whom they shoula deem most 
competent to promote the public weal. 

XLIl. An interregnum of four months ensued 
upon the demise of Acamapitzin, during which, 
the people were engaged in settling the order of the. 
election, and the ceremonial of the coronation o£ • 
their future monarchs. lAiilzilihuitl was chos^V 1 
to succeed hia faflier; and immediately after th»t I 
election was declared, the people conducted him, iiL' ^ 
procession, to the throne, anointed him with oil* 
placed upon his head the CopiUi or crown, aiui 
tendered to him tbeir respectJiil homage. Tb«> 
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chief priest and principal nobles, then addressed 
him in formal spe^^hes, in which they congratulated 
him upon his succession, and endeavoured to im- 
press upon his mind a full sense of the duties of 
his station. The Mexicans, it would seem, were 
particularly desirous to connect their Bojal fiunilj 
with that of Azcapozalco. They now very hum- 
bly sued, agftin, for a princess of that house to 
be their aueen, and were highly gratified by the 
snccess oi thdr application; wbidi was without 
doubt, prodnced by the consideration that their in- 
creanng power haa procured for them. BuUziU' 
huitif mesnnxdB married JUiakuaxockUlj a daugh- 
ter of the prince of Quauhnakuac, by whom he had 
BidtmimaBhrncaminOi the most celebrated of the 
Mexican kings. 

XTjIII. About this period Tzompan^iannx:^ of 
Xaltocan,reyolted agsunst his feudal lord Techotkdcty 
king of Acolhuacan, and seduced many of his fel- 
low, feudatories into rebellion. The king, from 
r^ard to the birth of the principal rebel, who was 
the last descendant of Caiconquauhtl, one of the 
primitiye Acolhuacan princes, having offered in 
vain, to pardon his offence on condition that he 
would lay down his arms, ordered out his forces; 
which were joined by the Mexicans and Tepenecas, 
whose services he had demanded. Victory 'de- 
clared for the monarch, and all the rebel chiefs 
were put to death. This war is painted in the third 
picture of Mendoza's collection. 

XLIY. The order which Techotlala introduced 
into his kingdom and household, after the suppres- 
sion of the rebellion gives us no mean opinion of 
his power, his policy, and his wealth. He divided 
the state into seventy-five districts; in each of 
which he placed a subordinate chief, and a band of 
stranse, and probably, mercenary troops, who, 
thou^ oppressive to the subjects^ made the regal 
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fmthority respected. He collected around his 
person liis chief nobility, and like the kings of Ku- 
rope, conferred upon them domestic offices, which 
were deemed highly honourable. Thus, beside 
a general of his army, he had an entertainer, and 
introducer of embassadors, a species of grand 
marshal of the palace; a major domo; an overseer 
of the cleaning of the royal houses, and a super- 
intendant of the artificers in gold, or lord treasu- 
rer. By these means, he increased the spleiidour 
of his court, and strengthened the throne; amusmg 
restless and aspiring spirits, which mi^t otherwise 
have sought occupation and distinction^ in projects 
pr^udicial to his power. 

XLY, By the new alliance of the king of Mex- . 
ico, and the glory acquired in the late war, the 
state became stronger, and more respectable in the 
eyes of its neighbours. Its trade was extended, 
and its prosperity was apparent, in the improved 
habiliments, and general condition of the citizens. 
Cloths of finely woven cotton were substituted for 
the coarse stuns manufactured from the fibres of 
the wild palm, hitherto, universally worn: And 
the tribute to the king of Azcapozalco, was no 
longer demanded, his daughter, the queen of Mex- 
ico, having obtained its release, upon the birth of 
her son Acolnakuacatl^ within the first year of her 
marriaee. The feudal dependency however, was 
still acknowledged. 

XLVI. This prosperous condition was viewed 
with great jealousy by Maxtlaton^ son of the king 
of Azcapozalco, ^and half brother to the queen 
of Mexico; inasmuch, as the crown of the Tepane- 
cas, might one day fall to her son. Maxtlaton 
Bou^t occasion for quarrel witii Huitzilihuitl; and 
ten years after his marriage, accused the Mexican 
of having deprived him of his wife; his sister, as 
he allied, having been his affianced bride. He 
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summoned Um to appear before the council of 
Azcapozalco, to answer to this ridiculous charg;e. 
The defence €i Huitzilihuitl, was no doubt, as 
satis&ctorj, as it was ready, and removed all pre- 
text for violence. Yet Maxtlaton angrily replied, 
<^ I mi^t now, without hearing more, put you to 
instant deatii, and so punish your boldness and 
avenge my own honour. But I will not have it 
said, that a Tqianecan pnnee killed his enemy in 
a treacherous manner. Depart in peace, time will 
ipcve me an opportunity of taking amore honourable 
revenge." llie threat and the forbearance, wane 
no doubt xig^ royaL Nor was the threatened ven- 
seance, in atrocify, any way inferior to Ihe rank of 
9ie peipetrator. MCobitAttaeatl^ the nephew, whose 
accession to the Tepanecan throne was dreaded, 
was cruelly murdered in the heart of his native 
ciiyy by the command of his uncle, and with the 
connivance of his grandfather. And yet, notwith- 
standing tills strMLO of policy, this cotq^ dPetaij 
which is scarce surpassed by any of the admirable 
feats of the 15th century, not even by those of 
Iiouis XI. of France, nor by the well mstructed 
princes of Italy, the European historians most 
preposterously deny to the nations of Anahuac the 
rank of a civilized people. 

XLVII. In the same year with this tragical event, 
(1399,) died Quaquauhpitzhuac, the first king of 
Tlatelolco, leaving his city much greater, and his 
subiects more civilized, than at the commencement 
<rf nis reign. He was succeeded by Tlacatcoti, 
with regard to whose origin, historians are not 
agreed. The rivalship between the Mexicans and 
Tlatelolcos contributed greatly to the aggrandize- 
ment of their respective cities. And their secular 
year 1 Tochtli, wbdch answers to the year 1402 of 
our era, was celebrated, by both, with more magnifi- 
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cence, toan anj of the four which had elapsed since 
their first leaving the country of Aztlan. 

XLYIII. At this time,Techotlala far advanced in 
years, stiLL reigned in Acolhuacan^ but perceiving 
his end approaching, he instructed his son and suc- 
cessor IxtUlxocfwtl^ carefully to conciliate the minds 
of his great feudatories, lest they should be cor- 
rupted and seduced by the ambitious and crafiy 
Tezozomoc. Nor was this warning dictated b^ a 
^undless fear. Scarce was the venerable kmg 
inhumed,* than Tezozomoc, besides his own vas*- 
fials the kin^ of Mexico and Tlatelolco, united in 
an insurrectionary league many of tiie great tribu- 
taries of Alhuacan, who for the space of three 
years, disturbed the peace of the ' whole coonibTy 
and threatened the subversion of that empire. The 
len^ of the war exhausted the strengtn of bo^ 
parties, and the crafty rebel, with a view to recruit 
tds means, proposed a peace, which Ixtlilxbchitl 
gladly embraceo, without indemnity for the pasty 
or security for the future* 

XLIX. At the conclusion of the war,t Huitzili- 
huitl died, after a reign of twenty years, and his 
brother Chimalpopoca was elected to the throne. 
Upon this occasion, was established the singular 
custom of the Mexicans, of choosing their monarch 
from the brothers, or in their deiault, from the 
grandsons of the preceding king. 

L. The treacherous Tezozomoc made such in- 
dustrious use of the time he had obtained, that 
within a year he was in condition to resume hostili- 
ties; and he finally succeeded, after perfidiously 
murdering his sovereign, in gaining possession of 
his kingdom, expelling therefrom trie true heir 
Nezahtmcojotl^ the grandson of Acamapitzin, the 
first king of Mexico, who, though endowed with 

* X406. t 1400. 
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great genius and magnanimit]r, was compelled du- 
ring many years, to wander in obscurity, in mo- 
mentary dread of death from the tyrant In the 
division of the spoil, the city of Tezcuco was eiven 
in fief to Ghimalpopoca, and that of HuexotEi, to 
Tlacatcotl. Tezozomoc, fixed his own residence 
in Azcapozalco, which he proclaimed the capital of 
his dominions.* 

LI. Upon the solemnization of this event, many 
of the enemies of the usurper attended in disguise, 
and amongst them, the exiled prince; who filled 
with grief and rage, proposed, rashly, to assail the 
conqueroifeven amid nis troops, but he was restrain^ 
ed by the prudence of his friends, who uiged him 
to await a more fiivourable moment for the recovery 
of his crown; representing that the tyrant was 
already worn by age, and that his death could not be 
far distant, when the people would gladly submit 
themselves to their lawful sovereign. The disguise 
of the prince, however, was detected; but he was 

J>reserved from violence and captivity by the secret 
avour of the multitude, and open protection of the 
Mexicans. One of the chief officers of the latter, as- 
cended the temple which the Toltecas had at the 
court, and proclaimed aloud, '^ Hear, Chechemecas, 
hear Acolhuas, and all ye who are present; let no one 
dare to offer any injury to our son Nezahuacojotl, 
nor suffer others to hurt -him, if he would not sub- 
ject himself to severe chastisement.'' This threat 
so boldly made, in the presence of the tyrant, shows 
the conndence which the Mexicans now had in their 
own power, and the respect paid them by the con- 
federates. 

LII. The use which the usurper made of his 
power, was such as might be expected from the 
manner in which it was obtained. His avarice 

• 1410. 
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e^tmi^'his a^mlntioii. Not content with the tri- 
bm^ oi pi^pvi^ntand garments, which his subjects 
had been* accustomed to pay to dieir king, he exact- 
ed by proclamation, large contributions of gold and 
precidus stones, which proved grievously burden- 
s6tt^ to his people. The Toltecan and Checheme- 
can n(>bles answered the proclamation by requesting 
to be heard in person before the kin^ in remonstrance 
against tiie impost. On this occasion, his arrogance 
appeiired %o them unbounded, and cc^trasted 
stfoBgly with the moderation of the ancient princes 
from' whom he was descended. They subsequent* 
lyscint him two deputies, one from eaeh nation^ 
and the most learned of their order, with instruc- 
tions to protest energetically against this proce- 
dtire. 

The Toltecan orator, taking precedence by rea- 
son of the antiquity of his nation, represented to 
the tyrant the humble origin of the Toltecas, the 
miseries they endured before the dawn of that splen- 
dour which distinguished them, the misfortunes 
which had subseauentiy overwhelmed them, and 
the difficulties witn which they had stru^led since 
the arrival of Xolotl in Anahuac^ all which should 
move a generous prince to compassion, and induce 
him to exempt them from new grievances. The 
Chechemecan took a more lofty tone. **I, my 
lord," said he, "may speak with greater confidence 
and freedom. I am a Chechemecan, and address 
mjself to a prince of my own nation, a descendant 
of the great kings Xoloti, Nopaltzin, and Tlotzin. 
These divine men set no value on gold or precious 
stones. They wore no other crown than a garland 
of herbs and nowers, and adorned themselves with 
no otheF bracelets than the stiff leather, against 
which, beat the strings of their bows. Their pri- 
mitive food was raw flesh, and undressed herbs, 
and their robes, the skins of the wild beasts which 
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HiBj ran down in ike chase. When they were 
tau^t agriculture by Ihe Toltecas, their kings them- 
selvea oiitivated die soil, that by tiidr example their 
people mig^t be encouniged to labour. Nor did 
the wealth and ^ory to which they afterwards at- 
tainedy render them luxurious and arrogant As 
kin^ 'tis true they required the services of their 
subjectSy but loving them as th^ children, tiiey 
were content to be requited for their care by the 
ample fruits of the earth. I remind you of these 
illustrioos examples of your ancestors, solely, that 
I may entreat you not to demand more from us, 
than they did from our forefathers." The tyrant 
listened composedly to these harangues, and though 
irritated by the comparison between himself and 
his ancestors, he was contented to command the ora- 
tors to repeat to their constituents, his orders for 
the payment of the new tax. 

LUI. Notwithstanding these demonstrations of 
discontent, Tezozomoc maintained himself inpeace, 
for twelve years, until his death, upon the throne. 
But his quiet was disturbed by the terrors of a 
guilty conscience, and superstitious fears. In his 
visions, he beheld Nezahualcojoti, transformed into 
an eagle, open his breast and devour his heart; or 
changed into a lion, rend his body and drink his 
blood. Yet such was the energy of his spirit, that 
though age had so enfeebled his frame, that he 
could no longer sit upri^t, and so diminished the 
vital heat, that he was obliged to be wholly covered 
up with cotton, in a great basket, he, from this se- 
pulchre, issued the necessary onlers for the govern- 
ment of his kingdom, and presided in the coun- 
cils of justice. He charged his sons Tajatzinj 
TeuctzintlitJidMaxtlaton, to slay Nezahualcojoti, 
as speedily as possible, yet so secretly, that the 
author of his death mi^t not be suspected; and, 
having declared Tajatzin his successor, he died in 

M 
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14S2, cursed bj his people as a monster of ambi- 
tion, treachery, and mjusticek 

LIV. At his funeral, according to custom, the 
principal feudatories were invited, and the kings of 
Mexico and Tlatelolco attended. Even Nezahual- 
cojotl ventured from his retreat, and accompanied 
bj a confidential friend, visited the court, that he 
might observe the disposition of the people. He 
entered the hall of the royal palace, where the 
corpse lay exposed, with the sons of Tezozo- 
moc, the king of Mexico, and many other lords, 
seated in order around it, all of whom he 
saluted, after the manner of the country; pre- 
senting to each a small bunch of flowers; after 
which he seated himself among the mourners, 
by the side of Chimalpopoca, his brother-in- 
law. Teuctzintli, proposed to his brothers, to 
avail themselves of this opportunity to execute the 
charge of their father; but, Maxtlaton more prudent, 
replied, ^'Banish from vour mind such a thought. 
What would men say of us, should they behold us 
plotting against the life of another, when we ought 
to be moumiD^ our father? Would they not say, 
that the grief is not deep which yields to ambition 
and revenge? Time will present us an occasion 
more favourable for the accomplishment of our fa- 
ther's purpose, without incurnng the odium of his 
subiects. Nezahualcojotl is not invisible. Unless 
he hide himself in fire, in water, or in the bowels 
of the earth, he will inevitably fall into our hands." 

LV. Scarce was the funeral pile consumed, be- 
fore discord arose among the sons of Tezozomoc. 
Tajatzin, the legitimate heir, possessed a feeble 
understanding and a slu^sh temperament. Whilst 
Maxtlaton had the ambition, art, courage, and cru- 
elty, which distii^ished his father. Instead of 
Reaving to his brother, as was his duty, the obse- 
^piies of the deceased monarchy he assumed thdir 
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direction to bimself ; and upon all other occasions, 
demonstrated a desi^ to possess himself of the 
chief authority^ and in a short time, the reigning 
king, became a mere shadow in his court When 
the sceptre had thus departed from him he sought 
to recover it by consulting with the king of Mexico, 
to whom he had been recommended bj his father. 
ChimalpNonoco, who, the short duration of his dynas- 
ty, considered, had acquired a large share of royal 
qualities, instantly proposed assassination as the 
most speedy and certain cure for his grievances. 
<* I will point out to you," said he, ^^ a method to 
eet rid of your brother, and to retrieve witiiout 
danger your sinking power. Al^tain from inhabit- 
ing the palace of your deceased fatiier, under pre- 
tence, that, your residence there, perpetually re- 
vives your grief for his loss. Build yourself 
another, and when it is finished, invite your brother 
to an entertainment; and there in the midst 
of the wassail, it will be easy to free yourself 
of a rival so dangerous and unjust^ and your king- 
dom of a tyrant; and that you may the more cer- 
tainly succeed, I will aid you in person, with all 
the forces of my nation. " This counsel was received 
by Tajatzin in moody silence, and therefore his 
resolution in relation to it is uncertain. 

But to this discourse, a servant of Tajatzin was 
a secret auditor. He instantly departed to com- 
municate it to Maxtlaton in hopes of a large reward. 
That politic prince dissembled his anger and appre- 
hension, and reprimanding the reporter, for his au- 
dacity in calumniatiug his most respectable and 
attached friends, dismissed him as a drunkard, and 
commanded him to digest his wine at home. But 
he passed the remainder of the night, in determin- 
ing on the means of anticipating his brother} and 
atlength resolved to catch nim m his own snare. 
On the following morning he assembled the people 
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of AzcapozalcOy and told them, that having no 
right to remain longer in his father's palace, but 
having occasion for a house at court, when business 
required him to come thither, from his state of Co- 
johuacan, he desired they would show their love to 
him by the speedy construction of a dwelling. 
Such was the diligence and number of the work- 
men employed, that the simple Tajatzin who had 
spent but three days in Mexico, was not more sur- 
{Mfised at the advanced state of the building than 
pleased with the cause assigned for its erection, and 
congratulated himself, on tne altered disposition df 
his brother. As soon as the new palace was finish- 
ed Maxtlaton invited his brothers, the kings of 
Mexico and Tlatelolco, and other lords to an en- 
tertainment Chimalpopoca saw in this invitation 
the reflection of his own plan, and warily abstained 
from the feast. But, Tajatzin hastened to it, with 
joy and confidence, and in the midst of his convi- 
viality, and probably when oppressed with wine, he 
sunk to eternal sleep, beneath the knives of his 
brother's satellites. The company were shocked 
at this sudden tragedy, but when its proximate 
cause was explained, they applauded its justice, 
and joined in elevating the perpetrator to the 
throne. 

LVI. Maxtlaton procrastinated, but did not 
forego his vengeance against the kinff of Mexico. 
When the annual tributary present of the latter was 
made, consisting of baskets of white fish, craw 
fish, frogs, and pulse, accompanied by the most 
polite congratulations, and most solemn protesta- 
tions of submission and affection, it was received 
with open demonstration of satisfaction; but the 
return gift, which was made according to custom 
by the suzerain, marked more emphatically than 
words, his hatred and contempt. It consisted of a 
woman's gown and shift; intimating, that he es- 
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teemed the Mexican an effeminate coward. An 
insult, which Chimalp(^x>co could neither forgive, 
nor avenge; yet it was followed bj one of creater 
am^vation. He had a wife singularly lovely, 
whose beauty had inflamed MaxUaton/ and me 
latter had brooded over a dire revenge. He 
found too, amon^ the ladies of his court, willing 
instruments of his passions, who, invited the Mex- 
ican queen to spend some days in pleasure with them; 
such visits bemg frequent among persons of the 
first rank, of the different nations; and unmoved 
by tears and prayers, another Tar^uin violated 
another Lucreba. Here we have as ur^ular hea- 
ving of ambition, as ever rose in a petty state of 
Christendom, or even in Osmanlie; deep mtrigues, 
involving the lives of princes and the fate of states; 
violent and irresistible love most classically erati- 
tified, and above ail, because more civilized than 
all, a most courtiy dissimulation; — ^And yet, the 
learned Europeans have denied to the Mexicans an 
equality of civilization. 

LVIL But the outraged wife did not seek to 
cover her shame in the grave. That fate was deem- 
ed in Mexico, more appropriate for the injured 
husband. And Chimalpopoca, resolved like many 
other heroes of his nation, to offer himself a sacri- 
fice to his god; that he might thereby cancel his 
dishonour, and avoid an ignominious death which 
he dreaded from his enemy. A resolution so high- 
ly approved by his courtiers, that some of them 
were emulous to partake of its glory. 

LVIII. On the day set apart for tnis tragic scene, 
the king appeared dressed in the vestments of the 
god Huitzilopochtli, whilst his companions of tiie 
religious sacnfice, were clothed in tneir best gar- 
ments. But, this honourable death was denied him 
by his relentless foe. For, before his turn came 
for immolation, and when there remained but two 
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of the voluntary victims to precede him, a band of 
Tepenecas rushed into the temple, and bore him 
captive to A'icapozalco, where he was confined in a 
strong wooden cage, the ordinary prison of these 



LIX. Mastlaton having thus obtained no 
of one of his chief enemies, souglit to get Neaahual- 
cojotl also into his power; and to this end invited him 
to coui-t, under pretence of adjusting his claims on 
the crown of Acolhuacan. The prince was not a mo- 
ment deceived by this wile, yet moved by the rash 
courage of youth, and the confidence of a magna- 
nimous soul, he did not shrink, from the itemest 
dangers. Accompanied by Chachaton, a favourite 
of the usurper, but who was also friendly to 
himself, he appeared at the palace, and address- 
ing Mastlaton, said; "I know my lord that you 
have imprisoned the king of Mexico, and that you 
purpose also to take my life. Behold me betore 
you. Kill me with your own hands, and thus 
gratify your hatred against a prince not less inno^ 
cent than unfortunate," Moved by his intrepidi- 
ty, the tyrant, who was not wholly without gene> 
rosity, was turned from his purpose for the tintei. 
and assured him that he had no design upon hte 
life, nor upon that of the king of Mexico, and ha" 
even granted him permission to visit the imprisoned " 
monarch, > 

LX. A short conference with ChimalpopDca^^ 
satisfied the adventurous prince of the folly of hit 
temerity; and after receivmg from the prisoner, hit 
nose and ear jewels, as a mortuary gift, he hastened 
to seek covert against die enmity of Maxtlaton. Chi- 
malpopoca, believing that he was destined to peririfi 
under tlie cruelty of his foe; and having no hoptf 
of rendering further service to his nation, disdained'' 
to hold his life by so odious a tenure as the will of h^ 
oppressor, and hanged lumself from a bar of hitf. 
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prison. Tke spirit of Cato was not proader» nor 
more nobly disjglayed. His reign of thirteen years 
was concluded in 14£d, during which, he had con- 
uderably advanced the reputation, and increased 
the territories of his city. Her religion also was 
indebted to him, for the establishment of two 
altars, formed each of an immense stone; one de- 
gigned for the ordinary, and the other for the gladi- 
atorial sacrifices. In the Mexican pictorial annals, 
there is represented a naval combat on the lake, 
which occurred during his reign. 

LXI. The escape of the two princes firom his 
Yeogeance, for the self-inflicted death of the one, 
was deemed an escape, roused into greater activity 
the malignant passions of MaxUaton. He dispatch- 
ed four of his oravest officers in pursuit of Neza- 
Inialcojotl, with orders to put him to death without 
remission wherever they should find him. They 
set out for Tezcuco, where, the prince at their en- 
trance, was engaged in a game of ball. It being 
his practice wherever he sojourned, to mingle in the 
sports of the people, as well to conciliate their affec- 
tions, as by a light carriage to conceal his intrigues 
from the agents of the usurper. When appnzed 
of Ae arrivd of the four armed Tepanecans, he 
retired to his innermost apartment involved in an 
intricate labyrinth, from which he made his escape, 
to CoatUUmj a small settlement of weavers; 
where, he was so popular,' that several preferred to 
euflfer death, rather than betray his asylum. Among 
these luAAe victims, Tochmantziny tne superinten- 
dant of the looms of Coatitian, and Matlalintzin 
a woman of rank, are mentioned. 

LXIL This open attack on his life, induced the 

{>rince to bring tne insurrection which he had been 
ong fomenting, to a head. With the encourage- 
ment of the Mexicans, who had chosen ItzcoatI, 
brother of Chimalpopoco, their king, and of the 
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versatile Chakhese, he united the Cholulans, the 
Huexotzincos, and the Tlascallana, before Tezcuco, 
wiih tlie determination of comTneticingj the war, by 
taking that city by assault, and punishing its in- 
habitants for their infidelity to him in adversity. 
But his anger being appeased by the submission of 
the citizens, who sent their aged, and their siclc, 
their pregnant women and helpless infants to invoke 
hie mercy, he contented himself with dispatching 
one division of his army, to put the governor and 
his officers, who had been established by the tyrant, 
to deaths whilst another division made a furious 
and successful attack on the city of Acolmati, 
where the brother of Maxtlaton fell in the general 
slaughter. On the same day, the Chalchese at- 
tacked the city of Coatlichan, took it without oppo- 
eition, and slew the governor at the foot of the 
. xltar, in. the great temple. Thus, in a single day, 
the capital, and two ouier considerable cities of tbe 
kingdom of Acolhuacan, were reduced to the obe- 
dience of their leeitimale prince. ^_ 
LXIII. Upon this success, the king of Mexic^ ^M 
■who had not openly joined in the war, sent an am- ^P 
basaailor to congratulate the victor. His repre- 
sentative on this occasion, was Montevczoma, or 
Montezuma, his nephew, and son of HuilzilihuitI, 
whose actions obtained for him the cognomen 
of TJacaeh, or " Great Heart," and Hhvicamina, 
the *' archer of heaven;" whence he was distin- 
guished in the Mexican paintings, by the represen- 
tation of the heavens over his head, pierced with 
an arrow. The mission was attended with great 
danger, as Maxtiaton had possessed himself oT the 
roads. He succeeded however, in delivering his 
message, but fell into an ambush on his return, set 
for him by the Clialchese; who, though present aux- 
iliaries to Nezahvalcojotl, were inveterate enemies 
of the Mexicans. 7'oteoizin, lord of Chaico, with 
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a view of ingratiating himself with tiie Huexotzin- 
cas, sent his prisoners to them, proposing that they 
should be sacrificed to the gods in their citj, with 
the assistance of the Chalchese, or in Chalco, with 
the aid of the Huexotzincas. The latter, however, 
refusing to receive the prisoners, or to participite 
in the detestable offering, the captors oetermuied 
to make their peace with Maxtlaton, and to atone 
for their treachery against tiie Tepanecans, by of- 
fering the captives to that monarch. But, before 
the tyrant's answer was received, Quateotzin, the 
officer charged with the prisoners, commiserating 
the fate of a youth so distinguished and brave, as 
Montezuma, set them at liberty, and indicated the 
means of their safe return to Mexico. This act of 
extraordinary benificence cost him his life. To- 
teotzin ordered him to be instantiy executed, and 
his body to be quartered. Nor did he spare his 
wife and children. One son, and one daug^iter, 
however escaped to Mexico, where they were held 
in hi^ honour, on account of tiie generous devo- 
tion of their father. Maxtlaton spuming the dgu- 
ble treachery of the Chalchese, commanded TotcK>t- 
zin instantly to liberate the Mexicans; reproaching 
him at the same time for his perfidy. Yet his ai^er 
towards the Mexicans was in nowise appeased, mit 
burned with inextinguishable fierceness, and he 
prepared to pour upon them the full tide of his in- 
dignation. 

£XIV. The rumour of the approaching war, spread 
consternation and dismay, among the Mencan popu- 
lace. They believed themselves altogether unable, 
even aided by Nezahualcojoti, to contend wilh 
the Tepanecas, whom they had hitherto acknow- 
ledged as their superiors, and they crowded 
around their king, imploring him to avert the im- 
pending calamity. " Demand peace;" they cried, 
<^and make offers of service to the kingof Azcapo- 
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zalco; and to move himto clemercj', let our god be 
borne on the shoulders of the priesta into his pre- 
sence." So great was their clamour, accom- 
panied bj threats, that the king fearing a sedition, 
was disposed to yield to their request But Mon- 
tezuma, indignant at thepropoaaf, reproached both 
people and king, so bitterly for their pusillanimity, 
that he induced them to aljstain from this degrading 
humility, and simply to propose to Maxtlaton, the 
preservation of peace upon honourable terms; and 
as none other would rislc his life in tlie embassy, 
he offered himself, for the missionj observing, 
that "as death must one day be inevihible, no bet- 
ter opportunity could present itself of dying, than 
in the service of his country." 

LXV. The distance between the cities of Mexi- 
co and AzcapozalcQ, was but four miles, and Mon- 
tezuma, hastening to the tyrant, demanded peace 
upon equal terms. The latter proposed to refer 
the demand to his counsellors, and promised 
a definite answer on the following day; the am- 
bassador unwilling to trust himself, even when 
clothed with a sacred character, in the power of 
Maxtlaton, engaged to return to receive it. 
Having heard from the king, his unalterable re- 
solution for war, he instantly defied him, and 
tendered him the gage for battle after the manner 
of the Mexicans! presenting him with defensive 
arms, anointing his head, and fixing upon it some 
feathers, such as were used for adorning dead 
bodies, preparatory to interment; and in the name 
of his sovereign, devoting the Tepanecan nation, 
to utter ruin. Tliese ceremonies and threats 
were endured by Maxtiaton with great patience, 
being doubtless appropriate to the occasion; and in 
return, he presented Montezuma with arms for his 
mister, ana with a magnanimity, which ia certainly 
greatly at variance, with the character ascribed to 
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him bj the Mexican historians, he dismissed the 
ambassador by a private outlet from his pilace, that 
he might not sustain any injury from his temerity« 
This courtesy was ungratemlly returned by Mon- 
tezuma, who, when he -had passed the guards in 
safety, rejproached them for their negligence, and 
threatenecl them with speedy destruction* Upm 
this insult, they instantly attacked him; but he de- 
fended himself bravely, and havine slain one or 
more of them, made his escape to Mexico. 

LXYI. The city was thrown into new consterna- 
tion, by the declaration of war, and the people in 
deep despondence proposed to abandon it The 
king and nobles strove to encourage them with 
hopes of victory. *'' But if we are conquered," 
said they, "what shall be our fate?'* "If that 
happen,^' answered the king, "we are bound to 
deliver ourselves into your bands for sacrifice, at 
pleasure." "So be it," replied the people, "if 
we are conquered; but, if we attain the victory, 
we, and our descendants, shall be tributair to you, 
and be obliged to cultivate your lands, and those of 
the nobles, to build your nouses, and to carry for 
you, when you go to war, your arms and your 
baggage." This contract, which made slavery the 
reward of victory, does not sfeem the greatest ex- 
citement to battle. But, it was probably under- 
stood by the parties, that these services were but 
fair returns ior protection. 

LXVII. The city of Mexico from its insulated 
position, was easy of defence. It could be ap- 
proached only in boats, or by the causeways which 
connected it with the continent, and of the number 
of these extraordinary works, for which the city 
was afterwards admired, two at least, were made 
at this period. To defend these dykes, was the 
principal duty of the Mexican army, which was 
composed of the Mexican forces proper^ and the 
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Tezcucans under Nezahualcojotl. The Tepanecan 
armj appeared in the field in great strength on the 
following daj9 under a distinguished commander, 
called SHazatl; Maxtlaton holding his enemy in 
too much contempt, to honour him by personally 
eng^ng in the war. Yet his army made a bril- 
liant show; the soldiers being adorned with plates 
of gold, and having beautiful plumes of feathers 
on their heads, to add to the appearance of their 
stature. The Mexicans, however, do not appear to 
have trusted to their position, for they met the foe 
on the main land. Jtzcoatl^ gave the signal of 
battle by striking upon a small drum, which he 
carried upon his shoulder. The day was fought 
with doubtful success. At one period, the Mexi- 
cans were so discouraged, that they shamelessly 
proposed to sue for quarter, and to offer up then: 
king and the general Montezuma, as a propitiation 
to Maxtlaton. A desperate sally of the king and 
nobles, saved them from this ignominy; and the 
death of the Tepanecan commander, by the hand 
of Montezuma, gave new hopes and vigour to their 
troops. ' The fall of night prevented them from 
making the most of this circumstance, and both 
parties retired to prepare for a fiercer combat on 
the ensuing day. Maxtlaton passed the night in 
exhorting his captains, representing to them on the 
one hand, the glory of tnumph, and on the otiier, 
the misery of defeat. Victory would preserve the 
Mexicans, in dependence, but defeat would ren- 
der themselves slaves. But, he failed to offer them 
the benefit of example, and actuated by pride, 
prudence, or cowardice, shut himself up m his 
palace, whilst his troops fought nobly in the field. 
The battle renewed at sunrise was sustained till 
noon, when the Tepanecas were routed and pursued 
to their cifrjr; whence they were driven to the moun- 
tains, whilst the king sought to hide himself in a 
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secret recess, where he was soon discovered by the 
conquerors; who, notwithstanding his prayers and 
entreaties, beat him to death with sticks and stones, 
and threw his body into the fields to feed the ra- 
venous bug^s. The city was delivered up to be 
plundered; and its buildings and temples were 
nearly razed to the nround. And soon after, by 
the assistance of the Tiascalans and Huexotzincas, 
the greater portion of the Tenanacan nation was 
reduced unaer the sway of Nezahualcojotl, their 
le^timate sovereign. But the city and state of 
Azcapozalco, fell in the division of the spoil, to 
the kings of Mexico, from whose dominion it was 
never anerwards separated. These events, which 
had great effect on the internal, as on the exter- 
nal polity of the Mexicans, occurred in the jjrear 
A. v. 14S5, precisely one century after the foun- 
dation of the capital. Itzcoatl availed himself of his 
success, to fix upon his subjects the services which 
they had proposed. He assigned to Montezuma, 
andf other nobles, and plebians, who had distin- 
guished themselves in the war, a portion of the con- 
quered lands; but he banished forever, all those, 
who had proved cowardly in battle, and had shame- 
fully craved the mercy of the foe. Towards his 
friend and ally, he acquitted liimself with tolera- 
ble good faith; for, though he retained Azcopozal- 
co, and several other important places, by the right 
of conquest, and might, by the same right, have 
preferred more extensive claims on the kingdom 
of Acolhuacan, he suffered Tezcuco, which had 
been given him by Tezozomoc, but most probably 
had been resumed by his successor, to remain in 
the possession of mzahualcojotl, its hereditary 
lord. 



N 



134 HIST0R7 07 AMERICA. OH* T, 



CHAPTER V* 

I. Division of the conquered Territories of the 
Tepanecas* League between the SXr^s ofMtX" 
ico^ Ttacopan and Acolhuacan....\I. Prudence 
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coronation, subjugation of the Chalchese*.. .Yh 
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undation of Mexico, Sjhe of Montezuma....X» 
Famine in MeQnco....Xl. fVar unth Coaixtbh 
huacan, new acquisition of Mexico.... Xll. Canr 
federa^yu against Montezuma, spirited conduct of 
Moquinuix, JSRng of TkUehlco, annexation of 
the province of Cota^ta^ to the empire of Mexico* 
....AlII. Extraordinary patriotism of Eheca^ 
taaec, 'brother of Montezuma, revolt q/* the Chat" 
chese,..,XW. jPurther conquests of Montezunuu 
....XV. Civil labours of this Prince, his Death. 
....XVI. Election of AxayacatL. t.X^ll. ERe 
congests.... Xyill. Death ^ the first Mng of 
Tacuba....XlX. Death of Nezahualcojoti, hta 
character and policy.... XX. Is succeeded by 
Nezahualpilli....XXi. Subjection of Tlatelolco^ 
to the Mexican dominion.... XXll. .Additions to 
the empire by Axayacatl, his Death.... XXIYL 
Succession of Tizoc, his short and obscure reign. 
.... XXIV. Jkebellion of the brothers of Nezahutd' 
pilH....XXY. Double nuptials of Ivezahua^mij 
nis issue.... XXVI. Elevation of Ahuitzotl^ to 
the throne of Mexico^ hi^ extensive conqueetSj 
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eompldes ike erecium of a Temple^ momtrmis 
taerifiee ff human vieitfns^ hia f cad project for 
repUnishmg the lake, hU (^eafA....XXVlL Mm- 
teztima, Xoeojotzin or the aecondj ascends the 
throne^ his pride and ostentatiorL..,. XXYJll, 
His unsuceesrfid war with Tlascala....XXIX. 
Extraordinary magnanimity of a Tlascallan 
c^'^^.XXX. Continued wars of Montezuma 
lXI. His stiperstitionf jpresages of the 



chi^»,. 



overthrow of the empire.... X&ll. Imoatience 
(^ the subjugated nations under the Mexican 
yoibe....XXXlII. Death of NezahualpitH, his 
eharacter.... XXXIY. Cacamatzin elected £tng 
(jf Tezcuco, revolt of his youngest brother 
IxtHlxochitl, 

From tiie time of the subjugation of the Te? 
pttnecan tribes, A. D. 1425, precisely one centary 
after the formation of the city of Mexico, we may 
date the great advance of the Mexican power. 

L The conquered lands were divided in Ihree 
portions. One was retained by Itzcoatl, another 
was assigned to the Alcohuacan prince, and a third 
to Totoquihuatzin^ a Tepenacan, a grandson of 
Tezozomoc; on the supposition that his nation 
would live more contentedly under the Mexican 
power, when administered by one of their 'native 
chiefs. This prince had taken no part in the late 
war, either because of a secret preailection for the 
Mexicans, or aversion to his uncle Maxtiaton. He 
was created king of Tlacopan. or rather of Tacu- 
ba, and of the country to the westward, including 
Mazahuacan, upon condition of serving the king 
of Mexico with all his troops whenever re<juired, 
receiving a fifth part of the spoils, which might be 
taken from the enemy. The king of Acolhuacan 
entered into a like covenant, receiving a third of 
the reftoainder of the plunderi the balance was re* 
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served for the kings of Mexico. Besides, both these 
kings were created honorary electors of the Mexi- 
can monarchy, with the restricted right, however, 
of ratifying the choice of the four Mexican nobles, 
who were the real electors. In a word, they be- 
came vassals of the Mexican empire, whom that 
power by covenant, was bound to protect* And 
this coniederacv, which was based upon a plan for 
the conquest of the surrounding nations, remm^d 
firm and inviolate for more than a centuryf and 
was the principal means of the subsequent acqmri* 
tions of uie Mexican crown. . ^ 

II. Nezahualcojotl was a prince of extnundiiiary 
merit He applied himseli with €qual^ prudence 
and energy to reduce the disorders whicn twenty 
years of misrule, under the usurpers, had introdu* 
ced; and his kii^om became in a short time nunre 
flourishing than it had ever been imder his prede- 
cessors, lie restored and new modelled the coun- 
cils which had been established by his grand&ther,; 
und conferred offices, only on those properly qioa- 
lified to fill them. One court entertained causes 
purely civil, another jud^d criminal cases only. 
The council of war consisted of the most distin- 
guished military characters, over whom, Icotihua- 
can, son-in-law of the king, and one of the thir- 
teen chief nobles of the kingdom presided. The 
treasury board comprized the royi major domoa. 
and the first merchants of the realm. Amone these 
officers there were three who were especially charged 
with the collection of the tributes, and other branch- 
es of the royal revenue. Academical associations 
for the encouragjement of poetry, astronomy, mu- 
sic, painting, history, and the art of divination, 
were instituted; at whose sittings the most cde- 
brated professors of the kingdom assisted, commu- 
nicating thdr discoveries and inventions. And 
these airts and sciences, althou^ little advanced^ , 
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were taudit in schools appropriated to them respec 
tivelj. For the accommodation of the mechanic 
branches, the city of Tezcuco was divided into 
more than thirtj districts, each appropriated to its 
proper trade; the eoldsmiths, the sculptors, the 
weavers, &c., inhabiting their peculiar divisions. 
To cherish relision, he raised new temples, crea- 
ted ministers for the worship of the gods, gave 
them houses, and appointed them revenues for 9idr 
support, and the expenses of the festivals and sa- 
crifices. To augment the splendour of the court, 
he constructed noble edifices, both within and 
witinmt the city, and planted new gardens and 
forests, which were in preservation many jear» 
after tiie conquest; some vestiges whereof, may 
probablyyet be traced. 

III. The excited ambition of the Mexicans, soon 
led them into new wars. The Xochimilcas were 
found guilty of preparing to circumscribe the 
Mexican power, whilst it was possible to limit 
its domimon. The confederate army under the 
command of Montezuma, in a few days, captured 
their city of Xochomilco, and subjugated their 
state. The Cuitiahuachese, inhabiting a city on 
a small island in the lake of Chalco, soon after 
shared the same fate. In this excursion Montezu- 
ma, dispensing with the confederate forces, select- 
ed some companies of young men, chiefly from the 
Mexican seminaries, and having properly disci- 
plined them, conveyed them in suitable vessels 
to Cuitlahuac, and in seven days reduced the city. 
He returned loaded with spoil, and furnished with 
numerous captives for sacrifice to the god of war. 
The chief of Xiuhtepec, a city of the Tlahuicas, 
more than thirty miles southward of Mexico, had 
obtained from the prince of Quauhnahuac the pro- 
mise of one of his daughters to wife; but, before 
the consummation of the marriage her father gave 
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her to the prince of TlaltexcaL The rejected sui- 
tor, unable from his inferiority of force, to avenge 
the insult, implored the assistance of the king of 
Mexico, proffering in return, to become his fnend 
and ally, and to serve him whenever required with 
his person and his people. Itzcoatl esteeming thift 
a just and fitting occasion for extending his domin- 
ions, armed his subjects, and called upon those of 
Acolhuacan and Tacuba. The aid of his allies 
was necessary, in as much, as the natural portion 
of Quauhnahuac was very strong, as the Spaniards, 
afterwards experienced wnen they besieged it. The 
joint army attacked the city in three quarters at 
once; the Mexicans by Ocuilla, on the west, the 
Tepanecas by Tlatzacapulco on the north, and the 
Tezcucans and Xiuhtepechese by Tlalquitenanco 
on the east The Quaunnahuachese trusting to the 
strength of their town, sustained the assault, and 
bravely repulsed the Tepanecas who commenced 
it; but the other divisions advancing, they were 
compelled to submit themselves to the^ing of Mex- 
ico, to whom they afterwards paid an annual tribute 
in cotton, pepper, and other commodities. Br 
this conquest, the empire was considerably extend 
ed on the south; and soon afterwards on uie north, 
al8o,by the acquisition of the cities of Quantititlan 
and ToUitlan, 

IV. In tiie year A. D. 1436, Itzcoati died at 
an advanced age, after a reign, full of glory, justly 
celebrated in me Mexican annals for his singular 
endowments, and extraordinary services. He reign- 
ed thirteen years, and before his elevation to the 
throne, had been in command of the Mexican ar- 
mies for thirty years. Besides rescuing the na- 
tion from subjection, extending its dominions, em- 
blazoning its glory by restoring the royal family of 
the Cheoiemecas, to the throne of Acolhuacan, 
cnricliing lus court, by the plunder of conquered 
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nations, and laying the foundation of its future 
power, by the triple alliance which he formed, 
ne had increased its splendour and greatness by the 
erection of many new edifices, among which, was 
a temple to the goddess Cihuacoatly and another to 
Huitzilopochtii. 

V. The late king having no surviving brother, 
the election, by custom, was confined to one of idie 
grandsons of his father. The merit of Montezu- 
ma, far out-shining that of all competitors, he was 
elected to the vacant throne with universal applause, 
and extraordinary rejoicings. On this occasion we 
have the first distinct notice, perhaps the introduc- 
tion, of the barbarous custom of sacrificing a large 
number of victims, upon the coronation of me kin& 
aiid of making war for the express purpose of 6b- 
taining them. Having erected a temple immedi- 
ately after lus election, by the aid of his allies, in 
{hat part of the city called Huitznahuac, he chose 
to direct his arms against the Chalchese, that he 
mi^t obtain from them the necessary offering 
He was induced to this choice, as well by the in- 
juries he had himself sustained from these people, 
as by some fresh enormities practised by them, 
against subjects of the Mexican and Acolhuacan 
states. The campai^ was obstinately contested, 
but the allies were finally successful, and Chalco 
became a dependency of the Mexican crown. 

VI. The fierce wars and cruel customs we have 
described, depict the nations of Anahuac as barba- 
rians, notwithstanding the relief which their devo- 
tedness to agriculture and the other arts of peace, 

fives to the darker shades of the painting; and we 
ave pleasure in recording a trait more congenial 
with that civilization, which Clavigero, the prince 
of their historians, has claimed for them. 

Although Nezahualcojotl had in early life seve- 
ral wives, and many children, yet since the dealli 
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of the princess of Mexico, which occurred liefore 
he regained his throne, he had not alHed himself 
with any royal family, and had consequently no 
consort, who held the rank of queen. He now 
married a daughter of the king of Tacuba, a beau- 
tiful, and modest virgin, who was conducted to 
Tezcuco by her father and the king of Mexico. At 
the festival given on this occasion, at which tiie 
allied kings and the nobles of the three courts were 
present, the Acolhuacan prince caused his muiS*> 
clans, to sing to the accompaniment of their instru- 
ments an ode, which he had himself composed^ be- 
ginning thus, ^' Xochitl mamani in ahuenuetitlanj^ 
in which the shortness of life and its pleasures are 
compared to the fleeting bloom of a flower. The 
audience was deeply affected by the paihos of this 
song, and eyes^ that a few hours betore, perfaapa} 
had gazed unmoistened upon the butchery of a 
hecatomb of victims, sacrificed to the terrific Mara^ 
wept over a description of life, fading like the ^ 
the evanescent tints of the rose. We recognize in 
this scene,, a similarity to the sentimental supper of 
the Roman nobles, after their return from an exhi- 
bition of gladiators. 

VII. The Tlatelolcos, the near neighbours, and 
almost domestic inmates of the Mexicans, had ob- 
served their extraordinary progress, to power with 
jealousy and envy. Quauhtiatoa, even conspired 
with some neighbouring lords, against the life of 
Itzcoatl, but his designs had been timely detected, 
and defeated. From that period, such distrust and 
enmity sprung up between ihe sister cities, that 
scarce any intercourse was preserved between 
thenu But under the rei^ of Montezuma, Quauh- 
tiatoa, having resumed his hostile purposes, his ciiy 
was assaulted, and the envious king put to death. > 

YIII. *Montezuma, also, upon some favourable 
pretence, carried his arms still further to the south 
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and annexed to his empire, &e stated of HuaxU' 
pec^ JauJitepec^ Tepozitan^Jacapichtla, Totolapan^ 
Tialcozauntlan^ ChUofon^ whicn wer« more tiian a 
hundred and fifty mdes distant from the coortj 
Coixco^ Oztomantla^ TlachmaUac^ Cohtdxcaa^ 
Tzompahuaean^ and many others. These conquests 
were made during the nine first years of his reign* 

IX. Amid these military lal)ours, Montezuma 
found leisure to complete a great civil work, of 
inuch utility to his city, althouSi not producliTe of 
all the beneficial results which ne anticipated. Li 
^ tenth year of his reign, (A. D. 1446,) a great 
inundation of the lake, occasioned by heavy ndn9> 
overflowed the city of Mexico, destroying many 
houses, and rendering the streets impassable, ex- 
cept by boats. By the advice of the king of Tez- 
cuco, and the labour of an immense number of 
wcnrkmen, from all the neighbouring districts, he 
ofmstmcted a dyke across me lake, for the protec- 
tkm of the city, nine miles in length, and twenty 
feet in width, composed of two pandlel palisades^ 
with the interval filled with stone and sand. A 
people capable of conceiving fand executing such 
a work must have attained a high' degree of civili- 
zation, and have possessed great forecast, enter- 
prize, and industry. And it is no light evidence 
of their genius, that the Spaniards have not suc- 
ceeded in applying a much more perfect remedy for 
the evil whicn recurs at this day. 

X. The inundation was shortly followed by a 
famine, which- greatly retarded the advance of Mex- 
ico. In 1448, and 1449, the maize crop was de- 
stroyed by a premature frost, and in the year 1450 
the harvest was totally lost for want of rain. In 
the year 1451, the season was also untoward, and 
the scarcity of seed was such, that an adequate 
quantity could not be planted. Hence in the year 
1452, the necessities of the people became so greats 
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that, though the public granaries were opened for 
Uieir relief, many were obliged to purchase the 
means of sustaining life, by the sacnfice of their 
freedom. Montezuma, unable to provide for their 
wants, Buflered hia subjects to seek subsistence in 
other countries; vainly endeavouring to serve them 
by commanding, that do woman sTiould sell her- 
self for less than four, nor a man for leBS than five 
hundred ears of corn. Many who sought relief 
abroad, perighed on their way, others wlio sold 
themselves for food, never returned. The greater 
part of the populace supported themselves, lika 
their ancestors, upon the herbs, the fowl, the fish, 
and the insects ot the lake. The following year 
was more favourable, and in 1454, which was a 
secular year, there was an abundant harvest of 
maize, pulse, and fruit. 

XI. The waxing power of the Mexicans, ex- 
cited perpetual fears among the surrounding na- - 
tions, which still maintained tlieir independence. 
And thej from time to time awakened nostilitieSf 
by the abuse of Mexican merchants, or the capture 
of some distinguished chief. Atonaltzin, prince of 
Comtlahuacan,'in the country of the Miitecas, 
having resolved to measure his strength with Mon- 
tezuma, forbade the entrance of any Mexican into 
his dominions. To tlie demand of Montezuma, by 
bis embassadors, for a satisfactory explanation of 
his conduct, the Mixtecan prince, replied by an 
exhibition of his wealth, and by rich presents, made 
in scorn, accompanied with this defiance, " Bear 
this present to your king, that from it, he may learn 
how much my subjects give me, and how great is 
their love; and that I wdlingly accept the proffered 
war, tliat it may be determmed whether they shall 
pay tribute to tlie king of Mexico, or tlie Mexicans 
tome." In the first campaign of tlie war, whicb 
immediately followed, the hitherto invincible Mon* 
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tezuma, was driyen back, ibim^ sustuiied bj hb 
allies. But in the saccceding one he was more 
successful, . defeatii^ not onlj ^ ^lixtecas, bat 
also the armies of me Hnexotzincas and Tlascal- 
ans, who had linited to resist him. This Tictory 
procured for Mezico» dominion orer Coaixtlahna^ 
can, Tochtepec, Tzapotlan, Tototlan and Cfainan* 
tia; and in the two following jears, she extended 
her sceptre over CozanudatqMoi and QumtAiO€hi&^ 
XIL In ^e succeeding jear, a war mdnccd faj 
like caiuses as the preceding, broke out with Ctut" 
ia ehihm or Cotasta, a popnloiis profince on Ae 
gnlph of Mexico, formenj inhabited bj the Tha- 
calans. The CotasteseinToked the aid of the Hn- 
exotzincas and Tlascalans, who, bomi^ wi& 
shame for tiieir late defeat, and thirstily lor Tea- 
nance, readily acceded to dicir rei|QCSt, and se- 
duced die Choluhans into the confederacr* The 
arm J of Montezuma was officered bj the flower of 
Hie nobilit J of Mexico, and her dependant state% 
junong whom JJxaiaeatl the nneral m chid^ TlzoCf 
and jShuitzotl, brothers m the rojal Hunilj of 
Menco, who succesayeljr filled the tfamie, after 
Monteznma, were distii^isbed; but the hero of 
this war was Moquihnix, the kmg of TlatelolcoL 
The Mexican arm j had commenced its march be* 
£>re Montezuma was apprized of the combinatioii 
of the hostile states. The king, infi&rmed of .this 
nnexpected coalition, instantl j issued orders fat a 
retreat, which were disobejed at the instance of 
MoQuihuix, who declared his determinadon to pro- 
ceea with his own subjects only, rather than turn 
his back upon the enemj. The ei^gement which 
followed, was one oi the most important recorded 
in the Mexican annals, as well on account of the 
nnmberof forces emi^ojed, as the loss of Iiret is 

• A. D. 14»4— 14^ 
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battle. The Cotadtcse and their allies were de- 
feated with dreadful slaughter; and six thousand 
two hundred captives sacrificed to the insatiable 
pd HuitzUopochtli, formed an appropriate honour to 
tke consecration of the Quaxicaico^ or religious edi- 
fice, destined for the preservation of the skulls of 
his victims. The whole province of Cotasta was 
annexed to the Mexican empire, and the praises of 
Moquihtdx were chaunted in an ode, which Bota- 
rini nad preserved among other manuscripts and 
paintings in his verj valuable museum. Monte- 
zuma more pleased at the happj result of the war, 
than offended bj the disobedience of his orders, 
rewarded the audacious prince with the hand of 
his cousin, the sister of the above named Mexican 
chiefs. 

XIII. The oft offending Chalehese, at this time 
drew upon themselves the severest chastisement. 
Among their many plans of shaking the Mexican 
power, was that ot raising a Mexican prince to the 
thnme, whose influence might divide and distract 
Ids native city, and they selected for the purpose, the 
lord of Ehecatepec, the brother of Montezuma, 
himself. That prince having repeatedly rejected 
tiieir proposals, tney at length possessed themselves 
of his person by violence, and proclaimed his coro- 
nation. Under these circumstances, he feigned to 
accept the crown, and on pretence tiiat his exalta- 
tion might be the more solemn, he desired them to 
erect in the market place, one of the highest trees, 
and place a scaffold upon it, from which he might 
be viewed by the whole people. Having assembled 
his attendant Mexicans around him, he ascended 
the scaffold, with a bunch of flowers in his hand, 
and thua addressed them. ^< Ye know well, my 
brave Mexicans, that the Chalehese wish to make 
me their king, but it would be impiety to our god, 
tfaos to betray our country. I choose ratiier by my 
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example to teach you to prefer fidelity to it, rather 
than life itself." And instantly casting himself 
headlong to the ^und, he was dasiied to pieces. 
An act of patriotic deyotion, certainly unsurpassed 
in Roman story. The Chaichese exasperated by 
the deed, fell instantljr upon the otlier Mexicans, 
and slew them with their darts. On the next even- 
ing^ hearing the melancholy hooting of an owl, their 
goperstitious fears interpreted it, as an omen of im- 
priding ruin. Nor were their divinings falsified. 
Montezuma caused fires to be kindled on the 
neighbouring mountains as signals of his revengBf 
ancf pouring upon their country like an overwfaemi- 
inug torrent, he swept before him almost every trace 
or peculation. Those who escaped his arms, fled 
to me mountain caves for refuge, or passed over to 
the territories of Heuxotzinco and Atlixco. The 
city of Chalco was sacked and plundered, and a 
lai^ge portion of its lands distributed among the of- 
ficers of the devastating army. But when the in- 
dignation of the king had been thus appeased, tiie 
spuit of mercy or oi policy, resumed its place in 
his bosom. He recalled the scattered fugitives, 
some of whom he re-established in their country, 
whilst he settled others in districts of Amaqfuma- 
can and Tlidlmanalco. 

XIV. After this expedition, he conquered Ta- 
mazoUan, Piaztlan, and Xilotepec, Acatlan, and 
other places. By these rapid conquests, he ext^d- 
ed his dominions eastward, to the gulph of Mexico; 
on the south-east, to the centre of the Mixtecan 
country; on the south, beyond Chilapan; 6n the west, 
to the valley of Tolucaj on the north west, far into 
the wilds of the Otomiesi and on the north, to the 
termination of the vale of Mexico. 

XV. Nor was Montezuma less distinguished for 
his civil policy than his military successes. He 
published^new laws, increased the splendour of Ms 

O 
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court, and introduced many ceremoniala unknovu 
to his predecessora. He erected a laiw! temple to 
the god of war, ordained many new rehgioua ritea, 
and increased thennmber of the priesla. The in- 
terpreter of Mendoza'a collection of paintinga, 
adda, that he was aober and temperate, and re- 
markably rigoroua in puniahing drunkenness; and 
that by his justice, prudence, and general proprie^ 
of deportment, he made his subjects fear and love 
him. After a fortunate reign of twenty-ei^t yearB 
and some months, he died, A. D. 1464, umversally 
regretted. 

XVI. His grandfather Acamapitzin, previously to 
hia deatli, surrendered the crown, that the people 
might elect the most suitable succesaor; without 
any intimation of preference on his part, as to the 
choice. But Montezuma, earnestly recommended 
to the electors, that tliey should select Asayacafl, 
as the moat worthy to succeed hiui. And ne was 
accordingly chosen to the exclusion of hia elder 
brother. This prince was the son of Tezozomoc, 
brother of the three kings who preceded Monte- 
zuma, and a grandson of Acamapitzin. 

XVII, To obtain victims for the sacrifice at his 
coronation, the new monarch carried his anna 
against the province of Tccuantepec, situated oa 
the coast of the Pacific Ocean, four hundred miles 
south-east of Mexico. The country was bravely 
defended, but, the greater esperience and diaci- 
pline of the Mexican troops prevailed; and their 
conquest was extended over Tecaantepec to Coa- 
tulco, a port much frequented by the Spaniards, in 
the succeeding century. The first years of the 
reign of Axayacatl, were employed in extending 
and consolidating the acquisitions of his predeces- 
Bovs. In 1468, he obtiuned a complete victory 
over the Hueiotzincas, and Atliscas. On his re- 
turn from this war, ho undertook the boilding of a 
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temple, which he called Coatlan. The Tlatelolcos 
erected another in rivaliy, which occasioned the 
renewal of the discords, that had been happily ap- 
peased. 

XVIII. In 1469, died Totoquihuatzin, the first 
king of Tacuba, who, during forty years that he 
ruled that small kingdom, was faithml to his alli- 
ance with the Mexican states. He was succeeded 
by his son Chimalpopoca, who emulated his courage 
and fidelity. 

XIX. But in the following year, the allied na- 
tions mourned a greater loss, in the death of Neza- 
hualcojotl. This prince is justly celebrated, for 
possessing the most- gifted, the most culttvated 
mind, in ancient Mexico. He displayed equal ca- 
jmcity, as a general, a politician, a poet, a law 
river, and phflosopher. Schooled in adversity, by 
me misfortunes of his early life, he bore his tribula- 
tions during thirteen years, with fortitude uid con- 
stancy. His attachment to the laws was inviola- 
ble; of which in his youth, he gave a stem and in- 
discreet example. Even whilst striving to arouse 
his nation against the usurper Maxtlaton, he pun- 
ished, by instant death, a woman whom he discov- 
ered selling wine, contrary to legal prohibition. 
His integrity in the admimstration of justice was 
inflexible, and he caused four of his own sons to be 
executed, for committing incest with their mother- 
in-law. And that judges might not be tempted to 
swerve from their duty, he provided amply for their 
subsistence out of the royal treasury. 

But his clemency to the unfortunate was also 
remarkable. The laws imposed the pain of death 
for taking anything from another's field, and even 
the theft of seven ears of maize incurred the penal- 
ty. To remove all pretence for these pet^ crimes, 
he commanded that the sides of the principal high- 
ways, should be annually sown with maize, and 
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other 8eeds> the fruits of which, were free to every 
passenger. He spent a large portion of his revenue 
in relief of the poor, especially of those who were 
aged, sick, or in widowhood. His expenditures u[i 
these objects, and for the support of his ministerti 
and magistrates, would be incredible, were they 
Tiot certified by original paintings,* and ^ con- 
firmed by tiie testimonies of his descendant in the 
third degree, Don Antonio Fimentel. The annual 
amount of this charge upon the revenue, reduced 
to Spanish measure, counting one hundred and 
-thirty pounds to the fanega, was of maize, six huB'- 
dred and thirty-seven mulion, thirty-nine thousand 
■pounds; of cocoa, three hundred and fifty-six mil- 
lions, seven hundred and twenty thousand pounds j 
«f chUij or common pepper and tomati, forty-one 
xnillion, six hundred tnousand pounds; of chUteqdn 
or small pepper, thirty-one thousand, two hundred 
pounds; of salt, cme thousand three hundred laim 
baskets; and of turkeys, eight thousand. Be^ae 
which, the quantity of chia, beans, and other legu- 
minous plants; of deer, and fowl, was enormous* 
How great must have been the population, to pay 
in tribute this amazing mass of provisions; and how 
extensive must have been the commerce, by which 
the cocoa alone was obt^dned ! The latter could be 
procured in barter only, and was the product of the 
warm countries; there being no soil in all Acolhu- 
acan adapted to the culture of this plant. During 
one half of the year, or nine Mexican months, 
fourteen cities furnished such provisions, and fifteen 
other cities supplied them, during the other half 
year.t 

* Theee paintings were in the possession of the first religioua 
ndsMonai'les, and Torqueinada, the historian, had them in his 
lunds. 

t The ahore accoimt, is a heavj draft upon the credulity of 
Jim render, hut it is sustained hy fair historical testimony, and 
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The progress of this king, in the arts and scien- 
ces, is still more extraordi^uy. Bj Hie force of 
his own genius, he became a poet, a naturalist, and 
astronomer; and soaring beyond the superstitions of 
his nation and his age, he attained to the high truths 
of pure and naturd theology. His sixty hymns 
comjposed in honour of the Creator of heaven, were 
celebrated even among the Spaniards. Two of Ids 
odes or songs, translated into Spanish verse, by his 
descendant, Don Ferdinand a' Alba Ixlilxochitl, 
were preserved by Boturini. One of these, written 
on the destruction of Azcapozalco, laments the in- 
constancy of human greatiiess, in the person of the 
tyrant of Tezozomoc, whom he compared to a 
large and stately tree, which had extended its roots 
through many countries, and spread the shade of 
its green branches over all the lands of the empiref 
but which at last worm-eaten and wasted, fell to 
the earth, never to resume its verdure. He ap- 
plied liimself to the study of nature, as developed 
m plants and animals; collecting in his gardens 
ana menageries, all that could endure the climate^ 
and in his cabinets, paintings of all such, as could 
not be preserved in life. To the excellence and 
variety of these paintings, the celebrated naturalist 
Hernandez, bears testimony; and Clavigero justly 
declares them more worthy of a royal palace, than 
those which represent the mythology of the Gre- 
cians. Like the philosophers of the ancient pagan 
world, he, politically, paid open respect to the re- 

to support it further, we annex the names of the dties chareed 
■with these services. The fourteen cities allotted to the first half 
year, vere Tescuco, Huexotla, Coatliehan, Atenco, ChiauUa, 
Tezonjocan, Papalotla, Tcpetlaoztoc, Acolman, Tepechpan, 
Xaltocan, Chimsdhuacan, Itztapalocan, and Coatepec? the other 
fifteen, were, Otompan, Aztaquemecan, Teotihuacan, Zempo- 
allon, Axapochoo,Tlalanapan,Tepepolco, Tizajocan, Ahuateinee, 
Oztoticpac, Quauhtlatzinco, Cojo^o, Oztotlahuacan, Achicml- 
iacacbocan, and Tetliztacac 
O 2 
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ligious superstitions of his country; but he taught 
in secret, Vis sons, to abhor the worship, and cruel 
sacrifices offered to lifeless forms. He even pro- 
hibited the sacrifice of human victims; and though 
constrained afterwards to suffer it by the prejudices 
of his people, he commanded under severe penal- 
ties, that it should be confined to prisoners of war. 
He erected, in honour of the great Creator, a high 
tower, consisting of nine stories, the uppennost, of 
which was dark and vaulted, painted within, ai a 
deep blue colour, and ornamented witii cornices of 
gpld. From this chamber he observed the course 
of the plaiiets, and sought to penetrate the myste- 
ries of the heavens. Here, also, resided certain 
officers, charged with the dulr of striking at cer- 
tain hours, upon plates of the nnest metal; at which 
signal the king kneeled down, and offered his ori- 
sons to the great source of all iMngs; in honour of 
whom, he also observed annually, a solemn feast. '^ 
Under the auspices of such a patron, his capital, 
Tezcuco, became the nursery of the arts, and tibe 
centre of civilization; where the Mexican language 
was spoken in the greatest purity, and the best 
artists, poets, painters, orators, and historians 
abounded. 

As a law giver, Nezahualcojotl laboured to cor- 
rect the disorders occasioned by the usurpations of 
Tezozomoc and his son, and to promote uie civili- 
zation of his people. Eighty of his edicts have 
been collected by the descendant, whom we have 
already^ cited. Among these, the provisions for 
determining litigation, are worthy of high praise. 
He ordained that no suit, civil or criminal^ should 

* For these traits, of the character of this estimable piine^ 
we are indebted to the valuable manuscripts of Don Ferainand 
d*Alba, his fourth grandson, who receiyed them most probabfy 
\sy tradition from his ancestors. From the bias whidi we oaa- 
iM>t but feel for the aboriginals, we hope ^ey are not exs ig go* 
rated. 
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be prolonged more tfaao eighty days, or four Mexi- 
can months; at the end of Which period, a session 
of the jud^s was held in the palace. Whatever 
causes were left undecided by inferior tribunals, 
during the four preceding months, were infallibly 
concluded on that day; and those who were con- 
victed of any crime, immediately, and without re- 
mission, received punishment proportioned to their 
offence, in presence of the whole assembly. To 
different crimes, different punishments were as- 
signed, not however, with very nice discrimination; 
as trea^n, homicide, adultery, sodomy, theft, and 
drunkenness, were dike pumshable by death. But 
comparing small things with great, Tezcuco may 
be called the Athens, and Nezahualcojotl the Solon 
of Anahuac. 

XX. In his last illness he declared his youngest 
son, Nezahualpilli, born of his Mexican wife, his 
heir and successor; enjoining his first bom, Acapi- 
jAoltzin, to sustain him by his counsel, until tie 
should acquire experience m the art of government; 
and that his succession might be peaceful and un- 
disputed, he directed him to be proclaimed king, 
whilst he himself still lived; and his own deam 
to be concealed as long as possible. This was 
accordingly done, and me body of the deceased 
monarch, was privately buried. But, though when 
hb death became known, the nobles flocked to the 
court, to condole with the princes, as no funeral 
obsequies were publicly performed, the vulgar, ever 
believed, that their great king had been translated 
to the gods, in honour of his virtues. 

XXL The high fortune of Axacajatl^ by exciting 
the envy of his brother-in-law, Moquihuix king of 
Tlatelolco, converted that illustrious supporter of 
the Mexican power, into an active and dangerous 
enemy. This passion betrayed the unhapjjy prince 
to maltreat hb wife, the sister of the Mexican mo- 
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narcb; and to conspire with his former foes, to sub-, 
vert the Mexican state. His hatred too, was in- 
flamed by the exhortations of his priests, whose 
temples, and whose gods, were rivals of those of 
the neighbouring city. To rouse the courage of 
the people, sufficiently to war with their neighbours, 
an ancient minister of the altar, compounded, a 
horrible beverage, of the washings of the shrines, 
which, he gave, purple with human blood, to the 
king, the nobles, and the army. The queen, who 
closely observed the workings of her liusband's 
mind penetrated his designs, and flying to the pro- 
tection of her brother, with her children, informed 
him fully of the dangers to which he was exposed, 
and enabled him to take timely measures for his 
safety. This was one of the most cruel civil wars 
recorded in Mexican history. The two cities were 
divided from each other only by name and govern- 
ment; and their inhabitants were of the same blood, 
sepiarated only by their jealousies. On the day 
assigned for the ceremony of arming the troops of 
Tlatelolco, and whilst they were repeating the nor- 
rible draught, before mentioned, in the temple of 
the god of battles, some daring Mexicans entered 
the market place, killing all they met; but being 
overpowered, were instantiy led to sacrifice. On 
the same day, and in retaliation of this assault, 
such was the fury, which burned in the bosoms of 
the rival population, the women of Tlatelolco, ad- 
vanced into the streets of Mexico, aAd set fire to 
the birch trees before the doors of the houses, and 
insulted the inhabitants with indecent reproaches. 
On the next morning, the conflict became general, 
and the Tlatelolcos, whose allies, accidentally or 
treacherously, failed them, were driven by the Te- 
nochtitians from all quarters into the centre of the 
city, where deprived of space for action, their num- 
bers rendered their destruction more &c]le. Mo- 
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quihuix gained the top of the great temple, and 
sought by shouts and gestures to animate his troops, 
but they replied bj inyectives, called him coward, 
and bade him descend, and take an active part in the 
battle. At length a Mexican captain cast aim head- 
long from the parapet, and put an end to the war 
wim his life* His body was instantly borne to 
Axajacatl, who opened his breast and tore out his 
heart, an offering to the ^^ terrible god." The petty 
state of Tlatelolco, was thenceforth united to tiie 
dty of Mexico, having for the space of one hundred 
and ei^teen years, under four monarchs, presented 
tiie anomaly of a feeble kingdom within the very 
grasp of an overshadowing power, sustaining ap 
dffetisive rivalry. 

XXII. Having thus reduced the Tlatelolcos, 
Axajacatl turned his arms upon their allies, some 
of whose princes he seized and put to death. He 
also annexed to his kingdom, the whole valley of 
Toluca, comprehending many petty states, not, 
however, without great danger to himself, having 
been stricken down in battle, and being with great 
difficulty, preserved from captivity, by the interpo- 
aition of two of his officers. He received a wound 
idiich made him halt for the remainder of his life. 
In the last years of his rei^, he lived solely for 
the purpose of extending his empire. Passing 
tfarou^ the valley of Toluca, and crossing the moun- 
tains, he conquered Tochpan and Tlaximalofanj 
which was afterwards, the frontier of the kingdom 
of Michuacan. Thence retuminff towards the east, 
he made himself master of Ocudla and Malacate- 
pec. His conquests were interrupted by death, in 
the thirteenth year of his reign, Aiino Domini, one 
thousand four hundred and seventy-seven. He 
left a numerous oflfepring, among whom, was the 
famous Montezuma the second. 

XXin. Tizoc, the brother of the late king, sue- 
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ceeded to the throne by election. Hig reign, was 
short and obscure. It is is recorded of him, how- 
ever, that he conquered fourteen cities. Some of 
tiiese were rebellious towns, which he agsdn redu- 
ced under the Mexican joke. A conspiracy was 
formed against him by his great vassals, and he is 
said to have perished by sorcery or pmson. He 
died in tiie fifth year of his reign, witii the reputa- 
tion of a circumspect, but severe monarch. The 
leisure which he enjoyed, induced him to form the 
design, of building a great and splendid temple, 
for which he collected materials, but tiie execution 
was prevented by his death. The conspirators were 
detected, and capitally punished in the presence d[ 
his successor, and the King of Tezcuco, and Ham 
chief nobles. ? y **A| 

XXIY. Notwithstanding the apparent acquies- 
cence of the elder brothers of Nezahualpilli, m his 
elevation to the throne of Tezcuco, by the will of 
their father, their discontent soon after declared 
itself in seditious movements. They first tempted 
the versatile Ghalchese to revolt, but failing in Hob 
endeavour, they applied with success to the Huex- 
otzincas. In the war which followed, instructions 
were given to the soldiers of the enemy, to direct 
their arms particularly against tiie person of tiie 
king! and high rewards were promised to those who 
should capture him alive or dead. Nezahualpilli 
apprized of this design, changed garments wilh one 
of nis officers. And his representative fell a victim 
in the first battie, to his loyalty to his prince, 
whose activity and individual bravery, contributed 
mainly to the decisive victory which on this occa- 
sion he obtained over his foes. His rebellious bro- 
thers were eitiier slain in the rencontre, or escaped 
by fli^t a merited chastisement. 

XXV. The king of Tezcuco, had already seve- 
ral wives, but the honour of becoming his queen, 
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was reserved for a lady of the royal house of Mex* 
ico. He received from Tizoc, one of his grand- 
daughters, Yfho was accompanied to her husband's 
palace, by a beautiful sister. Of this maiden, 
named Xocotadn, Nezahualpilli became violently 
enamoured, and he resolved to raise her also to ihe 
dimity of queen. Both nuptials were celebrated 
with j^eat splendour, but the latter is particularly 
mentioned by historians, as the most solemn and 
magnificent, that had ever been known in Anahuac. 
By nis first queen, he had a son called Cacandtzinj 
wno succeeded him ^on the throne, and who beine 
afterwards made pnsoner by the Spaniards, di^ 
unhappily. By the second. Tie had Jffuexotzincat^ 
zm, of whom we shall hereafter speak; Coanacot- 
zin who was also king: Acolhuacan, who was or- 
dered to be hanged by Cortes, andlxlilxochit], who 
confederated with the Spaniards against the Mexi- 
cans, was converted to Christianity, and baptized 
by the name and simame of that conqueror. 

XXVI. Ahuitzotl, the sole surviving brother of 
the two preceding kings of Mexico, was now eleva- 
ted to the throne. He prosecuted the design of 
Tizoc, in the erection of a temple, and during its 
progress, which employed four years, went fre- 
quently to war; at one time with the Mazahuas, a 
few miles west, who had rebelled a^nst the crown 
of Tacuba; at another, against the Zapotecas, three 
hundred miles distant on the south east; and also 
against several other nations. When the fabric was 
finished, he invited the allied kings and their nobles 
to its dedication. The concourse of people on this 
occasion, was the greatest ever seen in Mexico. 
TTie historians say, doubtless with eicaggeration, 
amounting to six millions. The festival lasted four 
days, during which there were sacrificed, in the 
upper porch of the temple, all the prisoners cap- 
tured in die four preceding years^ estimated various- 
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ly from sixty-four thousand and sixty, to sevens- 
two thousand, three hundred and forty-four. To 
render these execrable sacrifices more ostentatious, 
the prisoners were ranged in double file, a mile and 
a half in length, reaching from the roads of Tacuba 
and Itzpalapan, to the temple. This sacrili^ous 
butchery, the greatest certainly which superstititiott 
has committed throughout the world, was perpetra- 
ted in the year one thousand four hnnared and 
eirfily-six. 

From this period, until the year 1502, Ahuitzoti 
was constantly engaged in military enterpriz^; 
either extending his sway over independent coun- 
tries, or repressing the insurrection of his tributa- 
ries who bore with great impatience the Mexiqau 
yoke. In these wars, Montezuma, who was after- 
wards emperor, and his brother Tezcatzin, were 
distinguished by their valour and warlike skilL 
In this reign, the empire attained its greatest ex* 
tent^ her victorious arms having been carried by 
the general TliUototl to Quatinuda, more than nine 
hundred miles soutli-west of the city of Mexicow 
The name of Ahuitzotl^ had passed into a proverb 
when the Spaniards entered tne country; and was 
long used to si^ify a quarrelsome man, who vexed 
and molested his neighbours, suffering none to live 
at peace. But he was not wanting in civil virtues. 
He was magnanimous and liberal. He embellished 
the city wim many new and magnificent building; 
He rewarded all who served him. faithfully, by nch 
presents, of gold, silver, jewels, and precious 
feathers; and ne was accustomed on the receipt of 
the provincial tributes, to assemble the people, and 
personally to distribute food and clothing to the 
necessitous. 

^ The lake of Mexico, as the drain of an exten* 
sive valley was, as we have already observed, sub- 
ject to great vicissitudes of flux and reflux. In 
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rainj seasons it overflowed its banks, and in dry 
ones, became so shallow, as to be innavigable. A 
case of the latter kind occurred, in the jear I4989 
which the king proposed to remedy, bj conducting 
into the lake me waters of ihe fountain of Huitzil- 
opocho, which arose in Cojoacan; and he gave or- 
ders to Tzotzomatzin, governor of the province, 
for that purpose. Tzotzomatzin, represented that 
the fountain was not constant, being sometimes dry 
whilst at others, it sent forth torrents which migjht 
prove injurious to the citj. The command was 
repeated, and the objection being renewed, Ahuit- 
zotl, tyrannicallj caused his faithful and judicioos 
vassal to be put to death, and the project to be ex- 
ecuted with manj superstitious ceremonies. The 
rains of the succeeding vear were very abundant, 
and the city was suddenly overflowed; many 
houses were destroyed, and the king makine his 
escape from the first story of the palace, struck his 
head a^nst the top of a low door wa]r, by which 
he received a contusion that caused his death, in 
the year 1502. He invoked the aid of the king of 
Acolhuacan, who without delay, caused the dyke 
to be repaired, which had been built by the advice 
of his father, in the reign of Montezuma. 

XXVII. We are now to consider the reign of 
Montezuma Xocojotzin, or the younger, the ninth 
kine of Mexico, in whom the great power of his 
medecessors was united with a nride and. splen- 
dour, which they had never equalled, and which is 
scarce surpassed in Asiatic history; and whose 
misfortunes and humiliations, are singularly con- 
trasted with his preceding greatness. 

The late king had no surviving brother, but he 
left many nephews, from whom, by the laws of the 
realm, a successor must be selected, all of whom, 
doubtless, coveted this great dignity. But Monte- 
zuma^ one of the sons of Axajacatl, who probaUy 
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merited it most, by his abilities and services, had 
rendered himself a favourite vrith the people, by 
his ^viiy, his circumspection, his regard for 
religion, and above all, by the assumption of 
profound humility. As a minister of the altar, 
also, he united the sufirages of the priesthood, now 
a very numerous and influential order of the state. 
WiUi such support, he readily obtained the prefer- 
ence over his rivals. Whilst the election was pend- 
ing he retired to the temple, appearing to think 
himself unworthy of this mgh honour, and when 
the allied kings, attended by the nobles, went 
thiiber to announce his elevation, he was employed 
in the humble office of sweeping the courts of the 
sanctuary. This specious humdity he preserved 
during the succeeding ceremonies^ -and tnough Ids 
joy found its way in tears, he replied to their con- 
gratulations, with professions of his own unworthi- 
ness, and thanks for their favourable opinions. ~ 

He obtained tiie victims for the customary sacri- 
fice at the coronation, by an inroad on the Atiix- 
chese, who, a short tune previously, had rebelled 
ajgainst his crown. So splendid were the prepara- 
tions for this event, that they attracted to Mexico, 
many foreigners, who had never before, been seen 
in that city^ and even the hostile Tlascalans, and 
Michuacanese, came in disguise to the spectacle. 
But when Montezuma had intelligence of this, 
with a generosity truly royal, he ordered them to 
be properly lodged and entertained, and caused 
scanolds to be erected, from whence they might 
conveniently view the whole ceremony. 

But no sooner was he formally seated upon the 
throne, than pride, the master passion of his soul, 
broadly developed itself. His predecessors, when 
dispensing the official honours ot the state, had more 
re^ird to the fitness, than the rank, of the candi- 
datetiand the plebian8,notwithstanding their solemn 
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destitution of ri^ts in the rei^ of Itzeoatl^ were 
admitted to participate in pcdiUcal services and re* 
wards. But, when he haa siezcd the reins of ffov- 
emment, in despite of the remonstrances of the 
sa^t and most reverend of his counseUors, he 
8tnp{)ed them of their employments and dignities; 
ayerring that the baseness of their birth, and the 
meanness of their education, disqualified &em for 
honourable charges. 

The changes which he introduced in the economr 
of his household, and the etiquette of the conr^ 
were dictated by the same superb spirit All his 
servants were persons of rank. Be»de the ordi- 
nary attendants of the palace, six hundred feuda- 
tory nobles came daily to render him their homage. 
They passed the whole day in the anti-chamber, 
conversing in a low voice, and awaitine the orders 
of their sovereign. The retainers of these loirdB 
were so numerous, that they filled the courts ap- 
propriated to them, and crowded the adjacent 
streets. All the great vassals of .the crown were 
required to reside several months of each year, at 
tiie court; and on their return to their seignories, to 
leave their sons, or other relatives, behind, as hos- 
tages for their fidelity; on which account they were 
compelled to keep houses in Mexico. 

His seraglio was filled with several hundred 
women, their servants and slaves, who were guard- 
ed with much circumspection and jealousy; and 
every breach of propriety was pumsiied with the 
utmost severity. Of these women, the king appro- 
priated to himself such as pleased him; otiiers he 
gave away, in recompense tor the services of Ins 
officers.* 

All persons entering the palace, whether in the 

* Some of the Mexican annalists, affinn that Montssmna ha4 
one hundred and fifty of his viyes pregnant at the same iivaiOt 
Abn bene rip9 cremttTt 
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royal service^ oi" to confer mth Hie king on businessy 
were required to appear barefooted, and in humble 
garments, in testimony of their abject condition, 
and their profound resp^t for his majesty. On 
entering the hall of audience, every one bowed 
lowly uree times, saying at the first, ThUoamj 
lord; at tiie second, Notlatocatzmj my lord; and at 
Ihe tUrd, IMtlatoam^ great lord; and thai deli- 
Tored his communication with a low voice and head 
inclined, receiving tiie answer of tiie king throo^ 
lu8 secretaries, wimas much reverence as if it were 
the voice of an oracle. In taking leave, no one pre* 
sumed to turn his back vjgon the throne. ^ -• 

^ The audience hall served also for the king's di- 
mng room. His table was a large pillow, and his 
seat a low chair. The table cover and napkins were 
of fine cotton cloth, biilliantiy white, and scrupu- 
lously clean; and the dinner service for ordinary 
use, was of the earthenware of Cholula, which was 
changed for gold plate, on festive occasions. The 
cups containing his chocolate and other beverages, 
were crf'jgold, or some beautiful sea shell, or the nnd 
of a firuit, curiously varnished and adorned. The 
number and variety of the dishes amazed the Spa- 
niards. Cortes says, that they covered tiie floor of 
the hall, and consisted of the various kinds of game, 
fish, fruit, and herbs of the country; and that the 
meats mi^t not grow cold, each plate was accom- 

Ginied with its chafing dish. Several hundred no- 
e pages carried the dishes in procession before 
the King, whilst he sat at table, who indicated 
mth a rod, such as he chose; the rest, were dis- 
tributed among tiie nobles of the anti-chamber. 
Before he began to eat, four of the most beautiful 
women of his seraglio, served him with water to 
wash his hands, and together with the six princi- 
pal ministers apd his carver, waited during Ae 
meal. 
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Whilst at table, the door of the hall was closed, 
that none other of the courtiers might see him eat. 
The ministers stood at a distance, preserving pro- 
found silence, unless when replying to his remarks. 
He frequently heard music whilst at table, and 
amused nimself with tiie humours of some deformed 
jesters, who in this, as in other courts, availed 
themselves of the £ivourable opportunity of im- 
pressing some important, and oft times, unpleasant 
truths upon their master. When he had dined, he 
took tobacco mixed with liquid amber, wiUi the 
fames of which he put himself to sleep. 

After his siesta, he gave public audience; en- 
couraang those, who from dimdence, were embar- 
rasseain their address. When the business of die 
daj was over, he was entertained by his musicians, 
wno sang the glorious actions of nis ancestors, to 
tiie accompaniment of their rude instrumentsi or 
he amused nimself with various games played before 
lum. YiThen he went abroad, he was carried on 
flie shoulders of his nobles, in a litter, covered with 
a rich canopy, attended by a numerous retinue; 
and wherever he passed, all persons closed their 
eyes, as if dazzled with the splendour of his pre- 
sence. If he alighted from the litter to walk, car- 
pets were spread, that he might not touch the earth 
with his feet. 

The grandeur of his palaces, gardens, and plea- 
sure grounds corresponded with the magnificence 
of his court. His usual residence was a vast edi- 
fice of stone, which had twenty entrances from the 
public squares and streets; three spacious courts, 
in one of which, was a beautiful fountain; several 
halls, and more than an hundred chambers. So 
great was its extent, that a companion of Cortes, 
says, that he went four times to view it, and ranged 
over it until he was fatigued, but could not observe 
it alL He describes one hall, as sufficiently ci^- 
P 2 
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cious to contain three thousand persane. The 
walla of Home of the apartmenta were of raai'ble, 
and other precious stones. The beams were of 
cedar cypress, and other odoriferous woods, smooth- 
ly finiBned and elaborately^ curved. In this pile, 
there was room, not odIt lor the accommodation of 
the seraglio, and the ofacers of tJic court, but for 
such guests, asbad claims upon the king's hospitali- 
ty, and especially for the Tezcucan and Tacuban 
moDBrchs, and their attendants. 

Two large edifices in the city of Mexico, were 
appropriated as a museum, of various liTing ani- 
mals. One contained birds wliich did not live by 
prey; the other, birds of prey, quadrupeds, and 
reptiles. The first was divided into several cham> 
bers, with galleries, supported by pillars of marble, 
each cut from a sinele block. It looked into k 
lai^ garden, in which, surrounded by shrubbery, 
were ten ponds, some of fresh, and some of sal^ 
water, which sustained their appropriate birds. Tho 
number and variety of birds collected here, BtruclL 
the Spaniards with wonder. Each was supplied 
with its natural food, whether seeds, fruits, or in- 
sects. The daily consumption of such as fed Ott 
fish only, was more than three hundred Romaft ' 
pounds weight. Three hundred men, aaysCorte^ , I 
were employed in the care of this aviary, bcndeS 
the physicians, whose duty it was to study and cura ' 
the distempers of the birds. Beside the pleasure 
the king took in viewing this collection, he derivejl 
a valuable return from the featliera, which were eni- 
ployed in the celebrated mosaic work of Mexico. ■ 

The other edifice, appropriated to the wild anl- ' 
mals, had a large court with tesselated pavement^ 
dnd was also divided into many apartments, adap* 
ted to the peculiarities of their several inhabitants. 
For the support of the birds of prey, there wer^ 
daily killed, five hundred turkiea; and the Haas, 
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tigers, wolves, cayotoos, and wild cats, were fed 
on deer, hares, rabbits, techichis, and the tnttniinn 
of the human sacrifices. 

The king also had in this curious collection, cro* 
codiles, and serpents. Ponds for fish, were also 
prepared; two of which, may yet remain at the 
palace of Chapoltepec, two nules from Mexico. 
Nor was his curiosity gratified in gathering together 
this multitude of the ordinary productions of na- 
ture. He delighted in collecting also, in his palace, 
all tiie deformed of his own species, whetiier dis- 
tinguished by the colour of their hair, or skin, or 
oi£er irregular conformation. 

ffis palaces were surrounded with spacious gar- 
dens, stored with beautiful flowers, edorifenras 
herbs, and medicinal plants. Extensive parks were 
enclos^ with walls, and stored with game, which 
the king frequentiy hunted. One of mese was on 
«n island, in the lake now known among the Span- 
iards, by the name of Pinon. 

Of all these noble improvements, the work of an 
URterate and savage raccj their civilized, humane, 
and learned conquerors have spared none, save tiie 
wood of Chapoltepec, which the Spanish viceroys 
had preserved for tiieir own recreation. Thepiety 
of the christians has razed the most magnincent 
Imildings of antiquity— their industry has found 
ample employment in wasting the gardens and the 
groves; and even the existence of these testimo- 
nials of an exalted and generous spirit mi^t now 
be deemed fabulous, but for their own records of 
the work of destruction. 

In his personal habits, Montezuma was a model 
of cleanliness, and propriety. He bathed daily, 
and changed his garments four times in tiie twenty- 
four hours — and those which he^put off were never 
resumed, but were reserved as presents, for the 
assiduous noble, or g^ant soldier. His love of 
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CHrder wad visible in all around him His palaces, 
and gardens were kept wilii perfect care, and the 
streets of the city were daily cleansed and watered 
by a thousand scavengers. 

His armories were stored with offensive and de- 
fensive weapons, wilii military ornaments and en- 
signs; and a vast number of artificers were perpeta- 
aUy employed in their fabrication; whilst a no less 
nimiber were engaged in ornamental arts, such as 
jewelfy, sculpture, painting, and mosaic work. 

His zeal for religion, was not less conspicuous 
tiian his magnificence. But both were debased by 
his superstition. He built several temples to his 
sods, m which he offered freauent sacrifice, observ- 
ing with great punctuality, all established rites and 
ceremonies. He was anxiously attentive to the exe- 
cution of his orders and the laws, punishing inexo- 
rably all transgressors. He tried frequently, by 
•ecret |>resent^ the inte^ty of his ma^ti^tes, 
and punished the guilty without remission. 

He was an imp&cable enemy to idleness, keep- 
ing his subjects perpetually employed; the military 
in warlike exercises, and the other classes in the 
construction of new edifices, highways, and other 
public works; and even beggars, that they migjit 
not be idle, were required to contribute a certain 
quantity of the vermin which bred amid their filtii. 

With a liberality and benificence truly deserving 
jHraise, he allotted the city of Colhuacan, as a hos- 
pital for all invalids who, having faithfully serv^ 
the crown, either in military or civil employments, 
required a provision for their a^ or infirmities. 

But though charitable in relieving the necessitous, 
and liberal in rewarding all who served him, the 
burdens, which his arrogance and luxury imposed 
upon his subjects and tributaries, and the excessive 
iseverity with which he punished every act of diso- 
bedience, made him the terror of his people, and 
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prepared fhe way for the sudden and extraordinary 
subversion of his empire. 

At the commencement of his reign, MalinaUij 
chief of Tlachquiauhic, rose in rebellion, but he 
was soon reduced, his state reconquered, and him- 
self put to death. ^ About the same period, the 
petir state of Achiotlan, was also brought undw 
the Mexican power. 

XXYHI.^ Among the many surrounding nations 
which continually excited the Mexicans to war. 
Tlascala, though distant scarce sixty^ miles from 
the capital, alone, was unsubdued. The good for- 
tune of this republic, which it probably abused, 
aroused the envy of its neidibours; and its former 
allies, the Huexotzincas, Cholulans, and others, 
exasperated the Mexicans against it, by insinuating 
that tlie Tlascalans designed to make themselves 
masters of the maritime provinces on the gulph of 
Mexico, by commerce with which they daily in- 
creased their power and their wealth. Due care 
was taken by the Mexicans to circumscribe this 
intercourse,* and to the remonstrances of the 
Tlascalans, they insolently replied, that, the king 
of Mexico was lord of the world, that all mortals 
were his vassals, and that as such, the Tlacalans 
should acknowledge him by the payment of tribute, 
under tibe penalty of being utterly destroyed, of 
having theu: city sacked, and their country trans- 
ferred to another race. To this vain glorious threat, 
the Tlascalan ambassador rejoined, ^^ Most potent 
lords, Tlascala owes you no submission. She is 
free and wUl pay tribute to no one, and before she 
will acknowleoge your supremacy, we will shed 
more blood, than our fathers caused to flow in the 

* The most yexatious effect of this restraint, waft the deprU 
VBtMm of salt, -which introdaced among the common people of 
TUiciala» the hibit of eating their foocTwithoYtt this condiment 
Tbe nohlee prodrod it hy secret commerce with the MextCfKDii 
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fammiB battle of Pojauhtlan." The Tlascalans, 
thereupon immediately strengthened thdr fortifica- 
tions, and bravely and successfully, resisted every 
attempt of the neighbouring petty states which were 
commanded to hairass them^ employing with great 
advantage the arms of the peo]»le, who sou^t 
refoge amongst them, from Mexican oj)pres8ion. 
Not content with repelling the invasion of the 
Huexotzincas, they invaded the territories of these 
enemies, and compelled them to implore the sac** 
conr of Montezuma. 

The king dispatched an army to their relief, under 
the command of his eldest son. The Tlascalans 
surprised- and defeated it with great slau^ter, im 
which the general in chief was mcluded. A new 
army, directed by Montezuma in person^ was also 
defeated with great loss, and compelled to retreat^ 
leaving an immense spoil in possession of the re- 
publicans. The victors celebrated their triumj^ 
with great rejoicings, and rewarded the fugitive 
Otomies, to whom it was chiefly owing, by advancing 
their captains to the dignity of Texetli^ and be<- 
stowing upon them their daughters in marriage. 

Notwithstanding these multiplied successes of 
the Tlascalans, the Mexican historians assert, that 
they were indebted for the preservation of their in- 
dependence, more to the policy of the Mexicans, 
than to their own intrepidity; — ^That, whilst that 
haughty state extended its empire evermore distant 
and more powerful nations, it suflered this petty 
power to subsist, that it might afibrd them exer- 
cise for their troops, and victims for their sacrifices. 
We are more inclined to believe, that the conquest 
was not deemed worth the price that must nave 
been paid for it. 

XXIX. The lofty character of the TlascalanSt 
was nobly illustrated by one of her chiefs, named 
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Tlahuicoly who was captured by the Mexicans in 
a war posterior to that of which we have just spo- 
ken. He was remarkable for his courage and 
strength. The maquahuitl, or sword with which 
he fou^i^ could scarce be raised by an ordinary 
man. His name spread terror and msmay among 
the enemies of the republic, wherever he appeared 
in arms. During the heat of an engagement he 
sunk so deeply in a marsh, that being unable to ex- 
tricate himself he was made prisoner and delivered 
in a strong cage to Montezuma. The king ma^ani- 
mottsly o&rc^ him his liberty, with permission to 
return to his country. But the proud Tlascalan 
refused the favour, saying, that after the dishonour 
of his capture, he shamed to present himself to his 
countrymen. Still, Montezuma, desirous of his 
friendaoip, reserved lum from the sacrifice, to which 
by the custom of his nation he should be devoted; 
Sttflfered lum to call from Tlascala his favourite wife^ 
and promoted him to the command of his army, in 
a war with Michuacan; in which post he maintained 
his reputation, brining off many prisoners, and a 
lai^ Dooty in ^Id and silver. The king again 
pn^ered him his freedom, which being again re- 
jected, he proposed to him the most Honourable 
post in his service, the command in chief of the 
Mexican armies. Tlahuicol nobly answered, that 
this duty would render him a traitor to his country: 
and again preferred his oft repeated request, that he 
might die the gladiatorial sacrifice to which priso- 
ners of high rank were usually condemned. Mon- 
tezuma retained him three years longer at court, 
and at length consented to his request, and appoint- 
ed the day for tiie ceremony. As splendid prepa- 
rations were made on this occasion, as for an Eu- 
ropean tournament. Immense crowds assembled 
from all parts, to assist at the spectacle. And the 
prisoner cheerfully ascended ihetemalacatljor stone 
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aggigncd for the combat Several of the bravest 
Mexican warriors were selected for the contest, 
and though Tlahuicol, fought at great disadvan- 
tage, having one foot bound to the altar, he killed 
dpit, and wounded twenty others. But exhausted 
bj his own exertions, he at last received a blow 
which stunned him, and was borne before the iddl 
of Huitzilopochtli, where the priests opened his 
breast, and taJiine out his migntj heart, cast the 
body down the stair of the temple. Thus perished 
the hero by a death the most honourable, that the 
country and the age could accord him. 

XXa. From the time of his coronation to the 
advent of the Spaniards, Montezuma was almost 
annually employed in wars, either reducing rebel- 
lious states to their allegiance, or punishing offences 
in such as had not been wholly subjected. . K these 
wars were not sought for the purpose of procuring 
victims to his idols, it cannot oe doubted that they 
were encouraged by this abominable superstitioni 
and no preceding monarch, could boast of having 
offered up a greater number of human lives. 

XXXI. In 1504, commenced a series of unfor- 
tunate, and extraordinary events, which led to an 
almost universal presage, of the approaching down- 
fall of the empire, and preyed with so much 
intensity upon the superstitious mind of the king, 
as to destroy his repose, and give increased acer- 
bity to his temper. An unchanging drought of 
two years continuance, caused a famine, which 
after exhausting the public and private stores of 
grain, compelled many inhabitants, with the assent 
of the king, to seek subsistence by removing into 
other countries. The lightning set fire to one of 
the towers of the most honoured temple^ a cir- 
cumstance in itself of evil augury, producing 
much unhappiness to the quarter in which the tem- 
ple stood; the inhabitants supposing the fire to have 
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beenoccaaionedby a sudden and boBtileiiiroad,ni8h- 
ed to arms for the public defence, and were punished 
severely bj Montezuma, under the conviction that 
thej meditated a rebellion^ an act of injustice 
which produced in his heart inextinguishable re- 
morse, when he became conscious of their inno- 
cence. In the transportation of a large stone pre- 
pared with fi;reat care and art, as an altar for tiie 
greater tempfe, more commodious for the increased 
sacrifices, a bridge over one of the canals broke, 
and the stone feu through, dragging after it the 
high priest and many others. Another sudden 
aim furious conflagration of the turrets of the prin- 
cipal temple in a calm and serene nisht— A vio- 
lent and extraordinary agitation of the waters of 
the lake, which destroyed many houses, without 
wind, earthquake, or otner apparent natural cause 
to wMch it could t)e ascribed. »-The apparitions of 
armed figures in the air, who fought and slew eadi 
other.*— The course of a comet distinctly visible 
in the heavens:— All conspired to throw the princes 
of Anahuac into the utmost consternation. Mon- 
tezuma ^lehose superstition was ec^ualled only by his 
pride, could not behold these prodigies with indiffer- 
ence. His own astrologers being incompetent to 
explain the portents, he applied to Nezahualpilli, 
who had derived from his father and his own study, 
a profound knowledge of the arts of astrology and 
divination. That monarch predicted the future 
disasters of the empire, by the arrival of a new 
people. Montezuma refused faith to a solution so 
mortifying to his spirit, and accepted a reference 

of the exj^^^^^^o^ ^^ ^^*> ®^ ^^ *^® result of a game 
at ball, to be played between his ally and himself. 
The umpirage was a^nst him. Still, he appealed, 
and invokeathe judgment of an astrologer, whose 
&me was co-extensive with Anahuac, and who from 
some gloomy retreat issued his oracular responses. 
Q 
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But the foreseeing sage could not anticipate his 
own immediate fate, nor foretel that his confirma- 
tion of the Tezcucan's interpretation, would impel 
the king to topple his house upon his head, and 
bury him beneatn the ruins. 

what more could add to the unhappy king's af- 
fliction? £yen a yoice from the grave foretold the 
dire calamities that awaited him. His most beloved 
sister, the day after her funeral, in 1508, broke from 
the cave in which her body had been deposited, and 
returned to the dwellings of the living. She rela- 
ted a vision she had seen in her trance, in which 
she beheld the arrival of a strange race of fair com- 

Elexion, in unknown dresses, with helmets on their 
eads, carrying standards marked with a cross, who, 
she was told, would conquer these kingdoms, and 
introduce the knowledge of the true God, the Cre- 
ator of the heaven and the earth. This legend 
owes much no doubt to Spanish embellishment, but 
it had some foundation in truth, and was represent- 
ed in the Mexican paintings. Yet as the ladj 
dreamer was the first christian convert, and a le^ 
littestation of hec vision was even sent to Madnd, 
and the puntings may possibly have been^e work 
of the witnesses, we are not required to give it 
much of our faith. The mind of Montezuma was 
oppressed by these extraordinary circumstances, 
and he retired in the deepest affliction to the palace 
of mourning, to consider and bewail the fugitive 
nature of human greatness. 

XXXII. Beside these imaginary causes of dread, 
there were^ others of a substantial nature, which 
mofe certainly conducted to the final overthrow of 
his jpower.^ The extensive conquests made by him- 
seU and his predecessors, were rapidly gained and 
feebly consolidated. The oppressive burdens im- 
posed hj the pride and ostentation of the king and 
bis ministers, increased the enmity of the conquer- 
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ed nations, and rendered them so impatient of the 
yoke, that they availed themselves of every oppor- 
tunity to cast it from their neck^, and to ootaia 
vengeance for its infliction. The power of the 
empire thus sapped in every quarter, received also 
a fatal blow, by the revolution in the kingdom of 
Acolhuacan, which followed the death of Nezahu- 
alpilli. 

XXXni. This celebrated prince inherited with 
his kingdom, the virtues and genius of his father. 
After a reign of forty-five years, he devolved the 
government upon two of his sons, and witiidrew 
himself to his jpalace of pleasure in TezcotzmeOj 
with his favourite wife Xocotzin, where he employ- 
ed himself in the exercise of the chase, ana the 
study of astronomy^ having an observatory for the 
latter purpose, which remained a century after his 
death, and is mentioned by the Spanish historians. 
On his return to Tezcuco, feeling the apjgroach of 
death, he shut himself in his chamber, designing to 
obtainalikeapotheosisashis father, by conceiuingthe 
time and manner of his dissolution. He expired in 
1516, having commanded that his body should be 
secretiy buned^ leaving his subjects persuaded that 
he either had ascended to heaven, or had gone to 
Amaquemacan, whence his ancestors originated. 

His severe love of justice, and regard for the 
laws, are illustrated by an act, which if the sacri- 
fice of the tenderest charities of nature to the pub- 
lic weal be a virtue, equals the boasted example of 
patriotism, eiven bytiie Roman Brutus. A public 
edict, forbade on pain of death, the utterance of 
indecent words in the royal palace. Unhappily 
the eldest son of the king, by his beloved Xocotzin, 
violated this law in addressing one of the royal con- 
cubines, who preferred her complaint to the father. 
He inquired whether the words had beten spoken 
in the presence of any other than herseli, and 
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having learned that the youth's tutors were also 
auditors, and heard their confirmation of the fact, 
commanded that he should suffer the penalty of 
his guilt The whole court, the disconsolate and 
beloved mother, and Montezuma the king of Mex- 
ico, astonished and grieved b;^this severe sentence, 
solicited in vain for its remisuon. ^'Mj aWt," 
said he, '^ has broken the law. If I pardon hun 
it will be justly said, that the laws are not aUke 
obligatory on all. My subjects must leano^ that 
{heir transgressions will not be pardoned, since I 
do not even spare my son, whom I most dearlj 
love. '^ This severity deeply offended Montezuma* 
and disgusted Ihe whole kmgdom, and the afflicted 
fother mourned for forty days in solitude amid Ifae 
deepest recesses of his palace, the painful exaction 
of Quty. Notwithstandmg the sternness of Ms jus- 
tice, the king had a compassionate heart It was 
his custom to observe from a latticed window of his 
n^dace, the crowds of the market place, and to se- 
lect and relieve the distressed. He daily distribu- 
ted alms to the sick and the orphan, and disposed 
of a large part of his revenue in the endowment of 
ho^itals for the poor and infirm. 

XXXIY. An omission to name his 'successor, 
originating in his desire to conceal his death, in- 
volved his kingdom in fatal feuds which led to its 
total ruin. The election of a sovereign devolved 
upon the supreme council of tiie state, who placed 
Vacamatzinf the son of the first queen, the elder 
of the Mexican princesses upon the throne. The 
choice was approved by Coanocotzin the next 
brother, but was resisted by Ixlilxochiti the voung- 
est, under the pretence that it was made by the 
influence of Montezuma, whom he represented, 
truly, as intending to acquire absolute sway over 
the kingdom of Acolhuacan, and that had the elec- 
tion be^ made in reference to merit, he himself, 
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Sr his courage and talents, had a hi^er claim to 
e throne. Cacamatzin was sustained by the 
countenance and arms of the emperor. But the recu- 
sant prince fled to the mountains of Meztidan, 
¥^iere his ardent eloquence so successfully depicted 
tiie art, the rapaciousness, and the cruelty of Mon- 
tezuma, the subserviency of his brothers to ihat 
monarch's wishes and his own patriotism, tiiat he 
soon found himself at the head of an immense army, 
estimated at aa hundred thousand men. With 
this force he descended into the plains, and orer- 
whelmed the Otompanese, who opposal him, and 
captured their city, where he established himself; 
proclaiming, that he had no design to dethrone his 
DTotiier, being in arms only to defend his country 
against the ambitious encroachments of the Mexi- 
can power* The pacific Cacamatzin proposed an 
accommodation, offering to surrender to the aspir- 
ing prince, the mountainous districts of the king- 
dom. This proposition, though not formally accept- 
ed, was in effect adopted. And Ixtlilxochitl. witii 
his army ever in motion, maintained an open war 
with Montezuma; and hovering on the confines of 
Mexico, kept that city in perpetual alarm, whilst 
by secret negotiation, he corrupted the courtiers of 
his adversary, and drew over many of his provin- 
ces. He even challenged the Emperor to single 
combat, and probably conceived the desi^ of 
seizins his throne, in case of a favourable issue. 
But Montezuma prudentiy declined a {larty so un- 
equal. Many batties were fou^t with various 
success between the hostile armies. On one occa- 
uon, a relation of the king who had ^ne forth 
with a declared resolution to capture the prince, 
and bring him in bonds to Mexico, was himself 
made prisoner, and the vindictive Ixlilxochiti, 
aware of the boast, commanded him to be fettered 

Q ^ 
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and covered with dry reeds, and burned aUye in 
»At of the whole army. 

It will be seen in the course of our history, haw 
much this turbulent prince, united with his brother 
Coanacotzin, contributed to the ruin of his country 
and the success of the Spaniards, i^ho about this 
time made their appearance oflf the coast of the 
gulph of Mexico. JBut before we relate the con- 
quest by Cortes, it will be proper to ^ve a nuve 
particular account of the reli^on, the ^vemmenty 
me manners, and the arts of the ttencans. 
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CHAPTER VL 

J. Introductory refnarka.»*.lL Singular decorum 
of the Mexican fnythohgy....lU.. MexicanfaUh 
%n a Supreme Being.... aV. InanEvU Spirit... 
y. In a future Existence....YL Traditions re^ 
laHve to the Creation, the Flood, and the dis^' 
sion of the Nations.... YH. Numerous divinUies 
of the Afexicans....yin. Of the god TezcaUi" 
poca....lX. (Of the Deities CfmeteuctH and Ome- 
dkuaiL...X. Cihuaeohuail, or the Mexican 
Venus....XL TonatricU, mid MeztUj the Sun 
and Moon....XlI. Quetzalcoatlj or god ofthe 
mr....XHl. TUdoCj or the god of water... JON. 
Calchiuhcueje, or the goddess qf water.. ..XM. 
SmhteuctU, or the god offire....XYL Centeotl^ 
or the Mexican Ceres... JL^W. MichtlanteuctU^ 
and Michtlancihuatl, the infernal deities^.. 
XVIIL HuitzilopochtH, the Mexican Mars, and 
the subordinate gods of war....XLX. Cf the m* 
ferior deities.... XK. Great devotion of the Mex* 
icans..^.XXl. Manner of worship.. ..XXH. 
Mexican temples, great temple at Mexico.. ». 
XXIII. Temples or pyramids of Teotihuacem. 
....XXIV. Pyramid of Papantia....X:xy. Py- 
randd of Chonda....ik.\J. Comparison between 
the pyramids of the Eastern and Western HenUs^ 
foheres....XXyli. Monument of Xochichalco. 
....XXVIII. The Mexican Priesthood.... XXIX. 
Rdisious austerities and sacrifices.... XXX. ^ Gf 
the Mexican calendar, and distribution of time. 
....XXXI. Mexican Religious Festivals. 

I. All vfho partake of the benefits of the chrig- 
tian dispensation, know, that among the innumera- 
ble reli^ons of the world, two only are founded in 
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truthj the theism of the Jews, which during four 
thousand years of imperfection, constantly looked 
to a future consummation; and the christian sys- 
tem which by the advent of a redeeming mediator, 
declared the existence and immensity of that di- 
vine mercy, which Judaism, framed chiefly to dis- 
play the severe attribute of justice, seemed to re- 
quire. And though, the nature and extent of the 
mediatorial power nave not been so revealed, as to 
be alike understood by all who profess to believe 
in its existence, still, the humble and devout chris- 
tian may hope, that with the second coming of 
Christ, there will be a light, dispelling the shadows, 
clouds, and darkness, which rest upon it. 

Among the evidences justly invoked to sustain 
the christian faith, and which, were the miraculous 
testimonials of its divine origin wanting, would 
give it the preference above all other creeds, are 
its simplicity, its sublimity, and i4B charity. 

In the pagan world, even among nations that 
had attained an enviable distinction in the arts 
and sciences, the religion of the vulgar was de- 
based by the ascription of the worst of human 
passions, displayed in their most degrading forms 
to the deityj hj the multiplication of godS, with 
the increase of human desires and human fears; 
and by the adoption of ceremonials and forms of 
%vorship borrowed from the offerings made to hu- 
man power. 

II. It is not therefore a cause of surprise, that 
the inhabitants of the half civilized states of Ana- 
hua.c, should have had ideas of religion, far short 
of the perfection of Christianity; but it is worthy of 
remark, that whilst they exceeded all other pa^ns 
in the cruelty of their superstitions, their religious 
rites were distinguished by their |)eculiar ana ex- 
traordinary decency. Tne sacrifice of human 
victims, even upon the most ordinaiy occasions, 
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was,indeed, amost execrable feature of their system; 
but even this enormity may be paralleled in Idnd, 
if not in degree, by the practice of the Persians, 
the Arabians, the Israelites, the Egyptians, the 
Carthagenians, the Grecians, the Romans, the Ibe- 
rians or ancient Spaniards, Uie Gauls, the Briton8» 
the Germans, and above all, by the Scythi^, and 
the nations of central and northern Asia, from 
whom, the Mexicans may have been remotely de- 
scended. 

III. The Mexicans believed in a plurality of Gods. 
But like all other nations who have formed a con- 
ception of the attributes of ihe deity, distributed, 
personified, and worshipped them, tuey had an in- 
oistinct idea of the a^regation of these attributes 
in one omnipotent, onmiscient, and eternal bein^ 
to whom, believing him invisible, th^ gave no form. 
Thev called him simply Tkotl^ or God; a word re- 
sembling still more m meaning than in sound, the 
TTieos (? the Greeks. They applied to him other 
terms, highly expressive of ins grandeur and 
power; sucix as Ipalnemoam^ or ^^ He by whom we 
live;" Tloque ifahuhque^ ^' He who has all in him- 
self." But they reserved their adoration for the 
personifications of the several qualities of this Su- 
preme Being, exaggerated and perverted by blind 
superstition. 

TV. They believed, also, in an evil spirit, the 
enemy of mankind, whom they termed, jlacateco^ 
lototl, or rational owl, and represented, as appearing 
often to men, for the purpose of terrifying or injur- 
ing them. 

V. They considered the soul of man as immor- 
tal, but in this respect they elevated the beasts to 
an equality with him. Their barbarous neighbours, 
the Otomies, sunk all animated nature to me level 
of inanimate matter, believing that all beings per* 
ished, with the forms in whicn they were created* 
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Thus do extremes meet: the most astate philoso- 
pher, and the brutal savage, alike rejecting a future 
existence. 

If the religion of the Mexicans were stained with 
horrible cruelties in this world, it certainly was 
more merciful than other pagan religions to the 
souls of men, its victims mcluded, in the next 
It distributed departed spirits into three separate 
habitations; but none were devoted to fierce and 
unutterable torments. Those who perished in the 
performance of great duties, such as soldiers in 
iMittle, or in the hands of their captors, and wo- 
men in labour, they sent to the house of the sun, 
whom they considered the prince of glory, where 
they led a life of endless delight, having tne privi- 
le^ of animating the clouds, or the bodies of oeau* 
tinil birds, and of returning to their splendid home 
again, at pleasure. Thlis holding forth as the re- 
ward of duty in this life, the pleasures of another 
world, assured to the virtuous by other and more 
perfect systems of theology. A faith, peculiar to 
the Tlascalans, taught that the souls of persons of 
rank, inhabited after death the bodies of beautiful 
and sweet singing birds, and of the nobler quadru- 
peds; while me souls of inferior persons passed 
into weasels, beetles, and such meaner animals* 
The only aristocracy that we recollect, which 
carried the distinction of classes into the odier 
world. Thus, it would seem that the transmigra- 
tion of souls, the original idea of which is ascribed 
to PylJiagoras^ was a familiar notion amongst some 
barbarians, and was cherished at the same time in 
both extremities of the world, in either India. To 
the souls of those who were drowned, struck by 
lightning, or who died by dropsy, tumours, or 
wounds, and to the souls of children, especially 
those s«icrificed to Tlaloc, the god of water, they 
assigned a cool and delightful place, called Jfa- 
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hcean, the residence of that god, where they en- 
joyed the most delicious rejiasts, witii every other 
species of pleasure. In the inner part of the great 
temple^ at Mexico, there was a particular place 
where it was supposed, on certain days of the year, 
the spirits of the children sacrificed to Tlaloc, in- 
visibhr assisted at the sacrifice. The souls of those 
who died any other death were sent to Miction or 
hell, a place of utter darkness in the centre of the 
earth, over which reigned the god JkRctlanteuctlif 
and the goddess MicuancihiuUl; but they were not 
destined to anyother punishment than the gloom of 
thdr abode. The Miztecas believed like the Ro- 
mans, that there was an entrance to their paradise 
from a cavern in the earth, and their nobles caused 
themselves to be buried in the vicinity of this 
portal. 

YI. The Mexicans had a tradition of the crea- 
tion of the world, the confusion of tongues, and 
the dispersion of the nations; and these events it 
is said were represented in their pictures. From the 
deluge one man and one woman only were saved 
in a small bark, who landing on the mountain Col*- 
huacan, had there many children, all of whom 
continued dumb, until ihej were taught to speak 
by a dove; but as each received a language differ- 
ent from the others, they were unable to compre- 
liend one another. The philoso]^ers of Tlascalan 
asserted, that the men who survived the deluge 
were tnuisformed into apes, but recovered speech 
and reason by decrees. 

VII. The people of Anahuac created deities for 
the principsJ subjects of nature, and the chief avo- 
cations of life; and fell not very far short of the 
number of the gods of Egypt, Greece, and Eome, 
or the nations of Eastern Asia. They had how- 
ever thirteen principal or greater gods, in honour 
of whom they consecrated that number. 
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Vni. After the supreme invisible God, Teotl^ 
TezcatlipocOj (or shining mirror,) was the greatest. 
He was ttie god of providence, the soul of the 
world, the creator oi heaven and earth, and the 
master of all things. This was certainly a per- 
sonification of ti^e chief attributes of the Supreme 
Bdne, and tiiev depicted him under the form of a 
youth, upon whom time made no change. He re- 
ward<^ uie just with benefits, and punished the 
wicked with diseases and other inactions. Stone 
seats were placed in the comers of the streets for 
him to rest on, upon which no person presumed to 

His principal image was of teotetl^ (divine Stone,) 
black and shining as marble, and always richly 
dressed. It had golden ear rings, and from the un- 
der lip hung a crystal tube, contaaning a green fea- 
tiier or turquoise stone, which had the semblance 
of a eem. His hair was tied with a golden string,fix>m 
which was suspended an ear of the same metal, ha- 
ving ascending smoke punted upon it, intended ti> 
represent the pravers of the distressed. The breast 
was covered witn massy gold; an emerald filled 
fhe naval, golden bracelets encircled the arms, and 
one hand held a golden fan set round with beauti- 
ful feathers, ana polished like a mirror, in which 
he was supposed to see every thing that happened 
in the world. At otlier times, to denote his jus- 
tice, he was represented sitting on a bench covered 
with red cloth, upon which were painted sculls, 
and bones of tiie dead; upon his left arm a shield 
with four arrows, and his right in the attitude of 
casting a spear, his body dyed black, and his head 
crowned with qusdl feathers. 

DC. Ometeuctli, and Omedhuatl^ the former a 
god and the latter a goddess, were benificent dd- 
ties inhabiting a splendid city of heaven, who 
¥ratched over the world and were specially kind 
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to their votaries. ^ Tradition asserii^ that this 

foddess, after havinff borne numy chUdren, was 
elivered of a knife of flint, which tier ofl&priDg in- 
dignantly cast to the earthy and from which sprung 
sixteen liundred heroes. Mankind having been 
destroyed by some general calamity, this heaven 
descended race aware of their high ori^n and dis- 
daining to wait upon themselves, demanded power 
from their mother to create men for their service. 
She sent them toMictlantenchtli, the infernal deity 
to obtain a bone of the departed race, which when 
sprinkled with their own Mood, should produce a 
new pair,' who would again re-people tne earth| 
iHramin|g them at the mme time to beware, lest tiie 
evil spirit repenting his gift, should endeavour to 
resume it. Xolotl uiehero selected for this mission 
having obtained his boon, hastened with it to¥rards 
the surfiice of the earth, followed by the repentant 
donor. In his flight he unhappily stumbled, and 
fidlin^, broke the bone into unequal pieces, but 
gat^enng them together he outstripped his pursuer 
and brought them to his brethren. The fragments 
were placed in a vessel, and during four days the 
creators sprinkled them with blood drawn from 
different parts of their bodies. At the end of that 
period a boy, and after three days more of like ob- 
lation, a girl was formed, who were consigned to 
the paternal care of Xolotl, and were reared by him 
on tne milk of the thistle. This pair replenished 
the earth, and from the manner of their creation, 
was derived the reli^ous ceremony of offering' 
blood drawn from different parts of the bodies 
of those who afterwards worshipped the gods. 
The difference in the statures of men was supposed 
to have been occasioned by the inequality of the 
pieces of bone. What preference in point of ima- 
gination do tiie heathen fables of Deucalion and 
E 
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VjrAtif and of Cadmus and fhe serpents teeth, 
merit over these? 

X* Cikuacokuatlf Twoman serpent,) likewise 
called QuUaztU^ was tiie Venus of the Mexicans, 
%fao was justly adored as the first and great pro- 
genitrix of the human race. Her fecundity was 
such, that she always bore twins, and she was oyer 
represented with an infant in her arms. 

jQ. TanatricH, and Meztlh were namc^ of the 
sun and moon, both deified by these nations, to 
whom they assert existence was ^ven after the fol- 
lowing manner. The earth having been re-peopled 
as above related, the heroes or demi-gods, thou^ 
supplied by servants, yet groped about in darkness, 
the ancient sun having been extinguished. To ]n*o- 
dace another luminary, they assembled in Teoti- 
huacan around a great fire, and said to their vassals 
that he who should cast himself into the flame, 
would attain the glory of becoming a dun. Instant- 
ly Nanahuatzin^ a bold and ambitious man,,8mang 
into the flames and descended into hell. Wliilst 
expecting the event the heroes wagered with the 
quails, locusts, and other animals, on the quarter 
of the sun's appearance; and the animals being 
mistaken in their conjectures were immediately sa- 
crificed. At length the sun arose in the quarter 
since termed the levant; but scarce had he appear- 
ed above the horizon, than he delayed his course, 
and refused to proceed until he had seen all the 
heroes put to death. They were provoked and 
terrified by this reply; and one named Citli seized 
his bow, and three arrows, which he shot at the sun, 
ivho dexterously shunning them, returned the last 
dart upon his assidlant, struck him in the forehead 
and instantly slew him. Intimidated by the fate of 
their brother, and unable to cope with their great 
adversary, the rest resolved to die hj the hands of 
Xolotl, who having performed this melancholy 
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office, put an end to his own life. Certain garments 
preserved by the Indians with great care at the pe» 
riod of the conquest, were saidto have been the ha- 
biliments of these demi-gods. To remove the melan- 
choly which settled on the human race from these 
disasters, Tezcatlipoca commanded one of them to 
brin^ music from the house of the sun to celebrate 
his £^tival, and prepared the way of the messenger 
by a bridge of whales and tortoises, desiring him 
as he went, to chaunt a song which he gave him. 
In these events originated the sacrifice of quails to 
the sun, the immolation of human victims, and the 
music and danciog with which the Mexicans cde* 
brated the festivals of their gods. 

By the same means, the moon was also created. 
But when Tezcodztecal pluoged into the flames, 
their fierceness had somewhat abated, and he, 
therefore, became less brilliant than the sun. To 
tiiese deities the temples in the plain of Teoti' 
hufican^ of which we shall hereafter speak, were 
erected. 

XII. Quetzalcoatl or Green Feathered Serpent, 
was the god of the air, and the most mysterious 
being of the Mexican mythology. He was once 
the high priest of Tula, and is represented as a tall, 
large mao, of fair complexion, open forehead, lai^ 
eyes, lon^ black hair, and thick beard; and is 
always painted in a long robe, on account of his deli- 
cate sense of propriety. His was the ase of sold 
in Anahuac, the reign of industry, and the birSi of 
the arts. And his wealth was so abundant that he 
erected his palaces of silver, and adorned them 
with precious stones. He taught the cutting of 
gems, and like Tubal-Cain, was the first worker in 
metals. He was himself a model of virtue, and 
the excellence of his wisdom shone in his laws. 
These he proclaimed from the mountain Tzatzite** 
pec, (the hill of shouting.) near the city of Tula# 
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by means of a crier, whose voice was heard three 
hundred miles. He was averse to war and cruelty $ 
was the author of the milder rites and ceremonies 
of religion, the distributer of the seasons, and the 
inventor of the calendar. Under his auspices, his 
subjects led a life of abundance and pleasure, the 
com grew so luxuriantly, that a single ear was a 
load for a man; gourds were five feet long, cotton 
grew naturally of all colours, and other fruits and 
seeds were wonderful in their abundance and size. 
He was in truth a second Saturn, without the 
irregular appetite or stupidity of the first, and like 
his prototype, he, too was doomed to exile. 

Amid all this prosperity, TezcatUpoca appeared 
to him under the form of an old man, and commu- 
nicated the will of the gods that he should be 
translated to the kingdom of TlapaUan; and pre- 
sented to him a beverage of which he had no 
sooner drank, than he felt such an irresistible 
desire to visit that country, that he set out instant- 
ly, accompanied b;^ many of his subjects, who 
cheered his way with music. Near the city of 
Quauhtitlan, he felled a tree by the cast of a stone^ 
which remained imbedded in the trunk; and near 
Tlalnepantla^ he left the imprint of his hand upon 
a rock, which the Mexicans snowed to the Spaniards 
after ^e conquest. The Cholulans detained him 
for a season to preside over their state and to teach 
them a portion of the beneficial arts he had invent- 
ed. Alter a residence here of twenty years, he re- 
sumed his journey towards the imaginary realm of 
Tlapalla^ attended by four noble and virtuous 
youths, whom he afterwards dismissed, to assure 
their countrymen of his return. From respect to 
his memory the Cholulans received these young 
men as tlieir rulers. The manner of Quetzalco^ 
atPs disappearance from the earth is unknown. He 
was deified by the Toltecas, and became the guar- 
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dian of their city of Cholula, where a great pyra- 
mid crowned bjr a sanctuary, was erected to his 
honour; thence the worship of this beneficent god 
extended over the whole country. The people of 
Cholula preserved some small green stones, ex* 
ceedingly well cut, which they said were finished 
by him. The nobles of Yucatan, boasted their de- 
scent from him; barren women prayed him to re- 
move their sterrility; festivals were celebrated in 
his remembrance, particularly in the Teoxihuifl or 
divine year, but they were degraded by a severe 
precedent fast of eight days, and by dreadfid aus- 
terities, introduced in latter years by tiie priests 
consecrated to his worship. He is called the pre* 
cursor of the god of water, because in these coun- 
tries rain is generally preceded by wind. The 
learned Doctor Seguenza, with more zeal than Jadg-> 
ment, has sought to identifythis amiable deity, 
with tbe christian apostie St Thomas, who, he as** 
sorts, announced the gospel to the Mexicans. 

The belief that the gospel had been preached to 
the nations of Anahuac, some centuries^ before 
their discovery by the Spaniards, was sustained bj 
several Mexican writers, by a reference to theup 
&sts, and some other religious ceremonies, but 
especially by the crosses erected in several places 
throughout the country,* 

Quetzalcoatl introduced the custom of pierciiu^ 
the lips and the ears, and lacerating the body with 

• The crosses most noted, were those of Yucatan (the indl^-c 
6on rdating to which, we have recorded in the first Yolume of 
our generd history,) of Mizteca, Queretaro, Tepique, an4 
Tianquistepec. The crosses of Mizteca and Tianqnistepec, are 
noted by Boturini, in his work; and the former also, by Father 
Burgoa, a Dominican. An account of that of Queretaro, is gi- 
ven by a Fmnciscan of the college of Propaganda in that cityj 
and of that of Tepique, by the learned Jesuit, Sigismund Tara- 
bal, whose manuscripts are preserved in the Jesuit eollege oC 
Guadalajora. 

R 2 
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the prickles of the agave, and putting reeds into 
the wounds. In a Mexican drawing in the Yatican 
library at Rome, is a figure representing him ap- 
peaajig by penance the wrath of the gods, when 
thirteen thousand and sixty years after the creation 
of the world (according to the vague chronology of 
Rios,) a groat famine prevailed in the province of 
Culan. The saint had chosen his place of retire- 
ment near the Tlaxapuchicalco, ontne volcano Cat- 
citepetl, (speaking mountain,) where he walked 
barefoot on the pointed agave leaves. ^' We 
seem," says Humboldt, ^< to behold one of those 
Rishi, hermits of the Ganges, whose pious austerity 
is celebrated in the Pouranas."* 

It was the posterity of this saint, whom the un* 
happy Montezuma thought he recognized in the 
Spaniards. ^' We know by our books," said he» 
in his first interview with Cortes, ** that we who in- 
habit this country, are not natives, but stranrav 
who came from a great distance. We know luse^ 
that the chief who led our ancestors hither, return* 
ed for a certain time to his primitive country, and 
thence came back to seek those who were here 
established. He found them married to the women 
of this land, having a numerous posterity, and living 
in cities which they had built Our ancestors hear- 
kened not to their ancient master, and he returned 
alone. We have always believed that his descend- 
ants would one day come to take possession of this 
country. Since you arrive from that country where 
the sun rises; and as you assure me, you have long 
known us, I cannot doubt, but that the king, who 
sends you, is our natural master.t" 

A remarkable tradition still exists among the 
Indians of Cholula, according to which, the great 
pyramid was not originally destined for the wor- 

* Humboldt's Researches, toI. 1. t First Letter of Coctes. 
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ship of Qaetzalcoatl, << Before the Kreat inundation 
which took place four thousand, ei^t hundred years 
after the creation of tiie world, tiie country of 
Anahuac was inhabited by giantB. (TzocuUUxeaue.) 
All who did not perish in tiie flood were transform- 
ed into fishes, save seten, who found refuge in ca- 
verns. When the waters subsided, one of tiiese, 
Xelhua, surnamed tiie Architect, went to Cholol- 
lan, where in commemoration of his preservation 
in the mountain Tlaloc, he raised an artificial hill 
of a pyramidic form. . The Inicks for which, he di- 
rected to be made in the ]Ht>vince of TlamanalGO, 
at the foot of the Sierra of Cocoti, and to c(mvey 
them to Cholula he placed a file of men, who 
pasded tiiem from hand to hand. The gods behdd 
with aneer this edifice, whose summit was designed 
to reach the clouds, and tiiey poured upon it 
streams of celestial fire. Many of the workmen 
perished^ the woi^ was discontinued, and the mon- 
ument was afterwards dedicated to Qnetzalcoati.^ 
This history has a striking similarily to tiie ancient 
traditions of the east, record^ in the sacred book 
of the Jews. 

The Choluldns preserved a stone, which envel- 
oped in a ball of fire, had fidlen firom the clouds on 
the top of the pyramid. This aerolite had the 
figure of a toad. Pedro de los Rios, a Dominican 
monk, who has recorded tiiis tradition in a manu- 
script, deposited in the Vatican, and who in 1506, 
copied on the })lain of tiie pyramid, all the hiero- 
gljrphical paintings he coula procure, in order to 
prove the high antiquity of the fable of Xelhua, 
observes that it was contained in a hymn which the 
Cholulans sung at their festivals, dancing round 
their Teocalli, and that the hymn began with the 
words, Tldaman hulalaez$ words belonging to no 
dialect at present known in Mexico. Thus on the 
ridge of the Cordillera, as well as in the Isle of 
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Samothrace in the Egean Sea, frasmenis of pruni- 
tive languages are preserved in religious rites.* 

XIII. Tialoc or Tlalocateuctli^ (Master of Para- 
dise,) was the god of water, the fertilizer of the 
earth, and protector of temporal goods. He resi- 
ded on theiiighest mountains where the clouds are 
generally formed; whither his worshippers often 
went to implore his protection. His image of white 
and very lisht stone, seated on a square rock with 
a vessel before him filled with elastic gum, and 
seeds was found by the Acolhuas on i£e top of 
Mount Tlaloc, at their arrival in the country in the 
reign of the first Chechemecan king. This image, 
the most ancient in Anahuac, had been placed there 
by the Toltecas, and remained until the end of tiie 
fifteenth, or the commencement of the sixteenth 
century, when another of hard black stone was 
substituted for it by Nezahualpilli, king of Acol- 
huacan, who removed the first to his city. The 
new statue however; was defaced by lightning and 
the priests declaring it to be a signal of the aneer 
of heaven, the first image was restored, and receiv- 
ed the public worship until it was broken, by order 
of the first bishop of Mexico. This god had Ids 
subalterns, who were also the gods of the moun- 
tains, and were called after their chief. The image 
of Tlaloc was painted blue and green, expressive 
of the colours of water. He held in his nand an 
undulated and pointed rod of gold, denoting light- 
ning. His temple in Mexico was witliin the en- 
closure of the greater temple where several festi- 
vals in his honour were annually celebrated. 

XIV. Clialchiuhcueje or Chalchihuitlime^ was 
the goddess of water, and the companion of Tlaloc 
She was known also by other names expressive of 
the effects of water, or the changes which that ele* 

• Humboldt, Researches, vol. 1. 97. 
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ment undergoes in motion. The Tlascalans called 
her Matkdcu^e or ^* clad in ^een," the name they 
gave to their nicest mountam, on whose summits 
are formed those stf»m j clouds which burst over 
the citj of Angehpoli^ and upon whose apex the 
inhabitants oIKred their sacrifices. 

XY . JSuhteuetU or Ixcozauhmdj (Master of the 
jejff and ci the herbage,) was also the god of fire, 
to whom the Mexicans paid great adoration. At 
theirprincipal meal, before eating, they made him 
an ororing of meat and drink, casting both into the 
fire, and they also burned incense before him at 
certain hours of the day. They held in his honour 
two solemn stated festivals annually, one in the 
tenth and another in the dghteenth months and one 
moveable feast, at which the ordinary magistrates 
were inducted into office, and the investiture of the 
fiefs of the kingdom were renewed. 

X¥I. Centeotlov Tonacajohua, or the supporter, 
was the Ceres of the Mexicans, who erected five 
temples to her in their city, and celebrated in her 
honour, three annual festivals, in the third, eighth, 
and eleventh months. She was viewed by the 
whole nation of the Totonacas as their chief pro- 
tectress, as a clement and benificent parent; wnom 
they worshipped in a temple on the top of a high 
mountain, by the sacrifice ot doves, quails, leverets, 
and similar animals only; and they expected from 
her their final deliverance from the tyranny of other 
gods, who exacted the blood of human victims. 
The Mexicans, who delighted to bathe their gods in 
sanguine tides, poured even upon her altars streams 
of human blood. Her temple, among the Totona- 
cas, was renowned for its oracles. ' 

XVII. MichtlanteuctU, the god of hell, and 
Miehtlandhuatl^ his female companion, were sup- 
posed to dwell in darkness in tne bowels of the 
earth. They had a temple in Mexico, and a festi- 
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Tal was holden in their honour in fhe eiafiieentii 
month. They were worshipped always in me niebt 
and their altar was served by a priest, whose skin 
was dyed black, as an appropriate lirery of his 
office. 

XYIII. HuitzUopochtli or MexitU, the Mars or 
god of war, whom we have already had frequent 
occasion to mention, was the most terrible of all 
the deities of Anahuac, and was adored by the 
Mexicans proper as their chief protector* By some 
of his worshippers he was held to be a pure spirit, 
by others an mcamation of the deity, generated by 
svrpematural means, which they thus describe. 
There lived inCoatepec, a place near to the andent 
city of Tula, a woman called CoaHcuej who was 
devoted to the worship of the gods. One daj 
whilst employed in the temple, she beheld descend- 
ing in the air a ball of various feathers, which she 
seized and placed in her bosom, intending to em- 
ploy the feathers in the decoration of the altar. 
JBut when she sought it, she was greatiy surprised 
not to find it; and her astonishment was much in- 
creased, on discovering from that moment that she 
was pregnant Her children on beholding their 
mother's state, although they did not suspect her vir- 
tue, were fearful of disgrace, which they resolved 
to avert by putting her to death. She divined their 
intention, but whilst lamenting her fate, she heard 
a voice from her womb, crying, " Fear not mother, 
I shall redeem you, with honour to yourself, and 
glory to me." And whilst her sons, animated by 
tiieir cruel sister, prepared to execute their purpose, 
HuitzUopochtli was born, with a shield in his left 
hand, a spear in his right, a crest of green feathers 
on his head, his left leg adorned with plumes, and 
his face, arms, and thighs, marked with blue lines. 
As soon as he entered the world he displayed a 
twisted pine^ which he put into the hands of an 
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attendant soldier, who appeared at his will, com- 
manding him to fell with it CojolzauJiqui the daugh- 
ter, as Uie most guilt}^9 whilst he attacked the sons, 
and in despite ot their resistance and entreaties, 
killed them all, plundered their houses, and pre- 
sented the spoil to &eir mother. This terrific 
event, procured for him amongst men, the name 
Teizauhteoil the terrible god. 

He became the protector of the Mexican nation, 
conducted it during the many years of its pilgrim- 
age, and finally founded the great city of Mexi- 
co* In gratitude to him, the people raised that 
superb temple, highly celebrated even by the 
Spaniards, m which were annually holden three 
solemn festivals, in the fifth, and fifteenth months, 
beside others celebrated every four, every thir- 
teen years, and at the commencement of every 
cycle. His statue was of gigantic size, seated 
on a blue coloured throne, from whose comers is- 
sued lour huge snakes. His forehead was painted 
blue, but his face and the back of his heaa, were 
concealed beneath golden masks. His head was 
surmounted by a beautiful crest shaped like the 
beak of a bird; from his neck hung a collar con- 
sisting of ten figures of the human heart; his right 
hand held a large, blue, twisted club, his left, a 
shield, on which appeared five balls of feathers, 
disposed in form ot a cross; and from its upper 
part rose a golden banner bearing four arrows, 
that had descended from heaven to enable the 
Mexicans to perform the actions which grace their 
history. His body was girt with a large golden 
snake, and adoined witli figures of other animals, 
in gold and precious stones, each of which had an 
appropriate and peculiar meaning. The state never 
deliberated on war without imploring his protec- 
tion with prayers and sacrifices; and the number 
of human victims offered at his shrine, was far 
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greater than that presented to any other of the 
god8» 

There were two other but subordinate gods of 
warj one the brother of Huitzilopochtli, who bore 
the almost unutterable name of Ttacahuepancuex- 
cotzin, who was also worshipped in the sanctuary of 
Mexico, but principallj at the court of Tezcuco. 
The other called Painalton or the swift, was in- 
voked only in cases of emergency: such as a sud- 
den attaclc of the enemy, when his priests ran 
about the city with liis image, calling on him with 
loud cries, and sacrifices of quails and other ani- 
mals; upon which every soldier was obliged to ma 
to arms. 

These were tiie chief deities of the Mexicans, 
the others we shall mention were more obscure and 
of less consideration. 

XIX. JoaltmctU the god of night, and JoaUicitl 
the goddess of cradles, were the guardian eenii of 
infancy; Jlamateuctli or the old lady, was the com- 
forter of senility; Tqntoton were penates or house- 
hold gods, whose little effigies were found in every 
dwelBng, and in every street. Of these, tiie king 
and his principal ministers had each six, the inferi- 
or nobility four, and the plebians two. Jacateuctli 
was the Mercury or god of commerce; XipCj the 
patron of the goldsmiths and jewellers, who were 
remarkable for the cruelty of their bi-monthly sa- 
crifices; Nappateu4:tli or four times lord, the pro- 
tector of the weavers, a benign eod, generous and 
easy to be entreated. Opochtn the guardian of 
fishermen, who was also worshipped in Cuitlahttac, 
a city in the lake of Chalco, under the name of 
^mimitl. He was the inventor of nets, and other 
implements of the piscatory art. ARxcocUl was the 
Diana or goddess of the chase, much worshipped 
by the^ Otomies of the mountains, and by the 
Malat^incas. She had two temples in Mexico, In 
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ivhieh appropriate sacrifices of aidmtls were offered 
in every fourteenth month. HuixtBcihuaU the 
goddess of salt, presided over the saUne works 
erected by the Mexicans, at a shcHrt distance from 
the capital. Tzapatlatman was the goddess of 
physic, the discoverer of the oil called Oxitl and 
other drugs. She was annually honoured by hymns 
of praise^ and strange to say, by tlie sacrifice of 
biman victims. Ixtlilton, (the black &ced,) was 
also a mtedical deity, who ministered to sickly chil- 
dren thali danced oefore his shrink, and repeated 
the- prayers dictated by their parents, and drank of. 
a water U^toed by tfie priests, and dedicated to the 
godi ihcMcvK tbe Flora or goddess of flowers, 
ni^as adored- by the eardeners and florists, who 
adorned her statue with the bright and odoriferous 
garlasdS' of -the Spring. She was considered by 
soine as the mother of HuUxHopochtli. 

Tbnttritsm^ (our mother,) appears to be the same 
with CenieotL Her temple on a mountain three* 
miles north of Mexico, was crowded by the nations: 
who cameio worshipher, with a prodigious numberi 
of sacrifices. "At the foot of that hill," say* 
Clavisero^ " there is now the most famous sanctu- 
ary of Hie new world, dedicated to the true Gk)d, 
where people from the most, remote countries as- 
semble to worship the celebrated and truly miracu-^ 
lous image: of the most holy lady of Ctvaddovpe^ 
thus converting a place of abomination into a mercy 
seat." Humanity must delight in the chance of 
the sacrifice, but philosophy cannot pride herself on 
the substitu^on of the snnne. 

7Tp^«oin(m was the mother of the gods, whose cruel 
apotheosis we have already relatc^L She was also 
called Tocxtzin^ our grandmotherj and was adoredb 
by the Tlascalans as the protectress of midwiyes. >" 

Finally, whilst we observe that the Mexicans 
were scarce surpassed by any other pagan nation, 
S 
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or by Uie christians in the dark ages of oor faiOi, 

by the number of the objects of worship, having 
e deity at leaet for every day in the year, wB 
Tlazolleotl 



1 



^ -- I of sins; 

but chiefly it would seem by the lecherous who 
courted his favour with sacrifices, and offeringB. 
Texcatxancatl the god of wine, was also known dt 
the names of the Strangler and Browner. He had' 
not less than four hundred priests devoted to hi» 
service, who celebrated in ttie thirteenth month an 
annual festival to him, and other gods, his compan-' 
ions. Omaca/^ was the god of nurth, whose imagei I 
was set up at the ^eat festivals of the Mexican] c 
nobles, that he might preserve temperance and 
good fellowship among them. 

XX. All these gods, emblems of the varions at- 
tributes of the great Creator were adored throngh- 
out Anahuac, with a devotion which varied with 
the peculiar circumstances or dispositions of the' 
several natioDS. Their number was almost infinitet 
for beside those universally worshipped in the tem- 
ples, every mountain, vale, river, grove, garden,' 
and dwelling, had its tutelary spirit, to whom in-' 
cense was offered. And had their worship beent J 
unstained by human blood, we might consider these: I 
personifications of passions, pains and pleasures »»' I 
evidences of the ima|^uation, the sensibility and thel 
^atitude of the people, and bestow upon them the* 
praise which we award to the genius ofthe heathen: 
mythology. ZumaiTaga first bishop of Mexico as-* 
aerts that the FranciscanB, had in eiglit years, bro- 
ken more than twenty thousand idolsj and that 
number was inconsiderable when comimred with 
those contained in the capital only. They were 
generally made of fitone, wood, or clay, but some- 
times also of gold and other metals, and of gema. 
In a high mount^n of Mizteca, Femandes, a Do- 
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ninican misdonary, found a small idol called by 
the natiyes the heart of the people. It was made of 
a single emerald four inches long and two broad, 
upon which was engraved the fi^re of a bird, en- 
circled by a serpent. Some cunous, and more en- 
li^tened of his countrymen, would have purchased 
this sacred gem at a high price, but the zealous fa- 
ther very solemnly reduced it to powder before all 
the people. The most extraorainary object of 
worship among the Mexicans wsia a retHresentation 
of HmtzihpocJUliy made of certain seeds cemented 
together with human blood. Almost all the idols 
were coarsely formed, and rendered hideous by the 
fantastical parts of which tiiey were composed in 
order to represent their attributes and employ- 
ments. 

XXI. The Mexicans worshipped their gods by 
genuflections and prostrations, by vows, fasts, and 
prayers, by offerings of incense and animal vie- 
tmis and by various rites, some common to other 
nations, and some peculiar to themselves. When 
praying, tiiey turned their faces towards the east, 
and they had therefore the entrance to their temples 
from tiie west. They frequentiy confirmed the 
truth of their declarations by an oath, saying Cuix 
it mo nechitta in Toteotzw^ Does not our god see 
me now? Then naming the deity whom he most 
reverenced, the juror kissed his hand after having 
touched, with it, the earth. This formula, even 
when made by a person accused of crime, in attes- 
tation of his innocence, waa received with great re- 
spect; it being supposed that none would dare the 
vengeance of heaven by taking the name of God in 

vMn. 

It has been justly remarked, that the mjrthology 
of this people had more purity and sublimity than 
that of the Greeks and Romans. It affords few 
instances of ridiculous actions, and none of those 



196 HISTORT 09 AKSRZCA. OK. Vh 

scandalous scenes in which the latter have p^jM^d 
the objects of their worship. Nothing of tibat 
^minahle display of the grossest of human pas- 
sions, which, as examples of divine conduct, must 
have corrupted the nations of Europe and Asia, is 
to he founa in the Mexican svstem. The gods of 
the latter were emblems ot virtue^ they w«re 
types of benificence, of courage, of chastity, o£ 
prudence, and of industry. Ever^ rite tended to 
render them propitious, only, to penitents. IJence, 
their worshippers were not content, with oflEeringg 
and victims, but they brought to the altar contrite 
and penitent hearts. 

XXIL The Mexicans called their temples Tep- 
colli, the house of god, and Teopanj the place of 
god. The following description of the great tem- 
ple, the wonder of the conquerors is compiled after 
a comparison of all the authors who have treated of 
it, and is sustained by the testimony of four eye 
witnesses, Cortes, Bemal Diaz, the writer called 
Ihe Anonyroous Conqueror, and Sahagun, Tkia 

treat building, which should give us a very&voura- 
le idea of the genius of the Mexicans, occupied 
the centre of their city, and an area within which, 
Cortes affirms, a town of five hundred houses mieht 
have stood. It was enclosed by a wall eight feet 
high, crowned with battlements in the form of nich- 
es, and ornamented with many stone figures of ser- 
pents^ whence it received the name of Coatepantli 
or the wall of serpents. Four gates, fronting the 
cardinal points, looked into the four principal 
streets of the city. Over each gate was an arsenal 
filled with arms. The space within the walls was 
curiously paved, with such smooth and polished 
stones, that the Spanish horses could not move on 
them safely. The Teocalli proper, was of earth, 
encased with stone, and consisted of five stories or 
terraces. The first was more than fifty perches 
long from east to west, and about forty-three in 
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breadth from north to south; the other terraces had 
the same height as the first, but diminished each 
about a perch in length and breadth, leaving a 
space at the base of each terrace, on ivhich several 
men might walk abreast.* 

The stairs which were on the south, were form- 
ed of large, well cut stones, and consisted of one 
hundred and fourteen steps, each a foot high, not 
one continued flight, but running from story to 
story, as represented in the annexed plate, so lliat 
on attaining the top of one story, it was necessary 
to go round the base of the next before that could 
be surmounted. The topmost area, forty-three 
perches long, and thirty-four broad, was paved in 
the same manner as the circumjacent space below. 
At its eastern extremity, were two towers fifty-six 
feet high, each of three stories, the lower ones 
of masonry, and the upper of wood, neatly con- 
structed and painted. The lower stories were the 
proper sanctuaries, in which, upon altars of stone 
five feet high, were placed the statues of the divi- 
nities. One was sacred to Huitzilopochtli and the 
gods of war, and the other to Tezcatlipoca. The 
upper stories contained the vessels and instruments 
employed in worship, and the ashes of kings and 
distinguished nobles. The entrances to the sanc- 
tuaries were from the west. These towers were 
crowned with cupolas of wood of beautiful work- 
manship, and offered from their summits one of the 
finest prospects in the world, comprehending the 
lake, the greater part of the Vale of Mexico with 
its numerous cities. 

The altar for ordinary sacrifice was in the upper 
area, and that for the gladiatorial ones in the lower. 
Before the sanctuaries stood two stone stoves, 
about five feet six inches high, in the form of the 

• This perch is eight feet and ft fraction 
S 2 
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pyx or vase used in the catholic ^orsbip, in ivhich 
ft sacred fire was preserved with the utmost care, 
from the belief that the vengeance of heaven would 
fdlow its extinction. 

In the space between the wall and the greater 
temple, were places for the religious dances, more 
than fortj lesser temples, several colleges of 
priests, seminaries for the youth of both sexes, and 
many other buildings, some of which on account of 
thdr singularity merit attention. The most re- 
markable were tne temples of Tescatlipoca, Thdoc, 
and Quetzalcoatl. The two first resembled each 
ether in form, but differed in dimensions, and all 
fronted tike great temple, whilst tike reli^ous struc- 
tures without the area, looked to tiie west The 
temple of Quetzalcoatl was round, the others 
quadrangular. The door of this, was the moutii 
ii an enormous serpent, of stone, armed with 
fangs^ its interior, by the report of those Spaniards 
who entered it, was a complication of norrors. 
There was here also, a temple called JlhuicatUlanj 
dedicated to the planet Venus, in which was a great 
pillar with the figure of that star painted upon it| 
near which, at the time of her appearance, prison- 
ers of war were sacrificed. Another temple was 
called Tezcacalli or the house of mirrors, on ac- 
count of its walls being covered on the inside witii 
plates of obsidian, or volcanic glass. The temple 
of Teocizcaili, was adorned with rich and splendid 
shells, and bad annexed a house, where tne king 
habitually retired to fast and pray. Here also, 
was a house of entertainment lor strangers, who 
visited the city from devotion or curiosity^ ponds 
or baths, and fountains, some of which were aeem- 
ed holy; aviaries and flower gardens, and a grove 
where hills, rocks, and precipices, were artfully re- 
presented, from which the general chase we shall 
nereafter describe was commenced. 
Here were buildings devoted to the preserva- 
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tion of the idols, the ornaments and the ikmitare 
of the temples^ and among them three halls of as- 
tonishing magnitude, and a prison constructed like a 
cage,for the confinement of the idols of the conquered 
nations. There were other building as horrible as 
they were curious, in which were collected the heads 
of victims, thrown together in some places indiscri- 
minately, and in others arranged with care and art 
But the most considerable edifice of this kind, was 
without the walls, and opposite to the great gate. 
It was called Huitzompdn, and consisted of a pro- 
digious oblong rampart of earth, in the form of a 
truncated pyramid, one hundred and fifty-four Pa- 
risian feet long at the base; the ascent to the plain 
at the top, was by a flight of stairs of thirty steps.. 
Upon this plain were planted, about four feet asun- 
der, more than seventy posts, bored with holts, 
through which sticks passed, connecting them to- 
gether, from each of which a number of heads were 
strung by the temples. Upon the steps also, a head 
was placed between every stone; and at each end 
of the edifice was erected a tower of skulls, ce- 
mented with lime, which the priests kept in constant 
repair, supplying the place of the decayed bones 
by firesh ones from the promiscuous heaps. The 
SKulls of ordinary victims were scalped, but those 
of distinguished personages, were preserved with 
the skin, beard, and hair entire, which rendered 
them the most frightful trophies of a barbarous su- 
perstition. Some of the Spaniards who reckoned 
only the heads in a part of these buildings, report, 
that they counted one hundred and thirty -six thou- 
sand.* 

• The site of this temple, is mow the great public square 
of Mexico. The ancient city was totally destroyed during 
the siege by the Spaniards in 1521. The new city was re- 
huilt by Cortes, on the ruins of the old. The square is surround- 
ed by palaces and public buildings, and was adorned by an eques- 
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Other temples were distributed in various quar- 
ters of the city of Mexico, and their number has 
been estimated at two thousand, and that of the 
towers at three hundred and sixty. The size of 
many of these edifices was very great, but that of 
Tlatelolco consecrated also to Huitzilopochtli rose 
above them all. 

Out of the capital, the most celebrated were 
those of Tezcuco, Cholula, and Teotihuacan. 
The old historians speak with wonder of the num- 
ber of temples in Cholula« Cortes wrote to the 
emperor Charles Y. that from- Ihe top of one of 
them, he had counted more than four hundred tow* 
crs of others. The lofty pyramid raised by the 
Toltecas remains to this aay, but is so covered 
with earth and bushes that it has more the appear- 
ance of a natural eminence, than of an artuiciial 
structure. 

For the following notice of these, and other re- 
ligious monuments of Mexico, we are indebted 
principally to the labours of M. de Humboldt. 

XXlII. The group of pyramids of Teotihuacan, 
is in the Yale of Mexico, eight leagues N. £. from 
the capital, in a plain bearing the name of Mlcoail 
or path of the dead. There are two large pyramids, 
one dedicated to the sun and the other to the moon; 
surrounded by several hundreds of smaller one?, 
which form right angled streets in the direction of 
the cardinal points. The greater pyramid is 181, 
and the lesser 144 feet in perpendicular height. 
The base of the first is 693 feet in length, ana ite 
height is greater than the Mycerinus, and the length 
of its base nearly equal to that of the Cephren, the 
least of the three great pyramids at Geezii, in 
Egypt, around whicn are three smaller ones, sym- 

trian statue of Charles IV. executed by Don Manuel Tolso, at 
the expense of the viceroy, the marquis of Branciforte,— Hum- 
boldt's Rescorches, vol. 1. p. 49. English Trans. 
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metrically ]^ed parallel to the fnmts ^ the gxeat* 
er. The small mQunds of Teotihuacan, which are 
scarce 33 feet high, served according to tiie tradi- 
tion of the natives, as burial places for their chiefs. 
The great pyramids. had four principal stories, with 
flights of steps, the edees of which may yet be dis- 
tinguished. The nucfous is of day mixed; with 
small stones, encased by a thick wall of TezosdOi 
or porous amygdaloid, a construction similar to the 
pyramid of Sakharah in Africa. On tiie respective 
summits were colossal statues of stone, emblem- 
atical, of the sun and moon, covered md^ gold, of 
which they were stripped by the soldiers of GortesL 
When the bishop Zumarraga encaged in the; de*- 
struction of the monuments of Mexican relmpn 
and history, he ordered the demolition of these 
idols. The remains of the staircases, of large 
hewn stone, which once led to the platforms of 
these ieocaUis are still visible. 

XXIV. On the east of the plain of Teotihuacan^ 
descendinjg the Cordillera towards the gulph (rf 
Mexico, is the pyramid of Papantla, embosomed 
in the dense forest of Tajin, which was accidental- 
ly discovered, scarce sixty years since, by some 
Spanish huntiers. This appears to have had seven 
stories. Its form is more tapering than any other 
monument of its kind, being nearly 60 feet in 
heighth, whilst its base is only 83 in breadth. ^ It 
is built wholly of hewn stone of extraordinary size, 
regularly and beautifully shaped. Three staircases 
lead to the top, which with the walls are ornament- 
ed with hieroglyphic sculpture and small niches 
arranged with great symmetry. The latter corres- 
pond with the three hundred and eighteen simple 
and compound signs of the Mexican calendar. 

The greatest, most ancient, and most celebrated 
of the monuments of Anahuac, is the pyramid o( 
Cholula, called by the Spaniard JEl monte heeho a 
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memos or " The moitnlaiii made by Aonrfs." From 
a distance it ha8 the aspectof a natural hill covered 
with vegetation. 

XXV. Avaat plain, la Pnebla, is separated from 
the valley of Mexicoby the chain of volcanic moun- 
tains extending from Popocatepetl towards Rio 
Frio and the Peak of Telapon. This pl^n, fer- 
tile, though destitute of trees, ia rich in memorialB 
of Mexican history. Here were the capitals rf 
Tlascala, Hueiotzinco, and Cholula, which nofe^ 
withstanding their continued dissensions, firroljr 
and Buccessfully resisted the power of the Aztecs 
kings. To the east of the now small city of Cholul% 
which Cortes compared with the most populous a 
Spain, on the road to Puebla, lies the pyramid. If 
has four stories of equal height, making together 19J 
feet, and, like the other teocallis faces the cardi- 
nal points The base is on each side 156S feet Hi 
length. Torquemada computes the height at 35T 
feet, Betancourt at 217, and Clavigero at 204 feet 
Bernal Diaz, who amused himseli in counting the 
steps of the several temples, reports that there were 
114 in the great Teocalli of Mexico, 117 in that of 
Tezcuco, and 120 in that of Cholula. The base of 
the last is twice as broad as that of the pyramid of 
Cheops in Eeypt, but the height is little more than 
that of the Mycerinus. It would Beem to have been 
designed to give to the monuments of Teotihuacan 
and Cholula, the same height, with difibrent baies, 
the length of which should be in proportion of one 
to two. There is considerable difference in the 
proportion between the base and hwght of these va- 
rious monuments. In the three great pyramids rf 
Geeza, the heithts are to the bases as 1 to 1.7; in 
that of Papantia, as 1 to 1.4j in the greater pyra- 
" mid of Teotihuacan as I to 3.7; ana in that of 
Cholula as 1 to 7.8. The last is-built of unbaked 
brick, alternating with layers of clay. The IndioU 
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of Cholula aaeert thftt the inude b hollow, and that 
during the abode of Cortes in this city, &eir ancea^ 
tors Ittd concealed a number of troops witl^ it; but 
the materials of which the Teocalli is built, and the 
silence of historians, render thb improbable. 

It is certain^ however, tiiat in this as in other py-^ 
tamids, there are cavities which served as sepul- 
dures for the natives^ This was discovered about 
thirty years ago, when in making a new road from 
Pueua to Mexico, the first story of the pyramid 
was cut through, and a chamber exposed, formed 
of stone and covered with cypress. The structara 
oontaiiied two skeletons, some idols in basalt, and 
many vases curiously fiainted and vamiriied. The 
airangem^it of the bricks over this chamber, was 
such as to diminish their pressure upon it| lai|jo 
bricks were placed hori^ntallv, so that the upper 
course should project be^^ond tne lower, serving aa 
a sobstitate for the Grotmc vault Similar vestiges 
have been fouiid in Esyptian edifices. An adit dug 
thnmg^ the teocalli ot Cholula, would be an inte- 
resting operation^ and we may be surprized that 
the desire to ol^ain hidden treasures, has not 
prompted the undertaking. In the interior of the 
funous Huaca de Toledo in the city of Chimu in 
Peru, the tomb of a Peruvian prince, Gbrcia Gtt« 
tkrez discovered in digging a eallery in 1576, mas- 
sive gold, of the value of a million of dollars. 

The area of the platform of the pyramid of Cho- 
lula, is 14000 square feet; from it the eye ranges 
over a magnificent prospect; Popocatepetl, Iztac- 
cihuatl, the Peak of ()riz]U)a, and the Sierra of 
Tlascalla, famous for the tempests which gather 
round their summit Thence may be seen at one 
view, three mountiuns higher than mount Blanc, 
two of which are active volcanos« A small chapel 
surrounded with cypress dedicated to the virsiu de 
lo8 Remidio8^\aA succeeded the temple ancdenOyaa- 
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cribed to Qnetzalcoatl, the god of the air. And a 
priest of the Indian raoe eekbraDes mads where his 
ancestors ponred forth torrents of hmnan blood. 

In the time of Cortes, Cholala was deemed 
a holy cit^r. No where existed a p^eater: nnn^r 
of- temples, of- priests, and other ministers of ^e 
aLtar; no spot displayed ^^tteater magnificence in* 
public worship or ^eater austerity in reHgions 
practices. Since the introduction of christiani^ 
among the Inctians, the symbols of a new worship 
have not effiiced the remembrance of the old. The 
people assemble in crowds from distant quarters on 
the summit of the pyramid, to celebrate tite festi- 
val :6f the virgin. A mysterious dread, a rdi^ous 
awe falls upon them, at the sight of this great tern* 
pie of their abandoned gods. 

XXVI. There is great similarity of construction 
in the Mexican teocaUisy and the temple of Belus, 
at Babylon. According to Herodotus,^ the latter 
had eight stories, was a stadium in height, and its 
base. was equial to its elevation. The outer wall^ 
surrounding it, was two stadia square. The pyra- 
mid was built of brick and asphaltum. A templO 
was erected on the summit, and another at the base. 
The first was without statues, containing only a 
table of gold and a bed, on which a female chosen 
by the god reposed. But Diodonis Siculus asserts, t 
that it contained an altar and three statues, to 
which he gave the names of Jupiter, Juno, and 
Rhea; but neither the statues nor temple existed in 
his time. In* the temples of Mexico, as in that of 
Belus^ tiie great mass of the fabric was distin^ish- 
ed from the superstructure. This distinction is 
noted in the letters of Cortes, and the histoiy of 
Dias^ No ancient writer mentions, that the tem- 
ple of Belus was in accordance with the cardi- 

* LiU. 1. cb. 181. 183. t Vol. 1. lib, 2. p. 133. 
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nal points, like the Egyptian and Mexican pyra* 
mids. puny observes, "^ that Belus was considered 
the inventor of astronomy, and Diodorus relates, 
that the Babylonian temjple served as an observato- 
ry to the Chaldeans. The Mexican priests, also, 
observed the stars from the summits of their teocal- 
lis, and announced to the people by the sound of 
tiie horn, the hours of the night These mounds 
were buUt in the interval between the epoch of 
Mahomet, and the reign of Ferdinand and Isabella; 
and we cannot observe without astonishment, that 
American edifices, the form of which is almost the 
flame as that of one of tiie most ancient monuments 
on the banks of the Euphrates, belong to times so 
near our own. 

The pyramidical monuments of the old and new 
continents though alike in form, seem to have had 
different destinations. Those at Geeza and Sakhara, 
in E^gjpt; that of the Scythian queen Zarina, one 
atadia high, and three in circumference, surmount- 
ed by a colossal statue; the fourteen in Etruriasaid 
tSD have been enclosed in the labyrinth of the king 
Porsenna at Clusium; were sepulchres of the illus- 
trious dead. Those of China and Thibet, have 
only a few .feet of elevation. Further west, the 
dimensions increase. The Tumulus of Alyattes, 
the father of Croesus in Lydia, was six stadia, and 
that of Ninus, ten stadia in diameter In the north 
of Europe, the sepulchres of the Scandinavian kin^ 
Gormus, and the queen Daneboda covered with 
mounds of earth, are 1 000 feet broad, and more than 
100 high. These tumuli are found in both hemis- 
pheres, in the United States and in Canada, as well 
as in Peru, where numerous galleries of stone, com- 
municating by shafts, fill the interior of the huacaSj 
or artificial hills. In Asia, these monuments were 

* Nat. Hist, Ub. vi. 80. 
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decorated with the refinement of eastern luxurj 
while the primitive form was preserved. The 
tombs of Pergamus, are cones of earth raised on 
circular walls, and seem to have been encased with 
marble. 

The Mexican pyramids were at once temjdes 
and tombs. The essential part of a teocalli was 
the chapel at the top of the edifice. In the infan- 
cy of civilization, high places were selected by the 
people to offer tiieir sacrifices to the gods. The 
first altars, and tiie first temples, were erected on 
mountains, and when they were isolated the wor- 
shippers delighted in the toil of shaping them into 
regular forms, and otherwise adapting them to re- 
ligious purposes. What more sublime and impres- 
sive, than a sacrifice ofifered in the sigHt of an as- 
sembled nation? 

The pyramid of Belus was also the temple, and 
the tomb of this god. In Arcadia, the tumulus 
containing the ashes of Calisto, bore on its top the 
temple of Diana. Pausanias* describes it as a cone 
made by the hands of man, and long covered with 
vegetation. This is a very remarkable monument, 
in which the temple is only an incidental decora- 
tion, and may be deemed an intermediate step be- 
tween tlie teocalHs of Mexico, and the pyramids of 
8akhara.t 

XXVII. But, perhaps no monument of the Mex- 
icans deserves more attention than that of Xochi- 
chalco, as well on account of its grandeur, as the 
art employed in its construction. On the S. E. 
of the city of Cuernuvaca, (the ancient Quauhna- 
huac,) on the western declivity of the Cordillera, 
in the happy re^on of the tierra templada^ where 
reigns perpetual spring, rises an isolated hill S5T 

• Lib. 8. c. 25. 

t 8e« Humboldt's Researt^s, Art Pyramid of Cholula. 
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feet high. The Indians call it Xochichalco or the 
** house of flowers," but the etymology of the 
name is as uncertain, as the epoch in which the 
monument was constructed. The hill is & mass of 
rocks to which human industry has given a conical 
form. It is divided into five stories, each covered 
with masonry, and about 67 feet in perpendicular 
height, sloping to the S. W. for the better carrying 
off the rains, which fall here frequently. The hill 
is surrounded by a deep and broad ditch, and tiie 
whole entrenchment is nearly 13.333 feet in cir- 
^i^erence. The summit of the hill is an oblons 
platform, 320 feet from £. to W. and 240 from "N. 
to S. encircled by a wall of hewn stone 7 feet high 
which may have served as a defence for comra- 
tants. In the centre of this spacious enclosure are 
the remains of a pyramidal structure, which was 
originally five stones, in form like the teocallis we 
have already described. The first only has been 
preserved. The owners of a susar house near the 
spot, like barbaiians, demolished the building, te 
obtain bricks for their ovens. The Indians of Tet- 
kma assert, that the five stories existed in 1750. 
From the dimensions of the first story it is conjec- 
tured that the edifice was 67 feet high. Its faces 
front the cardinal points. The base is 70 feet in 
lengjth by 57 in breadth. It is remarkable that no 
vestige of a staircase can be discovered leading to 
Ithe top of the pyramid, where formerly, it is assert- 
ed, there was a stone seat, ornamented with hiero- 
flyphics. All who have examined the work hav 
een struck with the accurate form and high polish 
of the stones, all of which are parallopipedes, the 
care with which they have been arranged, without 
cement between the joints, and the execution of the 
reliefs with which they are decorated. Each sculp- 
tured figure covers several stones, and as the out- 
line is uninterrupted, it would seem that they were 
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wrought after the buildine Mras erected. Among 
its ornaments, are heads m crocodile^ spouting war 
ter, and figures of men atting cross-l^gedf after 
Ihe Auatic custom. 

The ditch with which the hill is suxxounded, ihe 
tavenng of the terraces, the number of subtenft*- 
aeous apartments cut in the rock -on the nortibi ade» 
and the wfdl defending the a{^Poach.tothep1atfiNEm 
concur to giyethe monumcm a militaxy aqjeot, 
Onto natives designate the ruins bya naine equivv 
Ifpt to that of casde ot citadel^ and Ihoa^ of the 
naiglibottring village of Tetlama possess a may 
drawn befinre the arrival of the Bnaniards, bat tp 
which some names have been addeol since the con- 
quest, in which, at the place where the monument 
is tttuate, is the representation of two warriors 
fighting with bluckeons, one of whom b called 
S^hiodco, and tae olher XLcatetL From this 
circumstance it has been inferred that the monument 
derived its name from one of these combatants. 
Near Xochichalco, sixty years since, a stone was 
lound on which was represented in relief, an eagle 
tearing a captive; an allusion, probably to a victory 
obtained by the Mexicans, over some neighbouring 
nation.*! 

XXVIII. Ample revenues were assigned for the 
maintenance of this stupendous system of idolatory. 
Each temple had its lands, and serfs to cultivate 
them, under the direction of the priests. Beside 
which, the offerings of every kind, made by the 
superstitious worsnippers, were enormously great. 
Alter providing for the priests, these stores were 
annually distributed to the poor. 

* Humboldt's Besearches, Articmoniunent of Xoeluchaleo. 
Deeeripoion de las antiquidades de Xoehichalco, par Don Jo- 
Antoma Alzate, and Ramirez. Mexico^ 1791. Due An- 
JMhwumenti di ArcfaitecturaMesaoaxia, illustrati da Pietri 
ttemelBXA, 
A* Appondis. 
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The nninbers of priests necessarily corresponded 
with the multitude of the gods and the temples^ 
nor was the homage they received much less than 
lliat offered to the divinities themselves. The area 
of the great temple of Mexico alone is said to have 
contained five mousand; and the number of the 
religious ministers throughout the ^j^re* is sup- 
posed to have exceeded a million. The principal 
nobles vied with each other, in consecrating their 
children to the temporary service of the gods with* 
In the temples; whilst the inferior ones employed 
theirs in works without^ in carrying wood, feecung 
the fires, and like o£&ces; all deeming the honour 
cf ministering^ to the gods the greatest to which 
tli^ could aspire. 

The priesthood was formed into a hierarchy, of 
which two hi^ priests, bearing the names of TeO' 
teuctHj (divine lord,) and Hueiteopixquij great 
priest, were the heads. This eminent dicnity was 
conferred only, on men distinguished for their birth, 
probity, and profound knowledge of religious cere- 
monies. They were oracles consulted by the kings 
in all affairs, without whose approbation no war 
was ever undertaken. To them belonged the 
<xffice of anointing the monarch, after his election; 
and of opening the breasts, and tearing out the hearts 
of tiie human victims, at the most solemn sacrifi- 
ces. The high priest of the kingdom of Acolhua- 
can, was always the second son of the king. 
Among the Totonocas and Mexicans, he was 
anointed with elastic gum, mixed with children's 
blood, which was called the divine unction. And 
it would seem, that the integrity of the priesthood 
of each nation was preserved, notwithstanding the 
subjection of the state by the Mexican power. 

The high priests were chosen by election, but in 
what manner is not correctly known. Those of 
Mexico werQ distinguished by a tuft of cotton 
T 2 
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which hung from their breasts. At the principal 
festivals thej dressed in splendid habits adorned 
with the symbols of the ^, whom they on such 
occasions adored. The high priest of uie Mixte- 
cas at solemn feasts was clothed in a short coat) on 
which the principal events of their mythology were 
represented^ above that a surplice, and over all a 
capuchin. On his head he wore a plume of green 
feathers, curiously interwoven with small figures of 
the gods. From his shoulder hung one tassal of 
cotton and another from his arm. 

iTie high priests nominated a grand vicar called 
Meocicoteohuaizin^ whose du^ it was, to enforce 
the due observance of all rites and ceremonies; 
and to watch over the conduct of the priests who 
had charge of the seminaries. His chief badge of 
distinction was a small bag of gum copal, which he 
always carried about him. But as his jurisdiction 
was very extensive, he had two deputies; one 
HuUznahuateokuaizin charged with whatever re- 
lated to the rites; the otiier Tepaneahuaizin who 
had the supervision of matters of discipline. . 

The TiatquimilolteuctH^ managed die c^conomy 
of the sanctuaries; the OmetoehtJi^ was the chief 
composer of the hymns sung at the festivals; the 
JEpcoacuiltzirij master of me ceremonies; the 
Tlapixcaizin^ was leader of tiie choir, who appoint- 
ed the music and superintended the chonsters. 
Thus, a regular gradation was observed from the 
chief priests to the acolyte or ordinary assistant at 
the altar. To each, his proper office was assigned, 
and its duties were carefully enforced. One of 
the most important of the religious officers was the 
rector, appointed to each division of the capital, 
and other cities, and to the rural districts, who di- 
rected every act of religion in his particular cure, 
and was immediately subject to the high priest. 

It was the duty of the priests charged with the 
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s^idce of ibe temples to offer incense to the idols 
four times a day^ at dawn, at the meridian, at sun 
set, and at mianight To the sun, these offerings 
were yet more frequent, being made also four times 
during the night. The ordinary incense was copal 
or other aromatic gum^ but on certain festivals 
Chc^opotli or bitumen of Judea was used. The 
censers were commonly of clay, but sometimes of 

Sid. Each priest on his turn of service, dyed his 
dy with inK, made of the soot of a species cf 
aromatic pine, over which he spread a coat of ochre 
or cinnabar; and every evening he bathed in ponds 
within the enclosure of the temple. From the 
latter circumstance, it may be inferred, that the 
torn of service commenced at midnight The 
priests used a more extraordinary and abominable 
imction, when they offered sacrifices on the tops of 
ihe mountidns or m the dark caverns of the earth. 
They' beat in a mortar the ashes of many poison- 
ous mseots, such as scorpions, spiders, and worms, 
and even small serpents, with tne soot of tobacco 
and other plants, and some live insects. They of- 
fered this mixture, in small vessels, to their sods, 
and afterwards rubbed it upon their bodies. "When 
tinis anointed, they became fearless of danger from 
reptiles or wild beasts. They called it Teo^Hot 
divine medicament, and imagined it a specific for 
several disorders when spread upon the bodies of 
the sick. 

The ordinary dress of the Mexican priests differ- 
ed from that of the common people, only, in ablack 
cotton mantle, which they wore like a veil over the 
head. But those who dwelt in monasteries and 
professed great austerity of life, were always clothed 
m black. Tike the common priests of other nations 
of the empire. They never shaved the head or 
beard, by which means their hair grew so long as to 
reach to their legs. It was twisted with thick cot- 



QIS BISTORT OV AHXRtCA. OH. ▼!» 

ton cords, and bedaubed with ink, forming a vrigh* 
ij and disgustine mass. 

The morals ofthe priests were generally austere. 
They were remarkable for their sobriety, and rare- 
ly tasted wine. They ordinarily dwelt tc^ether in 
communities, lived chastely, and abstemiously; and 
looseness of conduct, ana neglect of duty, were 
severely punished; the former sometimes by death. 
Whilst employed in the temple they abstained from 
all women but their wives; aflfecting so much mo- 
desty and reserve, tiiat wlien they met a female, 
they cast tiieir eyes to the ground, that they mi^t 
not see her. Incontinence was severely punished. 
The priest, who, at Teohuacan, was convicted of 
having violated his chastity, was delivered up to 
the people, and put to death at night by the basti- 
nado. In Ichatlan, the high priest was required to 
live constantiy within the temple, and to abstain 
from all sexual commerce, under the penalty of 
being torn to pieces, and his bloody limbs present- 
ed, as a warning, to his successor.* They poured 
boiling water on the heads of those who from lazi- 
ness, did not rise to the nocturnal duties of the 
temple, or bored their lips and ears; and if the 
delinquents were not corrected by these punish- 
ments, they were ducked in the lake, and under- 
went a temporary banishment from the sanctuary. 

The office of priest was not in its nature perpet- 
ual. Whilst some dedicated their lives to tne ser- 
vice of the altar, others engaged in it only for a 
certain time, in the fulfilment of some parental 
vow, or as a particular act of devotion. Nor was 
the office confined to the male sex. Women were 
employed in it, who offered incense to the idols, 

** Probably the eTidence demanded on such occasions, waa that 
pf the Turkish law, as construed by the Caliph Omar; who re« 
quired that the witnesses, four in number, should have aU seen 
gt^Um mpyxide. See 6 Gib. Roip. Emp. 291. 
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tended tiie sacred fire, swept the area^ and pre- 
pared and tendered the daily offerings of provisions; 
but they were excluded from the performance of 
the sacrifices, and the higher dignities of the priest- 
hood, ^ilie priestess was sometimes devoted to 
the altar from her infancy; but commonly, her vo- 
cation was temporary, and induced by some vow 
in sickness, the desire to obtain a happy marriagei 
or temporal benefit to her family; and it usuwy 
endured one or two years. In the first case, as 
soon as the girl was bom, the parents devoted her 
to some cod, and informed the rector of tiieir dis- 
trict of meir purpose, who communicated it to the 
Tqpanteohuatzin or superior general of the semina- 
ries. At two months old she was carried to the 
temple, and a broom and small censer with incense, 
placed in her little hands, to indicate her destina- 
tion. This ceremony was repeated monthly, until 
she attained her fifth year; when she was consigned 
to the superior general, who lodged her in the fe- 
male seminary, where she was instructed in reli- 
gion and the proper duties and employments of her 
sex. Those who entered the service on account of 
some vow, indicated their profession by cutting off 
the hwr. All were required to live in the greatest 
purity of manners, silence, and retirement, with- 
out, communication with the other sex. Their 
principal office was to maintain the sacred fire, and 
to offer incense to the idols; and for this purpose 
tiiey were divided into classes, serving alter- 
nately, during tiie night and day. In the perform- 
ance of this function, they necessarily assembled 
with the priests; but to prevent impropriety, the 
sexes officiated in separate wings, under the care- 
ful superintendence of their respective superiors. 
The time not employed in religious duties, was 
devoted to the fabrication of cloths, for the 
dress of the idols, and decoration of the sanctua- 
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ries. The chastity of these vestals was deemed 
eacred, and its violation was unpardonable. If a 
feeble priestess yielded to temptation, thoagh her 
fault were undiscovered, she lived in perpetual 
dread of the vengeance of heaven, which sne sought 
to avert by fasts and prayers. 

When the maid attained the age of sixteen or 
eighteen years, the usual period of marriage, her 
parents having prepared a proper match, presented 
to tlie superior general, some quails, in plates on* 
riously varnished, gum copal, flowers, and provi- 
Mons, accompanied by a studied address, in which 
they thanked him for his care and attention in the 
education of their daughter, and demanded his per- 
mission to settle her in marriage; this request was 
granted always, and the tutor exhorted his pupil to 
perseverance in virtue, and to pay due regard to 
the duties of the married state. 

Beside the general classes of the priesthood, 
which we have described, there were special orders 
or communities of men and women, with peculiar 
rites and institutes, devoted to the exclusive wor^ 
^hip of certain deities. One of these was that of 
QueizalcoaiL The life led by the members of this 
order, in their colleges or monasteries of either sex 
was rigid and austere. They dressed with great 
decency, bathed regularly at midnight, and watch- 
ed until two hours before day, chaunting the praises 
of their god. Such was the confidence placed in 
their virtue, that they were allowed the singular 
privilege of visiting the mountains at all hours, to 
perform the cruel service of draining their veins, 
m honour of their deity. The superiors of the or- 
der, bore the name of their god, and were of such 
high dignity, that they visited none but the king.^ 
The members were devoted to it from their infancy. 
On the birth of a child so destined, the parents in- 
vited the superior to an entertainment, who usually 



deputed one of his companj. The deputy carried 
the child to him, who offered it with a prayer to 
QuetzalcoatL and put a collar about his neck to be 
worn until he Was seven years old. When the 
infant had completed his second year, the supe- 
rior further marked his destination by a small inci- 
sion on the breast, and in his seventh year he en- 
tered the monasteij. This order was called Tla* 
inacazcqjott, and its members Tlamticazque. 

Another order consecrated to TezccUli^oca^ was 
tailed Tdpochtliztli or The Youths^ consisting also 
of persons destined to^ it from infancy, who were 
l*eceived with ceremonies similar to those above de- 
^ribed; but they did not live together, each indi- 
vidual residing at his own house. In every dis- 
trict of the city, they had a superior, who governed 
them, and a house, where both sexes assembled 
Imder his superintendence, at sun set, to dance, and 
iBing the praises of their god. 

Among tiie Totonacas, was an order of monks, 
devoted to the goddess CenteotL Thdr unim- 
peachable life was spent in great retirement and 
ascetic devotion. The community was composed of 
men above sixty years of age, widowers, estranged 
troia all commerce with women, and of exemplar/ 
manners. Their number was fixed, and when di- 
mimshed by death, was filled up by election. They 
were esteemed and consulted by ail classes of peo- 
ple, whose applications they received, sitting upon 
thdr heels with eyes fixed on the ground; and tiieir 
answers were accepted as oracles even bj kings. 
Their chief employment was psdnting historical 
pictures, which they delivered to the Jiigh priest to 
DC exhibited to the people. 

XXIX. In treating of the religious customs, we 
tntiSt not forbear to notice the austerities universal- 
ly practised, as well by the priests, as by the peo- 
ple. 
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TTidr fasts and vigils, by which they prepared 
themselves) for the festivals were many, and en- 
dured one or more dajs, according to tneir ritual. 
Their fasts consisted in abstinence from flesh and 
wine, and in eating but one meal a day, at such 
hour as convenience or fancy directed. They were 
commonly attended by vigils, during which, a great 
part of tiae night was spent in prayer, or in offering 
incense to the gods. In these seasons, sexual com- 
merce was forbidden even with their wives. And 
to these austerities, the more cruel one was often 
added, of cutting and lacerating their flesh, and 
sprinlding the ground with their blood. 

Of these fasts some were general, and extended 
even to children. Such was that which preceded 
the festival of Mixcoatl^ and continued five days; 
that of four days anterior to the feast of Tezcatli' 
pocoj and that which introduced the entertainment 
^ven in honour of the sun every two hundred and 
sixty days. During the last, the king retired into 
a certain chamber of the temple, where he watched, 
and shed his blood according to the custom of the 
nation. 

Other fasts were obligatory on individuals only; 
such as that of one or more days, which preceded 
the sacrifice of prisoners, by those who offered 
them. The nobles, as well as the king, had houses 
vrithin the precincts of the temple, to which they 
occasionally retired to do penance. And on one 
festival, all incumbents of ofi&ce, after their daily 
duties, withdrew thither for the same purpose. 

The effusion of blood, was frequent and daily 
with some of the priests. The practice had the 
name of Tlamacazqui; and in cruelty, it is scarce 
surpassed by that of the Fakirs of the East 
They pierced the lip, tongue, arms, and legs, 
and other parts of tlieir bodies, with the spines 
of the metl, and passed through the holes pieces of 
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oane, the aze of which ihej increased, with each 
renewal of penance. The bu>od which flowed from 
their wounds was carefiillj collected in leaves of 
the ^exoiatl, and the sanguine spines, wrapt in 
small balls of hay, were exposed on the walls of 
the temple, as testimonials of the penance tiiey 
performed for the people. vThe devotees of this 
tund, who dwelt in tiie nreat temple of Mexico, 
bathed in a pond$ which, from being always tinged 
with their blood, was called Ezapan* 

One sect of these TYomacoz^rui, who served in 
the principal temple of Teohuacan, wereparticular- 
Ir remar&able for the severity of their penance. 
A class of four, constantly resided in the sanctu* 
ary. Their dress was of the vilest kind; their 
daily diet, a loaf of maize, of two ounces weight, 
and a cup of atoUi or cruel made of the same grain. 
Two of them alternately watched during the ni^t, 
which was i»pent in sin^ng, burning incense, and 
shedding then- blood upon the pavement. Their 
rigid fast was relieved only on festival days, when 
free indulgence was given to their appetites; but 
they prepared for these occasions, by tne severe in- 
flictions already described, having often sixty pieces 
of cane passed through their flesh at once. This 
life tiiey endured for four years, when their places 
were supplied by others; and if one happened to 
die, a substitution was immediately made, so that 
their number was never incomplete. These priests 
were universally held in great veneration. But 
wo unto him, who broke his vow of chastity, — for 
en conviction, after due proof, he was beaten to 
death, his body burned, and his ashes given to the 
winds. 

The fast observed by the Tlascalans, every di- 
vine year, preparatory to the festival of the god 
Camaxil^ tne same with Huitzilopochtli^ was dso 
extraordinary. On this occasion, the .drchcauhUi^ 
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assembled the TTamacazquiSf and seriously exhort- 
ed them to peiiance $ ivarning them, that if any 
deemed himself incompetent to perform it he should 
80 declare^ for, that if after commencing it, he 
either renounced or failed in the attempt, he would 
be deemed unworthy of the company of the gods, 
would be expelled from the priesthood, and deprived 
of his estate. Those who assumed the fast, gene- 
rally about two hundred, ascended, with the chief, 
the mountain Matlalcuqe^ upon whose summit 
was a sanctuary dedicated to tne goddess of water. 
The Archcauhttif mounted to the top to make an ob- 
lation of gems, precious feathers and copal, whilst 
the rest waited m the middle of the ascent, be- 
seeching the goddess to support them through their 
cruel penance. Upon their return, they procured 
a number of small knives of itzli^ and a quantity 
of small rods of various thickness, made by artists 
whose labours were preceded by a fast of five days^ 
if any of these implements happened to break, the 
workman was held to have been unmindful of hi» 
fast. The Tlamacazqm^ . now commenced their 
penance, which lasted not less than one hundred 
and sixty days. On the first, they perforated their 
tongues, through which thejr drew the small rods, 
antf every twentieth day this cruel operation was 
repeated. Notwithstanding the pain and loss of 
blood which it produced, the penitents were required 
to sing continually, and aloud, the praises of the 
gods. After the expiration of eighty days, a gene- 
ral fast commenced, from which, none, not even 
the heads of the republic, were exempted, and 
which continued for an equally long time. During 
this period no person was permitted to bathe, nor 
to eat pepper, the common seasoning of their 
dishes. 

^ Upon occasions of great public calamity, the 
high priest of Mexico observed a fast yet more 
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dreadful. For this purpose, he retired to a wood, 
where he constructed a hut for himself, covered 
with branches, constantly renewed as their verdure 
faded. Here entombed, he spent nine or ten months 
occluded from aU human societv; with no other 
food, than raw maize and watery in continual pray- 
er and frequent effusion of blood. This fast was 
not exacted, but was purely voluntary^ few ob- 
served it, and he ' who performed it once, never 
attempted it a second time. 

In Mixteca, where there were many monasteries, 
the first bom sons of the nobles, before entering 
upon ihe estates of their deceased fathers, under- 
went a rigorous penance during a whole year. The 
heir was conducted by a numerous attendance to a 
monastery, where he was stripp^ of his garments, 
clothed in rags, daubed wi^ oiK or elastic gum, his 
face, belly, and back, rubbed with fetid herbs, and 
a small lance of itzli delivered to him, that he 
might draw his own blood. He was restricted to 
a very abstemious diet, subjected to the hardest la- 
bours, and punished severely for any failure of du- 
tjr. At the end of the year he was bathed in per^ 
fumed water, by four pnests, and reconducted to 
his home with pbmpan^ music. 

If the mythology of the Mexicans was prefera- 
ble to that of the ancient pagan world, in the digni^ 
ty of its gods, and its freedom from licentiousness, 
it was certdnly more insensate and less attractive 
in its gloomy superstition and severity of discipline; 
and was most execrable by its horriue sacrifices of 
innumerable human victims. In vain have histo- 
rians endeavoured to palliate their enormity^ by 
proving that like customs prevailed among various 
nations of the eastern hemisphere. There may be 
a parellel in history for the deliberate, systematic* 
ana disgusting slaughter of human beings commit- 
ted by tne Mexicans; but we think there b none 
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for the frequency of the sacrifice, and the number 
of the victims. 

We are ignorant of the nature of the sacrifices 
offered by the Toltecas to the deity, in that splen- 
did temple erected to his honour, whose extensive 
ruins yet remain. It most probably partook of the 
simplicity and purity of their own character. The 
Chechemecas and tne Acolhuacas, before the arri- 
val of tiie Aztecas, had neither temples, nor idols, 
nor priests; and made no other offering to their gods, 
the sun and moon, than herbs, flowers, fruits and 
incense. If the simplicity of their worship be as- 
cribed to their ignorance and want of cultivation, 
it has the recommendation of innocence and moral 
beauty. What olBfering more appropriate to the 
great Creator, than the evidences of nis munificent 
goodness? The Mexicans were the sole authors of 
the barbarous sacrifices, the probable origin of 
which we have already narrated.* These sacrifices 
were doubtless rare in the commencement of their 
power, but they multiplied with tiieir victories, and 
extended witli their aominion; and they form an 
extraordinary anomaly, of a people remarkable in 
many respects for wisdom, justice, and liberality, 
founding and propagating a superstition, wholly at 
war with the nrst passion of our nature, the pre- 
servation of existence.' 

These sacrifices varied with respect to number, 
place, and manner, according to the nature of tiie 
lestival. In general, the victims were slain by 
cutting open the breast. But some were drowned, 
some starved in the mountain caverns, and others 
fell more honourably in the gladiatorial combat. 
The customary place was the upper area of the 
temple, in which stood the altar for ordinary sacri- 
fice. The altar of the greater temple of Mexico, 

* Seepages 109,112 supra. 
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was a green stone, (probably jasper,) convex above; 
about three feet high^ as manj broad, and more 
than five feet loii&^ Six priests usuall j ministered ; 
whose chief the TopUtzin^ held pre-eminent and 
hereditary dignity, ajid at every sacrifice asiiimed 
the name of the god, to whom it was made. For 
the performance of this function, he was clothed in 
a red habit fiinged with cotton; on his head he 
wore a crown of green and yellow feathers; his 
ears were decorated with pendants of gold and eme- 
ralds, and from his nether lip, hung a jewel of tur- 
quoise. His assistants were dressed in white bab- 
bits embroiderd with black, their hair was bound 
about their heads with leather strings; their fore* 
heads covered with small shields of paper various- 
ly painted; and their bodies stained all over black. 
The destined victim, stripped of all covering, 
was borne by these ministers to the area, and ex- 
tended upon the altar, whose convex form arching 
the breast and abdomen, rendered motion almost 
imposfflble under their pressure upon his limbs. 
After indicating to the people, the deity to whom 
the offering was about to be made, that they might 
duly worship, the chief priest with a keen knife of 
itzKy dexterously onenea the breast and tore forth 
the heart, which, wnile yet palpitating he offered to 
the sun, and then cast at the foot of the idol; 
taking it up again, he presented it to the idol itself, 
and subsequently burned it, preserving the ashes 
with great care. If the idol were gigantic and 
hollow, the heart was introduced into iiis mouth 
with a golden spoon. In all cases, the lips of the 
deity, and the door posts of the sanctuary were 
smeared with the victim's blood. If the victim 
were a prisoner of war, the head was severed to be 
preserved as atrophy; but if he were a slave, pur- 
chased for sacrifice, tliis was not done. The carcase 
was cast into the lower area, in the first case, wher« 
U 2 
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it was seized by his captor, and in die seGond, was 
carried from the altar b j its owner, and served up 
as a feast for himself and friends. The l^s, thighs, 
and arms only were eaten, the refuse was burned, 
or ^en to the beasts and birds of prey in the roy- 
al menaseries. The Otomies tore the body in pieces 
and solff it in tiie market The Zapotecas sacri- 
ficed men to their ^ds, women to their goddesses, 
and children to their penates. 

The force of our imitative propensity was never 
more strikingly displayed, than m the adoption of 
these detestable rites, not only by the nations con- 
quered by the Mexicans, but also by their allies, 
and by people, not immediately subject to their 
power. 

But the number of the sacrifices among the 
neighbouring nations was less, and occasionally 
vaned in their form. The Tlascalans, at one of 
their festivals, tied a prisoner to a hish cross, and 
shot him to death with arrows; at anoSier, to a low 
cross and killed him by the bastinado. TheQuanh- 
titlans, at their festival, held every fourth year in 
honour of the god of fire, sacrificed two slaves, 
flayed them and took out the bones of their thighs. 
On the following day, two of the principal priests, 
clad in the bloody skins, with the femoral bones, 
descended from the top of the temple with solemn 
steps, and dismal howlings, whilst the people, as- 
sembled in crowds below, shouted, " Behold our 
gods." On reaching the court the priests commenced 
a religious dance, which lasted the greater part of 
the day. In the mean time, the multitude sacri- 
ficed a quantity of quails, never less than eight 
thousand. When these ceremonies were over, flie 

f priests tied six prisoners on the tops of as many 
ofty trees, planted for the purpose, who were in- 
stantly destroyed by innumerable arrows. The 
victims were then dropped to the ground, their 
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bosoms opened, and their hearts offered in the cus- 
tomary manner. Their bodies, and those of the 
Snails, were shared bj the priests and nobles, for 
ie banquets which closed the festival. 

The Mexicans too, occasionally varied their 
forms of human sacrifice. At times the victims 
were clothed in the vestments and badges of the 
god to whom they were offered, and attended by a 
guard went rouna the city soliciting alms for nis 
temple. If the officer of the guard suffered one 
to escape, his negligence was punished by substitu- 
ting him for the refugee. It was not unusual to 
feed and fatten the victims, that they might be 
more grateful at the table. At the festival of 
Ttttoinan^ the woman, who represented the god- 
dess, was beheaded on the shoulders of another 
femsde. . At one of the festivals of 77a/oc, two 
children of both sexes were sacrificed, by drowning 
in tiie lake; at another, three boys of six or seven 
years of age, were enclosed in a cavern, and left 
to die of mght and hunger. At the festival of the 
arrival of the gods^ the victims were immolated by 
fire. 

But the most celebrated sacrifice among the 
Mexicans, and which accorded well with their mili- 
tary genius was that, the Spaniards have properly, 
termed the gladiatorioL This, if not the most hu- 
mane, was certainly the most honourable death, and 
was granted only to prisoners distinguished for their 
valour. Near to the greater temple of the larger 
cities, in an open space of ground, sufficient to 
contain a vast portion of the populace, was a round 
terrace, eight wet high, on wnich was placed a high 
circular stone, three feet thick, highlv polished and 
richly ornamented with sculpture. On this, called 
the Tcmalacatl^ the prisoner, armed with a shield 
and short sword, was tied by one foot. A Mexican 
warrior, better armed, and naving the advantage of 
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unshackled limbs, was selected to encounter him. 
It was a combat h outrance^ and the efforts of the 

Sarties corresponded with the imminence of the 
anger. If tiie prisoner fell, he was seized by the 
priests, dead or alive, and borne to the altar, where 
nis heart was extracted, and offered to the gods in 
the common form; whilst the victor received the 
applause of the assembly, and some military honour 
from the king. But, if the prisoner overcaine six 
successive antagonists, he was granted his life and 
his liberty, and suffered to return to his native 
country radiant with glory. Cortes relates, that a 
prince of Cholula slew in this trial, seven comba* 
tants, and that the Huexotzincos, whose prisoner 
he was, in dread of his prowess, faithlessly put him 
to death; by which act they became infamous among 
all the nations of Anahuac. 

If the sacrifice of human victims in reli^ous 
worship was rare among the learned and civilized 
Romans, those offered to their pleasures in the gla- 
diatorial exhibitions at their theatres were frequent, 
and probably more numerous than the military sa- 
crifices of the Mexicans. Several hundred, per- 
haps, several thousand victims, were annually 
slaughtered in the great cities of the Roman empire, 
even after the prohibitory decree of Honorius. 

Historians differ widely on the number of human 
victims annually sacrificed in Anahuac. Zumar- 
raga, the first bishop of Mexico, says, that the 
capital alone, supplied twenty thousanc^. Gomara 
affirms the whole to have equalled fifty thousand. 
Acosta reports, that one day, five thousand and on 
another, twenty thousand, were annually slain. 
Some authors maintain, that on the mountain 7>- 
feyacac^ alone, twenty thousand were immolated 
to the goddess Tonantzin; and Torquemada asserts, 
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that there were not less than twenty thousand in*- 
fants annually butchered; while Las Casas would 
reduce the whole number to less than one hundred* 
Clavjeero conceives that all the authors have erred. 
Las Casas bj diminution, and the others bj exag- 

Seration, of the number, which he, by no means 
isposed to darken the picture, admits, may amount 
to twenty thousand yearly, ihroushout the whole 
empire. But the number was not limited. It de- 
pended upon the q^uantity of prisoners, and the 
occasion of the sacrifice; as in ttie case of the con- 
secration of the great temple of Mexico, when 
above sixty thousand were slaughtered in four days. 
Hie sacrifices multiplied in the divine years, and 
still more in the secular ones. 

But the Mexicans, as we have seen in the course 
of our work, did not confine their sacrifices to hu- 
man victims; but offered to their gods, other ani- 
mals, and vegetables, and minerals. They saluted 
die sun daily, at his rising, with music and the of^ 
fering of quails. They presented (juails and fal- 
cons to Huitzilopochtli; nares, rabbits, deer, and 
eoytos, to Mixcoatl; various plants, flowers, jew- 
els, gums, and dressed provisions, to these and 
other gods. Every morning the altars were sur- 
rounded with vessels of boiling fooil, whose steams 
were held grateful and nutritious to the divinities. 
The most ordinary oblation was copid. No house 
wad without censers; and all persons daily burned 
incense to their idols. The priests in their temples, 
the fathers of families in their houses, and judges 
in their tribunals upon the rendition of judgment, 
offered incense to the four principal winds. But 
incense offering was also an act of civil courtesy, 
and was especuilly used towards men of rank and 
embassadors. 

What remains to be said in relation to these 
strange and inhuman superstitions, but that they 
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were perversions of that piety, which leads all peo- 
ple to honour the divinityj and that though other 
nations were guilty of like deviations from reason 
and humanity, the Mexicans, had in most respects 
exceeded them. If in Egypt, thousands of human 
victims were annually offered to the gods, in Mexi- 
co, the sacrifice was tens of thousands. If the 
Greeks ate various portions of the human body as 
medicines; if the ancient inhabitants of Africa, 
Italy, Sicily, Scythia, and Judea, feasted on their 
fellow beings occasionally, the Mexicans indulged 
more frequently in the horrid repast But whilst 
we speak of these superstitions and propensities 
with the detestation they merit, may we not ask, 
whether a period will not arrive, when our sacri- 
fice of human victims, not to divine, but to human 
justice, will be almost as much the subject of won- 
der and abhorrence to our posterity, as are now, the 
Mexican rites to us? I speak of the civilized 
countries of the world. And let it be remembered, 
that in the seven years, preceding that in which I 
now write, from (1834 to 1830, inclusive,) in En- 
gland and Wales, a portion only of the petty island 
of Great Britain, there were more than eight thou- 
sand, seven hundred and eighty-one persons sen- 
tenced to death; all, except three hundred and three 
for depredation on property 5 of whom, four hundred 
and seven were actually executed.* 

Let us, however, not quit this subject without 
offering for the Mexicans, the defence which they 
made tor themselves; since a like justification is 
yet tendered for slavery, an enormity, second only 

* Report to the House of Lords, 1831. The prisoners for 
trial at the special assizes of December, of the home circuit, 
and under the special commission are not included in the report 
What can more strongly and more fully show the folly and fu^ 
tility of the laws, than the fact, that out of 8.781 convicted, pub- 
lic opinion rescued 8.374 from the gallows,? 



to that of the sacrifices of Mexico. "We have 
a ridit," said Montezuma, in reply to the reproach- 
es of Cortes, *' we have a right to take away the 
lives of our enemies; we could kill them in the 
heat of the battle as you do your enemies. What 
injustice is there, then, in making them, who are 
condemned to death, die in honour of our god." 
But we must also remark, that this apolo^ did not 
cover the whole of the case. Since the Mexicans 
sacrificed, not only prisoners of war, but purchased 
slaves, children, persons sentenced to death for 
tiieir crimes, and the wives of nobles, that thej 
might accompany their husbands to the other 
world. 

XXX. In order more fully to understand the na- 
ture of the Mexican religion, and the extrava- 
gance of its superstition, it will be proper to advert 
to the division and measurement of time adopted 
by the nations of Anahuac. The knowledge we 
possess upon this subject, has been carefully collect- 
ed by the missionaries Motolinia and Sahagun, the 
learned Mexican, D. Carlo Se^enza, and critically 
and carefully examined by Clavigero. 

These people divided the past, into four great 
epochs or ages. The first, Atonatiuh^ the sun or 
age of water, commenced with the creation of the 
world, and ended with a general inundation, in 
which almost the whole human race, together with 
that luminary perished. The second, succeeded 
the flood, and is called Haltonatiukj the age of 
earth. It is remarkable for having produced a race 
of giants, who, witli the second sun, were destroy- 
ed by earthquakes. The third, Ehkcatonatiuh, 
the age of air, endured until all mankind, with a 
third sun, were swept away by whirlwinds. The 
fourth, Tletonatiuh^ the age of fire, began at the 
last restoration of the human race, and was des- 
tined to continue until the fourth sun and the 
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earth shcmld be destroyed bj fire, which they gup- 
posed would be at the end of one of their cycles. 
To this opinion, are ascribed the noisy festivab 
celebrated in honour of the god of fire, at the com- 
mencement of a cycle, in gratitude for his having 
deferred the destruction of the world. 

In the computation of time, the polished nations of 
Anahuac, divided it into months, epochs, cyles, and 
centuries. The epoch consisted of thirteen years; 
four epochs formed a cycle, called Toxiuhmo^pUH mr 
the tying of the years, and two cycles a century, 
termed HuekuetuiztU^ or old age.* The years had 
four names; Tochtli, rabbit; ^catl^ cane or reed; 
Tecpatl, flint; and Colli, house; these were distin- 
guished by numerals, so that the years of the epo- 
cha were neyer confounded. Thus the first year of 
the cycle was 1. or Ce, Tochtli; the second, SL or 
Ome^ Acatl; the third, 3. or Jet, Teq)atl$ the 
fourth, 4. or Nahuiy Qdli; the fifth, 5. or MacuilHj 
Tochtli; and so on to the thirteenth year, which. 
was IS. or MatlactliyOme, 7bcA//t; ana terminated 
the first epoch. They began the second epoch with 
1. or Ce, ^catl; then, 2. or Ome, Tecpatl; 3. or 
JPei, Colli; 4. or Nohuij Tochtli; and it was com- 
pleted by 13. or Matlactli Ome, AcaiL The third 
epoch began with 1. Cc, Tecpatl, and finished with 
13. or Sfotlactli OmCy TecpatL And the fourth 
epoch commenced with 1. or Ce, CaUi, and ended 
with 13. or Matlactli Ome, Colli, forming the 
full cycle of fifty-two years. 

Their solar year, like ours, consisted of three 
hundred and sixty-five days. For, though it was 

* The translator of Clayigero, has employed the terras perio<i^ 
century, and age. As the portion of time called by him a cen* 
tury, included fifty-two years only, the term is obviously im.- 
proper; as ihe period reaUy formcMi an epoch upon which their 
chronology depended, I have used that word. The term oeiir* 
tury, I have applied to the double cycle, or period of one hun- 
dred and four years. 
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composed of eighteen months, of twenty days each, 
whicn make only three hundred and sixty, five 
days were added, after the last month, which were 
called NemorUemi, void or useless^ because, on 
these days the inhabitants did nothing but receive 
and return visits. The year 1. Tocktlij the first 
of the cycle, began on the 26th of February; but 
every four years, the cycle anticipated one dfay, as 
in our bissextile or leap year; whence, in the last 
epoch of the cycle, ^e years began on the 14th 
dajjT of February, on account of the thirteen days 
which intervene in the course of fifty-two years. 
But at the expiration of the cjcle, the commence- 
ment of die year returned to the 26th of Fd>ru-* 

"l^Wn.o„th,«.d ever, day of the month, had 
its name. But the order of these varied, not only 
among the several nations, but also among the 
Mexicans themselves. In tiieir ordinary mcde of 
reckoning time, all agreed to pay no regard to the 
division of months or years, but to adopt periods of 
tiiirteen days, which ran on without interruption, 
firom tiie end of a month or year. Twenlr of these 
periods, made in thirteen months, a cycle of two 
nundred and sixty days, during which, the same 

* There i»miich oonfiision among the Mexican hirtarians, in 
^e denomiiiation and series of the Mexican months^ and as to 
de time "whai the year commenced. Mr. Gama, and after him. 
M. de Hnmbol^ asserts, that the first month was TtdO, and 
that it commenced on the 9th, and ended on the SSth of Januaiy. 
ClaTigero admitdi^ the uncertain^ whioh preTails as to tne 
name of the first, adopts JltMcakuako, -which in Gama's expo- 
dtion is the third. But ClaTigero, adheres to the time of the 
beginning of the year. Mr. Gama maj be oorreet, as he had 
the aid of the aunanac, cut on stone, diuntexred fix>m the 
great s^^oare of Mexico in 1790, which was unknown to Cl»- 
Vigero. But as the sjrstem given by the latter, has the most 
names, if not the greatest authority to support it, I have given 
it in the text 



fidO HISTOBT OF AMXRIOA. OB. TX. 

fiign or character, was not repeated witii the same 
number. On the first day of me fourteenth month, 
another cycle commenced in the same order of the 
characters, and of the same number of periods as 
the first If the year had not, besides the eighteen 
months, the five days called the Nemonterm, or if 
the periods had not been continued in these days, 
the first day of the second year, of the cjcle of 
fifty-two years, would have been the same with that 
of the preceding; but as the period of thirteen days 
was continued tiurough the Nemontemij the signs 
chan^d place.* 

This was the religious computation of time$ the 
civil varied only in havine the month divided into 
four periods, each of five days, which might, with- 
out impropriety, be called the Mexican week. On 
a fixed day of each of these periods, the fdr, or 
great market was held. The names TonalpohuaUi 
and Cempohtudilhuitlf which distinguished the civil 
from the ritual calendar, sufficiently indicated its 
character. The first signifies the reckoning of the 
8un, in opposition to the ritual calendar, called 
Metzlapohuallij or reckoning of the moon. The 
second is derived from Cempohualli twenty, and 
Jlhuitl festival, and alludes either to the twenty 
days of the month, or to the twenty solemn festi- 
vals of the civil year.t 

This system for the distribution of time, though 
somewhat intricate, was accurately digested, and 
proves, that its framers possessed no ordinary de- 
gree of intellectual improvement. We celebrate 
me intercalation of a day in every four years, made 
by the astronomers of Julius Csesar; the Mexicans, 
also, had sufficient science to discover, and to 
correct the excess of a few hours, in the solar, over 

^ * For a more minute expositioD of this subject, seeClaidgero^ 
lib. vi. 
t 1 Humboldt's Researches, p. 281. 
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the civil year, bnt fhey employed a different me- 
thod, interposing thirteen days, every fiifbr-two 
years, which produce the same result Hence, 
each cjcle, commenced with the year 1 TochtKj 
and the day 1. dpactlu 

The termination of the cycle, was a period deep- 
ly interesting to the people of Anahuac, as they 
were taught to believe the world would end with it. 
At that period they destroyed all their culinary 
utensils, and on the last night, performed the cere- 
mony of kindling the new nre. When assured by 
its combustion wat a new cycle was granted to 
them, they employed the thirteen following days, 
which were the intercallary ones, and pertained 
neither to the preceding nor succeeding cycle, in 
supplying the broken vessels, renewing their gar- 
ments, repairing their houses and temples, and in 
preparations for the grand festivals of the new cycle. 

The Mexicans accommodated their astronomical 
months, to the lunar periods, which they well un- 
derstood, by a method we shall hereafter explain. 
And as to almost all other nations, the revolutions 
of the moon, which they termed Metzli^ gave name 
to their months. This astronomical monm was also 
divided into two parts, called the vigil^ and the 
slumber of the moon. They distinguished their 
cycles by the small circles or numeral dots, in the 
same manner as they did their years, placing one 
or more such dots before them, as the occasion re- 
quired. 

The distribution of the signs, or characters of 
the days, months, and years, served the Mexicans 
as means of prognosticating human events, and of 
erecting a science similar to the vain judicial astro- 
logy of the elder continent, by which they predicted 
the good or evil fortune of infants, from the sign 
at their birth, and also the fate of all other events,. 
Under this superstition the merchant deemed somo 
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day under the sini of Coatl, ^serpent,) propitious 
to commercial adventure; ana persons bom un- 
der the sign of QuauhtH, (eagle,) if males, were 
held mockers and slanderers, if females, loquacious 
and impudent The concurrence of tiie year with 
the day of the rabbit, was esteemed the most for- 
tunate season. 

Having indicated the elements, it remains for us 
to speak of the manner in which this people repre- 
sented the cycle, the year, and the month. 

The cycle was represented by a circle, divided 
into fifty-two figures; or rather, by four figures, thir- 
teen times varied, called Toxiuhmo^pUH, or union of 
the years. About the periphery was twined, with 
admirable taste, a serpent, with four knots, point- 
ing respectively to tiie cardinal points of the hea- 
vens, and having regard to the four epocha. These 
epocha were termed JlalpillL We certainly can 
discover no natural relation between this reptile and 
the sun; and yet nations of tiie old and new world, 
unconnected with each other, have adopted it as a 
symbol of time. In the centre of this circle ap- 
peared tiie sun, vnth a full human visage. The 
four figures are the rabbit, the reed, the flint, in 
form of a lance head, and the tower, representing 
a house. The years of the cycle, are numbered 
by commencing at the upper knot of the serpent, 
and descending towards the left. The first figure 
vnth one point, denotes, I. rabbit; the second, with 
two points, II. reed; the third, with three points, 
III. flint; and the fourth, with four pointe, lY. 
house; the fifth, with five points, Y. rabbit. Thus 
continuing to the knot on the left, at which the 
second period begins, with the figure of the reed, 
and terminates at the lower knot, where commen- 
ces the third epoch proceeding to the right, and 
finally, further on, tne fourth. 

The Mexican year, as we have already observed 
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consisted of eighteen months, which were also re« 
presented in a circle called XiuhtlapohvaUij or di- 
agram of the year. The emblem of the first, is 
the figure of water spread upon a house, whose 
name AcahucHco or Atlacahumco^ signifies the cea- 
sing of water; because in that month, commencing 
on the £6th of February, and running into March, 
the rains ceased in the northern countries where the 
Toltecan calendar originated. It was called also, 
Quauhmtlehuoj or the budding of trees, which 
happens at this time in the hotter countries. The 
Tlascalans called this month XilonumiliziHj or the 
oblation of maize, which was then made, to obtain 
a productiye harvest from the seed about to be 
sowed. 

The second month was called TlacaxipehttalitzlL 
denoted by a figure resembling a pavilion, but 
which Clavigero believes to be a badly designed hu- 
man skin; (with which the name corresponds,) be- 
cause at this season human victims were flayed at 
&e festival of Xipe, the god of the goldsmiths. But 
Campagnoni observes, that as the calendar was 
derived from the Toltecas, who never were guilty 
of these abominable sacrifices, we should hold the 
sifiii for a pavilion, which was particularly appro- 
priate to tne ^nial season; and was probably 
made of the hides of animals. The Tlascalans 
called this month CoailhuatU or general festival, 
and represented it by the figure of a serpent en- 
twined about a fan ana an Ajacctxtli^ the two latter 
denoting the dances then performed, and the for- 
toer their universality. 

The sigtt of the third month, according to Clavi- 

§ero and Boturini, is a bird on a lancet, signifying 
le sprinkling of blood, more generally made in the 
nights of this month. The name of the month is 
7%zo2tontli$ " but we know, says Clavigero, neither 
its signification, nor the species of the bird repre- 
X 2 
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gented*'' "The latter," says Campi^oni, "was 
probably a bird of passage, which appeared at this 
season.'' But Gama sajs, that Tezoztontli, is the 
abreviationof Tezoliztli, with the diminutive tontli 
added, and that it is derived from the verb Tozoa, 
to watch, and means the month of the minor vigils, 
in contradiction to the succeeding, in which the 
king and nobles kept their vigils; and that the sign 
of me bird is misplaced, and properly belongs to 
the fourteenth month. 

The fourth month, called Hueitozoztli, is indica- 
ted by the figure of a small buildine, upon which 
appear some leaves of rushes, typiciu of the cere- 
mony performed this month, of putting rushes, 
sword grass, and other herbs^ bathed in bloody 
which uie people shed in honour of their gods, over 
the doors of their houses. 

The head of a man with a necklace, represents 
the fifth month. The necklace was formed of 
wreaths of roasted maize, which the natives wore 
around their necks, and with which, they also 
adorned the idol of Tezcatlipoca; whence the 
month took the name of ToxcatL 

The sixth month was named JEtzalquaKztH, from 
an earthen pot called Etzalli, in which was ordi- 
narily prepared the gruel commonly used in this 
season. 

The figures of the seventh and eighth months arc 
typical 01 tne lesser and greater festive dances, 
which were celebrated in them. The size of the 
figures corre8]M)nds with the character of the feast^ 
of the respective months. The lances, near the 
figures, indicate the austerities which preceded the 
festivals. The Tlascalans represented the months 
by the heads of two nobles; the smaller festival or 
TecuUhmtontli^ by the head of a young man, and 
thegreater, HueitecuUhuitl^ by that of an old one. 

The ninth month was called Miccailhmtly (the 
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festival of the dead ;) and the tenth Budmtcccdlhuitl, 
(the great festival of the dead.) The azc of the 
mourning caps is in accordance with the names of 
the months. The Tlascalans painted for these 
months, skulls with bones, but the skull for the 
tenth was the larger. 

The eleventh month is represented by a broom, 
employed in sweeping the temple; an act of reli- 
^on, performed in this month by all persons, from 
which the name, Ockpamztli^ was derived. 

The figure of the twelfth and thirteenth months 
is that of a parasite plant, which the Mexicans 
called />acA//i. From it, the twelfth had its name; 
anid as in the succeeding month, the plant was full 
srown, that, was called Tlueipacmu But the 
Mexicans more commonly employed the names, 
Teotleco and Tepeilhmtl, for these months respec- 
tively. 

The figure of the fourteenth month, is the head 
of a bird. The Tlascalans distinguished it by the 
flamingo, called by the Mexicans Quecholli; and 
they gave this name to the month, because at this 
time, these birds resorted to the Mexican lakes. 

The fifteenth month was indicated by a standard, 
representing that borne in the procession of Huitzil- 
opochtii at mis season. Its name, Panquetzalitztlif 
means the mounting of the standard. 

The type of the sixteenth month, was water de- 
scending a stair; expressed by the name Atemoztli^ 
given to it, either because this is the season of rain, 
or because at this time, the festival of the gods of 
the mountains, and of water was holden, to im- 
plore the necessary showers. 

The seventeenth month is represented by a hand 
binding three pieces of wood together with a cord, 
denoting the constriction occasioned by the cold of 
the season; and such is the meaning of the name. 
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T^titL The Tlascalans painted two sticks cased, 
and firmly fixed in a plank. 

The eighteenth month is designated by the head 
of- a quadruped upon an altar, emblematical of the 
sacrifice of animals during this month to tlie god of 
fire. The Mexicans represented it, by a man hold- 
ing up a child by the nead, and this accords with 
the interpretation given by some authors to the 
name IzcaUij which they say, means resurrection 
from the dead, or a new creation. 

The moon within the circle of the year is copied 
from a Mexican painting, by which it seems the 
Indians well knew, that the luminary received her 
light from the sun. In some representations of the 
year, after the symbol of the eighteenth month, 
there were placed five large points, indicative of 
the five days called Nemontemu 

The day of the Aztecks, like that of the Persians, 
Egyptians, Babylonians, and the ^eater part of the 
nations of Asia, began at sunrising. It was divi- 
ded into eight intervals, after the manner of the 
Hindoos, and the Romans; four of which, were 
determined by the rising, the setting, and the two 
passages of the sun across the meridian. Its hiero- 
glyphic was a circle distributed into four parts. 
Altnough under the parallel of the city of Mexico, 
the length of the day does not vary more than two 
hours and twenty-one minutes, it is certain that 
the Mexican hours were originally unequal, like 
those of the planetary hours of the Jews, and those 
which the Greek astronomers noted under the 
name of temporary^ in opposition to the equinoctial 
hours. 

The portions of the day and night, which inter- 
vened between the above divisions, corresponded 
nearly to our hours, 3. 9. 15. and 21. astronomi- 
cal time. To denote them, the Mexican pointed 
to the place in the sky, where the sun would be at 
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the time. Tluseestare, was i^ccompanied by the 
ex{)ression Iz Teotl, " Tliere our god wiU 6c;'' 
which recalls the period, when emigrating from Az- 
tlan, this people knew no other divinity than the 
sun, and were addicted to no sanguinary rite. 

The number thirteen, by its multiples, swords 
proportions which the Mexicans used, to preserve 
an agreement between fheir ritual and civil calen- 
dars. A civil year of 365 days, contains a day 
more than S8 small periods of 13 days: ^e cycle 
of 52 years being divided into four epocha of 13 
years, the supernumery days form at the end of each 
indicti,on a small entire period; and an epoch con- 
tains 365 of these periods, or as many weeks of 13 
days, as the year has civil day^ A year of the 
ritual almanac has twenty half lunations, or two 
hundred and sixty days, and this same number of 
days contains fifty-two half decades, or small pe- 
riods of five days each. The Mexicans, then, found 
in the concordance (^ these two reckoidngii of ti^e 
mowx and sun, their favourite numbers of five, 
thirteen, twenty, and fifty-two.* 

In the same manner as the Mexicans, speaking 
of the year of a cycle, placed the cardinal num- 
bers ce, ome^ &c. before the names (^ the four hienh* 
^yphics. Rabbit, Cane, Flint, and House, Ihey 
loined in their paintings, the signs of these nu|n- 
bers, to the signs of the years. The mode was the 
same as that employed to distinguish the epocha. 
As the periodical series of the number haa only 
thirteen terms, it was sufficient to add to the hiero- 
glyphic, the circles or dots denoting the units. 

The same contrivance of the concordance of two 

Seriodical series was employed to distinguish the 
ays of the same year. Originally, among the 
Mexicans as among the Persians, each day of the 

* Humboldt, Researches^ toL 1. p. S96. 
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month had a name and particular sign. In tiie 
Metzlapolmallii or ' reckoning of the moon^ these 
signs were distributed among tne small cycles of 
the half lunation, so that a petiodical series of thir- 
teen terms, which were all ciphers, corresponded 
to a periodical series of twenty terms, containing 
hieroclyphical signs. In this series of days, we 
find Sie four grand signs, Rabbit, Cane, Flint, and 
House, by which the years of a cycle were denoted, 
and sixteen other siens, of an inferior order, were 
80 distributed, that in an equal number of four, 
they separated the grand signs from each other. 

Recollecting that each month was divided into 
four small periods of five days, we may conceive, 
that originally, the hieroglyphics. Rabbit, Cane, 
Flint, and House, indicated the beginning of these 
small periods in the years, the first day of which, 
bore one of the signs above named. In fact when 
the first of the month TY^if/, has the sign CaUij 
the sixth of the following months will be TochtK; 
the eleventh ^catl^ and the sixteenth Tecpatli each 
month will begin as it were with a dominical day, 
which will fail during the whole year on the same 
days of the month. The following, are the names 
and signs of the days.^ 

1. Cepactli, A Sea Animal. 

2. Ehecatl, Wind. 

3. Calli, House. 

4. Cuetzpalin, Lizard. 

5. Cohuatl, Serpent. 

6. Misquiztli, Death, Death's Head. 

7. Mazatl, Buck or Stag. 

8. TooHTLi, Rabbit 

9. Atl, Water. 
10. Itzcuintli, Dog. 

* This is the airaDgement of the days ja the fifUe&th month. 
•-<JlaTigero, 
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11. OzomaHi, 

12. Malinalliy 

13. ACATL, 

14. Ocelotl, 

15. QuauhtUy 

16. Cascaquauhtli, 

17. Olin Tonatiuh, 

18. Tkcpatl, 

19. Quiahuatl} 

20. Xochitl, 
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Ape. 
Grass. 

Reed. 

Tiger. 

Eagle. 

King of the Vultures. 

Course of the Sun. 

Flint. 

Rain. 

A Flower. 



The numbers thirteen and twenty, having no 
common factors in the almanac of half lunations, 
the two periodical series cannot twice correspond 
to the same terms, till after thirteen, multiplied by 
twenty, or two hundred and sixty days. In a year 
the first day of which, has the sign Cipactlij there 
is no half lunation that begins wiui the sign Cipac- 
Hi in the first thirteen months; but after Uie month 
pacfUUf the same signs return, with the same cyphers. 
To avoid this cause of error, the Mexicans faiUi- 
ful to their principle of not naming the number of 
small periods, of thirteen days, had again recourse 
to the contrivance of periodical series. They form- 
ed a third series of nme siens, called the lords or 
master 8 of the nighty namely. 



Xiuhteucli tletl, 

Texwitl, 

Xochitl, 

CinteotI, 

Miquiztli, 

Atl, 

Tlazalteotl, 

Tepeyollotli, 

Quauhuitl, 



Fire or master of the year. 

Flint. 

Flower. 

Goddess of maize. 

Death. 

Water. 

Goddess of love. 

A spirit of the mountains. 

Rain. 



The preference to the number nine, has probably 
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been ^ven, because of the facilitj intti which it 
divides itself, fortj times into three hundred and 
sixty days. The Nemontemi, or five comjplimen- 
tary days, are not added to these terms of the third 
series, called by the Indians, the companions of 
the si^s of the days. We should observe, and 
this circumstance may prove embarrassing in the 
Mexican chronology, that five of the compemionsj 
bear the same name with the hieroglyphics of the 
days; but according to the reveries of American as- 
trologers, the spirits that belong to the series of 
the mne signs, govern the night, while the other 
twenty signs, govern the day. 

As there are twenty sisns of tiie day, and nine 
companions of the night, me same companion must 
correspond every nine, multiplied by twenty, or 
one hundred and eighty days, to the same hiero- 
glyphics; but it is impossible, that in the same year 
01 three hundred and sixty-five days, the same 
terms of three series, namely, the number, the sign 
of the day, and the companion, can coincide more 
than once. 

The employment of the ihird periodical series, 
by means of which two days, that have the same 
number, and the same hieroglyphics are distinguish- 
ed, for instance, 1 Cipactn^ corresponding to the 
9th of January, and the 26th of September, was 
unknown to the ^eater part of the Spanish histo- 
rians. It was discoverea by Mr. Gama, from the 
Mexican manuscripts of the Indian, Christopher 
del Castillo. The better to explain this intricate 
chronolo^cal system, we place m the ap|>endix, a 
table which unites the divisions of the ritual and 
civil, and their correspondence with the Gregorian 
calendar.* 

XXXI. There was no month, in which the Mexi*- 

* See Note B. Appendli. 
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cans did not celebrate 'some festival, either fixed 
on a certain day, or moveable, from being annexed 
to some s^ which did not correspond with the 
same day in eveiy year. The principal moveable 
festivals, were sixteen in number, among which the 
fourth was that of the god of wine, and the thir- 
teenth, that of the god of fire. The better to con- 
vey an idea of the Mexican superstition, we shall 
notice here the principal stated festivals. 

On the second day of the first month, the great 
festival to Tlaloc was celebrated by the offering of 
cluldren, purchased for that purpose, and bj a gla- 
diatorial sacrifice^ infants were also sacrificed to 
propitiate the same deity, from time to time, in the 
months corresponding to March and April, in or- 
der to obtain seasonable rains. 

On the first of the second month, which, in the 
first year of the cycle, corresponded to the 18th of 
March, a most solemn festival in honour of the 
god XipCj was holden, at which the sacrifices were 
extremely cruel. The victims were dragged by 
tiie hair to the upper area of the temple, where, af- 
ter being slain in the usual manner, tney were flay- 
ed by the priests, who clothed themselves in the 
skins, which they wore for some days. The own- 
ers of the victims were required to fast for twenty 
days, after which they feasted on the flesh of the 
sacrifice. Thilsves wtio had stolen gold or silver, 
lirere by command of the law, sacrificed with the 
prisoners on this occasion. The circumstance of 
skinning the victims, obtained for this month the 
name ofTlacaxipehualiztU, or the skinning of men. 
This festival, was attended by military exercises, 
at which the nobles celebrated with songs the 
glorious actions of their ancestors. In Tlascala, 
all ranks had dances, at which performers dressed 
in skins of animals, and embroidery of gold and 
Bilven Hence tiie festival, as well as the montby 
Y 



had the name of Coailhtdtlj or the general fes- 
tiyal. 

In the third month, which b^an on the 7ik of 
April, the second festival of Tlafoc was celebrated 
with the saciifice of children. The skins of the 
victims, offered to the god Xipe, in the preceding 
month, were carried in procession to a temple call- 
ed «7binco, within the inclosure of the greater temple, 
and tnere deposited in a cave. In wis month, the 
Xochimanmtij or dealers in flowers, celebrated the 
festival of their goddess Coatlicuej and presented 
her garlands of flowers, curiously woven, and un- 
tainted by the breath of any one. The ministers 
of the temples watched nightly during this month, 
whence it took the name of TozoztorUUj or litde 
watch. 

The fourth month was called HudtozoztKj or 
great watchj because of the priests, and all the 
people keeping vigils. Thej drew blood from tiieir 
ears, eyes, brows, noses, tongues, arms, and thighs, 
to expiate the sins of the senses, and ostentatious- 
ly exposed at their doors, the leaves of the sword 
grass, the instruments of their penance. In this 
manner, they prepared themselves for the festival 
of the goddess Centeotl, which was celebrated with 
sacrifices of human victims and animals, par- 
ticularly of quails, and with many warlike exer- 
cises, performed before her temple. Female chil- 
dren, carried ears of maize to the shrine, and 
after offering them to the goddess, placed them 
in the public granaries, in full faith, that tiie 
ears thus hallowed, would preserve the rest of 
the grain from destructive insects. This month 
commenced on the 27th of April. 

The fifth month, which began upon the 17th of 
May, was almost wholly festive. The first of 
the four principal festivals of the Mexicans, wad 
in honour of their great god Tezcatlipow. I)aily, 
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for ten days, a priest dressed in the yestments of 
the deity, went out of the temple with a bunch of 
flowers in his hand, and a small flute of clay, 
whioh made a very shrill sound. Turning towards 
the east, and afterwards, to the other three princi- 
pal winds, he sounded the flute loudly, and then 
taking up a little dust from the earth, with his fin- 

fer, he put it to his mouth and swallowed it Upon 
earing the sound of the flute, all kneeled down; 
criminals were throvni into the utmost terror and 
consternation, and with tears, implored that god to 
pardon their transgressions, aiid preserve them from 
detection; warriors prayed for coura^ and strength, 
for yictoiy, and a multitude of prisoners; and the 
people, also eating of the dust, supplicated with 
fenrour, the clemency of the cods. On the day 
preceding the festival, the nobles carried a new 
nalnt to uie idol, which the priests iinmediately put 
upon it; kemng the old one, as a relique, in some 
repository of the temple; they adorned the imase 
with gold and beautiful feathers, and withdrew the 
vdl, which usually covered it, that it might be seen 
and adored by the multitude. When the day of 
the festivid arrived, the people flocked to the lower 
area of the temple. A procession was form- 
ed, in which the idol, having wreaths of maize 
upon the forehead and neck, was borne on a litter, 
ornamented with similar wreaths, by two priests, 
wlttlst two others attended to offer incense. The 
maize wreath was an emblem of drought, which 
was deprecated, or, as we should rather sup- 
pose, of the abundance desired; and was worn on 
this occasion, by all persons of distinction, who 
scattered flowers and odoriferous herbs in their 
march, while, the people flagelated themselves 
with knotted cords. When me procession and 
disdpline were finished, the idol was carried to 
the autar, and rich offerings were made to it, of 



9M HISTO&T or AMERICA. CB. YI. 

gold, gems, flowers, feathers, animals, and pro- 
visions, prepared bj the virgins and other women, 
who, on account of some particular vow, assisted 
for that day, in the service of the temple. These 
provisions were borne in the procession by the vir- 
gins, led by a respectable priest, dressed in a 
strange fantastical habit, and were, afterwards, car- 
ried by the young men, to the habitations of the 
ministers of the idtar. 

Subsequently the victim, representing the cod 
TezccUlipoca, was sacrificed. He was selected forms 
beauty and grace, a year before the festival, and 
during that time was dressed in a habit similar to that 
of the idol. He was permitted to perambulate the city 
accompanied by a strong guard, and was adored 
every where, as the living image of the supreme 
deity. Twenty days before the festival, he espoused 
four beautiful girls, and on die five days preceding 
it, he piEirtook of sumptuous entertainments, and 
enjoyed" freely, all the pleasures of life. On the 
day of the festival, he was led by a numerous at- 
tendance to the temple of Tezcatiipocoy but his 
wives were dismissed by the way. He accompa- 
nied the idol in the procession, and when the hour 
of sacrifice arrived, was stretched upon the altar, 
and the high priest, with ^eat reverence, opened 
his breast and pulled out his heart His body was 
not, as in case of other victims, thrown down the 
stairs, but was carried in the arms of the priests, 
and beheaded at the bottom of the temple. His 
head was strung up in the Tzompantli^ among the 
skulls of the victims sacrificed to 7^62rcaf/ijooca, and 
his legs and arms, were dressed, and prepared for 
the tables of the nobles. After the sacrifice, a 
grand dance was performed by the colle^ate 
youths, and the nobles who were present at the fes- 
tival. At sunset, the virgins of the temple, made 
ft new offering, of bread baked with honey, which 
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bdng consecrated before the altar, was destined to 
reward the youths who should be the victors in a 
race ^ down the stairs of the temple; the conque- 
rors in this rjrmnastic contest, also received a gar- 
ment, and what was yet more valued, the plaudits 
of the priests and spectators. The festival was 
concluded by dismissing from the seminaries, all 
the youths and virgins who were marriageable. The 
jrouths who renuuned, mocked the others, with sa- 
tirical and humorous raillery, and threw at them, 
handfiills of rushes and other thin^ upbndding 
them with leaving the service of iheu* goa, for the 
pleasures of matnmony; the priests always grant- 
ing them indulgence in this emanation oi youtUful 
vivacitjr. 

In this month, the first festival of Huitzilqioch- 
Hi, was also celebrated. The priests made a statue 
of this god, of the full size of a man; the flesh 
bdng olTzokuaUiy an edible plant, and the bones 
of the wood Miz^ntL It was dressed in cotton, 
with a mantle of feathers; on the head was a small 
parasol of paper, adorned with beautiful plumes, 
and crowned oy a blood stained knife of flint stone; 
upon the breast a plate of gold, and painted repre- 
sentations of human bones, and a mangled carcass; 
indicating either the power of this ^od in battie, or 
the terrible revenge, which accordmg to their my- 
thol(^, he took on those who conspired against the 
honour and life of his mother. This statue, was 
borne on a litter, sustained by four wooden ser- 
pents, by four principal officers of the army, from 
the place where it was formed, to its destined altar. 
A circle of youths connected bv arrows, which tiiey 
held in their hands, carried before the litter a piece 
of paper more than fiffceen perches long, on which, 
the glorious actions of the aivinity were represent- 
ed, and which they sung to the sound of musical 
instruments. 
Y 2 
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The momii^ of the festival was celebrated by 
a great sacrmce of quails, attended by the 
kinff, the priests, and tne people. Of this great 
profusion of birds, part was dressed for the 
king's table, and the remainder reserved for a 
future occasion. Every person present at the fes- 
tival, carried a clay censer, in which he burned a 
quantity of bitumen, in offering to the ^od, and the 
residuum of the fuel used, was afterwards collected 
in a large stove, called Tlexictlu Hence this fes- 
tival was called, **the incensing of Huitzilopoch- 
tlL " Immediately after, followed the dance of the 
vireins and priests. The women dyed their faces, 
and adorned their arms with red feathers, on their 
heads they wore garlands of crisp leaves of maize, 
and in their hands, carried cleft canes grasping 
fla^ of cotton or paper. The faces of the 
priests were coloured black, their foreheads bound 
with small shields of paper, their lips daubed 
with honey, and their loins girded with paper aprons; 
each held a sceptre, at the extremity of which, was 
a flower and tuft of feathers. Upon the edge of 
the stove two men danced, bearing on their backs, 
cages of pine. During the dance, the priests, from 
time to time, touching the earth with the extremity 
of their sceptres, as if they rested upon them. 
These ceremonies had their particular si^fication 
and the dance was, from the festival cdled Tox- 
cachocoHa, In another jplace, the courtiers and 
warriors performed a similar game. The mu- 
sical instruments, usually placed in the centre, 
were on this occasion kept without and hid, so 
that their sound was heard, but the musicians were 
invisible. 

One year also, before this festival, the prisoner 
destined for sacrifice to Huitzilopochtli, was select- 
ed, and received the name of^ Ixteocaliy " wise 
lord of heaven." Like the victim to Tezcatlipoca, 
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he was allowed great freedom, but the latter, only 
was adored. On the daj of the festival he was clad 
in a curious habit, of painted paper, and on his 
head, a mitre of eagle feathers was placed, sur- 
mounted with a plume. Upon his bade he carried 
a small net, covered by a ba^, and thus accoutred, 
he minded in the dance of the courtiers. He was 
allowed to set the hour of the sacrifice, and at his 
pleasure, presented himself to the priests, in whose 
arms, and not upon the altar, the sacrificer broke 
his breast, and tore out his heart. When the sacri- 
fice was ended, the priests began a dance, which 
continued during the remainder of the dav, excep- 
ting the intervals employed to repeat the onerings of 
incense. At this festival, also, the priests made 
a slight cut on the breast and abdomen of tiie chil- 
dren of both sexes, bom within the preceding year. 
This was the sign by which the nation specially 
acknowledged itself consecrated to tiie worship of 
its protecting god; and, hence, several authors have 
iiiierred, that me rite of circumcision was estiJ;)li8h- 
ed among the Mexicans. But, if possibly, the 
people of Yucatan and the Totonacas used such a 
rite, it was not practised by the Mexicans, nor by 
any other nation of ihe empire. 

in the sixth month, which began upon the sixth 
of June, the third festival of the gpa Tlaloc, was 
celebrated. The temple was strewed in a curious 
manner with rushes, irom the lake of CitlaUepeCf 
and upon this occasion the principles of order and 
justice were singularly violated. The priests em- 
ployed to gather rushes, assailed with impunity all 
passengers whom they met, plundering, and some- 
times even stripping them naKcd, and beating them 
if they made resistance. 

At the festival, they eat of gruel, called EtzaUif 
from which the month took the name of Etzdqwd'- 
iztU. Several prisoners were sacrificed, clothed ilk 
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the habits of the god and lus companions, thdr 
hearts cast in a vortex of the lake, -in the presence 
of a great crowd of people, where two children of 
either sex, were at the same time immolated to ob-> 
tain the necessary rain for the fields. Upon this 
occasion, such ministers of the temple, as in the 
course of that year, had either been ne^igent in 
office, or convicted of a misdemeanor, not capital, 
were expelled from the priesthood, and received a 
severe chastisement by bmg repeatedly immersed 
in the water. 

In the seventh month, commencing the 26th of 
June, was held the festival of Huixtocihuatlf the 
goddess of salt. On the preceding day the women 
engaged in a dance, in which they were gracefully 
connected by wreaths of flowers, and adorned by 
garlands of wormwood. A female prisoner repre- 
senting the goddess, was placed in the centre. 
The dance, accompanied oy a song, continued 
during the night; and in the morning that of 
the priests b^an, which lasted the whole day, with- 
out other interruption than the sacrifice: The 
priests wore decent garments, and held in their 
hands beautiful yellow flowers, called CempoalxO' 
chitl, or Indian carnations. At sunset, the priso- 
ner was slau^tered, and the festival concluded 
with sumptuous banquets. 

The whole of this month was devoted to festivi- 
ty. The people wore their best dresses, dances 
and amusements in their gardens were frequent^ 
the populace pursued the chase, and the nobles 
amused themselves with warlike exercises in the 
field, or in vessels upon the lake. 

In the eighth month, which began upon the 16th 
of July, a solemn festival was celebrated in honour 
of the goddess Centeotl^ under the name of XUonen^ 
her name changing, as we have already observed, 
according to the state of the maize. On this festi- 
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val^ they called her Xilonen, because the ear tC 
the maize, whilst the grain was still tender, was 
called Xilotl. It continued eig^t dajB, during 
which, the dance was uninterrupted in her temple; 
and the king and nobles distributed meat and 
drink to the populace. Offerings were made to the 

Etsj the nobles entertained each other, ma- 
reciprocal presents of gold, silver, beautiful 
ers, and cunous animals; and the j sung the glo- 
rious actions of their ancestors, and the nobleness 
and antiquity of their families. At sunset, when 
the fieasting of the populace was ended, the priests 
had their £uice, which continued four hours; and 
on that account there was a splendid illumination 
in the temple. The last day was celebrated by a 
dance of the nobles and warriors, among whom 
was also a female prisoner, the representative of the 
goddess, who was sacrificed at its close with other 
victims. The festival and the month had also the 
name ffueitecuilhuitl^ the great feast of the lords. 

In the ninth month, which began on the 5th of 
August, the second festival of Huitzilopochtii wai 
observed, on which, beside the usual ceremony, all 
the idols in the temples, and private houses were 
adorned with flowers; whence the month was 
called Tlaxochimaco. The nigjht preceding the 
festival wa$i emp^ojcd in preparing the meats for 
the next day. • a he nobles of both sexes danced 
together, the arms of the one resting on the should- 
ders of the other. This dance, which lasted until 
the evening, finished with the sacrifice of prisoners. 
In this month also, the festival of JacateuctlU the 
god of commerce, was held, accompanied with sa- 
crifices. 

In the tenth month, beginning on the ^th of Au- 
gust, was the festivsd of XiuhtmciUf god of fire. 
Some months preceding it, the priests broudit firom 
the forests a large tree, which they planted in the 
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QBder area of the temple. The day before the 
festival they stripped off its branches and bark, 
and adorned it witn punted paper, and it was then 
revered as the image of the god. The owners 
of prisoners sacrificed on this occasion, djed their 
bodies with red ochre, to resemble in some measure 
the colour of fire, and were dressed in their best 
garments. Thej accompanied their prisoners to 
uie temple, and passed the night in sin^ng and 
dancine with them. On the succeding day, at the 
hour of sacrifice, the;^ bound the hancS and feet of 
the victims, ' and sprinkled the powder of Jauhtll 
in their faces, to oenumb their senses, that thdr 
torments might be less painfiiL Then thej b^an 
to dance, each with his victim upon his back, whom 
in succession thej threw into alarge fire, kindled 
in the area, from which they soon mer drew them, 
with hooks of wood, to complete the sacrifice upcm 
the altar in the ordinary way. This monUi, bore 
the name Xocohtietzi, or tne maturity of fruits. 
The Tlascalans called the ninth month U^ccaU" 
heuitlj or the festival of the dead; because, in that 
month they made obl&tions for the souls of the de- 
ceased; and the tenth, Hueimiccailhuitl^ or the 
grand festival of the dead; because, in that, they 
wore mourning, and lamented the decease of their 
ancestors. 

In the eleventh month, solemn honours were paid 
to Teteoinan^ the mother of the gods. Five aays 
before the commencement of this month, which 
was on the 14th of September, all festivities 
ceased. The dance which occupied the first eidit 
days, was lugubrious, and without music. At its 
conclusion, a female prisoner was invested with the 
habiliments of the goddess, and received, during 
four days, the kindest attentions from the women^ 
and particularly from the mid wives. After which, 
ehe was led to the temple and sacrificed; not how- 
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ever, in the common mode, but bdng placed onilie 
shoulders of another woman, she was beheaded* 
Her skin was stripped off, and carried bj a youth, 
with numerous attendants, as an offering to the god 
SuitzUopochtK^ in remembrance of the inhuman 
sacrifice of the princes of Colhuacan; at the same 
time, four prisoners were immolated, in commemo- 
ration of the four Xochimilcans, who had been sa- 
crificed during thdr captivity in Colhuacan. In 
tiiis month also, the armies were reviewed, and re- 
cruited; the nobles and populace performed the 
religious duty of sweeping the temples, whence the 
month had the name of OchpamztUj or sweeping; 
and the streets and aqueduct were repaired wiUi 
many superstitious rites. 

In the twelfth month, bednning upon the 4th 
of October, the Mexicans celebrated the arrival of 
the gOKls, expressed by the word Teotkco^ their 
name for the month and the festival. On the 
16th day they covered all the temples, and the 
comer stones of the streets of the city, with green 
branches. On the 18th, the gods, according to 
their tradition, began to arrive; the first of whom, 
was Tezcatlipoca. Before his sanctuary, a mat of 

Salm tree leaves was spread, and springled with 
our of maize. 

All the preceding night, the high priest watch- 
ed, and when he discovered footsteps upon the 
flour, impressed doubtless by a confederate, cric^ 
out, " Our great god has amved." Upon whicht 
the other pnests, accompanied by the people, re- 
paired thither to adore him, and celebrate his ad- 
vent, with hymns and dances, during the rest of 
the ni^t On the following days, omer gods suc- 
cessively arrived, and on the twentieth, when they 
bad all come, a number of youths, dressed in the 
form of various mobsters, danced around a large 
fire, into wUch, from time to time, they tjurew 
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prisoners, who were consumed as burnt offering. 
At sun set all delivered themseWes up to debauch, 
justifying their excesses, bj the belief, that tibe 
wine drank, would serve to wash the feet of their 
divinities. 

In the thirteenth month, beginning on the 24th 
of October, was the festival of the gods of the wa- 
ter, and of the mountains. But the name Tqpdl^ 
htdtl^ which it bore, related only to the latter. On 
this occasion, small mountains oi paper were raised, 
on which were placed some little serpents of wood 
or roots, and iaols called JEhecatotontin, eovered 
with a species of paste. These were worshipped 
Upon the altars as representations of the mountain 
deities, bv hymns, and the ofierins of incense and 
meats. Prisoners were also sacrificed, to whom a 
particular name was ^ven, alluding, probably, to 
some mystery of which we are ignorant. Thcr 
were clothea in painted paper, besmeared with 
elietic gum, and carried in procession in lit- 
ters, afrer which they were slain in the usual 
manner. 

In the fourteenth month, which commenced on 
the 13th of November, was the festival of Mtxcocitlj 
the goddess of the chase. It was preceded by four 
days of rigid and general fasting, accompamed by 
e£msion oi blood, during which, arrows and darts, 
for the supply of the arsenals were made; and 
also, small javelins, which, with some pieces of 
pine and meats, were placed one day upon the 
tombs of relatives, and on the next burned. When 
the fast was over, the inhabitants of Mexico and 
Tlatelolco, went out to a general chase in the 
neighbouring mountains; and all the animals which 
they caught, were brought, with great rejoi- 
cings, to the cities, and sacrificed to tiie goddess; 
the kinguniting in the chase, and assisting at the 
idtar. This month had also the name of QuechoUty 
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because at this season the beautifiil Flamingo, thus 
called by the Mexicans, made its aj^pearance on the 
banks of the lake. 

In the fifteenth month, the first day of which 
corresponded with the 3d day of December, the 
third and principal festival of Jluitzilopochtliy and 
his brother was cdebnited. On the first day of the 
month, the pnesis formed statues of those gods, of 
different seeds, cemented together witii the blood 
of children that had been sacrificed, in which the 
bones were supplied bj pieced of wood of the 
aoacia. These were Maced upon the principal 
altar of the temple, and watched by the priests au- 
rin|; the nidit. And on the following day, received 
their benediction, which was also given to a small 
quantity of water, preserved in the temple for 
sprmkliK the fiice of any new king of Mexico, or 
commander in chief of the armies. Of this water, 
the latter was also required to drink. When the 
statues were consecrated, a dance of both sexes 
b^an, and continued daily for three or four hours 
during the month. At tms festival a vast deal of 
blood was shed. Four days before its commence- 
ment, the owners of the victims observed a fast, and 
painted their bodies of various colours. In the 
miHming of the twentieth day, a solemn procession 
was made. One priest earned a serpent of wood, 
high in his hands, called Ezpamitl^ the badge of 
the gods of war^ another bore a standard, such as 
was used in the armies; after them came a third, 
who carried the statue of the god Painalton^ the 
vicar of Huitzilopochtii; then followed the vic- 
tims with other pnests, and lastly the people. The 
Srocession marcned from the ^eater temple, to the 
istrict of Teotiacho, where it stopped, while two 
prisoners of war, and some purchased slaves, were 
sacrificed; thence it proceeded to Tlatelolco, Fo«> 
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"poUtLf and Chapoltepec, and other districts, and 
afterwards re-entered the temple. 

This circuit of nine or ten miles, on which sa- 
crifices of quails, and probably human victims were 
made at eyery stage, consumed the greater part of 
the day. When arrived at the temple, the statue 
of Painalton, and the standard, were placed upon 
the altar of Huitzilopochtlij the king offered in- 
cense to the two statues of seeds, and then ordered 
another procession to be made round the temple, 
at the conclusion of which, and at the close of 
tiie day, the rest of the prisoners and slaves were 
immolated. That night, also, the priests kept 
watch, and the next morning they earned the statue 
in paste of Huitzilopochtli, to the great hall of the 
temple, and there, in the presence only of the king, 
four principal priests, and four superiors of the 
seminaries, the priest Quetzalcoatl^ who was the 
chief of the Tlamacazqui or jsenance-doerSf threw 
a dart at the statue, which pierced it throu^ and 
through. When the god was supposed to have 
been slain, one of the principal priests cut out the 
heart and gave it to the king to eat. The body 
was divided into two parts, one was given to the 
people of Tlatelolco, and the other to the Mexicans. 
Eacn part was again divided into four, for the four 
quarters of the city, and each of these into as many 
minute particles, as there were men in each quar- 
ter. This ceremony was termed Teocualo^ which 
signifies, the '' TTie edible God.^^ The women never 
tasted this sacred paste, probably, because they had 
no concern with the profession of arms. We are 
ignorant whether the same use was made of the 
statue of Tlacahuepan. The month has the name 
of Pan^uetzaliztli^ or the raising of the standard 5 
and in it, the people employed themselves in re- 
newing the boundaries, and repairing the inclosures 
tf their fields. 
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In the gixteenth month, which beean upon the 
S3d of December, the fifth and last festiyal of the 
gods of water and the mountains, took place. The 
court prepared for it with the usual austerities, 
and by oblations of copal, and other aromatic 
gums. The people formed little figures of the 
mountains, which thej consecrated to those gods, 
and small idols of various edible seeds, of which 
when thej had worshipped them, they opened 
the breasts, and cut out the hearts witn a wea- 
ver's shuttle, and afterwards cut off the heads, 
in imitation of the rites of the sacrifices. The 
body was divided by the heads of families amongst 
their domestics, in order, that by eating of it, 
they might be preserved from certain distempers, 
to which persons negligent in the worship of those 
divinities, were supposed to be subject. They 
burned the habits in which they had dressed th^se 
idols, and preserved the ashes with the utmost care 
in their oratories, with the vessels in which the ima- 
ges had been formed; Besides these rites, usually 
observed in private houses, there were sacrifices of 
human victims in the temple. For four days pre- 
ceding the festival, a strict fast was observed, ac- 
companied with effusion of blood. This month was 
called Atemoztli^ a descent of the water. 

In the^ seventeenth montli, which began upon the 
12th of January, the festival of the goddess llama- 
teuctli was holden. A female prisoner who repre- 
sented her, clothed in the habit of the idol, was 
made to dance alone, to a tune which some old 
priests sung to her, and she was j)ermitted to ex- 
press her amiction at her approaching death; which 
however, was esteemed a bad omen irom other vic- 
tims. At sunset of the day of the festival, the 
priests adorned with the ensigns of various god9, 
sacrificed her in the usual manner; and afterwards 
cut off her head; and one of them taking it in hia 



>US HI8T0RT OF AKEMICJL (D8. tU 

.hand bMm a dance, in which lie:4wijoiiiMlbj flie 
vest tne priests during tiiis festhii nude c met 
down the stairs of the temj^e^ and on Hie fcUowniK 
day, die populace entertained tiieitisdfes witfi 
games similar to die Lapercaliai^ the Romansi Ibr 
Timoing throng die stmts, the^ beat all the «ro- 
Aen they met with litde ban of nay. In the same 
mondis they kept tiie festirJ of Mabm i iuciU^ gad 
<tf hell, at wUch they made a nocturnal sierifiocf off 
n prisoner; and, also, the second festival of Jacateuc* 
di, the god of the merchants. 

In die ri^teenth and last mondi, i^ich began 
on the first of February, the secimd festival cif the 
god of fire waa. observed. On die tenth day (Nftlie 
month, the ymMh wentoattohnntdiobeaiia cff die 
wood, and die birds of the lake. On diet ilirteentli, 
Ihe fires of the tanple and private hooaeilittelik- 
tinffuished, and recindled before th^ IM^'ttte 
go^ which was richly addroed on tte oeoiBlnrti 
-widi gems and beautifiil feadiers: Itelfitntiara 
presented all their spoils to the priests, on^ fktt of 
which, was consumed in burnt offerings to their 
'gods and the other was sacrificed, and afterwards 
dressed for the tables of the nobility and cler^. 
The women made oblations of Twnafit^ which 
they afterwards distributed among the hunters. 
One of the ceremonies observed upon this occasion, 
was that of boring and putting rings in the ears of 
all the children of each sex. But me greatest sdn- 
gnlaritj attending it, was its freedom nom human 
sacrifice. 

They celebrated likewise in this month, the se- 
cond festival of the mother of the gods, respecting 
which, however, we know nothing, except the ridi- 
culous custom of lifting up the children, by the 
ears into the air, from a belief that they wovJd be- 
'L^mne hi^er in stature. 
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After the eighteen months of the Mexican year 
were completed, upon the twenty-first of Februa- 
iT the five days called Nemontemi commenced, 
during which no festival was celebrated, nor any 
enterprise undertaken, because they were reckoned 
dies tnfausti or unlucky days. The child bom on 
any of them, if a boy, had the name oi Nemoauich" 
tlij useless mans if a girl, that of Nencihuattj usC" 
less woman. 

Among the festivals annually celebrated, the 
most solemn were the Tleoxihuitl^ or divine years, 
havingthe rabbit for their denominative cnarac- 
ten The sacrifices were then more numerous, the 
oblations more abundant, and the dances more 
solemn. In like manner, the festivals at the begin- 
ning of every period of thirteen years, were at- 
tended with additional pomp and gravity. 

But the festival celebrated every fifty-two yean 
was by far the most splendid, and most solemn. 
On the last night of the cycle, the people extin- 

fuished the fires of the temples and houses, and 
roke their vessels, earthen pots, and all other 
kitchen utensils, thus preparing for the end of the 
world, which they expected at the termination of 
each cycle. The pnests endued with the dresses 
and ensigns of their gods, accompanied by the peo<* 
pie, issued from the city, directing their way to the 
mountain Huixachtla, near Itztapalapan, six miles 
distant from the capital. They regulated their 
journey in some measure, by observation of the 
stars, that they might arrive at the mountain a lit- 
tle before midnight, on the top of which the new 
fire was to be kindled. In the mean time tiie peo- 
ple remained in the utmost suspense and solicitude; 
noping that with the new fire, a new cycle would 
be granted to mankind, and dreading that the refu- 
sal of heaven to rekindle it, would oe followed hr 
the destruction of the human race. Husbmid^ 
Z 2 
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covered the faces of their pr^;nant myes with the 
leaves of the aloe, and shut tnem up in granaries, 
lest thej should be converted into wild beasts and 
devour them. They also covered tiie faces of their 
children, to preserve them from being transformed 
into mice. Those who did not attend the priests, 
mounted upon terraces, to observe the event of the 
ceremony. The office of kindling the fire on this 
occasion belonged exclusively to &F^est of Cbpofco, 
one of tiie districts of the city. The instruments 
for this purpose, were, as we have already men- 
tioned, two pieces of wood, and the hearth on which 
the fire was kindled, was the breast of some brave 
prisoner, whom they sacrificed. As soon as the 
fire was lighted, shouts of joy broke from the mul- 
titude, and beacon fires blazed on the mountain. 
The overjoyed people snatched up portions of tiie 
sacred fire, and strove with each other who should 
carry it most speedily to their houses. The priests 
bore it to the greater temple of Mexico, firom 
whence, all the inhabitants of that capital were 
supplied. During the thirteen days following the 
renewal of the m-e, which were the intercsllary 
ones, the Mexicans employed themselves, in re- 
pairing and whitening the public and private build- 
ings, and in furnishing themselves witn new dresses 
and domestic utensils, in order that every thing 
might have the appearance of commencing with the 
new cycle. On tne first day of the year, corres- 
ponding to the 26th of February, no person was 
Eermitted to taste water before mid-day. At that 
our the sacrifices began, the number of which was 
suited to the grandeur of the occasion. Every 
place resounded with the voice of gladness and 
mutual congratulations on account of the new era, 
which heaven had granted. The illuminations du- 
ring the first nights were extremely magnificent; 
the ornaments of dress, entertainments, dances, 



and public games, were particularly splendid. 
Amongst the last, amidst an immense concourse of 
people, and the most lireljr demonstrations of joj, 
the game of the flyers, which we shall describe in 
anoiSier place, was exhibited. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

I. JFbrm of Government of the Meocican Nationj 
an Elective Monarchy.... \1> Elector 8 j how crea- 
ted.... 111. InstaUationof the King.... YV. Pow- 
er of the Monarchy his Ministers... ..Y. Em- 

hassadors VI. Courier s.....\ll. Posts..., 

VIII. The Nobility.... IX. The Laws regula- 
ting Property... X. Tlu Revenuesof the State. 
....XL Judicial Establishment.. ..'xH. Legis- 
lation and Laws XIII. Slavery..... XIY0 

Punishments.... X\. T7ie MUitary System of 
Mexico. 

I. The goyemment of the Mexican nation, da- 
ring its migratory state, and for tweniy-seven years 
after the foundation of the capital, was aristocratic. 
In the year 1 352, as we have seen, it was conver-^ 
ted into a monarchy by the elevation of Acama- 
pitzin to the throne. The crown was never here- 
ditary, but always elective. The first choice was 
' most probably indicated by the voice of the whole 
nation. But the election of the second king was 
made by electors, selected by, and representing the 
nobles; and this mode was ever after preserved. 
In the commencement of the monarchy, the scope 
for selection was unlimited; and Acamapitzin re- 
turned his sceptre to the people, that tney might 
choose a successor most agreeable to themselves. 
The choice fell upon his son, who was succeeded 
by his brother; and from the accession of Chimal- 
popoca, it would seem, that the crown was settied 
in his family, and that the election was always 
made from the brothers, or if there were none, from 
the nephews of the last reigning monarch, and that, 
no regard was paid to primogeniture. This singu- 
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lar STBtem obviated in some measure, die evil of 
hereditary succession; exciting the members of the 
royal family to the acquisition of those qualities, 
which ren^red them competent to fulfil the duties 
of the throne, and which might make them accep- 
table to the nation. But it offered also frequent 
occasions for intrigue and dissension. Yet, the 
annals of Mexico contain no instance of a contest 
for the crown, until after the subjugation of Mon- 
tezuma. In Acolhuacan and l^cuba, the sove- 
raentywas hereditary; the sons succeeding their 
fathers, not according to the order of their birth, 
but acoMrding to their rank; those bom of the queen, 
or principal wife, being preferred. But from those 
tte reding king might nominate his successor. 

II. The electors, were chosen bj the nobles, 
from the first rank of the nobilily, and commonly 
from the royd family, for the occasion only. Then: 
cAce expired with the first exercise of their func- 
tions$ and others were immediately selected. K a 
vacancy happened in their number, it was instantly 
supplied by a new appointment In the time of 
Itzcoatl, the kin^ of Acolhuacan and Tacuba, 
were added to this college; but their office was 
merely honorary. They formally ratified the choice 
of the four electors, but never interfered with the 
election. After due funeral honours had been ren- 
dered to the deceased king, the electoral college 
was convened; and when a choice was made, the 
honorary electors and the chief nobles were sum- 
moned to the installation. 

III. A procession having been formed, in which 
the feudatories appeared with their distinctive ban- 
ners, the allied princes conducted the monarch 
elect, to the temple. His deportment on this oc- 
casion was extremely humble. No ensign of roy- 
alty was apparent, arid he was even stri^)ed of all 
clothing, save the Maxtlatl^ or girdle round the 
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loins. He was aided to mount the steps of the 
sanctuary, by two officers of the court, and was 
received by the high priest, attended by the most 
respectable ministers of the al tar. The king having 
worsliipped the chief idol by touching the earth 
with his hand, and afterwards conyeyins it to his 
mouth, the priest covered his body wim a black 
unguent, and besprinkled him four times with wa- 
ter, which had been consecrated at the great festi- 
val of Huitzilopochtli; using on this occasion a be^ 
8om made of cedar, willow, and corn leaves. He 
was then clad in a mantle, on which were painted 
skulls and bones of the dead, over his head were 
thrown two cloaks, one red, and the other blue, 
covered with like emblems of mortality. A gourd 
was suspended from his neck, containmg a powder 
deemed a preventive against disease, scnrcery, and 
treason. And a censer and bag of copal were 
given to him, that he might offer incense to the 
gods. After this act of devotion, which the kine 
performed on his knees, the high priest, the allied 
sovereigns, and the principal nooles, made him 
studied haran^es^ congratulating him on his ele- 
vation, descanting on the obligations he had assumed, 
and earnestly recommending zeal for justice and 
religion, and the defence of his kingdom. And Go- 
mara affirms, that he was required to swear, that he 
would maintain the ancient religion and laws, and 
would make the sun observe his course, the clouds 
to pour down rain, the rivers to flow, and all fruits 
to ripen. These ceremonies being completed, the 
king descended to the lower area of the temple, 
where the mass of the nobles awaited to pay him 
homage, and to tender him rich presents of jewels 
and robes. Thence he proceeded to a seclu- 
ded chamber of the temple, where, during four 
days, he observed a rigid fast, bathed twice a day, 
and after each bath, drew bkod from his ears. 
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which mingled with copal he offered to Huitzilo- 
pochtli, with prayers for wisdom to govern his 
Kingdom with justice and prudence. On the fifth 
day he was conducted to his palace, where, the 
nreat lords attended to receive a new investiture of 
uieir fiefs. Then followed the rejoicings of the 
people, accompanied by entertainments, dancing, 
and illuminations. 

Previous to his coronation, it was necessary, ac- 
cording to the custom introduced by the first Mon- 
tezuma, tiiat the new sovereign should obtain in 
battle, the victims for the sacrifice attending it. 
Occasions for war were never wanting. The Mexi- 
can lust of dominion, and the restless impatience 
with which their yoke was borne, gave perpetual 
cause for hostilities. 

The honour of crowning his Suzerain, pertained 
to the king of Acolhuacan. The diadem, called 
copaUi^ was a species of mitre, the forepart risi^ 
to a point, and the hinder falling over the neck. It 
was, according to the taste of the wearer, composed 
of plates of eoTd, or of sold tissue, omamentea with 
brilliant feauiers. In his palace, the monarch wore 
the Xiuhtilmaili^ a mantle of blue and white mix- 
ture; in the temple a robe of spotless white; on 
public occasions, his garment varied with his em- 
ployment. One dress was appropriated to the trial 
of civil, another to the audit of criminal causes; 
and on all occasions he wore his crown. When he 
went abroad, he was attended by a great retinue of 
nobles, and preceded by an officer bearing three 
rods, made oi gold and odorous wood, whidi, like 
fasces of the Roman consuls, intimated the pre- 
sence of the sovereign power. 

IV. In the commencement of the monarchy, the 
power of the kings was circumscribed, their au- 
thority was patriarchal, their conduct humane, and 
their revenue moderate. But thdjr magnificence 
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and pomp, kept pace with the extension of the em- 
pire, ana tliej usurped new powers until they at- 
tained that despotism, so conspicuous and abMAute^ 
in the reign of the last Montezuma. 

The kings of Mexico and Acolhuacan, had, re- 
spectivel J, three councils, composed of nobles of 
the first rank, without whose advice, no measure of 
importance was undertaken. In the histoiy of die 
conquest, we find Montezuma in frequent delibera- 
tion with his council on the pretensions of the Span- 
iards^ and in the sixty-first painting of the collec- 
tion of Mendoza, we have a representation of some 
of the counsellors seated in the council hall. 

Aroon^ the officers of state, there were— Ae 
Hudcaiptxqui^ or grand treasurer, who receiyel 
the provincial tributes, and kept a regular account 
of receipts and disbursements;— a sub-treasurer, 
who had char^ of the crown jewels, and superin- 
tended the artists who wrought them:— another who 
directed the workers in feathers, who had their 
workshops in the ro jal aviary;— and a grand fores- 
ter, who overlooked the royal chases, and kept 
tiiem stocked with game. 

V. Embassadors were selected from the nobles, 
distinguished by their birth and their eloquence. 
Several individuals were usually joined in a com- 
mission, and were known by a peculiar costume, 
consisting of a green habit similar to the scapulary 
or small cloak of some religious orders of Europe, 
from which hung locks of cotton. Their hair was 
entwined with gay plumes, to which like locks ^ 
various colours were also pendant. In their right 
hands they carried an arrow, with the point depress- 
ed» and in their left a shield, with a net for their 
provisions. Their persons were held sacred; and 
they were every where highly regarded, whilst thcj 
kept the great road leading to the place of the 
destination; but if they deviated from that, tiu 
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were no longer protected by their official character. 
When they arrived near to the state to which they 
were sent, they awaited an escort to conduct them 
to the residence allotted to public functionaries. 
These attendants, usually noble, burned incense 
before them, and presented them bouquets of flow- 
ersj and after they had reposed, led them to the 
ball of audience, where they were received by 
tiic prince and his council. The envoys having 
made a profound reverence, sat down upon theit 
heels, in the middle of the hall, and in silence 
expected a sign, to speak. At the signal, the 
CMmtor of the party, aiter another obeisance, de- 
livered his message with a low voice, in a studied 
address, which was attentively heard by the prince 
and his ministers, who kept their heads so much 
iaelified, that they almost touched their knees. 
When he had concluded, the embassadors returned 
to their lodgings, where, after due consideration 
had been given to their embassy, they received an 
answer. In the meanwhile, they were abundantly 
supplied with provisions, and received some valua- 
ble presents; and upon their return, were attended 
from the city by the same persons who welcomed 
their arrival. If the state to which they were sent 
were friendly, it was deemed dishonourable to re- 
ject the presents ofifered; but if it were hostile, 
they could accept no ^ts, without the express per- 
mission of their master. 

VI. The couriers, whom the Mexicans fre<juently 
employed, also bore distinguishing badges, indica- 
ting the nature of the tidings with whicn they were 
charged. If one of these carried news of defeat 
in battle, he wore his hair loose and disordered; 
and proceeded in doomy silence to the palace, 
where, kneeling before the king, he communicated 
ihe intelligence. But, if he were the messenger of 
victory, his hair was bound with a coloured ribbon 
A a 
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his bod J girt with a white cotton cloth, in hb left 
hand he held a shield, in his right a sword, whick 
he brandished as in conflict, and singing the glori-* 
ous actions of the warriors, he was conducted by 
the people, with rejoicings, to the royal presence. 
Vll. In one respect, at least, the policy of the 
Mexicans was in advance of civilized Europe. 
They had a regular and excellent establishment of 
posts. In order that intelligence might be speedily 
conveyed, there were erected on all the hignwajs, 
small towers about six miles distant from each 
other, where couriers were always in waiting to set 
out with dispatches. When one was sent off, he 
ran quickly to the next stage, and delivered to 
another, the pictorial writing or other matter with 
which he was charged $ the second hastened wiib 
like speed ; and thus by a rapid and unintermjyted 
conveyance, intelligence was sometimes transmitted 
three nundred miles in a single day. By this meani^ 
also, fresh fish were daily brought to MontezunMi 
the Second, from the gulph of Mexico, two hundred 
miles distant from tne capital. These couriers 
were exercised in running from their infancy, and 
in order to encourage them, the priests, under 
whom they were trained, bestowed rewards on the 
victors in the race. 

VIII. The nobility of Anahuac was divided into 
several classes, all of which were included by the 
Spaniards under the name Cacicjue.* Each had 
its peculiar privileges, and distinctive costume. By 
the latter, notwithstanding the Mexican dress waa 
very simple, the character of the wearer was im- 
mediately understood. To the nobles alone, were 
allowed ornaments of gold and gems; and to them^ 
from the time of the last Montezuma, exclusively 

• The word Cacwuef is derived from Haiti; the Mexi« 
cans, called a lord, Tiatoanif and the higher noblesy JPiOif and 
TeuotU. 
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belonged, the high offices of the court, the magis- 
tracy, and the army. 

The highest rank of nobility in Mexico, Tlas- 
cala, Huexotzinco, and in Cnolula, was termed 
Teuctlu To obtain it, the candidate must have 
been of noble birth, have given proof in several 
battles of the highest courage, have attained mature 
age, and have possessed great wealth,' in order to 
sustain the di^itj. He was obliged beside to un- 
dergo a year of penance, consisting of peipetual fasts 
anaeffusion of Mood, abstinence n*om all commerce 
with women, and unrepining endurance of insults, 
reproaches and indignities, inflicted for the purpose 
01 trying his patience and fortitude. From a per- 
foration of the cartilage of the nose, some grains 
of gold, the chief insignia of his rank were sus- 

S ended. When about to be invested with the or- 
er, he was stripped of his penitential habit, and 
clothed with magnificent attire; his hair was brai- 
ded with a ribbon of red leather, from which hung 
tassels of variegated plumes. The ceremony of inves- 
titure, was performed in the upper area of the tem- 
ple, by a pnest, who afterwaras addressed the can- 
didate in a congratulatory harangue. From thence 
he descended to the lower area, and joined other 
nobles in a dance appropriate to the occasion; 
which was succeeded by a sumptuous entertain- 
ment, at his expense, to the chief officers of the 
state, to whom he likewise made liberal presents. 
On such occasions, there were frequently consumed, 
according to some authors, from ten to sixteen hun- 
dred turkies, a proportionate quantity of deer, rab- 
bits, and other animals, with an incredible quanti- 
ty of cacao in various beverages, and of the choi- 
cest fruits of the country. The titie Teuctli^ was , 
used as an agnomen to the propyl* name; as Che* 
chemeca-teuctn^ PiUteuctlL Tnis order took pre- 
cedence of all others in the senate^ in sitting and 
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votiiKg, and ihe members eDJojed the high honour 
of having a servant seated behind them on all occa- 
sions. 

Titles of nobilitj were for the most part here- 
ditary. Until the downfall of the empire manj 
illttstrious Aztec families, who laid the foundation 
of the city, preserved themselves in ^eat splendour; 
and several branches of these ancient houses still 
exbt, thou^ obscured by misfortune and confound- 
ed with the vulgar. 

IX. Throughout the empire, with the exception 
relating to the royal family, which we have men- 
tioned, all the ri^ts of the £a,ther descended to his 
sons, and in default of lineal heirs, to nephews or 
other collateral males. Territorial possessions were 
divided between the crown, the nobility, the com- 
munities, and the temples, and appropnate records 
were kept of these divisions, upon accurate maps. 
•The lands of the crown were painted in purple, 
those of the nobles in scarlet, and those of the 
communities in yellow; and thus, at a glance, the 
extent and boundaries of the different estates were 
distinguished. After the conquest, the Spanish 
magistrates made use of these maps, to decide all 
disputes among the Indians, concerning the proper- 
ty or possession of lands. 

The lands of the crown called TecpantlaUi, 
were usually granted to certain lords, called Tec- 
panpouhque^ or Tecpanilaca^ people of the palace; 
who enjoyed the temporary use and profits, upon 
condition of rendering to the king, some flowers 
and birds when they visited him, of superintending 
the erection and repair of the palaces and the cul- 
tivation of the royal gardens; and of waiting at 
court, and attending the monarch when he appear- 
ed in public. On the death of a usufructuary, his 
eldest son succeeded to his possessions and his du- 
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ties; but if he established himself elsewhere than 
at court, the lands reverted to the crown. 

The lands called PiUalli^ or of the nobles^ were 
ancient possessions, transmitted by inheritance 
from father to son^ or the rewards ootained, from 
the king, in recompense of services to the state. 
These were alienable, when granted without a 
prohibiting condition, but they could not be con- 
yeyad to plebians. 

The inheritance descended in the order of pri- 
mogeniture, but if the first bom son were incapa- 
ble of managing the estate, the father was at liber- 
ie, to appoint any of his sons, his heir; on condition 
tnat he secured a provision for the rest A species 
cf Salique law prevailed, at least in Tlascala; die 
daughters beins excluded from the inheritance, lest 
tfie estate should fall to a stranger. The fiefs com- 
menced at the time that Xolotf divided the lands of 
Anahuac among the Chechemecan and Acolhuacan 
lords, under the feudal conditions, of fealty, ho- 
mage, aids, and military service. But the fiefs 
were few in number, and differed from those of the 
feudal system of Europe, not being perpetual in 
their nature, but subject to annual renewal of the 
form of investiture. The lands called AltepetldUiy 
or those of the communities of cities and villages, 
were divided into as many parts, as there were 
districts in the commune; and each district had 
exclusive possession of the part assigned to it. 
These were inalienable, and some of them were 
appropriated to the supply of provisions for the 
army. 

A. The conquered provinces were tributary to 
the crown, in me fruits, animals, and minoius of 
the country, according to a rate prescribed; and a 
tax was assessed on all merchants and artists, 
which was paid in kind. In the capital of every 
rr .' tprr. 'v. ^-^r'ncs were built to receive the reve- 



070 HIST0&7 OP A1C£BICA« OH. VII. 

nues. Officers employed in this duty, were uni- 
versally odious, as well on account of the office 
itself, as the severity used in its execution. Their 
badges of distinction were a small rod borne in one 
hand, and a fan oi feathers in the other. The roy- 
al treasurers kept painted rolls, in which were de- 
scribed* all the tributary places, and the quality and 
<][uantiiy of the revenues in each. In the collec- 
tion of Mendoza, there are thirty-six paintings of 
this kind,^ and on each are represented the prin- 
cipal places of one or more provinces of the em- 
pire. 

In order to give the reader an idea of the Mex- 
ican resources, we state some of the tributes. 

The cities of Xocanocho, Huehuetlan, Mazatlan, 
and others upon the coast, paid* annually to the 
crown, beside the dresses made of cotton, four 
thousand handfuls of feathers of different colours, 
two hundred bags of cacao, forty tiger skins, and 
a hundred and sixty birds, of various plumage. 
HuaxjacaCj Cojolopan^ AtlacuechahxMJan^ and 
other places, belonging to the Zapotecas, paid forty 

Elates of gold of a determinate size, and twenty 
ags of cochineal: Tlachquiancho^ Azotlan^ 
twenty vases, of a certain measure, full of gold, in 
powder: Tochtepec^ Otlatitlan^ CozamaUoapan, 
Michapan, on the Mexican gulph, beside garments 
of cotton, gold, and cacao, contributed seventy- 
four thousand handfuls of feathers, six necklaces, 
two of the finest emeralds, and four, more ordina- 
ry^ twenty ear-rings of amber, adorned with gold, 

• The thirty-six paintings hegin with the 13th, and end with 
the 48th. In the copy of them published by Thevenot, the 21st 
and 22d, are wanting, and for the most part, the figures of the 
tributary cities. The copy published in Mexico, in 1770, is still 
less perfect, for it wants, the 21st, 22d, 38th, 39tli, and 40tli, of 
Mendoza's collection; and lias a number of errors in the inter- 

S relation; but it has the advantage over Thevenot's, of having 
ie figures of the citiec^ and of being all executed on plates. 



CH. VIL MEXICO. Sri 

and as many of chrystal; a hundred cups of liquid 
amber, and sixteen thousand balls of me, or das- 
tic gum. TVpc/flcac, Quecholac^ TecamacJialco, 
Acatzinco^ furnished four thousand sacks of lime, 
four thousand loads of Atatli^ or solid canes, for 
building, and as many loads of smaller size, for 
darts, and eight thousand loads of acajetly or reeds 
filled with aromatic substances. Malinaltepecj 
Tfatcozauhtitlan^ Olinallan^ Ichcatlan^ Qualac^ and 
other places of the warm regions, six hundred cups 
of honey, forty large basins of tecozahuUU or yd- 
low ochre, for painting, a hundred and sixty axes 
of copper, forty round plates of gold, ten small 
measures of fine turquoises, and one load of ordi- 
nary turquoises: Quauhnahuac^ FancMmalcOj 
Macholoajariy Xiuhtepecj Huitzilac^ and other dis- 
tricts of the Tlahuicas^ sixteen thousand pieces, 
or large sheets of paper, and four thousand Xicallij 
natural vases, of aifferent sizes: Quauhtitlan^ 
TehuiUojocan^ and other towns of the same vicin- 
i^e, eight thousand mats, and as many seats or 
chairs. Other places contributed fuel, stone^ 
beams, and planks, fit for buildings, and copal. 
Other tributaries were required, to send to the 
iHo^al palaces and forests, birds and quadrupeds. 
Thus, the people of Xilotepec^ Michmalajan^ and 
other places in the country of the Otomies^ contri- 
buted annually, forty live eagles. The Matlatzin-' 
casj who were subjected to the crown of Mexico, 
by AxajacatU besides the tribute represented in 
tne twenty -seventh painting of the collection of 
Mendoza, were compelled to cultivate a field, 
about seven hundred perches long, and half as 
broad, for the purpose of furnishing the royal army 
with provisions. These large contributions, the 
great presents which the governors of provinces, 
and the feudatory lords made to the king, together 
with the spoils of war, formed the great nches^ 
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I 'which excited so much admiration in the Spanish 

conquerors, and occasioned so much misery to his 
unfortunate subjects. The tributes, at first mode- 
rate and easy, became at last excessive and one- 
rous. It is true, that a great part was expended 
for the benefit of the subjects, in the support of 
ministers and magistrates, in the reward of public 
services, in the relief of the indigent, particularly 
of the aged, widows, and orphans, the three classes 
most compassionated by the Mexicans, and also by 
opening me royal granaries, in times of great scar- 
city, to the nation^ but how many of these unhappy 
people, who were unable to pay tne tributes deman- 
dea from them, must have sunk under the weight 
of their misery, while the royal benificence did not 
reach them 1 To oppressive taxes were added, the 
greatest rigour in collecting them. Whoever did 
not pay the tribute prescribed, was sold for a slave, 
in order to purchase witli his liberty, what he could 
not gain by nis industry. 

XI. For the administration of justice, the Mex- 
icans had various tribunals. At court, and in the 
more considerable places of the kingdom, there 
was a supreme magistrate, named Cihuatcoatl, 
whose authority was so great, that from the senten- 
ces pronounced by him, either in civil or criminal 
causes, no appeal was permitted. He had the ap- 
pointment 01 the inferior judges^ and the receivers 
of the royal revenues, within his district, rendered 
their accounts to him. Any one who used his in- 
signia, or usurped his authority, was punished with 
death. 

The tribunal of the Tlacatecatl, inferior to the 
first, was composed of three judges^ namely, of 
the Tlacatecatl^ who was the chief, from whom the 
tribunal took its name, and of two others, who 
were called Quauhnochtli^ and Tlanotlac. They 
took cogTizmcc of civil and criminal causes, in 
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the first and second instance, although sentence 
was pronounced in the name only of tne TlaccUC' 
catl. They met daily in the public hall, called 
Tlatzontecojan^ or the place of judgment, to which 
belonged several other officers of justice, where 
they heard attentively, all litigations, and pronoun- 
ced sentence acording to the laws. If a cause was 
purely civil, there was no appeal from this court; 
out, if of a criminal nature, an appeal lay to the 
CihuatcoatL The sentence was published by the 
Tepojotl, or public cryer, and was executed by the 
Quaunocktllf one of the three judges. The pub- 
lic cryer, and the executive minister of justice, 
were held in high esteem, as the representatives 
of the king. 

In every district of the city resided a TeuctHj 
who was the deputy of the TlaccUecatl^ elected 
annually by the people. He took cognizance in 
the first instance, of the causes within nis district, 
and daily reported to, and received orders from, 
tlie Cihuatcoatl^ or the TlacatecatL Besides these 
Teuctli, there were in every district commissaries, 
elected in the same manner, named Centecthqnxque, 
but they do not appear to have been judges, but 
patriarchal guardians, charged with the conduct of 
a certain number of families. Next to the Teuctli 
were the Taquithtoque^ or bailiffs, who carried the 
notifications of the ma^strates, and summoned the 
accused; and the ToptUi^ or goaler. In Acolhu- 
acan, the judicial power was divided amon^t 
seven principal cities. The judges remained in 
their tribunals from sunrise until evening. Their 
meals were brought to them; and that they might 
not be distracted by care for their families, nor be 
open to corruption, they had lands and labourers 
assigned to them which pertaining to their offices 
passed to their successors. In causes of importance, 
they never pronounced sentence without directions 
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from the king. Every Mexican month, an assem- 
bly of all the judges was held before the monarch, 
to determine all causes then undecided. If from 
their intricacy they were not then finished, they 
were reserved for another more solemn court, held 
every eighty days, and therefore called Nappctp- 
saUatoUt^ or the Conference of Eighty^ at which 
they were finally decided, and in the presence of 
that whole assembly, punishment was mflicted on 
the guilty. The king pronounced sentence, by 
drawinff a line with the point of an arrow upon the 
head of the guilty^ ana this act was painted on 
the process. 

In the tribunals of the Mexicans, the contending 
parties pleaded tlieir own causes. In crimimu 
cases, the accuser was required to produce witness- 
es; but the accused might clear himself from guilt, 
by his oath or wager ot law. Disputes concerning 
land, were determined by maps, or other authentic 
records. 

XII. The magistrates gave judgment according 
to the laws, which were duly represented by paint- 
ings. Of lliese, Clavigero says, he has seen many, 
and has extracted from them, a part of that which 
we lay before the reader. The legislative power 
in Tezcuco, was in the king. Among the Mexi- 
cans, the first laws were enacted by the nobles; but 
subsequently, the kings became the legislators of 
the nation; and while their authority was confined 
within moderate limits, they were zealous in the 
observance of the laws, which they, or their ances- 
tors had promulgated. In the last years of the 
monarchy, the laws were subject to the caprice of 
tlie despots. 

A traitor was condemned to be torn in pieces; 
and his relations, privy to the treason, who aid not 
discover it, were depnved of their liberty. 

Whoever in war, or in public rejoicmgs, used 
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the insignia of the kings of Mexico, of Acolhuacan^ 
or of Tacuba, or those of the Cihuacoatl, was pun- 
ished with death, and confiscation of goods. 

Whoever maltreated an ambassador, minister^ or 
courier, of the king, suffered death. 

The punishment of death, was inflicted also on 
the seditious; on those who removed the bounda-* 
ries of land; and on judges who gave sentence un- 
justly, or contrary to law, or made an unfaithfiil 
report of any cause to the king, or to a superior 
magistrate, or who allowed themselves to be cor- 
rupted by bribes. 

He, wno in war committed any hostility upon 
the enemy without the order of his chief, or attack- 
ed before the signal for battle, or abandoned his 
colours, or violated any proclamation published to 
the army, was infallibly beheaded. 

He wno at market altered the measures establish- 
ed by the magistrates, was put to death without 
delay, in the market place. 

A murderer forfeited his own life for his crime^ 
althou^ the murdered was a slave. 

He who killed his wife, although he caught her 
in adultery, suffered death; because, he usurped 
the authority of the magist:ates, whose province 
it was to take cognizance of misdeeds, and punish 
evil-doers. 

Adultery was generally punished with death :^^ 
Such criminals were stoned to death, or their heads 
crushed between two stones. This severe law was 
represented in the ancient painting, preserved in 
the library of the Jesuits at Mexico, and in the 
last painting of the collection of Mendoza, and is 
noted by Gomara, Torquemada, and other authors. 
But the cohabitation of the husband with an un- 
married woman, was not deemed adulterous. In 
Ichoailanj a woman accused of adultery, was sum- 
moned before the judges, and if her crime were 
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proved, she was torn in pieces, and her limbs di- 
vided amongst the witnesses. In Itztepec, an 
adulteress was punished according to the sentence 
of the magistrates, by her husband, who cut off her 
nose and ears. In some parts of the empire, death 
was inflicted on that husband who cohabited with 
his wife, after she bad been convicted of infidelity. 

Divorce was permitted, but not encouraged. He 
who desired to part with his wife, presented him- 
self before the tribunal to justify his intentions. If 
he showed a legal cause, the judges having exl^ort- 
ed him in vain to concord, suffered him to exercise 
his pleasure, but gave no formal decree. Parties 
who were divorced, could never be re-united. The 
degrees of kindred, within which marriage was ad- 
mitted, differed little from those prescribed bj the 
Mosaic law, and incest was punished by hanging. 
Marriage between brother and sister-in-law, as 
amongst the Hebrews, was lawful; — ^but there was 
this great difference in the practice of the two na- 
tions; amongst the former, such a marriage could 
happen only where the husband died without issue, 
whilst among the Mexicans, it was necessary that 
the deceased should have left children, of whose 
education the brother was to take charge, entering 
into all the rights of a father. In some places dis- 
tant from the capital, a noble might marry a wid- 
owed mother-in-law, if she bad not borne children 
to the deceased; but in the capitals of Mexico and 
Tezcuco, such marriages were deemed incestuous, 
and punished with severity. 

The priest, who, during the time he was dedi- 
cated to the service of the temple, cohabited with 
a free woman, was expelled the priesthood, and 
banished. 

Incontinence by a male, or female student of the 
seminaries was severely punished; some authors 
say, by death. But the laws did not take cogni- 
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zance of this offence in others. Males or females, 
who assumed the dress of the other sex, were con- 
demned to he hanged. 

Petty larceny was puiushed, only, by compulsory 
restoration of the stolen effects. But he who was 
convicted of grand larceny, became the slave of 
the injured. If tlie thing stolen was destroyed, 
and tne robber had not the means of recompense, 
he was stoned to death. If he had stolen gold or 
eems^ after being conducted through the streets of 
tne cit^, he was sacrificed at the festival which the 
goldsmiths held in honour of their god Xift. He 
who stole a certain number of ears of maize, or 
pulled up from another's field a certain number of 
useful trees, became the slave of the owners but 
every poor traveller, was permitted to taite from the 
maize, or the fruit-bearing trees, which were plant- 
ed by the side of the highway, as much as was suf- 
ficient to satisfy immediate hunger. 

He who robbed in the marked was immediately 
put to death by the bastinado. 

He also was condemned to death, who in the 
army, robbed another of his arms or badges. 

"Whoever kidnapped a child, and sold it for a 
slave, forfeited his own liberty, and his goods, one 
half of which was appropiiated to the support of 
the child and the otner was paid to the purchaser, 
that he might set it at liberty. 

The punishment of servitude and forfeiture of 
goods, was also inflicted on him who sold the pos- 
sessions of another, which he held in trust. 

Tutors who did not render a just account of the 
estates of their pupils, were hanged, and the same 
punishment was inflicted on sons who squandered 
their patrimony in vices. 

For the crime against nature the culprit was 
hanged^ if committed by a priest, he was burned 
alive. Among all the nations of Anahuaci this 
B b 
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offence was held in abominalion, and was pun- 
ished by allf except the Panucheae^ with great 
rigour. 

He who practiced sorcery, was sacrificed to the 
gods. Drunkenness in youth, was a capital offence; 
young men were put to death by the nastinado in 
prison, and young women were stoned to death. In 
men advanced in years, although it was not made 
capital, it was severely punished. If the culprit were 
a nobleman, he was degraded, and rendered infa- 
mous; if a plebian, he was shaved, and his house 
razed; it being supposed, that he who could volun- 
tarily bereave himself of his senses, was not wor- 
thy of a habitation amongst men. This law did 
not forbid conviviality at nuptials, or other festivals; 
nor did it extend to old men of seventy years, 
who were allowed to drink as much as ^ey 
pleased. 

He who told a lie to the prejudice of another^ 
had a part of his lip cut ofl^ and sometimes his 
ears. 

XIII. The Mexican law recognized three classes 
of slaves. The first, prisoners of war; the second, 
those purchased for a valuable consideration; and 
the third, malefactors, who were deprived of their 
liberty, in punishment of their crimes. 

The prisoners of war, were generally sacri- 
ficed to the gods. He who in war took another's 
prisoner from him, or set him at liberty, was pun- 
ished with death. 

The sale of a slave was not valid, unless in the 
presence of four witnesses. In general, contracts 
were witnessed by more, and made with great so- 
lemnity. 

A slave enjoyed the rights of property, and 
might hold slaves, independent! v of his master, llic 
latter having the right only of the personal service 
of his own slave, under establishea restrictions. 
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Nor was daverj hereditary. All persons in 
Mexico were bom free, although their mothers 
were slaves. If a freeman impr^nated another's 
slave, and she died during ])resnancj9 he, became 
the slave of her owner; but if she were happily de- 
livered, the child, as well as the father remained 
free. 

Necesdtous parents might sell their children, to 
relieve thdr poverty; and a freeman might sell 
himself for the same purpose; but owners could not 
sell their slaves without their consent, unless under 
special circumstances. Runaway, rebellious, or 
vicious slaves, were reprimanded from time to time 
by their owners, in p-esence of witnesses. If they 
continued disobedient, a wooden collar was put 
about their necks, and then it was lawful to sell 
them at market If, after having been owned by 
two or three musters, they continued intractable, 
tiiey mi^t be sold for the sacrifices; but such an 
erent yras very rare. In favour of liberty, the 
royal palace became a sanctuary, to which, if an 
imprisoned slave escaped, he became free. Nor 
was it lawful for any one, save the owner or his 
children, to arrest him ip his flight 

Those who became voluntary slaves, were gene- 
rally gamblers, who sacrificed their freedom, to 
4his tyrannical passion; or those who by laziness, or 
misfortune were reduced to want; or prostitutes, 
wi|o needed clothes to appear in public; for women 
01 that class, had commonly no interest in thttr 
profession, but the gratification of their passions. 
The condition of a suive was by no means oppres- 
sive. His labour was moderate, and his treatment 
humane; when his master died, he generally be- 
came free. The common price of a slave, was a 
load of cotton garments. There was a fourth spe- 
cies of slavery, called, HuthuetatlacoUi; where one 
or more families, onacponntof their poverty, bound 
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diemaelyes to fiimbh some lord perpetiiallj with a 
slave. They delivered up one of their sons for 
this purpose, and after he had served for some 
years, recalled him, in order that he mi^t marry, 
or from some other motive, and substituted another 
in his place. The change was made without (^ence 
to the master; on the contrary, he generally gave 
some consideration for a new sfave. In the famine 
of 1506, many fa^iilies were subjected to this kind 
of servitude; but it was abolished by the king of 
Acolhuacan, NezshualiMlU; and after his example, 
by Montezuma IL in his dominions. 

The Spaniards, who claimed the rights of the 
^cient Mexican nobles, had, at first, many slaves 
bf these nations; but the catholic kings, abrogated 
all slavery in Mexico. 

Although the laws of the capital were generally 
received uirouchout the whole emjure, yet they va- 
ried in some of the provinces; for as the Mexicans 
did not oblige the conquered nations to speak the 
language of their court, neither did they compel 
them to adopt all their laws. The le^lation' of 
Acolhuacan, was most similar to that of Mexico; 
but it differed in many particulars, and was far 
more rigorous. 

By tne laws of Nezahualcojotl, a thief was 
dragged through the streets and hanged; murderers 
were beheaded; the agent in pederasty was suffoca- 
ted in ashes; the patient had his bowels torn out, 
his abdomen filled with ashes, and afterwards 
burned; the sower of discord between states, was 
bound to a tree, and burned alive. A nobleman, 
who lost his senses from intemperance, was imme- 
diately hanged, and his body was cast into the lake; 
a plebian for the first offence of this kind, was de- 

{»riyed of liberty, and for the second of life; the 
egislator deeming drunkenness less iMirdonable, in 
one whose position in society made him the exem- 



plar of others. The same kine punished historians, 
who falsified the annals, with death, and condemned 
robbers of the fields, to the same punishment, de- 
claring the theft of seven ears of maize sufficient 
to incur the penalty. 

The Tlascalans, adopted the greater portion of 
the laws of Acolhuacan. But among them, chil- 
dren wanting in resjpect to parents, were put to 
death, bj order of the senate^ and those who occa- 
sioned any public misfortune, but did not merit 
death, were banished. 

XIY. Generally speaking, among the nations of 
Anahuac, murder, theft, lying, adultery, and 
crimes 0/ incontinence, were ri^rously punished, 
and the general character of then: law, was that ojf 
extreme severity. 

The most ignominious punishment, was that by 
the gallows; banishment was thought infamous, as 
it supposed the ofiender possessed of an infectious 
▼ice. The use of the lash, was not authorized by 
tiie laws; it was applied only by parents to their 
children, or masters to their pupils. Prisons were 
of two kinds; one similar to modem gaols, called 
TeUpUojafiy appropriated to insolvent debtors, and 
to persons ffuilty of crimes not meriting death; the 
other called Quauhcalli, resembling a cage, was 
used to confine prisoners destined to be sacrificed, 
and those guilty of capital ofiences. Both were 
well watched and strongly guarded. Prisoners 
condemned to capital punismnent were fed sparing- 
ly, that they might taste by anticipation the bitter- 
ness of death. Those devoted to sacrifice, on the 
contrary, were well nourished, that they might be 
in good, flesh. If throueh the negligence of the 
guiml, a prisoner escaped from the cage, the com- 
munity^ of the district, whose duty it was to supply 
the prisons with guards, was obliged to pay to the 
Bb S 
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owner of the fugitive, if a female slave, a load of 
cotton garments, and a shield. 

XV. Having presented to the reader the fullest 
outlines of the civil policy of the Mexicans, which 
can be obtained from the remaining monuments of 
their history, we proceed to describe their military 
institutions, their arms, and their science in. war. 

The profes^on of arms was the most honoura- 
ble in the state. The terrible god of battle, was 
the most revered of their divinities, and was adored 
as the chief protector of their nation. No prince 
could aspire to the crown, who had not ^ven dis- 
tinguished proofs of courage and military skill, and 
the splendid post of commander in chiei^ was inva- 
riably the stepping-stone to the throne. The unc- 
tion, with which uie king was anointed, was com- 
pounded of the blood of the captives, taken by his 
own hands. Death, in a well fousht field, was the 
most honourable that could be obtained, and the 
expiring warrior^ exulted in the conviction, that hia 
bravery had procured for him a distinguished place 
in the memory of his countrymen, and the highest 
joys of heaven. Children destined to this nrofes-. 
sion, were bred to it from infancy, and the love of 
martial fame with which they were thus inspired, 
enabled the nation to shake off a foreign yoke, and 
extend their dominion from the banks of their lake, 
to the shores of the opposite seas. 

The highest military dignity was that of general, 
but there were four grades of this rank. The blu- 
est was Tlacochcalome^ or " resident of the house 
of (Zar/«," and each was distinguished by its pecu- 
liar badge. The officers next in rank were cap- 
tuns. To reward military merit, the Mexicans in. 
the establishment of their military orders, resorted : 
to the same means as the monarcns of Europe, and 
purchased the most devoted zeal of their subjects, 
by the donation of a cordon, or robe; and m the 
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iQventlon of names for their orders, were quite as 
happy, as the heralds of the eastern hemisphere. 
The first order was that of princes, the second of 
eagles, and the third of tigers, all animals of prey. 
The princes wore their hair tied on the tops of 
their heads, with a red string, firom which hung as 
many locks of cotton, as they had performed dis- 
tinguished actions. Several of the Mexican kings 
Sloried in belonging to this order. The historians. 
aye not presmired the decorations of the other or- 
ders, but have contented themselves with informing 
tis, tiiat the tigers wore armojor spotted like the 
skins of the animal, whose name they had assumed. 
The insignia of kni^thood, however, was only 
borne ia war; at conui,, the officers of the army 
were clothed in ^garments of mixed colours, called 
Tlachquahjo. The untried isoldier was forbidden 
all ornament of dress; he made his first campai^, 
clad in the coarse white cloth of the metl^ which 
not even princes of the Uood royal, could exchange 
for a more costly habit, until they had given some 
proofs of their courage. It was the |«ivilege of 
the military orders toliave apartments in the palace, 
to have golden furniture, the fiooest cotton nrments, 
and ornamented shoes. ^ The soldier, wno by his 
example encouraged a dispirited army to renew the 
battle, was remrded by a particular dress, called 
Tlacatziuhqui. 

When the king was in the field, he wore besides 
the ordinary armour, half boots, formed of thin 

Elates of KQ^dt brachiaJsof the same metal, and 
raceletsof gems; an emerald hung from his nether 
lip, and rin^ of the same stone from his ears; 
about' his neck, was a chain of gold and gems, and 
over his head waved a brilliant plume, but his most 
characteristic and costly ornament, was a cape of 
feathers, wrou^t in mosaic. The Mexicans were 
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generally attentive, and particularly in war, to dis- 
tineuish their officers by appropriate badges. 

Of defensive arms, shields, called ChimalK^ 
were common to all classes. These were com- 
monly round; but sometimes, curved only on the 
lower edge; usually made of cane interwoven with 
cotton, and covered with feathers or plates of gold, 
according to the taste or wealth of tne owner; the 
luxurious, and those of high rank, sometimes used 
tortoise shells, adorned wi3i precious metals. The 
ordinary shield was of moderate size, but o&ers 
were sufficiently large to cover the whole body, yet 
might be folded so as to be carried under the arm. 
At the tournament or mock encounter, the com- 
batants wore a small, light, and richly ornamented 
target. Officers wore cuirasses of cotton, some- 
times two fingers thick, which were arrow proo^ 
and on this account were adopted by the Spanuirds, 
who converted the uameJchakuqriiii into EaeavpiL 
Over this they pljK^ another piece of armour, 
which cpverea nie chest, thi^, and part of the 
arms. Wealthy nobles wore an upper coat of 
feathers over a cuirass of gold or silver gilt, which 
rendered them invulneratSe not only by arrows, 
but by darts or swords. Their heads were cased 
in helmets, which imitated the heads of animals 
or serpents, with the mouths open, filled with teeth, 
that they might inspire terror m the beholder. And 
all officers wore plumes on ikat head. The com- 
mon soldiers went entirely naked; but they coun- 
terfeited the dress of their superiors by painting 
their bodies, like the ancient Picts, of various 
colours. 

The offensive arms of the Mexicans consisted of 
bows, slings, clubs, spears, -pikes, swords, and 
darts. The bow was of tough wood five feet long, 
the string of animal sinews or hair of the stag. 
The arrow was pointed with fish bone, flint, or 
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itzlL The archers were expert, and the 7>- 
huacanesey were famed for their skill in shoot- 
ing two or three arrows togetiier. Clavigeroy 
avers that it was usual for a number of Mexican 
archers to assemble together, and throwing an ear 
of maize into the air, to shoot with such quickness 
and dexterity, that brfore it reached the ground it 
was stripped of every grain* They abstained from 
the use of pmsoned arrows, probably from the 
desire of taking thdr enemies alive, that they 
mi^t Siacrifice th^nin the tem^ea. The Maqua- 
kmtly called by the Spaniards ^mda or sword, was 
a stick three feet and a half long, and four 
inches broad, furnished with sharp bliSes of itzli, 
about three inches Ions, and one or two broad, 
fixed and firmly fastened with gum lac. This was 
a dangerous weapon, and in the hands of a power- 
ful man, has been known to strike off the. head of a 
horse at a stroke. It was usually secured to t)ie 
arm by 2^ string lest it should be lost in conflict 
The blades however had iiie great fault of soon be- 
coming blunt The pike was pointed with flint or 
copper, and that used bv the Chmantecas^ and 
CAuzpone^e, was eighteoi feet in length. It was em- 
ployed wilh extraordinary success by Cortes against 
the cavalry oi his rival Panfilo Narvaez. The 
dart was a small lance of strong wood, whose point 
was hardened in the fire, or shod with copper, ob- 
sidian, or bone. It sometimes had three points, 
that it might inake a triple wound; and was simi- 
lar to that called Hostile Jaeuium, or Telum 
AmerUaivm^ by the Romans. A string was fixed to 
it, by which it was drawn back after it had been hurl- 
ed at the foe. This weapon was most dreaded by the 
Spaniards, for the Indians cast it with unerring 
aim, and with sudi force as to pierce tiirough the 
body of an enemy. The Mexican soldier was or- 
dinarily armed with the sword, tiie bow, the dart, 
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and sling; and, probabl j, sometimes with an axe of 
copper. 

1 he Mexicans had very distinct, and as heraldic 
devices were borne by the kin^ nobles, and com^ 
munities, most probabl j, complex notions of heral- 
dry; and tiiey displayed as much ingenuity in the 
invention of neraldic signs, as the most learned kine 
at arms or herald of Surope. The standards of 
the army, more like the Hgnum of the Romans t^an 
modem colours, were staves eig^t or ten feetlong» 
on which the armorial ensign of the state, form^ 
of gold, feathers, or other valuable material was 
suspended. The coat of arms of the Mexican 
empire, was an eaffle pouncing upon a tiger. That 
of the republic of Tlascala, an eagle with out- 
spread pinions; but each of the pet^ states com- 
posing that republic had its peculiar ensign. Thus, 
the first had a green bird upon a rock; the second, 
a heron, also upon a rock; the third, a fierce wolf; 
and the fourth, a parasol of sreen feathers. Be- 
sides the principal standard of the army, each di- 
vision of two or three hundred men had its proper 
ensign, and was distinguished from other divisions 
by it, as well as by the colour of the feathers worn 
by its officers. The standard bearer of the army 
was the general in chief, and of the divisions, the 
commanding officer; and the standard was so firm- 
ly tied to the back of the bearer, that it was almost 
impossible to capture it, without cutting him to 
pieces. The Mexicans placed it in the cen- 
tre of their army. The Tlascalans in peace 
put it in the van, and in war, in the rear. The 
music, in which there was more noise than harmo- 
ny, consisted of drums, horns, and sea-shells. 

War was never declared without the sanction of 

the royal council, and commonly on account of re- 

►bellion, or injury done to the subjects of the state. 

Chiefs of tributary states, who endeavoured to ex- 
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cite rebellion, were seized and conducted to the 
capital, and there punishedj if the people ensaged 
in insurrection^ they were admonished; and it sub- 
mission and repentance followed, they were par-* 
doned. But if they refused satisfaction or insulted, 
the messengers sent to them, orders were immedi-> 
ately given to the armr to march. Sometimes, 
before a declaration, the Kine;8 of Mexico dispatched 
three several embassies to me offending state; the 
first to the prince, requiring from Inm suitable 
amends within a definite tim^; the second to the 
nobles, nr^ng them to persuade their master to 
submission; and the third to the people^ to instruct 
them in the causes of the pending war. And often, 
as historians assert, the representation by the mis- 
sions, of the advantages of peace and the horrors 
of war, induced an accommodation between the 
parties. Such an appeal to the people in modern 
and more civilized states would not be tolerated; 
yet, were nations consulted instead of their rulers, 
the scourge of war would be much less firequently 
felt The Mexicans sent with their embassadors, 
a statue of their god lEIuitzilopochtli, enjoining the 
people disposed to hostilities to give it a ^ace 
among theur divinities. The latter, if resolved on 
war, rejected the Strang god; but if inclined to 
peace, they placed the id<3 upon a shrine, and 
acknowledged their submission by a large present 
of gold, gems, or rich feathers. 

"When war was decreed, advice thereof, as was 
the custom with the ancient Gauls, was immediate- 
ly sent to the foe; the Mexicans, differing in this 
respect, widely, from the rude aborigines of Iljl^orth 
America, deeming it dishonourable to attack the 
unprepared; and for this purpose, they sent before 
them sevend shields and some cotton dresses, the 
conventional signs of hostility. When one king 
defied another, he anointed and bound feathers 
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upon hid head, as we have seen in the case of /te- 
coatltaid Maxtlatan. When war was declared, 
spies, called Quimichtin or Sorcerer^s^ were dis- 
patched in di^isc into the enemies country, to 
observe their number, and penetrate Iheir phuis* 
This service was rewarded in proportion to its dan- 
ger. The arm J marched bj iiompaliies, and when 
it was numerous, was reckoned bj xiqtripilli, each 
of eight thousand men, probably commanded by 
a TTacatecatlf or other ^iieral. A field for the 
first battle was freouentiy deugnated by the par- 
ties, and was callea /oo^/a//i, or battle fidd. They 
engaged amid the din of musical instrtimeints, loud 
shouts, and cries, upon the signal gtveti- by the 
general, by beating a small drum which hung at his 
should er. Experience had taught them the baiefit of 
reserves, and a portion of the army was commonly 
retained for that purpose. The battle usually com- 
menced from a distance with darts and slings, and 
when their missives were exhausted, the comnatants 
engaged with pikes, clubs, aikl swords^ T^ey were 
extremely attentive t6 keep their battalions united 
firmly together, to defend the standard, and carry 
off the dead and wounded. If or th^ last duty, a 
certain number of the troops were specially detail- 
ed. Ambuscades and other stratagems were fre- 
quently used. The great end in battle was not to 
kill, but to make captives for sacrifice; and the 
merit of the soldier was estimated, not by the 
number of bodies he left on the field, but by the 
number of prisoners he presented to the general. 
And to tliis cause we must assign in a ^eat mea- 
sure, the preservation of the Spaniards through the 
dangers tney incurred, and particularly on the 
night recorded as the noche tii^te. If a captive, 
attempted to escape he was hamstrung, if the 
.standard was taken, or the general slain, tho army 
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was dissolved 5 nor could human art rally the 
troops. 

"Victory wa'B celebrated with great rejoicings, 
and meritorious soldiers were appropriately reward- 
ed. When the king of Mexico in person made a 
prisoner^ the art of adulation was exhausted on the 
occasion. All the provinces sent embassies to con* 
gratulate him, and to make him presents* His 
captive was clothed in the finest habits, adorned 
with jewels, and carried in a litter to the capital | 
whence the citizens came forth to meet him with 
music and loud acclamations. On the day assigned 
for the sacrifice, he was led, decorated with the 
rjrmbol of the sun, to the altar for common sacri- 
fice* The high priest sprinkled Iiis blood to tiie 
four cardinal points of the horizon, and sent a ves- 
sel filled with it to the king, who caused it to be 
sprinkled on all the idols within the inclosure of 
tne greater temple, in gratitude for the victory ob- 
tained. The head was suspended in some high 
and conspicuous place, and the skin, stuffed with 
cotton, was preserved in the royal palace, a memo- 
rial of the monarch's prowess. 

When a city was invested, the first object of the 
besieged, was the removal of the non-combatants* 
the women, children, aged, and infirm, to a nen- 
tral city, or to the fastnesses of the mountains; 
thereby protecting the defenceless, and diminishing 
the consumption of provisions. 

The nations of Anahuac, possessed no inconsi- 
derable skill in the art of fortification; ramparts, 
breastworks, pallisades, ditches, and other intrench- 
ments were common. The city of Quauliquechol" 
lan^ was fortified by a strong stone wall, about 
twenty feet in height, and twelve in thickness.. 
The wall of TIascafa, dividing the eastern bounda- 
ry of the republic from Mexico, stretched between 
two mountains, six miles in length, eight feet in 
C c 
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heiehty independent of the parapet or breastwork, 
and eighteen in thickness. It was built of stone, 
firmly cemented. Through this barrier there was 
one entrance of about eight feet broad, and fortj 
paces long, made between the two extremities of 
the wall; the one of which encircled the other, 
forming two semicircles with a common centre. 

An ancient fortress stood on the top of the 
mountain, near the village of MolaixaCj surround- 
ed bj four walls at some distance from each other, 
from the base to the summit. In the neidibour- 
hood were many small ramparts of lime and stone, 
and upon a hill two miles distant, are the remains 
of an ancient and large city, concerning which we 
have no memorial. About twenty-five miles N. of 
Cordova, is the ancient fortress of Quceuhtochoj 
(Guatuaco^) surrounded by high walls of extremely 
hard stone, the entrance to which was by a fli^t 
of narrow steps, the usual passage into all %e 
fortifications. From the ruins of wis place, some 
well finished statues of stone have been taken. 

The captal of Mexico, strong by nature, was 
rendered still more so by art It could be entered 
only by the roads formed on the lake, and across 
these, ditches were cut, and ramparts erected, very 
susceptible of defence. To protect the city from 
attacks by water, she had many thousand boats, in 
which the soldiers frequently exercised themselves 
by sham naval engagements. 

But the most smgular fortifications of the city 
were the temples, the greatest of which resem- 
bled a citadel. The wall surrounding it, the 
arsenals stored with arms, and the peculiar con- 
struction of the body of the building assure us, 
that it was erected as much for political as religious 
purposes. In this the Mexicans made their last 
stand, for their gods and their empire, which they 
defended with bravery that should nave made theur 
memories respected. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

I. Birth and haptimi of infants.... 11. Marriages. 
....IIL Funeral ceremonies.... YV. Education of 
Youth.. ..Y. Charge cf a Father to his Son.... 

VI. Charge of a Mother to her Daughter.... 

VII. Public provision for education... .Wll. 
Diet of the Mexicans. . . • DL Their garments. . . . 
X« Pumiture^ ^c. for houses.... XI. Siesta and 
use of tobacco.. ...Xil. Mexican agrictdture.... 
XUI. Horticulture.... XTV. Domesticated ani" 
mals....XV. Public hunts^ modes of catching 

certain animals XVI. Fisheries. XVIL 

Commerce.... XYIII. Money ^ msasures, fyc... 

XIX. Regulations of the Mexican markets..., 

XX. Pr^arations of a merchant for travel^ road, 
bridges^ and caravansaries.... XXI. Mexican 
architecture.... XXll. Lapidaries and jewellers f 
potteries^ and various mamifactures....XXIll. 
Articles sent by Cortes to the Emperor^ Charles 
V.....XX1Y. Statuary^ carvings pmntingt and 
music. ..XXY. Amusements. 

Having in the preceding chapters, considered 
the religious and political institutions of the Mexi* 
cans, we shall devote the remainder of the present 
volume, to an account of the private economy of 
this interesting people. 

In their private as in their public relations, we 
discover traces of intelli^nce and cultivation, 
which scarce exist in their descendants, and 
will in vain be sought amone other indigenes 
of North America; and whicn we should not 
deem credible, were they unsupported by picto* 
rial records, and the attestations of the impartial 
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and fkithfuly who witnessed a greater part of what 
tiieV narrate. 

1. As soon as a child was bom, the midwife, 
who seems to have been held in much respect, 
pluneed it into a bath saying, ^^JReceivethia water, 
for the goddess Chalchiuncu^e^ is thy parent; may 
it free thee from the stain which thou oearestfrom 
the womb, purify thy heart, and give thee a good 
and perfect life.^ Then addressing herself to the 
goddess, she invoked her protection, and taking up 
some water in her right hand, she blew upon it 
and wet the mouth, head, and breast of the child. 
A^n plun^ng it in the bath, she continued, 
^ may the invisible God descend on this water, and 
cleanse thee of every sin and impurity, and protect 
thee from aU evil.^^ Turning to tne infant she 
cried, ^^ Lovely child, the gods Ometeuctli, and 
Omecihuatl, have created thee in the highest place 
of heaven, in order to send thee into this v)orfd .•— 
iut, know, that the life on which thou art entering 
is full of pain and trouble, and, that thou must 
gain thy oread with the labour of thy hands* May 
the deity sustain thee in the many adversities 
which await thee, '' The ceremony concluded with 
congratulatory addresses to the parents by their 
relatives and friends. 

On the birth of a son to a king or chief noble, 
his vassals attended with customary presents. 
In Guatemala, and the neighbouring provinces, the 
ceremonies on such occasions were particularly su- 
perstitious. A turkey was offered in sacrifice, and 
the bathing was performed in some fountain or river, 
accompanied by oblations of copal and parrots* 
The umbilical cord was cut upon an ear oi maize, 
with a new knife, which was immediately after- 
wards cast into the stream. The grains of com 
were sown and attended with great care, and their 
product was divided into three parts;— one was 
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^ven to the diyiner, another reserved to feed the 
child, and the third was stored, until he was him- 
self old enough to sow it. After these ceremonies 
the diviners were consulted concerning the fortune 
of the child; who, having been informed of the day 
and hour of its birth, considered the sign which 
ruled the day, and the period of thirteen days, to 
which it belonged; and if it were bom at mid- 
night, two signs concurred, that, of the concluding, 
and that, of me commencing day. 

If the horoscope were evil, and the fifdi day 
after the birth, on which the second bathing was 
usually performed, were one of the dies infausti^ the 
ceremony was postponed until a more favourable 
occasion. To the second bathing, the more solemn 
rite, all the relations and friends, among whom 
were some young lads, were invited; and if tiie 
parents were in good circumstances, they gave 
a splendid entertamment, and made presents of 
apparel to all the guests. If the father were a 
warrior, he prepared a small bow, four arrows, and 
a small habit, resembling his own; if a husbuid- 
man or artist, some instrument of his art, propor- 
tioned in size to the age of the child; if the cnild 
were a girl, a littie habit suitable to her sex, 
and a small spindle, and instrument for wea<' 
ving. After which, a great number of torches 
were lighted, and the midwife taking up the child, 
carried it into the yard of the house, and placed it 
upon a heap of sword grass, near a bason of water. 
Then undressing it, she said, ** My child^ the gods^ 
Ometeuctli and Omecihuatl, lords of heaven, %xve 
sent thee to this calamitous worl£ Receive this 
water which is to give thee life.^^ And after wet- 
tine its mouth, head, and breast with forms similar 
to uiose of ihe first bathing, she laved the whole 
body, and as she rubbed each limb, cried, ^* Wliere 
art thou ill fortune In what limb art thm hidf 
Co 2 
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Go farfrmn this child.^^ Having spoken thus, she 
raised the infant on high, to offer it to the gods, pray- 
ing them to adorn it with everj virtue. The first 
prayer was addressed to the deities above named, 
the second to the goddess of water, the third to all 
the gods together, and the fourth to the sun and the 
CJEirtn, " JPow «wn," she said, ^^ father cf aU things 
that live upon the earthy our mother j receivfi this 
chUd^ and protect him as your oum; and since he 
is bom for war^ (if his father belonged to the ar- 
my,^ may he die in defending the honour of the 
gods; and thus enjoy in heaven^ the delights pre- 
pared for aU who sacrifice their lives to. their 
country. ^^ She then put in his little hands the in- 
struments of the art ne was to exercise, with a 
prayer addressed to its tutelary god. The militaiy 
weapons were buried in some field, where, in fu- 
ture, it was imagined, the boy would fight in bat- 
tle; and the instruments destined for females, were 
interred in the house itself, under the stone used 
for grinding maize. On this occasion, if we are to 
credit Boturini, the ceremony of passing the boy 
four times through the fire was also observed. Be- 
fore the instruments were placed in the hands of 
the child, the midwife requested the young boys 
who had been invited, to give him a name, which 
was that suggested by the father. The midwife 
then clothed the babe, and laid him in the CozoUi^ 
or cradle, praying Jocdticitl^ the goddess of cradles 
to warm him, and guard him in her bosom, and 
Joateuctli^ the god of night to grant him sleep. 
The name given to boys, was commonly the sign 
of the day on which they were born, (a rule par- 
ticularly practised among the Mixtecas,j as Nahu- 
ixochitl or IV. Flower, Sfacuilcoatl or V. Serpent, 
OmecaHi or II. House. Sometimes the name 
was taken from circumstances attending the birth; 
thus, one of the four chiefs who governed the re- 
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public of iTlascala, at the arriTal of the Spaniards, 
received the name of Citlalpopoca or smoking-star, 
because he was bom at the time of a comet's ap- 
pearance in the heavens. The child bom on the 
aaj of the renewal of the fire, was called MolpUlij 
if a male; if a female, JG/uhnenetl; both names 
having reference to circumstances attending the 
festival. Men had in general the names ot ani- 
mals $ women those of flowers; in giving which, it 
is probable, regard was paid both to the dream of 
the parents, and the counsel of the diviners. For 
the most pa^ but one name was given to bovs; a 
surname was acquired from their actions; as Mon- 
tezuma I. on account of his braverv, had the ag- 
nomen of nhuacamina^ and Tlacaeh, 

The religious ceremony of bathing being^com- 
pleted, an entertainment was given, the qualitv 
and honours of which corresponded with the rank 
of Ihe ^ver. At such seasons of rejoicing, a little 
excess m drinking was permitted, as the disorder- 
liness of drunkenpersons extended not beyond 
private houses. The torches were kept burning 
ml they were totally consumed, and particular 
care was taken to keep up the fire during the four 
days, wluch intervenedT between the first and 
second bathing; as the parents were persua- 
ded, that an omission of such a nature, would min 
the fortune of the child. These rejoicings were 
repeated, when tiie infant was weaned, commonly 
at three years of age. 

II. The marriages of the Me:dcans, as all other 
important events of their lives, were attended by 
many superstitious ceremonies^ yet they were con- 
ducted with decency and propriety. An alliance 
between persons related in the first de^ee of con- 
sanguinity or affinity, was strictly forbidden by the 
laws of Mexico ana Michuacan. But mamagea 
between cousins were permitted. The age of mat"* 
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riase was from twenty to twentj-two years in 
males, and from eixtcen to eighteen in females. 
Wlien a son attained tills nge, a suitable wife was 
selected for him; but before the union was conclu- 
ded on, tlie astrologers were consulted; who, 
having considered the nativities of the youthful 
pwr, pronounced on the happiness or infelicity 
of the match. If from the combination of signs 
attending their births, the alliance was deem- 
ed unpropttioua, anoUier maiden was sought 
The young girl was demanded of her parents by 
women c^ed Cihtiatlanque or solicitors, who were 
the most elderly and respectable of the kindred of 
the youth. These went, the first time at midnight, 
to the house of the damsel, carried a present to tier 
parents, and demanded her of them In a humble 
and respectful style. The first demand was inva- 
riably refused, however eligible tlie marriage might 
appear. After a few days, however, the solicitors 
repeated their request, with prayers and ar^ments, 
extolling tlie rank and fortune of the youth, and 
the dowry proposed to the vfife, endeavouring also 
to gain information of tlie estate she would tiring 
on Tier part. To (his second instance, the parents 
replied, that it was necessary to consult their rela- 
tions and connesions, and to discover the inclina- 
tions of their daughter, before they gave a final an- 
swer. This, they in a few days, by their female 
messengers, communicated to tlie parents of the 

A favourable reply being obtained, and a day 
appointed for the nuptials, the parents of the bride, 
tSter eshorting her to fidelity and obedience to her 
husband, and to a course of life fliat would honour 
her family, conducted her, attended by troops of 
friends and musicians, to the house of her father- 
in-law; if noble, she was carried thither in a litter. 
The bndegroom and his relatives, received her at 



CS. Till. MSXICO. 

the portal, with four torches, each borne by a wo-> 
man. At meeting, the affianced parties recipro- 
cally offered incense to each other; and the bnde* 
groom taking the bride by the hand, led her into 
Sie hall prepared for the nuptials. Here, they sat 
down upon a new and curiously wrought mat, 
spread in the middle of the room, close to a fii*e 
kept constantly burning. The priest then tied a 
pomt of the huepUli^ or sown of the bride, with 
the tilmatlij or mantle of tnebride^oom, and in this 
ceremony the form of the matrimonial contract chief- 
ly consisted. The wife now made some turns round 
me fire, and then retumins to her mat, she and the 
husband offered copal to me gods, and exchanged 
mresents with each other. The repast followed 
next The married pair ate upon the itiat, giving 
mouthfiils to each other alternately, and to the 
guests in their appropriate places. When the lat- 
ter became exhilarated with wine, which was freely 
drank on such occasions, they commenced a dance^ 
in the yard of the house, while the former remained 
in the chamber, from which, during four days they 
did not depart, except at midni^t to make the 
customary offerings at the holy shrines. Indeed, 
the whole of this period was devoted to prayer and 
abstinence; and the consummation of the marria^, 
within it, was held impious, and worthy of divine 
vengeance. Their beds were mats of rushes, 
covered by small sheets ornamented with feathers, 
and a gem of Chalchihuitl in the middle of each. 
At the comers, green canes and spines of the 
aloe were laid. With the spines the bride- 
groom and bride drew blood from their tongues 
and ears, in honour of the gods. The priests ad- 
justed the bed to sanctify the marriage; but we 
know not the mystery of the canes, the feathers, 
ind the gem. On the fourth ni^t the marriage 
was consummated; and on the following morning 
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die parties bathed and arrayed themselves in new 
dresses, and the guests adorned their heads with 
white, and their hands and feet with red feathers. 
The ceremony was concluded by presents of gar- 
ments to these, proportioned to the circumstances of 
the new pair; and by carrying to the temple the 
mats, sheets, canes, and the provision prepared 
for the idols. ' "• . 

These forms of marriage were not universal 
throughout the empire. In Ichcatlan^ v/hoever was 
desirous of marrying, presented himself to the 
priests, by whom lie was conducted to the 
upper area of the temple, where they cut off 
a part of his hair before the idol; thenpointing 
him out to the people, they cried, ^^Tnis man 
wishes to take a wife." He then descended and 
took the first free woman he met, as she whom, 
heaven had destined for him. But any woman who 
eschewed this match, avoided the precincts of the 
temple, that she might not subject herself to the 
necessity of marrying him. Among the Otomies, 
it was lawful to use any free woman before mar- 
riage. If after the first night the man was dissat- 
isfied with her, he was permitted to divorce her on 
the next day; but if he did not express discontent, 
he could not afterwards abandon her. If the con- 
tract were ratified, the pair retired to do penance 
for past offences for twenty or thirty days, during 
which they not only abstained from pleasures, but 
mortified themselves by frequent effusions of blood, 
the pain of which they alleviated by the use of the 
bath. Among the Miztecas, in addition to the cere- 
monv of tying the married pair together, by the ends 
of their garments, a part of their hair was cut off, 
and the husband carried his wife a short time upon 
his back. 

Polygamy was permitted throughout the Mexi- 



OH. Tin. MEXICO. i99 

can empire. The kings and nobles had many wives. 
But after tlie conquest, Pope Paul IH. and the 
provincial cuuncil uC Mexico, ordeicd in confumii- 
ty to the sacred canona, und the usage of the church, 
tnat all those who were willing to embrace Christi- 
anity, should retain nu other than the wife they had 
respectively first married. 

III. The superstition of the Meiicans was carried 
to the greatest excess, in their funeral ceremonies, 
which merit our particular notice, as they convey 
some idea of their views of a future state, and ai- 
ford illustrationa of their mythology. The obse- 
quies of the dead, were always committed to per- 
sons devoted to this service, who were generally 
far advanced in years. 

As soon as aiiy one died, these ministers com- 
menced their office by dressing the body with cut 
paper, and sprinkling the head wilh water; after 
vhich, they clothed it in a habit suitable to the rank, 
wealth, and profession of the deceased. If he had 
been a warrior, the habit was that of HuitzUopooh- 
tli; if a merchant, of JacaltuclU; if an artist, in 
that of the tutelary eod of his art; one who had 
been drowned, was clad in the robe of Tlaloci one 
executed for adulteiy, in that of Tlazolleoll; and 
a drunkard, in tliat of Tezcatzoncail, the Mexican 
Bacchus or god of wine. And, as Gomara has 
well observe*!, the Mexicans wore more garments 
after they were dead, than while they were living. 

Having thus arrayed the deceased for his journey, 
the next object of the attendants was to provide 
him with the means to render it pleasant and facile. 
He was carefully supplied wilh a jugof water, and 
several slips of paper to serve as passports, on va- 
rious stages of the journey. Tlie first enabled him 
to walk witliout danger between tli' 
which fight against each other; the st 
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ted him agunst the great semnt wha waited to ob- 
ftnict his passage; the thira d^ended him agunst 
the crocooile XochUorud'f the foarth was a safe 
passport through the eig^t deserts; the fifth tiirong^ 
the eight hills; and the nxth empowered him to 
pass unharmed through the wind, which blew so 
violently as to tear up rocks, and so keenly as to 
cut like a knife; and thej burned all me nur- 
ments which the deceased had worn during fife, 
bis arms, and some household goods, in order 
that the heat of the fire made therewith, mSAt de- 
fend him from the cold of that terrible wind. 

At all funerals a teckichi was slain, ^t it midit 
accompany and serve its master in the other wond. 
A string was put about its neck the better to enable 
it to pass the deep river Chiuhnahtufan or new 
waters. It was buried or burned with the corpse. 
While the superintendants were lighting up tiie 
fire in which the body was to be oumed, other 
priests sung continued melancholy measures. When 
the body was burned, they fathered the ashes in 
an earthen vessel, amongst wnich, according to the 
circumstances of the deceased, they put a gem of 
more or less value; wliich was to become his 
heart in a future life. They buried this ves- 
sel in a deep trench, and during fourscore days 
successively, offered oblations of bread and wine 
upon it. 

Such were the funeral rites of the vulgar; but at 
the death of kings, and persons of exalted rank, 
peculiar forms were observed. When the king 
fell sick, masks were put on the idols of Huitzilo- 
pochtli and Tezcatlipoca, which were not taken off 
until he died or recovered. If he died, his death 
was announced with great solemnity, and all the 
nobles at court and in the vicinity, were summon- 
ed to assist at the funeral. In the mean time the 
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royal coq>se was lud on curiously wrovdit mats, 
attended and watched by domestics. Upon the 
fourth or fifth day, when the nobles had arrived, 
bringing with tnem rich dresses, feathers, and 
slaves, to add to the pomp of the procession, tiie 
body was clothed in fifteen or more, very fine hab- 
its of c6tton, of various colours, ornamented with 
gold, silver, and gems, an emerald was hung at the 
under lip, to serve as a future heart, the face was 
covered with a mask, and over the garments were 
placed the ensigns of that god in whose temple ihe 
ashes of the deceased were to be buried. rSome of 
the hair of the head was then cut off, and with a 
lock which had been separated in infiincy, was pre- 
served in a imM box in remembrance of the de- 
ceased. Upon this box his effigy of wood or stone 
was attached. The slave wno had been his 
chaplain, and had the care of his oratory and 
all that belonged to the private worship rf his 
gods, was sacrificed, that he mi^t perform the 
same office in the other world. 

The funeral procession was followed by all the 
relatives of the monarch, by his wives, and by the 
nobility. The nobles carried a standard of paper, 
and the royal arms and ensigns. The priests kept 
up a continued song unaccompanied by musical in- 
struments. Upon the arrival of the corpse, at the 
lower area of tne tempde, the ludi-priest, with his 
servants came to meet it, and vriuout delay placed 
it upon the funeral pile, prepared of odoriferous 
wood, strewed with gum copai, and other aromatic 
substances. During the combustion of the body 
and regalia, a great number of slaves of the de- 
ceased, and those which had been presented by 
the nobles, some of the deformed men whom the 
king had collected in his palaces, and some of his 
vrives were sacrificed, that they might also serve 
him in the future state. The number of the 
D d 
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victims on this occauon amounted sometimes, aa 
several historians affirm, to two hundred. Among 
the other sacrifices, the techichi was not omitted^ 
tiie people being firmly persuaded, that without 
such a guide, it would be impossible to pass some 
dangerous ways, which led to their future abode* 

On the dajT following, the ashes and teeth which 
remained entire, and me emerald that hung to the 
under lip, were carefiilly sought; and the whole 
put into a box, with the hair, and deposited in the 
sqpulchre. On the four following days, offerings 
of^meat were made at the tomb; on the fifth, 
twentieth, fortieth, sixtieth, and eiditieth days, 
additional slaves were immolated. Henceforth no 
more human victims were slain; but in the four 
successive years, the anniversary of the funeral was 
celebrated by sacrifices of rabbits, butterflies^ 
quails, and other birds, and oblations of bread, 
wine, copal, flowers, and certain small reeds filled 
with acaieti, an aromatic substance. The bodies 
of tiie dead were commonly burned; those only 
which had been drowned, or had died of dropsy, 
were buried entire. 

As there was no fixed place for burials, some 
persons directed that their ashes should be interred 
near some temple or altar, others in the field, and 
others in sacred places of the mountains. The 
ashes of the kings and nobles, were deposited in 
the towers of the teocallis, especially in those of 
the greater temple. Close to Teotihuacan^ where 
there were many temples, there were also innume- 
rable sepulchres. Tne tombs of those who had 
been buned entire, were formed of stone and lime, 
within which, the bodies were placed upon icpaUi, 
or low seats, with the instruments of tlie profession 
of the deceased. If a sepulchre pertained to a sol- 
dier, a shield and sword was laid by him; if to a 
woman, a spindle, a weaver's shuttie, and a xicaOi 



OH. VIII. MEXICO. 

or gourd. In fhe tomb of ifae rich, gold and jew- 
els were placed, with proTisionsforalongjoiimej'* 
From these dwellings of the dead, the ■irrilfrioM 
Castilians obtained a large amount of gold; %0M 
one, fifteen hundred castellanos, and from anodwr, 
three thousand. 

The caves of the mountains, were the fepoldirea 
of the ancient Chechemecas; but as thej tjew 
more civilized, thej adopted in this and other ntea, 
the customs of the Acolhnan nation, which 
nearly the same with those of the MexicaiUL 

The Miztecas retained in part, the ancient 
d the Chechemecas, but in othen their 
were peculiar. When a prince fell sick, pnjen, 
▼ows, and sacrifices were offered for Idf recorerj. 
And his restoration was celebrated with ^reat re- 
joicings. If he died, the people continaed to 
apeak of him as if he were still alive; and conduct- 
ing one of his slaves to the corpse, dressed him in 
the habits of his roaster, put a mask upon hif lacc^ 
and for one whole day, paid him all the hoDonri 
which they had used to render to the deceased. At 
midnight, four priests carried the corpse to be 
buried in a wood, or in some cavern, particnlarlj 
in that where they believed the gate fif paradise to 
be. At their return, they sacrificed the slave, 
and stripping him of all the ornaments of his tran- 
sitory dignity, laid his body in a ditch. 

Every year they held a testiTal in honoiir of the 
deceased prince, on which they celebrated his birth, 
not his cfeath, for of it they never spoke. The 
Zapotecas, their neighbours, embalmed the bodj 
of their principal chieftain. And even from tftie 
time of the nrst Chechemecan kings, aromatie 
preparations were occasionally used amour those 
nations to preserve dead bodies from tpeeij cor* 
ruption. 
jy. The education of yoatfatwUA iff ff^ 
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port of a state, and best unfolds the character of 
every nation, was carefully conducted by the Mex- 
ican parents, and by tlie priests to whom this office 
was confided. 

"Nothing," says F. Acosta, "has eurprised 
me more, or appeared more worthy of memory and 
praise, than the care and method which they ob- 
served in tlie tuition of youth. It would be diffi- 
cult indeed, to find a nation that has bestowed 
more attention on a point so important to every 
Btate. It is true, they mixed superstition with 
their precepts; but the /.eal they manifested for the 
instruction of tlieir children upbraids the negli- 
gence of our modem fathers of families; and many 
of the lessons which they taught to their jouth 
might serve as instruction to ours." The Mexican 
children, even tliose of the royal family, were 
Buckled by the mother. If she was deterred from 
this duty oj sickness, she selected a nursci after 
strict examination of her morgls and health. Chil- 
dren were accustomed from infancy to endure hun- 
ger, heal, anil cold. When they attained the 
age of five years, they were consigned to the 
priests, tu be brought up in the seminaries, which 
was the general practice with the children of no- 
bles, and even with tliosc of the kings themselves; 
or, if they were educated at home, their pa- 
rents began at tliat period to instruct them in the 
worship of their gods, by leaching them the ritual 
of prayer. They were led frequently to the tem- 
ple, that they might become attaches to religion. 
Abhorrence of vice, modesty of behaviour, respect 
lo saperiors, and ratieuce of fatigue, were strong- 
ly inculcated. They were accustomed to sleep 
upon a mat; to obsen'e a meagre diet, and to wear 
no other clothing than decency demanded. "When 
at a proper age, they were instructed in the use of 
arms, and if their parents belonged to the army, 
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were led to the wars, that thej mi^t practically 
learn the military art, and grow familiar with dan- 
ger. The children of husbandmen and artists were 
taught the profession of their fathers. Girls were 
instructed in spinning and weaving, and obliged to 
bathe frequently, that they might be always heal- 
thy and cleanly^ and the universal maxim was to 
keep the young of both sexes constantly employed. 
Notning was more strongly impressed on youth 
than the love of truth, and a liar was punished by 
having his lips pricked with the thorns of the aloe. 
The son who was quarrelsome or disobedient, was 
beat with nettles, or received punishment in some 
other manner, proportioned to his offence. 

The system of education may be traced in seven 
paintings of the collection of Mendoza, in which 
are expressed the quantity and quality of the food, 
allowed to children^ the employments in which 
they were occupied, and the pumshments by which 
they were corrected. In one is represented a boy 
of four years old, employed by his parents in things 
suitable to his age; another of five years, accom- 
panies his father to market, carrying a small bun- 
dle on his back; a girl of the same age is learning 
to spin; and another boy of six years, is engaged 
in picking up the maize wluch had fallen in the 
market place. 

In another painting, we see a father teaching his 
son of seven years ofage to fish; and a mother, her 
daughter of tne same age to spin; some boys of 
eight years threatened with punishment for non- 
performance of duty; a lad of nir^ 
whose father pricks several parts of hi 
order to correct his indocility; and a 
same age, whose mother pricks her ha 
and a girl whose parents beat them witL 
cause they are disobedient Anoth^ 
represents two lads of eleven years, wl 
Dd2 
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proven incorrigible by other punishments, are re- 
ceiying from meir fathers, the smoke of Chilli or 
great pepper up their noses^ a lad of twelve years, 
who is punished for his transgressions by being tied 
upon a dunghill a whole day, and a girl of the 
same age, who is made to walk during the night, 
over the house and streets; a lad of thirteen, whose 
father is teaching him to guide a vessel laden with 
rushes; and a girl of the same age grinding maize^ 
a youth of fourteen fishing, and a young woman 
weaving. 

In another of these pictures, are seen two youths 
of fifteen years, the one consigned by the father to 
a priest, to be instructed in the rites of reli^on; the 
other to the Achcauhtli or officer of the mditia, to 
be instructed in the art of war. Another, shows 
the youth of the seminaries, employed by their su- 
periors in sweeping the temple, and carrying branch- 
es of trees and nerbs to adorn the sanctuaries, 
wood for the stoves, rushes to make seats, and 
stone and lime to repair the temple. In this, and 
in another painting, the different punishments in- 
flicted on novices are also represented. One of the 
priests pricks a lad with the spines of the aloe for 
neglect of duty; two priests throw burning fire- 
brands on the head of another youth, for naving 
been caught in a familiar discourse with a young 
woman. The body of one is pierced with sharp 

Sine stakes, and the hair of another is burned for 
isobedience. Lastly, there is exhibited a youth, 
carrying the baggage of a priest, who attends the 
army. 

Children were bred in such awe of their parents, 
that even when grown to maturity, and married, 
they observed an almost slavish respect The fol- 
lowing exhortation of parents to their children, 
gives us a favourable idea of the Mexican manners 
and mora]?. 
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V. " My son,'* said the Mexican father, " who 
art come into the light from the womb of thy mo- 
ther, like the chicken from the egg, and like it, art 
preparing to fly through the world, we know not 
how long heaven will grant us the enjoyment of 
that precious gem which we possess in thee^ but, 
however short the period, endeavour to live circum* 
spectively, praying God continually to assist thee. 
He created thee; uiou art his property. He is thy 
father and loves thee still more than I do; repose 
in him thy thoughts, and day and night direct thy 
desires to him. JReverence and salute thy elders, . 
and hold no one in contempt. To the poor and 
distressed be not dumb, but use words of comfort 
Honour all persons, particularly thy parents, to 
whom thou owest obedience, respect, and service. 
Guard against imitating the example of those wick- 
ed sons, who, like brutes deprived of reason, nei- 
ther reverence their parents, listen to their instruc- 
tion, nor submit to their correction; because, who- 
ever follows their steps will have an unhappy end, 
will die in a desperate or sudden manner, or will 
be killed and devoured by wild beasts. Mock not, 
my son, the aged or the aeformed. Scorn not him 
whom you see fall into folly or transgression, nor 
make him reproaches; but restrain thyself, and 
beware lest thou fall into the same error which of- 
fends thee in another. Go not where thou art not 
called, nor interfere in that which does not concern 
thee. Endeavour to manifest thy good breeding, 
in all thy words and actions. In conversation do 
not lay thy hands upon another, nor speak too 
much, nor interrupt or disturb another's discourse. 
If thou hearest any one talkins foolishly, and it is 
not thy business to correct him,keep silence; but if it 
does concern thee, consider first what thou art to 
say, and do not speak arrogantly, that thy corrr 
tion r ry be well received. 
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When any one discourses with thee, hear him 
attentively, and hold thyself in an easy attitudei 
neither playing with thy feet, nor putting thy man- 
tle to thy mouth, nor spitting too often, nor look- 
ing about you, nor rising up frec^uenUy if thou art 
sitting; for such actions are indications of levity 
and low breeding. When thou art at table do not 
eat voraciously, nor show thy displeasure if any 
thing incommodes you. If any one comes unex- 
pectedly to dine with thee, share with him what 
thou hast; and when any person is entertained by 
thee do not fix thy looks upon him. In walking, 
look where thou goest, that thou mayest not run 
against any one. If thou seest another coming thy 
way, go a littie aside to ^ve him room to pass. 
Never step before thy elders, unless it be necessa- 
ry, or that they order thee to do so. When thou 
sittest at table with them, do not eat or drink be- 
fore them, but attend to them in a becoming man- 
ner, that thou mayest merit their favour. When 
they ^ve thee any thing, accept it with tokens of 
gratitude; if the present is great, do not become 
vain of it. If the gift is small, do not despise it, 
nor be provoked, nor occasion displeasure to them 
who favour thee. If thou becomest rich, do not 
gi'ow insolent nor despise the poor; for those very 
cods who deny riches to others in order to give to 
tnee, offended by thy pride, will take them from 
thee again to give to others. Support thyself by 
thy own labours; for then thy food will be sweet- 
er. I, my son, have supported thee hitherto with 
my sweat, and have omitted no duty of a father; 
I have provided thee with every thing necessary, 
without taking it from others. Do thou so like- 
wise. Never tell a falsehood; because a lie is a 
heinous sin. When it is necessary to communicate 
*to another what has been imparted to thee, tell the 
simple truth without any addition. Speak ill of 
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nobody. Do not take notice of the failines wliich 
thou observest in others if thou art not called upon 
to correct them. Be not a news carrier, nor a 
sower of discord. When thou bearest any em- 
bassy, and he to whom it is borne is enraged, and 
speaiks contemptuously of those who seiit thee, do 
not report the answer; but endeavour to soften 
him, and dissemble as much as possible, that which 
thou hast heard, that thou mayest not raise discord, 
and spread calumny of whicu thou mayest after- 
wards repent 

Stay no longer than is necessary in the market 
place; for in such places there is me greatest dan- 
ger of contracting vices. When thou art offered 
employment, imagine that the proposal is made to 
try thee; then accept it not hastily, although thou 
knowest thyself more fit than others to exercise it; 
but excuse thyself until thou art obliged to accept 
it; thus thou wilt be more esteemed. Be not dis- 
solute, because thou wilt thereby incense the gods, 
and they will cover thee with infamy. Restrain 
thyself, my son, as thou art yet youn^, and wait 
until the maiden, whom the gods destine for thy 
wife, arrive at a suitable age; leave that to their 
care, as they know how to order every thing pro- 
perly. When the time of thy marriage is come, 
dare not to make it without the consent of thy pa- 
rents, otherwise it will have an unhappy issue. 
Steal not, nor give thyself up to gaming; otherwise 
thou wilt be a disgrace to thy parents, whom thou 
ou^t rather to honour for the education they have 
given tiiee. If thou wilt be virtuous, thy example 
will put the wicked to shame. No more my son; 
enough has been said in discharge of the duties of 
a father. With these counsels, I wish to fortify 
thy mind. Refuse them not, nor act in contradic- 
tion to them; for on them thy life, and all thy hap- 
piness depend." 
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VI. The charge of a Mexican mother to her 
daughter, was not less admirable. *^ Mj daughter," 
said the mother, " bom of my substance, brought 
forth witli my pains, and nourished with mj milk, 
I have endeavoured to bring thee up with the great- 
est care, and thj father has polished thee like an eme- 
rald, that thou mayest appear in the eyes of men a 
jewel of virtue. Strive to be good; for otherwise 
who will have thee to wife. Life is a thorny path 
and we must exert all our powers to obtain the 
favour of the gods. Be orderly, give water to thy 
husband for his hands, and make bread for thy 
family. Wherever thou goest, go with mode8^|r 
and composure, without nurrying thy steps, or 
laughing with those whom thou meetest, neither 
fixing thy looks upon them, nor casting thy eyes 
thoughtlessly around, that thy reputation be not 
sullied; but give a courteous answer to those who sa- 
lute thee. Employ thyself diligently in spinning and 
weaving, in sewing and embroidering; tor by these 
arts thou wilt gain esteem, and the necessary food 
and clothing. Give not thyself up to sleep, nor seek 
the shade, but repose thyself in the open air; for 
indulgence is the friend of idleness and vice. In 
whatever thou doest, encourage not evil thoughts; 
regard solely the service of the gods; and the plea- 
sure of thy parents. If thy father or thy mother 
need thee, do not stay to be called twice, but in- 
stantly do their will. Return not insolent answers 
nor betray a want of compliance; but if thou canst 
not do what thou art commanded, excuse thyself 
modestly. If another be called and do not come 
quickly, come thou; hear what is ordered and do 
it wejl. Never offer thyself to do that which thou 
canst not do. Deceive no person, for the gods see 
all thy actions. Live in peace with every one, 
love all sincerely and honestiy, that thou mayest 
be loved in return. 
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Be not greedy of the goods which thou hast If 
thou seest any tning presented to another, give not 
way to jealousy; for tlie gods, to whom every 
good belongs, distribute as they please. If thou 
wouldst avoid the displeasure ot otners, make none 
displeased. with thee. 

Guard against improper familiarities with men^ 
yield not to the guilty wishes of thy heart; or they 
will be the reproach of thy family, and will pollute 
thy mind as mud does water. Keep not company 
with dissolute, lying, or idle women; for thou wilt 
be infected by their example. Attend upon thy 
femily, and do not on slight occasions leave thy 
house, nor be seen wandering through the streets, 
or in the market place; for in such places thou 
wilt meet thy ruin. Remember that vice, like a 
poisonous herb, brin^ death to those who taste it; 
and when it once taints the mind, it is difficult to 
expel it If in passing through the streets thou 
meetest with a forward youth who is agreeable to 
thee, give him no countenance, but dissemble and 
pass on. If he speak to thee, take no heed of his 
words; and if he follow thee, turn not thy face to 
look at him, lest thou inflame his passion. If thou 
observest these rules he will turn and leave thee in 
peace. 

Enter not, without urgent motive, into another's 
house, that nothing may be said injurious to thy 
honour; but if thou goest into the house of thy re- 
lations, salute them with respect, and do not re- 
main idle, but immediately take up a spindle to 
spin, or do any other thing that occurs. 

When thou art married, respect thy husband, 
obey him, and dili^ntly do what he commands 
thee. Avoid incurring his displeasure, or to show 
thyself passionate or ill-natured; but receive him 
fondly to thy arms, even if he be poor and live at 
thy expense. If thy husband offend thee, conceal 
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thj displeasure when he commands thee in au^t; 
and afterwards tell him with gentleness, the cause 
of offence, that he may be won bj thj mildness 
and offend thee no farther. Dishonour him not be- 
fore others^ for thou also wilt be dishonoured. 
If any one visit him, receive the visit kindly, and 
show all the civilitj thou canst If thy husband is 
foolish, be thou discreet If he fail m the man- 
agement of his property, admonish him of his ne- 
gligence ; but if he be totally incapable, take thou 
the charge upon thyself, attend careRilly to his 
possessions, and never omit to pay the workmen 
punctually. Take care not to lose any thing 
through negligence. 

Cherish, my daughter, the counsel which I give 
thee; for I am already old and have had experience 
of the world. I am thy mother, and therefore I 
wish thy felicity. Fix my precepts in thy 
heart, and thou wilt be happy. If thou neglectest 
my instructions, and misfortunes befall thee, the 
fault will be thine, and the evil also. Enough, mj 
child, may the gods prosper thee." 

Similar charges adapted to the condition and pro- 
fession of the children were given, when they as- 
sumed the duties and responsibility of their respec- 
tive states. 

VII. Not content with private education, the 
Mexicans sent their children to public schools, near 
the temples, where they were instructed during 
three years in religion and morals. The nobles, 
and better class of people, placed their offspring in 
the ecclesiastical seminaries, of which, there were 
many for both sexes, in the cities of the empire. 
Those for males were governed by priests devoted 
to education; those for females were under the di- 
rection of aged and respectable matrons. All 
communication between the sexes was forbidden; 
and transgressions of that nature were severely 
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punished. There were distinct seminaries for the 
nobles and plebians. The former were employed 
in services immediately about the sanctuary, as in 
sweeping the upper area of the temple, and pre- 
serving the fires before the altar; the latter, in 
carrying wood for the stoves, and stone and lime 
for repau*ing the sacred edifices, and other similar 
tasks; both were under the direction of superiors, 
and masters, who instructed them in religion, his- 
tOTYy painting, music, and other arts, consistent 
wim their rank and circumstances. Young females 
swept the lower area of the temple, rose three 
times in the night to bum copal in the stoves, pre- 
pared the meats daily offered to tiie idols, and 
covered the statues with the labours of their looms. 
They were taught the duties of their sex; were ha- 
Utuated to labn^ur, and tlie practice of domestic 
economv. They lodged in large halls in the pre- 
sence of their instructors. And when male or female 
pupils visited their parents* which was rarely per- 
pitted, thej were ^companied by their compan- 
ions and superiors. After listening for a few mo- 
ments with silence and attention to the instructions 
and advice which their parents gave them, they 
returned to the seminary. They were detained in 
these schools until the time of marriage. When 
this period arrived, either the young man himself 
requested leave of the superior to obtain a wife, or, 
what was more common, nis parents demanded him 
for that purpose. The superior upon the dismissal, 
at the grand festival of^Tezcatlipoca, of all the 
young men and women who were marriageable, 
^ve them a charge, exhorting them to perseverance 
m virtue, and the performance of the duties of the 
new state. Women educated in these seminaries, 
were particularly sought for wives, not more on 
account of their virtues, than their skill in the arts 
pertaining to their sex. The youth, who, when 
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ariived at the age of twent j-two, did not marry, 
was esteemed to have devoted himself forever to 
the service of the temples ^ and if after such con- 
secration he repented of celibacy, and desired (o 
marry, he became infamous forever, and no woman 
would accept him. In Tlascala, he who at the 
age of marriage refused a wife, was shaven; a 
mark of the highest dishonour in that nation. 

YIII. Having thus observed the provisions ot 
the Mexicans for the education of their children, 
we proceed to detail their means for the sustenance 
and enjoyment of life* The abject misery of tj^ii; 
first years on the Lake of Mexico, habituated them 
to a strange and disgusting diet; and the species of 
food which was first eaten from necessity only, be- 
came an object of preference when that nectmty 
had ceased* 

During that disastrous period, they learned to 
eat not only the roots of the marsh plants, water 
serpents, and other reptiles of the lAe; but even 
ants, marsh flies^ and the very ej^ of these infiects. 
Thev caught large quantities ofthese flies, called 
by them 3.cajall^ fed several kinds of birds upon 
tnein, and sold them daily in the market. Tney 
were pounded together, and made into little balls, 
which were prepared for food, by being rolled up 
in leaves of maize, and boiled in water with mud. 
Some Europeans who have tasted this food pro- 
nounce it not disagreeable. This singular species 
of caviare, they called Muavhtlu 

They made aliment also of a certain excretion 
that floated on the lake, which they dried in the 
sun and used as cheese, which it resembled in 
smell and taste. This substance was called 7>- 
cuitlail^ or the excrement of stones. But besides 
tliese articles, which were consumed chiefly by the 
poor; the nation possessed in its prosperity a great 
abundance and variety of food. The first place is 
E e 
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due to Tldolli or maize, of which they had several 
epecies, difiering in size, colour, and quality. Of 
this tliey made their bread, boiling the |;;rain 
in water with a little lime, and when soft, rubbing 
it in their hands to strip off the akin; then pound- 
ing it in the Mctlail or mortar, and making it into 
thin flattened cakes, which were baked on h«ated 
stones. The finer bread was not thicker than stout 
paper. It was sometimes prepared with aromaiic 
plants. From maize also they made the gruel MtoUi, 
of which they had eighteen sorte, characterized by 
their several admixtures. It was commonly sweet- 
ened with honey, and formed the ordinary break- 
fast of the people, and was not less healthy than 
agreeable. 

Next to maize, the vegetables in common use 
wfire the cacao, the chia, and the French bean. 
Of the former, several common drinks were made, 
and among others that called Ckocolall. To 
prepare this, equal quantities of cacao and the 
seeds of Pocholl were ground, with a proportiona- 
ble quantity of water, in a pot, and macerated with 
a species of pestal. The Uc|uid matter was poured 
into a separate vessel. Into the remainder a handful 
of paste of boiled maize was thrown, and the mix- 
ture was also boiled and then blended with the oily 
liquor, and eaten when it was cool. This is the 
onpn of the chocolate which the cultivated na- 
tions of Europe and America, continue to use in 
immense quantities, prepared according to the 
tastes of consumers. The Mexicans uswl in their 
chocolate the Tlilxochitl, or vaniglia, the flower of 
die XochinacaztU,' and tlie fruit of the Mecaxo- 

' The tree of (he Socliin»c«iUi, liss lone, "U^irfil, natiow 
leant, of ■ dm* green mloor. lu flowur conwsls of u» peuli, 
vhicb ae pur|ile wilhin, g^een wlQiQUl, »iid plauiriitlT odor, 
oua. From ilie reieinbbuiie of Ihtdr fipire to an ear, they wero 
«lle<! bythii luune unong (he Mtxieann, uid bj the Spuulu^t, 
Bf^piela or little eai. The liruit ii ingulU', wd of ft blood «al> 
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chitlf* and sometimes also honey, as the Europeans 
put sugar, both to render it more palatable and 
wholesome. 

Of the seed of the chia, a beverage still common 
in Mexico, was made; and from this seed, mixed 
with maize, the chianzotzoolcUeUi^ an intoxicating 
liquor, much used by the people in time of war, was 
obtained. The soldier, who had a small bag of flour 
of maize and chia, thought himself amply provided. 
When necessary, he boiled the quantity he desired, 
mixing a littie honey of the maguey with it, and by 
means of this delicious and nounshing beveraee, 
(as Hernandez calls it,) endured the aniour of uie 
sun, and the fatigues of war. 

The Mexicans did not eat so much flesh as the 
Europeans; nevertheless, at festivals, and daily at 
the tables of the nobles, different kinds of animal 
food were served up; such as deer, rabbits, Mexi- 
can boars, Tuze and Techichi^ which they fattened 
as the Europeans do hogs, and other animals of the 
land, the water, and the air, but the most common 
were turkeys and quails. 

The fruits most used, were the mamei, the tlilza- 
potl, the cochitzapotlj the chieizapoil^ the ananas^ 
the cherimoja^ the ahuacail^ annona^ the pitahaja, 
the capolin or Mexican cherry, and different spe- 
cies of tune^ or Indian figs. Notwithstanding this 
abundant and variety of food, the Mexicans were 
destitute of milk, and fat, as they had neither cows, 
sheep, goats, nor domesticated swine. 

The usual condiment to their food, besides salt, 
was the great pepper and tomate, which have be- 
come equally common among the Spaniards of that 
country, and the inhabitants of both Americas. 

our, and g^rows within a pod of six inches in length, and ahout 
one tiiick. It is pecidiar to hot countries. The flower was 
greatly valued, and never wanting in tlie markets. 

* The Mecaxochitl, is a smadl flexible plant, whose leaves 
are laif;e and thick, and the fruit resembles long pepper. 
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They drank several sorts of vinous liquors drawn 
from the maguey, the palm, and the stems and grain 
of maize. The last, called cAicAo, was generally 
used. But the most common, and the best, was 
that from the maguey, called octli^ by the natives, 
and by the Spaniards pulque. Of the manner of 
cnltivatins this plant and manufacturing the wine, 
we have already spoken. 

IX. The ordinary vestments of the Mexicans 
were simple, consisting of the maxtlatl and tilmatU, 
for Ihe men, and of the cuHtl and the huanlli^ for 
the women. The maxtlatl was a large belt or gir- 
dle, the ends of which hung down before and be- 
hind. The tilmatli was a s<]uare mantle, about 
four feeMong; the ends were tied upon the breast, 
or upon one shoulder. The cueitl or Mexican 
sown was also a piece of square cloth, in which 
uie women wrapped themselves from the waist 
down to the middle of the leg. The huepilli was 
a short under vest, without sleeves. 

The dress of the poor, was of the thread of the 
maguey or of coarse cotton cloth; but the rich 
wore the finest cotton, embellished with various 
colours, and figures of animals, or flowers, or wo- 
ven with feathers, or the fine hair of the rabbit, 
and adorned with figures of gold and loose locks 
of cotton hanging about the girdle or maxtlatl. 
The men used two or three mantles, and the wo- 
men three or four vests, and as many gowns, put- 
ting the longest undermost, so that a part of each 
might be seen. The nobles had winter waistcoats 
of cotton, interwoven with soft feathers, or the 
hwr of the rabbit Women of rank, besides tiie 
huepilli, had an upper vest, something like the sur- 
plice or gown of ecclesiastics, but larger, and with 
longer sleeves. 

Both sexes wore sandals of leather, or coarse 
cloth of the maguey, bound to the foot with strings; 
E e 2 
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and the women bajced, wove, embroidered, pre- 
pared victuals, and cleaned their houses. All dai- 
ly offered orisons to their gods, and burned copal in 
their honour, and therefore, no house, however 
poor the possessor, wanted idols or censers. 

The nations of Anahuac, like the ancient shep- 
herds of Europe; kindled their fire by the friction 
o£ two pieces of wood. The Mexicans generally 
used the Achiote<f or roucou of the French. Bot- 
urini affirms, that they ^ruck fire also from flint. 
They commonly had two meals a day. The break- 
fast, of AtoUi^f and tiie dinner taken after mid- 
day. They ate little, but drank freely, either 
of the wine of maguey, maize, chia, or of choco- 
late. 

XI. After dinner, the nobles composed themselves 
tp sleep with the smoke of tobacco. This plant was 
greatly in use among the people. They made va- 
rious plasters with it, and tooK it not only by smo- 
king, out also in snuff at the nose. In order to 
smoke it, they put the leaves with the gum of li- 
quid amber, and other hot, warm, and odorous herbs, 
into a pipe of wood, reed, or more valuable sub- 
stance, xhey received the smoke by sucking the 
pipe, and closing the nostrils with their fingers, so 
that it might pass more easily towards the lungs.* 

Who could have predicted that the vice of a bar- 
barous and phlegmatic people, would conquer the 

* Tobacco f is k name taken from the Haitian language. The 
Mexicans had two species of tobacco, very different in the size 
of the plant and the leaves, tlie figure of the flower, and the 
colour of the seed. The smaller, which is the common one, 
was caUed IHcietl, and the larger Quanpetl. This last grows 
as high as a moderate tree. Its flower is not divided into five 
parts, like that of the Pieietl, hut is cut into six or seven an- 
gles. These plants vary very much according to clime, not only 
in the quality, hut also, in the size of the leaves and other cir- 
cumstances, on which account several authors have multiplied 
fbe species. 
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civilized nations of the whole world, and become 
the source of the greatest revenues of the king- 
doms of Europe; whilst the inventors of the cus- 
tom should abandon it Few of the Indians of 
New Spain now smoke, and none use tobacco in 
snufif. For soap, the Mexicans, as the^ inhabitants 
of the West India islands, used the fruit and root 
of a tree. The fruit was that of the copdbuicoll, 
a tree of moderate size, found in Michuacan, Yu- 
catan, Miztecas, and elsewhere.* The pulp under 
the rind of the fruit, which is white, viscous, and 
Teiy bitter, makes water white, raises a froth, and 
sarves like soap, to wash and clean linen. The 
root is that of the amolH, a small plant, but verj 
common in that country, for which Saponana 
Jlmericana seems to be the proper name, as it is 
not very dissimilar to the saponaiia of the old 
country; but the amolli is more used to wash the 
body now, and more particularly the head, than for 
clotnes.t 

XII. Agriculture, the first of the social arts, 
and the [source of all others, was duly honoured 
and diligentiy pursued by all the nations of Ana* 
huac. The Toltecans tau^t it to the Checheme- 
can hunters. And we have seen that the Mexi- 
cans, during the whole of their peregrination from 
Aztian, cultivated the earth in all places where 
they sojourned; and that when subjected by the 
Colnuans and Tepanecans, and confined to the 
miserable islands of the lake, they created movea- 
ble fields and gardens. 

* Hernandez mentionfl it under the name of CopalxocoOy bnt 
says nothing of its detergent quality; Betancourt speaki of it 
under the name of the soap tree, hy which it is known amooff 
the Spaniards; and Valmont describes it under the name of 
Sofvonier, and Saponaria •Americana. The root of this tree it 
used instead of soap, but it is not so good as the firuit 

t There is a species of amolli, the root of which djes hiir 
the ooloor of gold. 
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These eifts of necessit^r, were in after times 
used chieSj as means of enjoyment, and emplo jed 
in the cultivadon of fruits and flowers, offerings 
alike acceptable to men and gods. Even under 
the Spanish regime, daily at sunrise innumerable 
▼essefs loaded with various flowers and herbs, come 
by the canal to the great market place of Mexicow 
In the latest sardens, there was commonly a small 
tree and mit, to shelter the cultivator. 

When the owner or the Chinampa^ as he is usu- 
ally called, wishes to change his situation, ei&er to 
remove from a disagreeable nei^bour, or to ap- 
proach some member of his own familj, he gets 
into a canoe and tows his farm after him^ 'fliat 
part of the lake, says Claidgero, in which those 
noating gardens are, is a place of infinite recrea- 
tion, where the senses receive the highest possible 
gratification. 

As soon as the Mexicans had gained by conquest 
lands for cultivation, they applied themselves with 
diligence to agriculture. Having neither ploughs, 
nor oxen, nor other animals proper to be employed 
in the culture of the earth, tney supplied the want 
of them by- labour, and simple instruments. To 
break the ground, they used trie Coatl, (or Coa^) an 
instrument of copper, with a wooden handle; but 
different from a spade or mattock. They employed 
axes of copper to fell, and shape their timber, put- 
ting the axe into an eye of the nandle. The negli- 
gence of ancient writers on this subject has de- 
prived us of the means of describing other agricul- 
tural utensils. Their mode of cultivation displayed 
not only industry, but also an admirable knowledge 
of the principles of the art. They irrigated their 
fields by the rivers and small torrents from tiie 
mountains; raising dams to collect the waters, and 
forming canals to conduct them. Lands which 
lay on the acclivity of mountains, were not sown 
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yearly, but allowed to lie fallow until over-run 
with bushes, which they burned, to repair by their 
ashes the salt washed away by the rains. They 
surrounded their fields with stone inclosured 
or with hedges of the metl or aloe; which they regu-> 
larly repaired in the month Panquetzaliztlu They 
sowed their maize in the following manner; the 
labourer made a small hole in the ground with a 
stick or drill, the point of which was probably har- 
dened by fire; into which he drofiped one or two 
grains, from a basket hanging on his shoulder, and 
covered them with earth by means of his foot; 
he then passed forward a certain distance, greater 
or less, according to the quality of the soil, open- 
ed another hole, and thus in a straidit line to the 
ond of the field* The plants were mus set ^ui- 
distant from, and parallel to each other. This 
method of sowing, is now used by a few of the In* 
dians only. When the com attained the proper 
height, the earth was drawn around the foot of the 
stalks to afford it nourishment, and protect it from 
the wind. 

In the labours of the field the men were assisted 
by the women* It was the business of the former 
to dig and hoe the ground, to sow, to heap the 
earth about the plants, and to gather the harvest; 
of the latter, to strip off the leaves from the ears; 
to weed, tina to shell it, was the employment of 
both. 

When the fields were sown, small towers of 
wood, branches, and n^ats were erected, in which 
a man, defended from the sun and rain, k^pt watch 
and drove away the birds, that came in nocks to 
consume the young grain^ and the precaution has 
been adopted by the Spaniard. 

XIII. The Mexicans were also skilled in horti- 
culture. Their mirdens were planted with taste, 
andUstocked with fruit trees, medicinal plants, and 



dd4 HISTOBT or AMERICA. CH. VIII. 

m 

flowers. The last were sought by all, not less on 
account of the particular pleasure taken in them^ 
than of the custom which prevailed of presenting 
nosegays to the king, nobles, and ambassadors, and 
other persons of rank, imd of the excessive quantities 
used m the temples and private oratories. Amongst 
theancient gardens, of which an account has been 
preserved, mose of the kings of Mexico and Tez- 
cuco, and of the lords of iztapalapan and Uuax- 
tepac, are much celebrated. The extent, disposi- 
tion, and beauty of one of the gardens of Iztapa- 
lapan, excited we admiration of the Spanish con- 
Sierors. This was laid out in four squares and 
^ anted with a variety of ornamental and odorifer- 
ous trees; through the squares, alleys were formed 
by fruit trees and esnaliers of flowering shrubs, 
and aromatic herbs. Several canals from the lake, 
meandered through it,, into one of which, barges 
could enter. In the centre was a fish pond, whose 
circumference was sixteen hundred paces, with 
steps on every side; to whose waters innumerable 
fowl resorted. 

^ The garden of Huaxtepec was yet more exten- 
sive and renowned. Its circumference was six 
miles, and it was watered by a beautiful river. In- 
numerable species of trees and plants, indigenous 
and exotic were reared there, and symmetricafly dis- 
posed | and at proper distances, pleasure houses 
were erected. The Spaniards for many years pre- . 
served this garden, where they cultivated the medi- 
cinal herbs of the climate, for the use of the hospi- 
tal which they founded. The woods were care- 
fully preserved as ma^zines of fuel and timber, 
and of game, for the diversion of the king.* 

• Cortes in his letter to Charles V. of the 15th of May, 1522, 
told him that the garden of Huaxtepec was the most extensive, 
the most heautiful, and most delightful, -which had ever heen 
1>eheld; Beroal Diaz says^ that the garden was most won- 
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Among the plants most cultivated next to maize, 
v^ere cotton, tne cacao, the metl or aloe, the chia, 
and great pepper. The aloe or maguey alone, 
yielded almost every thing necessary to the life of 
the poor. Besides making excellent hedges for 
their fields, its trunks served for beams for the roofs 
of their houses, and its leaves instead of tiles. 
From the latter they also obtuned paper, thread, 
neodles, cloth, shoes, stockings, and cordage; the 
trunk, and thickest part of the leaves, mrhen well 
baked, made tolerable food; and lastly, it was 
highly medicinal in several disorders. It was, as we 
have already observed, much valued, and very pro* 
fitable to the Spaniards. 

XIY. In rearing their indigenous animals the 
Mexicans were as industrious as in agricultural 
pursuits. Private persons bred techichis, quadni- 

Seds as we have already mentioned similar to small 
ogs; turkeys, quails, eeese, ducks, and other spe- 
cies of fowl, in the liouses of the nobles were 
br^, fish, deer, rabbits, and avariety of birds; and 
in the royal palaces, almost all the species of quad- 
rupeds, and winged animals of those ^countries, 
with a prodigious number of water animals and 
reptiles. In this species of magnificence, Monte- 
zuma II. probably surpassed all his contempontries; 
and perhaps no nation equalled the Mexican in the 
care of their animals, or had so much knowledge 

derful, and tnilj watihj of a great prinee. Heniandes, fre> 
quenUy mentioDS it in his Natural Histoir, and names several 
plants which were transplanted there, and amongst others, the 
Lalsam ti«e. Cortes also in his letter to Charles V. of the dOth 
of Oetoher 1520, relates, tfaAt having requested Montezuma to, 
cause a villa to be made in Malinalt^iec for that emperor; two 
months were hardly elapsed, when ^ere were erected at that 
plaoe four good houses; sixty fanega of maize sown, ten of 
French beans, two thousand feet of ground planted with oacao{ 
and a vast pond made, where five hundred ducks were breeds 
ioKs andhooiea erected in which were fifteen hundred turidea. 

Ff 
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of their dispositions, of the food proper for each^ 
and of the means necessary for their preservation 
and increase. Among the animals reared bj 
them, none is more worthj of notice than the 
nochiztli^ or Mexican cochineal, which we have 
already described. This insect, so greatly yalued 
in Europe, on account of its dyes, being not only 
extremely delicate, but also persecuted by several 
enemies, demands a great deal more care from the 
briers tiian the silk worm. Rain, cold, and 
strong winds destroy it^ birds, mice, and worms 

Eersecute and devour it; hence, it is necessary to 
eep the rows of opuntia, or nopal, where those 
insects are bred, always clean; to attend constant- 
ly to drive away the buxls which are destructive to 
Inem, to make nests of hay for them in the leaves 
of the plant, by the juice of which they are nour- 
ished; and when the season of rain approaches, to 
raise them from the plants together witn the leaves, 
and guard them in houses. Before the females lay 
their eggs, they cast their skins; to obtain, which 
spoil, the breeders use the tail of the rabbit, brush- 
ing most gently with it, that they may not detach 
the insects from the leaves, or do them any hurt. 
On every leaf the insect makes three nests, and in 
each nest lays about fifteen eegs. The cultivators 
make three gatherings annually; reserving however 
each time, a certain number for a future genera- 
tion; but the last gathering is least valued, the in- 
sects beingsmaller, and mixed with shreds of the 
opuntia. The cochineal is most commonly killed 
with hot water. On the* manner of drying it after- 
wards, the beauty of the colour chiefly depends. 
The best is dried in the sun. It is sometimes dried 
in the comalli or pan, in which their bread of maize 
is baked, at others in the temazcalliy a sort of 
oven. 

XV. In the chase, the Mexicans were dexterous. 
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Using bows, darts, nets,snares, and the Cerbottane.* 
The cerbottane of the kings and nobles were curi- 
ously carved and painted and adorned with gold 
and silver. Occasionallj, there were general chases, 
either to pr6cure victims for sacrifices, or of a fes- 
tive nature, appointed bj the king. At such 
times a large wood was fixed upon, and snares and 
nets set in appropriate places. Some thousand 
hunters formed a circle round the forest, of six, 
seven, eieht, or more miles; setting fire to the dry 
ffrass ana herbs, and making a loud noise of drums, 
noms, and shouts. The alarmed animals fled to 
the centre. The hunters gradually contracted 
their circle, until a small space only was left, in 
which they attacked the ^me vritn their arms. 
Some of the animals were uUed, and others taken 
alive in the snares or by the hands of the pursuers. 
Such was the quantity and variety of game thus 
obtained, that the first viceroy of l^xico re- 
fusing to credit the report, ordered a general 
hunt A great plain in the country of the Otomies, 
between the villages of Xilotepec and S. Giovanni 
del Rio, was sheeted. He, with a great reti- 
nue of Spaniards repaired thither, where accom- 
modations were prepared for them in temporary 
houses. Eleven thousand Otomies formed a circle 
of more than fifteen miles, and assembled such a 
multitude of animals, that the astonished governor 
commanded the greater part of them to be set at 
liberty; yet the number taken, exceeded six hun- 
dred deer and wild goats, an hundred cojotes, and 
a vast quantity of hares, rabbits, and other quad- 
rupeds. The plain still retains the Spanish naine 
Cazadero^ or place of the chase, then given to it. 
Besides the metnod above described, the hunters had 

* Long tubes, or pipes through which they shot, bj blowiii|f 
with the mouth, little balls at birds. 
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Tarious devices for taking particular kinds of animals. 
To catch young apes, thej made a small fire in the 
woods, and put among the burning coal a species 
of stone, called Cacalotetly (raven, or black 
stone,) which bursts with a loud noise when heated. 
Thej covered the fire with earth, and sprinkled 
around it a little maize. The apes allured bj the 
grain, assembled about it with their young, and 
while they were peaceably eating, the stone burst; 
the old ones fled away in terror leaving their cubs, 
who were seized by tne hunters. 

The Mexicans pursued the same mode as the 
Haitians, to take water fowl. The lakes of the 
Mexican vale, and others, are frequented by a pro- 
digious multitude of ducks, geese, and other aqua- 
lie birds. Some emptjr gourds were thrown on the 
water, that the bird mignt be accustomed to see, 
and approach them, without fear. The bird catcher 
wadea* cautiously into the pool, covering his head 
with a like gourd, drew the fowl under me water, 
and thus secured as many as he desired. 

The hunters took serpents alive, by throwing 
them into vessels with great dexterity; or by ap- 
proaching them intrepidly, seizing them with the 
iiands and sewing up their mouths. They still 
take them in this way, and in the apothecaries shops 
of the capital, and other cities, may be seen live 
serpents which have been so caught. They pos- 
sessed that wonderful skill common to the savage 
race, of tracing the footsteps of wild beasts, with 
almost absolute certainty. They tracked them 
when wounded, by observing attentively the drops 
of blood which fell upon the leaves, and at all times, 
by the derangement of the herbs or foliage made in 
their passage. 

Xyi. From the situation of their capital, and 
its vicinity to the lake of Chalco, which abounded 
with fish, the Mexicans were still more invited to 
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fishing than to the chase. The instruments com- 
moni^ used for this purpose were nets, but they 
likewise employed hooks, harpoons, and spears. The 
fishers also took crocodiles m two ways. One by 
tying them by the neck, which, as Hernandez as- 
serts, was very common; but he does not explain 
the manner in which they performed an act appa- 
rently so temerarious. The other, still used, was 
that which the Egyptians formerly practiced on the 
crocodiles of theNile. The fisher presents him- 
self before the crocodile, carrying in his hand a 
strong stick, well sharpened at both ends, and 
when the animal opens his mouth to devour faim^ 
he thrusts his armed hand into its jaws, which are 
transfixed by the attempt to close them. The fish- 
er then, waiting until tne animal grows feeble from 
the loss of blood, kills it 

XYII. Fishing, hunting, agriculture, and the 
arts, supplied the means for several branches of 
trade. The commerce of the Mexicans originated 
in the Tezcucan lake. They exchanged me fish 
caught there, and the mats woven of its rushes for 
maize, cotton, stones, and wood, which they re- 
quired for their support, their clothing, and theit 
buildings. Their ^ trade and political power in- 
creased in the same ratio, and the former extended 
to the most distant provinces of the empire. In- 
numerable merchants travelled from one city to 
another, and throughout the extensive country of 
Anahuac a market was daily opened; and on every 
fifth day, one more considerable, and general, was 
holden. Cities which were near termer, had this 
market on different days, that they, might not pre^ 
judice each other; but in the capital it was kept on 
tlie days of the House, the Rabbit, the Reed, and 
the Flint; which, in the first year of the cycle, 
were the third, the eighth, the thirteenth, and eigh- 
teenth of every monu. 
Ff 3 
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To convey some idea of those fairs, which have 
been much celebrated by the historians of Mexico, 
we describe that held in the capital. Previous to 
the reign of Axajacatl, it was kept in a space be- 
fore the royal palace; but after the conouest of 
Tlatelolco was removed to that quarter. The pub- 
lic place of Tlateh)lco was, according to Cortes, 
twice as lar^ as that of Salamanca, one of the 
most famous m Spain, and surrounded by porticos 
for the convenience of the merchants. Each sort 
of merchandize had its peculiar place, allotted by 
' the judges of commerce. The number of mer- 
chants who daily assembled at this mart, exceeded 
fifty thousand. The articles were so numerous 
and various, that the Spanish historians, declare 
their inability to describe them. Clavigero says, 
that all the productions of Mexico and her depen- 
dencies, might be obtained here, as well the raw 
material, as the manufactured articles. Even slaves, 
and vessels laden with human ordure for dressing 
the skins of animals were sold here. ' Nor was any 
thing permitted to be sold out of market, save pro- 
vision. The potters and jewellers of Cholula, the 
goldsmiths of Azcapozalco, the painters of Tez- 
cuco, the stone cutters of Tenajocan, the hunters 
of Xilotepec, the fishers of Cuitlahuac, the frui- 
terers of the hotter countries, the mat weavers and 
chair makers of Quauhtitlan, and the florists of 
Xochimilco, all assembled here to exchange the pro- 
duce of their labours. 

XVIII. It has been said* that the Mexicans had 
no conventional representative of value, but car- 
ried on their commerce wholly by barter. But 
this is untrue. They had five kinds of money. 
The first was a species of cacao, different from 
that used in their diet, which they counted in 

* Robertson's Am. book 7. sec. S6. 
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exchai^ by XiqtiqnlUy or portions of eight thou- 
sand, xo save the trouble of numbering them, when 
the merchandize was of great value, they reckoned 
them by sacks, as dollars now are; every sack con- 
taining three xiquepilli, or twenty-four thousand 
nuts. The second representative consisted of small 
cloths of cotton, called patolquachtli, beine solely 
destined for the purchase of articles which were 
immediately necessary. - The third species was 
gold in dust, contained in goose quills, whose 
transparency showed the precious metal which fill- 
ed them, and which in proportion to their size were 
of greater or less value. The fourti), which almost 
resembled coined money, was made- of pieces of 
copper, in the form of a T, and was employed in 
purchases of small value. The fifth, of which 
Cortes speaks in his last letter to the emperor, con- 
sisted of thin pieces of tin. 

They sold and exchanged merchandize by num- 
ber and measure, but we have no evidence that they 
used weights.* 

XIX. To prevent fraud and disorder, certain 
commissioners continually traversed the market; 
and a tribunal of commerce, composed of twelve 
judges, sat in a house of the square, to decide all 
disputes between traders, and take cognizance of 
all trespasses committed there. An excise was 
pdd to the king on all goods brought to the mar- 
ket. A theft seldom happened here, and when de- 
tected was punished witn great severity. Even a 

* Gromara beUeved fhat the Mezicanfl made no use of loalet 
or ▼eights, because he -was ignorant of such a contrivance. 
But it is very improbable, that a nation so industrious and eonv- 
mercial, should not have known the manner of ascertaining the 
weight of goods, when among other nations of America, less 
acute than the Mexican, steeljaordfl were used according to 
the same author, to wei^ ^Id. Of how many cireumstaneei 
relative to American antiquity are we stiU ignorant, owing to the 
want of proper examination and enquiiy. 
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slight disturbance of the peace was capital. F, 
Motolinia relates, that a quarrel having arisen be- 
tween two women in the market of Tezcuco, and 
one of them having beaten the other with her hands, 
and occasioned me loss of some blood, to the 
amazement of the people, who were not accustomed 
to see such an outrage committed there, she was 
immediately condemned to death for the offence* 
The Spaniards who saw those markets highly ex- 
tolled them, and expressed great admiration of the 
order maintained among so great a multitude* 
The markets of Tezcuco, Tlascala, Cholula, Hu- 
exotzinco, and other large places, were ordered af- 
ter the same manner as that of Me^co. That of 
Tlascala, Cortes affirms, was attended by more 
than thirty thousand persons. At Tepeyacac, 
not one of the largest cities, Motolinia says, 
he has known, twenty-four years after the con- 
quest, when the commerce of those people had 
sreatiy declined, that at the market hela eyery five 
days, there were not less than eight thousandf Eu- 
ropean hens sold; and that as many were sold at 
the market of Acapitlayocan. 

XX. When a young merchant was desirous of 
taking a long journey, he gave an entertainment 
to his superiors, who were no longer able, on ac- 
count of their age, to travel, and also, to his own 
relations, to whom he communicated his design, 
and the motive which prompted it The guests 
praised his resolution recommended him to tread 
m the steps of his ancestors, and particularly if it 
was his first journey, they advised nim how to con- 
duct himself. In general, several merchants tra- 
velled together for greater safety. Each carried in 
his hand a smooth black stick, typical of their god 
Jacateuctli, whose protection was thus secured 
against the dangers of the journey. At each halt- 
ing place they bound die sticks together, and wor- 
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shipped them; and twice or thrice during the night 
they drew blood from themselves, in honour of that 
god. During the absence of a. merchant from home, 
his wife or children did not wash their iteads, al- 
though they bathed, excepting once every eighty 
days, not only to testify their regi-et for bis absence, 
but also, by that species of mortification to procure 
him the protection of their gods. When a mer- 
chant died on hia journey, advice thereof was iin- 
rnediately sent to the oldest merchants of his na- 
tive country, who communicated the event to his 
relations. The latter immediately formed a rude 
statue of the deceased, in wood, to which they 
paid all the funeral honours due to his dead body. 
For the convenience of travellers, public roads 
were made, and duly repaired every year after the 
rainy season; in the mountains, andotheruninhabit- 
ed places, houses were erected for their reception, 
and bridges and other means were provided for 
passing the rivers. 

The Mexican boats were oblong, and flat bot- 
tomed, without keel, masts, or sails, and were pro- 
pelled by oars. They were of various sizes. The 
smallest would scarce bear three people, the lar- 
gest would carry upwards of thirty. Many were 
made of a single trunk of a tree. The number 
constantly traversing the Mexican lake exceeded, 
by the accountof ancient historians, fifty thousand. 
For the passage of rivers, tliey sometimes used 
a vessel, called balsa by the Spaniards, con- 
sisting of a square platform, of anout five feet, 
composed of ofatii, solid canes, tied firmly upon 
large, hard, empty gourds. From four to six pas- 
sengers might be transported by this singular raft, 
which was impelled by two or more swimmers. 
It is perfectly safe where the current is equal and 
smooth, but dangerous in rapid and impetuous 
rivers. Their bndges were built either of stonet 
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or wood, but those of stone were rare. The most 
singular species, was that to which the Spaniards 
hav^ given the name of Hamaca; composed of ropes 
made of Liennea^ or parasite plants, more pliant 
than the willow, jet thicker and stronger, call- 
ed Bef'ticos^ twisted and wove together^ the ex- 
tremities of which, were tied to trees on either 
side of the river, the tress or net formed by them 
remaining suspended in the air in the manner of a 
swing. These bridges, not unlike our chain bridges, 
are still used. The Spaniards dare not pass them, 
but the Indians cross them with as much confidence 
as they do a stone bridge, regardless of the undu- 
latory motion of the mmcLca^ or the depth of the 
river beneath it. 

The maritime commerce of the Mexicans, was 
very inconsiderable. Their vessels were unfit for 
navigating the ocean, and those seen coasting on 
both seaa belonged to fishermen. Their greater 
traffic by water, was carried on in the fake of 
Mexico. All the stone, and wood for building and 
for fuel, the fish, the greater part of the maize, the 
pulse, fruit, and flowers, were brought by water. The 
commerce of the capital with Tezcuco, Xochimil- 
co, Chaico, Cuitlahuac and other cities on the lake 
was thus carried by boats, and occasioned tljat 
wonderful number of vessels which we have men- 
tioned. 

The Mexicans having no beasts of burden, were 
compelled to transport their merchandize over 
land by porters or carriers, whom they called TTa- 
mama or Tlameme. They were reared to this 
business from infancy, and pursued it during their 
lives. Their regular load was about sixty pounds, 
and they walked daily fifteen miles, with this bur- 
den; and at this rate, frequently over rocky and 
steep mountains. And even now, although Mexi- 
co abounds in animals of burden, the people are 
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seen making long journeys with heavy packs upon 
tlieir backs. They carry these burdens in petla- 
caUi, baskets made of cane, and covered with lea- 
ther, which are light and defend their goods suffi- 
ciently from rain or sun. The baskets are still 
used by the Spaniards, who have corrupted the 
name into petacas, 

XXT. With the exception of the savage Otomies 
and Chechemecas, all the nations of Anahuac were 
instructed in the architectural arts, and it is not 
practicable to discover the period when they were 
Ignorant of them. The Toltecks, as we have seen, 
had long before the arrival of. the Azteck tribes, 
covered the country with cities, magnificent tem- 
ples, and very extensive and admirably constructed 
fortifications; and the Aztecks have left memorials 
of their skill, upon the banks of the river Gila, in 
Pimeria, and near the city of Zacatecas; and it is 
not improbable, that many of the monuments which 
are still visible in the basm of the Mississippi, were 
tiie work of their hands. 

The miserable state to which the Mexicans had 
been reduced, before they founded their city in the 
lake, compelled them to erect their first dwellings 
of reeds and mud; but, on their -acquisition of 
wealth and power, their taste for splendour and 
grandeur displayed itself. 

As in other countries, the houses of the poor 
were formed in a temporary manner, and of cheap 
materials. They were commonly of reeds, unbum- 
ed brick, or stone cemented with clay, roofed with 
strong grass, the produce of the hotter climes, or 
with the leaves of the maguey, placed in the man- 
ner of tiles, to which they bear some resemblance 
in shape and thickness. It was not unusual to 
support these dwellings against a tree, as well from 
motives of economy, as from the desite to have the 
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benefit of its shade. If the tenant were verj in- 
digent, one chamber served him for all purposes, 
sheltering together his family and his domestic ani- 
inals. But if he were above the pressure of want, 
his dwelling expanded into several apartments, 
among which were an oratory, a bath, and a gra- 

naiT. 

"The dwellings of the noble and the wealthy, were 
of stone and lime, having two floors, halte, court 
yards, and many chambers, advantageously dis- 
posed. The roofs were flat, and terraced; the 
walls so white, polished, and splendant, tiiat the 
Spaniards mistook them for silver. The pavements 
or floors were of plaister, plain an6 smooth. Many 
of these dwellings were crowned with battlements 
and turrets, and nad extensive gardens, arranged 
with great symmetry. The larger houses of the 
capital had two entrances; the principal one from the 
street, and the other from the canal. They were 
without doors, the laws being deemed a sufficient 
protection; a reed drawn across the portal was the 
only barrier against intrusion, and a string of cacao 
or broken earthenware suspended from it, served 
the purpose of a bell, to announce the entrance of 
a visitor. But none presumed to rjuse this bar, 
save a relative or friend, without the express per- 
mission of the owner. 

Clavigero asserts, that their masons understood 
the construction of the arch, and he refers to the 
baths, and to the remains of the royal palaces ot 
Tezcuco and other buildings, and also to several 
paintings, to sustain his position. But from a re- 
mark 01 Torquemada, we should infer that such 
was not the case. He says, that when the Mexi- 
cans beheld the centres taken from the arch^ 
in the first church of Mexico, they were afraid 
to enter it; and M. de Humboldt, expresslj 
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assures us, that they knew not how to form an 
arch.* 

There is abundant evidence however, that they 
delighted in architectural, rythmic ornaments, sim- 
ilar to the Grecquesj and Arabeaquea^ known alike 
to the polished nations of Europe and Asia, and to 
the ancient Etrurians. These ornaments, together 
with massive stone columns, without chapter or 
plinth, are seen in the ruins of the palace of Mitla«t 
The columns, M. de Humboldt affirms, are the only 
ones yet found in America; whilst the AU>e Clavi- 
gero, would lead us to suppose, that large pillars 
of a single block, ornamented with bas reliet were 
common. :( 

Ornaments, having the resemblance ^of snakes, 
were frequently cut about the windows of the 
houses; and on some dwellip^ a serpent was 
represented, in the act of bitiue his tail, after 
having twisted his body through sll the appertures 
of the building. 

The walls were perpendicular, and were proba- 
bly raised by aid of the plummet, though it has 
been supposed, that the Mexican masons elevated 
the ground with their building, and that until the 
latter was completed, the walls were invisible. But 
this clumsy and toilsome expedient, is incompati- 
ble with the speed of their labours, and with their 
acknowledged skill in other matters. 

The foundations of the lar]ce houses in the capi- 
tal, were laid on piles of ceaar, driven intp the 
marshy ground; and the Spaniards were compelled 
to pursue the same method. The beams ot such 
houses were of cedar, fir, cypress, pine, or ojametl^ 
supported, according to Cfavigero, by columns of 
stone, round or square, and which in tiie royal 

* Researches, Art. Pyramid of Cholala. 
t Tb. Art. Ruins of Mifraitlan. 
I CUvigero, Mei. bMk 7.-- SMAoto £. Appoodiik 

Gg 
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palaces were of marble and alabaster; the latter of 
which, the Spaniards took for jasper. Previous to 
the reign of Ahuitzotl, the walls were of common 
stcme; out at that period the quarries of TetzontU, 
were discovered on the banks of the lake,^ and pre- 
ference was given to it on account of its porous 
nature, whioi renders it very adhesive, and its 
blood red colour, qualities for which it is still in 
repute. 

The aqueducts of the Mexicans, are perhaps 
among the most astonishing of their works whether 
we consider them as great measures of public econ- 
omy, or as appliances of luxury, to tneir prince. 
The salt water of the Tezcucan lake, alike unplea- 
sant and unhealthy, would have driven an ignorant 
and stupid people from its shores; or if their de- 
parture were restrained, they would have procured 
a more potable beverage, by means <^ porters, or 
at most, would have brought the water to their citj 
through an open and unwalled water-course. The 
Aztecks were accustomed to hjdraulic operations, 
and the canal at the river Gila, made by the an- 
cestors of the Mexicans, might well have suggested 
improved means of supplying the city with whole- 
some water. The aqueducts of Chapoltepec, were 
two in number, that the city might not be without 
a supply of water, when it became necessary to 
cleanse or repair either. They were two miles in 
length, of stone and mortar, five feet high, and six 
broad. From the entrance of the city, the water 
was distributed in smaller channels, for the supply 
of many fountains, but particularly of those in the 
temples, and royal palaces. At Tezcatzinco, for- 
merly a palace of pleasure, of the kings of Tezcu- 
co, the remains of an aqueduct which watered the 
royal gardens, were visible more than two centuries 
after the conquest. 

The artificers in stone, employed instruments of 
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flint or obsidiaH) and probably of hardened coj^ier, 
with which thej performed their greatest and most 
minute labours. But the results they produced, 
are not more surprising, than the transport, with the 
means we knew them to have possessed, of the 
great masses found in the capitol. The stone on 
which the Mexican calendar is engraved, and which 
was disinterred in 1790, from the former area of 
the great temple, now the Plaza Majors was pro- 
bably placed in some elevated situation. It is near 
fourteen feet square, and about three feet four 
inches thick, and weighs twenty-four tons. It must 
have been brought eight or ten leagues to the cityi 
since there is no quarry of like stone at a shorter 
distance; and when tnuisported, its volume must 
have been much greater; for a part, must have 
been taken away to reduce it to its present form of 
a regular parallelopipedon. Besides the common 
stone of the country, marble, jasper, alabaster and 
itzli, were profusely used. Of tne itzli, or volca- 
nic glass, the artists formed beautiful mirrors, 
which *hej set in gold; and the extremely shaqi 
razors, with which they ed^ed their swords, 
and which were used by their barbers. These 
keen instruments were so easily fabricated, that a 
skilful' workman would finish more than one bun* 
dred an hour. 

XXII. The Mexican lapidaries and jewellers, 
possessed skill and taste, which excited the admi« 
ration of like artists in Spain. They gaye to eme- 
ralds, amethysts, cornelians, turquoises, and other 
gems, what form they chose, and exquisite lustre, 
and set them in gold m a very fanciful and beauti* 
ful manner. Emeralds were so common in Mexico, 
that no noble was without them, and none was 
buried without one affixed to his Up. An infinite 
number was sent to Spain, and other parts of Eu- 
rope, in the first years after the conquest; and the 
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yalae of this stone, which hid been before much 
prized, was greatly reduced. Acosta tells us an 
anecdote of a Spaniard, who about this time had 
returned from tlie Indies, and who showed to an 
Italian lapidary, an emerald, and asking its value, 
was informed tnat it was worth an hundred ducats; 
he then displayed another, larger, which was rated 
at three hundred ducats. Intoxicated with his 
eood fortune, he conducted the Italian to his lodg- 
ings, and spread before him a casket full, of equal 
size. *^ These," said the lapidary, se^g so great 
a number, ^ * these are well worth a crown a piece. '* 
When Cortes first returned to Spain after the con- 
quest, he carried with him, among other inestima- 
ble jewels, five emeralds, which, as Gomara, who 
was then living, assures us, were worth one hundred 
thousand ducats. The first, was in the form of a 
rose, the second of a horn, the third a fish, with 
eyes of gold, the fourth a small bell, with a fine 
pearl for a clapper, having on the lip, engraved in 
Spanish, ^^ Bendito qtden te crid^^^ ^^ Blessed be he 
who created tliee;^^ the fifth, which was the most 
valuable, and for which the Genoese merchants 
would have given forty thousand ducats, that they 
might sell it again to the Grand Signor, was a small 
cup, with a foot of gold, having four chains of gold, 
which united in a pearl in the form of a button. 
The brim of the cup was girt with a gold ring, on 
which was engraven, " Inter natos mtUierum non 
surrexit maior.^^ These jewels wrought by the 
Indians at the order of Cortes, were presented by 
him to his second wife, who thereby became tlie 
envy of all the ladies in Spain. Cortes had also 
two emerald vases of the same workmanship, val- 
ued at three hundred thousand ducats, which he 
lost by shipwreck in the unfortunate expedition of 
Charles V. against Algiers. At present there are 
no such gems wrought, nor is the place whence 
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they were procured now known. There were, 
however, some enormous pieces of emerald long 
retained in the cathedral ot Angelopoli, and in the 
pu*ochial church of Quechola, which the pries^ 
kept secured bj chains of iron.* 

The Mexican potters, made not only necessary 
family utensils of clay, but articles of luxury which 
they embellished with various devices.. The most 
distineuished potters were formerly of Cholula, 
and their vessels were much prized by the Snao,* 
iards^ at present the most reputed are of Quauhtit- 
Ian. 

Their carpenters wrought several kinds of wood, 
with instruments of coraer, of which th^e are still 
some remains of tolerable workmanship. 

The manufacture of cloths of various kinds was 
almost universal. In these fabrics were employed 
cotton, the fur of the rabbit, and hare, the ixcotif 
or mountain palm, the QuetzaHchtH, and Fatu and 
other species of the maguey. Many of the cottons 
were remarkably delicate and fine, and much .es- 
teemed in Europe. A few years after the conquest, 
a sacerdotal habit of the Mexicans was sent to 
Rome, which,- as Boturini taffirms, was greatly ad* 
mired on account of its fineness and beauty. The 
skill of the weavers must indeed have been con- 
siderable, since they had attained the art of wea* 
vine in colours, lively representations of animals 
and flowers. Rich mantles were also made in their 
looms, of cotton and feathers curiously interwoveni 
and of a like stuff, they fabricated bed handngs, 
carpets, gowns, and other articles equally soft and 
lustrous. They mingled with cotton also, the 
dyed hair taken from the bellies of hares and rab- 
bits, and having spun it into thread, converted it 
into costly garments, particularly, winter waistcoats 

* Qavigero^ book 7. 
Gg2 
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for the nobles. From ^e aboTe named species of 
the maguey, they obtained a thread equal to that 
from flax, and from the mountain palm, a coarser 
fibre, similar to hemp; both were prepared by ret" 
ting in a manner little different from that practised 
in Europe. The taste and skill of the Mexican 
artist, will be in a measure understood from the 
following descriptive list, of the articles sent to 
Charles v . by Cortes^ a short time after his arrival 
in that country. 

XXIII. Two disks, ten palms in diameter, one 
of gold with the figure of the sun, the other of ml- 
ver with that of the moon, engraved tm them re- 
spectively; and both adorned by representations of 
animals, and other subjects, in bas relief, ingeni- 
ously executed: A gold necklace of seven pieces, 
in which were set one hundred and eig|i^-three 
small emeralds, and two hundred and thirty-two 
gems, like rubies; and pendant from it were twen- 

S -seven small golden bells, and some pearls: Ano- 
er necklace of four pieces of gold, set with one 
hundred and two rubies, one hundred and seventy- 
two emeralds, and ten fine pearls, with twenty-six 
bells of gold: A helmet of wood overlaid with gold, 
and adorned with gems, from which hung twenty- 
five golden bells; me whole surmounted for a crest^ 
with a bird, having eyes, beak, and feet, of gold: 
A bracelet of gold: A sceptre with rings of gold at 
the extremities, set with pearls: Four tridents, or- 
namented with feathers of various colours, with 
pearl points, bound with golden thread: Several 
shoes of deer skin, sewed with gold thread, the 
soles of blue and white itzli, extremely thin: A 
shield of wood and leather, with small bells hang- 
ing from it, having in the centre a gold plate, on 
which was engraved a portrait of the god of war, 
between the heads of a lion, a tiger, an eagle, and 
an owl: Several dressed skind of quadrupeds and 
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birds, with the hair and plumage: Twenty-four cu« 
rious shields of sold, feathers, and small pearls, 
and four others oi feathers and silver only: Four 
fishes, two ducks, and some other birds of cast 
gold: Two sea shells imitated in gold, and a large 
crocodile, girt with golden threads; a large mirror, 
and many smaller ones, adorned witi^ gold: Seve- 
ral mitres and crowns, of feathers and gold, decked 
with pearls and gems: Some large plumes of beau- 
tiful leathers of various colours, fretted with gpld 
and small pearls : Rich fans of feathers, and of ffdd, 
and feathers intermixed, of various sizes and ranci- 
fill forms: Various mantles of cottofi, some alto- 
gether white, others chequered of many colours, 
on the outside roughy like a sha^ggy cloth, and wi^- 
out nap, and colourless: Many vests, napkins, \msA 
covers, tapestries, and carpets of cotton. 

These various articles were, according (o Goma* 
ra, more valuable for their workmanship than their 
material. The colours of the cotton were Very 
fine, and those of ike feathers natundi and the 
works of cast metal astonished the Spanish gold- 
smiths. 

XXIY. The culture of reli^on has in most 
countries, been accompanied by the growth of the 
arts of painting and sculpture; men beine at all 
times prone to represent, in a tangible ana visible 
form, their conceptions of the deities they worship. 
The prohibition of the divine law, excluded 
these arts of simulation from ^e Jewish temple 
and altars, but the jealousy of the Hebrew theocra- 
cy in this respect, nas not been imitated by other 
reli^onists, save the Mahometans and the reformed 
christians. But if veneration for supematund 
power gave birth to, or ]Nt»moted these arts, it i^ 
probable t^t the superstition which thence grew 
up, also circumscribed their progress— that the fin)^ 
imperfect models acquired a sacred character, from 
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which the tniests foriMtde any deviation, until the 
increaBe oTcivilization and taste throughout societ j, 
compelled them to admit genius to tne altar. To 
this cause we may ascribe, the preservation of rude 
and imp^ect forms of statuary among the Egyp- 
tians, tne Hindoos, and other nations of the I^t, 
and the Me»cans, long after they had acquired 
science, and art to mould more, ^e, and more 
graceful imitations of nature. 

From whatever cause the taste may have been, 
derived, the Mexicans delighted in the imitative 
arts, and are reported to have been more success- 
ful in sculpture, casting in metals and in mosaic 
work, than in painting. They carved in stone 
metal and wood, and gave acuteness and polish to 
their work, truly astonishing, from the imperfect 
tools they possessed. The Toltecks, long before 
the arrival of the Mexicans, had executed some 
very extraordinary works of sculpture, such as the 
gigantic statue of Tlaloc, placed upon the mountain 
of^the same name, and the great images erected to 
the sun and moon, in the celebrated temples <^ 
Teotihuacan. These were preserved by the na- 
tions of Aztec race for several centuries, but, they 
perished by the intemperate zeal of the christians, 
in a very few years after the conquest The Mexi- 
cans had artists of this kind among them when 
they departed from Aztlan, since, they formed a 
statue of Huitzilopochtli during their peregrination. 
Clavigero assures us, that they could express in 
their statues, all the postures which the human 
body can assume, that they preserved the propor- 
tions exactly, and could, when necessary, execute 
the most delicate and minute strokes — ^that, they 
not only made entire statues, but cut from stone, 
figures m bas relief; and he refers to a work of this 
species, representing Montezuma and one of his 
•ons, recorded with praises by Acosta. Modem 
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discoTeries have confirmed this statement by testi- 
monialS) which are incontroTertible. 

The statue of the Aztec priestess, in the cabinet 
of M. Dupe, of Mexico; the cylindrical stone for- 
merly used for the gladiatorial sacrifices, ten feet 
broad, and eight feet three inches hLgh, on which 
was twenty times represented a wamor, with his 
r^t hand on the helmet of a man, who is offering 
him flowers:— The bas relief, found at Oaxaca, ex- 
hibiting a warrior returning from combat, decked 
with the spoil of his enemies, and having two 
slaves at his feet, all which have been drawn and 
described by M. de Humboldt:— llie colossal 
statue of the goddess Teoya/ornimd, and the calen* 
dar monument described by M. uama,—- are all evi- 
dences of skill, whilst the bas relief of Oaxaca, in 
the country of the Zjapotecs, where also is the pa- 
lace of Mitla, with its elegant grecquea and laby- 
rinths, bear witness, that when not confined 
by superstition or established usage to particnlar 
forms, the Mexican artists were not destitute of 
taste. 

The number of statues was immensely great, 
since they were placed not only in the temples, but 
in the dwellings of almost every individual. We 
have seen heads and busts of a few inches in lei^th, 
formed of terra-cotta, said to have been du^ mm 
ancient Mexican tombs, which were not without 
taste; but we cannot vouch that they were not the 
fabric of modern times, and made with the light 
which the Mexican has derived from his conqueror. 
The furious zeal of Zummaraga and his assistant 
missionaries, was specially directed, and most suc- 
cessfully exercised upon tne Mexican idols, and of 
the thousand which were scattered over the country 
scarce one remains. The foundation of the first 
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church huQt in Mexico, was laid with idols; and 
many were buried under the ruins of the city, or 
used to fill the canals; and it is not impossible that 
a like chance which disinterred the statue of Tea- 
yaomiqui^ may jet give to the world, other pre- 
cious monuments of Aztec antiquity. 

Castings in metal were more esteemed, than the 
labours of the chisel, both on account of the greater 
Talue of the matenal, and the excellence of art 
displayed in them. The skill and taste employed 
on these subjects, were much admired by European 
artists; and not without reason* if credit be giren 
to the description, by some historians, of the imita- 
tions of nature, made by the Mexicans in gold and 
silrer. Clavisero speaks of a fish, whose scales 
were alternately of silver and gold; of a parrot, 
with a moveable head, tongue, and wings; and an 
ape with moveable head and feet, having a spindle 
in his hand in the attitude of spinning. The jew- 
ellers as we have seen, in the presents from Cortes 
to the emperor, set gems in gold and silver, and 
many of their productions were prized even by 
the Spanish soldiers, burning with the unhal- 
lowed thirst for gold, more for the skill displayed 
in the work, than for the value of the material. 
This art formerly practised by the Toltecs, the in- 
vention of which, they ascribed to Quetzalcoatl, 
has been entirely lost, by the debasement of the 
Indians, and the indolence of the Spaniards. If 
aoy remains of this kind exist, they must be sought 
in the cabinets of the curious in Europe; none are 
discoverable in the country in which they were 
made. 

But the feather work in mosaic, of which we 
have frequently spoken, was yet more highly valu- 
ed. For this fabric, the various species of birds, 
of splendid plumage, with which the country 
abounds, were careUilly raised, in the palace of the 
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king and the cot of the peasant, and their feathers 
formed a considerable article of commerce. From 
these, the HtdtzitzUin ^r humming bird, included, 
were obtained hues, which art can never equal. 
Several artists engaged together upon a subject, 
each char^g himself with the execution of a part, 
at which he laboured with great patience ana as- 
siduity; frequently spending a whole day in adjus- 
ting a feather. When each had performed his task, 
they assembled to form the entire image. The 
manner of work, was to seize each feather with 
small pincers, and to cement it on a cloth with pre- 
pared j^m, and then to press the whole carefully, 
until it attained a surface so equal and smooth, 
that it appeared to have been made with a pencil. 
Acosta assures us, that some Indians could copy 
whatever was painted, so perfectly, with plumage, 
that they rivalled the best painters in Spain** 
Several works of this kind are preserved in the 
museums of Europe, and many in Mexico, but 
few are supposed to belong to the sixteenth centu- 
ry. The last proficient of this art, died at Pascu- 
aro, the capital of Michuacan, where it had most 
flourished, at the close of the last age. Very curious 
mosaic works, were also made from broken shells; 
and this is still practised in Guatemala. Inferior, 
but still beautiful pictures were formed with leaves 
and flowers, upon mats, which were eagerly sought 
by the Spaniards; ^nd in modem times the Indians 
have substituted silk for these materials. 

* Gio Lorenzo d'Anagnia, a learned Italian of the sixteenth 
century, treating of those images of the Mexieans, observes, 
"Amongst others, I was greatly astonished at a San Girolamo, 
with a crucifix and a lion, which La 8ig. Diana Lofireda diowed 
me; discovering so much beau^ from Die liveliness of the natui- 
ral colours, so well, and so jusdj placed, that I imagined I could 
never see an equal to it, far less a better, among the aneient, or 
even among the most eminent modem paiBten.*' 

• Nat and Moral Hist Ub. iv. e. 37 
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The subject of Mexican painting, ig one of the 
deepest interest, since it involves the complex and 
extraordinarv written language of the nation, if 
such expression maybe allowed in relation to the pic* 
torial writing, in which the Mexicans preserved their 
history and their science, and by which they com* 
municated knowledge with a freedom, second only 
to that given by the phonetic hieroglyphic, or the 
representative of sounds. We shall not now treat 
this subject in its extent, having devoted the next 
chapter to the language and writings of the Aztec 
race; but shall confine ourselves for the present, to 
some remarks on the skill and taste of the Mexican 
artists, in representing natural objects. These, if 
we credit the, perhaps, too partial Clavkero, were 
highly respectable. The palaces of Mexico and 
Tezcuco, abounded not only with the portraits of 
the gods, but with vivid representations of heroes, 
animals, and plants. But we incline to believe, 
that the painters were wholly unacquainted with 
perspective, or the effects of light and shade, and 
that the extent of their ability, enabled them only 
to ^ve tolerable correct outlines, of the objects 
they would represent. This was done with great 
facility, as in tne case of the artists who attended 
the messengers sent by Montezuma to Cortes, and 
who carriea to the king, intelligible pictures of the 
most remarkable things they beheld. Bernal Diaz 
however, relates a very singular circumstance of 
the skill of these painters in taking likenesses. That 
of Cortes, which they exhibited at court, was so 
similar to Quintalbor^ one of the chief nobles, that 
the resemblance induced the king to join him in 
the next embassy. When the Mexican appeared 
at camp, his likeness to Cortes in features, air, and 
person was so great, that the Spaniards, in speaking 
of them, used to say, this, ana the other Cortes. 

The Mexicans painted on cloth made of the 
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thread of the magaej, or of the palm Icxotl, on 
dressed skins, or on paper, fabricated also from the 
maguey or other species of the aloe. The latter, 
was commonly of the thickness of pasteboard, but 
softer, smoother, and easily to be written on, and 
was prepared in very long sheets, which might be 
rolled up or folded. The colours employed were 
beautifully bright, and very durable, smce in some 
paintings yet preserved, their brilliancy is striking. 
They were extracted from vegetables, animals, and 
minerals. White was obtained from calcined stones; 
black, from ochre and soot; blue, from flowers and 
the indigo plant; red, from the roucou; and carmine, 
from the cochineal. The painters understood the 
use of mordants, to render colours bright and per- 
manent, and to adapt them to the brush they added 
glutinous juices anci gums, or the fine oil of Chian. 

The Mexicans had advanced even less in the art 
of music, than in that of paintins. They had no 
stringed instruments, nor any otner than horns, 
sea shells, flutes, or pipes, the Huehueil, a species 
of tamborine, and the Teponaztli^ or horizontal 
drum. The sound of the last, when small, was 
lugubrious, and when large, might be heard several 
mues. Yet to these instruments they sang their 
hymns and songs, and measured their steps in the 
dance. 

XXV. The amusement of the people, appears 
to have been an important object of state policy. 
The duties of religious worship were rendered 
more agreeable by music and dancinc, military 
games were established, and others, chiefly of an 
active character, were carefully encouraged. 

The dances, in which all classes were exercised 
from childhood, under the direction of the priests, 
were most graceful. They were g^rave or gay ac- 
cording to me occasion; were sometimes performed 
by the sexes separately, but at others, they com- 
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minted. The nobles arrajed themselves in their 
most splendid robes, and nchest ornaments, with 
a liriit shield, covered with feathers, in one hand, 
andin the other an AjacaxtU^ or hollow instrument, 
containing small stones, which they shook in ac- 
companiment to the music; and the people dis- 
^ised themselves under various figures of animals, 
in dresses made of paper, of feathers, or of skins. 

Their dances were either private or public. The 
former were performed on some occasion of domes- 
tic festivity, or peculiar devotion, in private dwel- 
lings. The latter, of various kinds, were exhibi- 
ted in the area of die temple, and some hundreds 
frequently joined in them. The ordinary form 
consisted of several concentric circles, rfext to 
the music which was placed in the centre, the no- 
bles of the highest order were arranged, and the 
exterior circles consisted of performers, classed 
according to their rank and aee. The figure when 
completed, had the form ofa wheel with many 
radii. The dancers described a circle, but none 
departed from the line in which he was stationed^ 
so that, as the ^ound to be passed over by each, 
increased with his distance from the centre, much 
care and practice was necessary to the adjustment 
of his motioD, and the consequent preservation of 
the figure. Those near the centre, grave seniors, 
and potent lords, moved with becoming moderation 
and dignity, whilst the plebians and youth upon 
the periphery, were driven with bewildering ve- 
locity. 

Tnese ballets were always accompanied by songs, 
two persons singing a verse, to which the others 
responded in chorus. The chaunt commenced in 
a low tone, and slow measure, but grew loud and 
vivacious with the increasing swiftness of the 
dance. In the space between the several circles, 
bufibons were occasionally admitted, who, amused 
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the dancers by their grotesque apparel and merry 
antics. When one set of performers was wearied, 
another took its place, and the dance was thus sus- 
tained for many Dours. ^ 

Beside the public dance we have described, there 
were characteristic ones appropriated to the cele- 
bration of some reli^ous mystery, to some event 
of history, of war, m the chase, or of agriculture. 
In all, the kings, nobles, and priests, were per- 
formers, distinct places being ^ssi^ed them, that 
their digni^ might not be compromitted. 

One of the dances still preserved by the people 
of Yucatan, was extremely curious. From the 
top of a perpendicular post, fifteen or twenty feet 
high, a number of cords, commonly twenty, of dif- 
ferent colours, were suspended, and held respec- 
tively by the performers.^ In the course of the 
dance, these were crossed with great dexterity, 
until a beautiful net work, admirablr checkered, 
was woven around tiie post. And when the cords 
became so short, that they could no longer be con- 
venientiy holden, the dancers unwound them with . 
equal grace and art There was also a dance 
among the Mexicans, called Tocoiin^ so solemn, 
decent, and graceful, that it has been adopted by 
the conquerors, in the celebration of some sacred 
festivals. 

^ Public games politically framed, to form an ac- 
tive and warlike people, were periodically exhibited. 
These consisted princinally of the foot race, and 
mock combats, in whicti the soldiers acquired that 
presence of mind, and dexterous use of their wea- 
pons which rendered them superior in battie to the 
surrounding nations, and enabled them to extend 
so widely ue Mexican dominion. Among other 
games and sports, less useful perhaps, but much 
enjoyed by the populace, we may notice that of the 
flyerS) certain games at ball, and various gymnaa- 
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tic exhibitions, in which extniordinftry skill and 
strength were displayed. 

The game of the flyers was the most singular 
and most celebrated. A lofty tree, stripped of its 
branches and bark, was planted in the centre of 
some large square. The top was cased in a wood- 
en cylinuer; from which hung four strong ropes 
supporting a square frame. In the space l^tween 
the cylinders and the frame, were four other ropes^ 
twisted as many times round the tree as there were 
revolutions to be nuide by the flyers. These ropes 
were drawn throu^ four holes, in the middle of 
the planks of the frame. The four principal per- 
formers, disguised as eagles, herons, and omer 
birds, ascended the tree wim great agility, by means 
of a cord, which was laced about it mm the 
ground to the frame; from the frame they mounted 
successively upon the cylinder, and arber having 
danced there for a short time, tied themselves to 
the ropes which were drawn throu^ the holes of 
the frame, and launching with a spring from it, 
be^n their flight with their wings expanded. The 
action of their bodies put the frame and cylinder 
in motion; the former by its revolution gradually 
untwisted the cords, by which the flyers were sus- 
pended; so that, as the ropes lengthened, they 
made greater circles in their flight. Whilst the 
four were flying, a fifth danced upon the cylinder, 
beating a small drum, or waving a flag, without 
the least apprehension of danger. Others who were 
upon the frame, there being commonly ten or twelve 
engaged in this sport at a time, wnen the flyers 
were in their last revolution, precipitated them- 
selves by the same ropes, in order to reach the 
ground at the same time, frequently passing from 
one rope to the other in their descent 

The most essential point of this performance, 
consisted in proportioning the height of the tree to 
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the length of the ropes, so that the fl^^ers mijg;ht 
reach the ground with thirteen revolutions; thus 
representing their cycle of fiftj-two years, com- 
posed in the ipanner we have already described. 
This celebrated diversion has been preserved, but 
no attention is paid to the number of the revolu- 
tions, or that 01 the flyers; as the frame is com- 
monly sexagonal, or octagonal, and the flyers six 
or eight in number. 

A favourite game similar to foot ball was usually 
played in a species of alley specially prepared for 
it^ called TTacAo, and is described by Torquema- 
da, as a plain square space of ground, about eigh- 
teen perches in length, and proportionably broad, 
enclosed within four walls, thicker below than 
above, and the side walls higher than the others, 
well whitened and polished. The walls were 
crowned with battlements, and on the lower one 
stood two idols, placed there at midnight, with 
many superstitious ceremonies; and before the 
court, was used, it was consecrated by the priests, 
with other forms of the same nature. 

Clavigero describes this ball alley differently, 
but says, it is probable, that there were varieties of 
the same game. The ball used was of elastic gum, 
three or four inches in diameter, which, although 
heavier, rebounds more than those made of air. 
They played in Pju-ties, two against two, or three 
against three. The players were entirely naked, 
except the maxtkUl, or large girdle. It was an 
essential condition, not to touch the ball, unless 
with the joint of the thi^, or the arm, or elbow, 
and whoever struck it with his hand, or foot, or 
other part of the body, lost one of the game. The 
player who struck tne ball to the opposite wall, 
gained a point 

The stakes were according to the condition of 
the players. The poor playeo for ears of maize^ 
Hh2 
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and if thej had nothing else, thej risked their 
liberty; others staked dresses of cotton; and the 
wealthy played for articles of gold, precious fea- 
thers, and jewels. There were in the space be- 
tween tiie payers, two large stones, resembling in 
figure, our mill stones, each of which, had a hole 
in the middle, a litUe larger than the ball. Who- 
ever struck the ball throi^ this hole, a feat ex- 
tremely uncommon, became not only victor in the 
game, but according to the established law, the 
proprietor of the dresses of all who were present, 
and acquired the highest renown. 

This game was in high estimation, and was much 
practised, as may be inferred from the surprising 
number of balls which the cities ni Tocniepec, 
Otatitlan^ and other places, paid in tribute to the 
crown of Mexico, which was not less than sixteen 
thousand. The kings themselyes chall^eed each 
other at this game; as Montezuma IL did Neza- 
hualpillL It has grown into disuse among the na- 
tions of the Mexican emnire; but is still preserved 
by the Najarites, the Upates^ the Taraumares, 
and other nations of the North. The Mexicans 
took great delight also in another game, similar to 
ours with dice, which some writers have called 
patollu They described upon a fine mat, made of 
the palm tree, a square, within which tiiey drew 
two diagonal, and two cross lines. Instead of 
dice, they threw large beans, marked with small 
points. According to the points which turned up, 
they put down, or took up certain small stones, 
from the junction of the lines, and whoever had 
three of these first in a series, was victor. 

Bernal Diaz mentions another game, called To- 
toloqucj at which Montezuma amused himself with 
Cortes, during his imprisonment. They threw, he 
says, from a mstance, little balls of gold, at pieces 
of the same metal, which were placed as marks, 
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and whoever made the first five hitfl^ won the jew- 
els for which they played. ^ • 

Some of the gymnastic games of the Mexicans^ 
are certainly not surpassed by any of the herculean 
feats exhibited by modem pos&re masters. In 
one amanlaid himiself upon his back on the ground^ 
and raising his feety took a beam upon them, about 
eight feet m length. He tossed this into the air, 
and received it as it fell, in rapid succession. Ta-> 
kin^ it afterwards between his feet, he turned it 
rapidly round, with two men sitting astride upon 
it, one at each extremity. This feat was performed 
at Rome before Pope Clement Y II. and many Ro« 
man princes, by two Mexicans, sent over by Cortes, 
to the ereat satisfaction of the spectators. In 
a second, a man began a dance; another placed 
upri^t on his shoulders, accompanied him in his 
movements; while a third standing upon the head 
of the second, also danced and displayed many 
fantastic tricks. . In a third, a forked beam was 
placed upon the shoulders of two duicers, whilst 
another performed niany rapid and extraordinary 
gyrations upon its apex. The first Spaniards who wit- 
nessed these exhibitions were so much astonished, 
that they ascribed them to supernatural power, for- 
getting to make due allowance for the progress of 
human gemus when assisted by application and la- 
bour. 

Having omitted the subject in a more appropri- 
ate place, we must offer a few remarks, here, on ^ 
pronciency of the Mexicans in the science of phy- 
sic, and the art of surgery. ^ Clavigero claims ni^ 
consideration for their pnysicians, and reproaches 
preceding historians for naving ne^ected tor notice 
them. Notwithstanding the division of labour 
which was observable in other professions, the Mex- 
ican phyucian, performed the duties of surgeon 
and apothecaryi and if not equal in skill andkMw- 
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ledge, to medical men of modem times and civi- 
lized countries, his practice was not less mysteri- 
ous. It would seem that, a regular treatment was 
established; that the diagnosis of the diseases of 
the climate, was duly taught by the father to the 
son, with the knowledge of many subjects, in the 
vegetable kingdom, promotive of a cure. Their 
research in natural history was very considerable, 
since from them Dr. Hernandez derived his know* 
ledge of twelve hundred plants, with their proper 
Mexican^ names; of more than two hundred spe- 
cies of birds, and of a large number of quadru- 
peds, reptiles, fishes, insects, and minerals. ** Eu- 
rope," says Clavigero, **is indebted to the physi- 
cians of Mexico, for tobacco, American balsam, 
gum copal, liquid amber, sarsaparilla, tecamaca, 
jalap, barley^ the purgative pine seeds, and other 
simples, much used in medicine; but the number 
of which she has been denied the benefit, by the 
ignorance and negligence of the Spaniards, is infi- 
mte." 

The Mexicans employed various tonics, emetics, 
purgatives, diuretics, emulsions, and unctions; 
which he enumerates: — they were skilful in phle- 
botomy, and other surgical operations, especially 
in the cure of flesh wounds; and understood the 
value of the bath, both cold, tepid, and in vapour, 
and frequently prescribed it to their patients. The 
last possesses an interest independent of its medi- 
cal application, since the chamber in which it was 
administered was specially constructed, and con- 
sisted of a vaultj of unburned bricks, like an oven, 
about eight feet in diameter, and six in height, 
whose entrance was sufficiently large to admit a 
man to creep through. A furnace was annexed, 
with its mouth outward, and a vent at the top; it 
was separated from the chamber by a large stone, 
by means of which, when heated, the vapour was 
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generated b^ casting water upon it. The patient 
stretched himself upon the floor of this vault, and 
closing every aperture, availed himself of tiie bath. 
If this structure were common, as Clavigero as- 
sures us, the Mexicans must have been competent 
to make every species of tiie arch, and woulci have 
employed it extensively in their buildings. 



APPENDIX. 

NOTE A. 

Tluxnghoiit Ameriet, lUM^ of the present Spttdih iMmi^^ 
iiMmttments, hanDg in tomeR^eeU a atrildog T«a^^ 
teocallis and fbrtrenes of Mexico, abound; and lead the mind 
liretiitabty to tiie eondonoo. diat a TeiT numerous nee of men, 
fir more eivilized than diat foond bj tne Earopesns, once ]^os« 
sessed the coontiy betireen the lakes an 1 the ^ph of Mexico, 
and covered the great vale of tiie Misnssippi. These monu- 
ments consist of ample moon^ irliich were depositaries /or 
the dead, and are filled -wMh. ihdr bones; of large quadrangular 
piles of earth, which, like the pyramids of Teotihuacan, were 
oases iji temples; and of large walled areas, which probablj 
contained towns of large nze. There are points of resenif- 
blance between these and the Mexican wcnks, which sus- 
tain the inference that both were the labours of the same 
hands. Yet there is so much difference between them, 
that it may be, perhaps, correctly contended, that, if the artifi- 
cers of both luia the same origin, tfaef had not the same era, 
but were veiy remotely ctnmected. The arts of the Mexicans, 
appear to have been much more perfected, than those known to 
the former inhabitants of our Western country. The jplan of 
my work does not penmt me to enter into the examination and 
discusuon of these points at present; but they will be duly con- 
sidered hereafter. It may be proper, however, to advert hoe, 
in general terms, to the extent and nature of the very interesting 
remains yet visible in the United States and its territories. 

These works have been observed from the margin of the 
lakes, in New York, in Western Pennsylvania, along both banks 
of the Ohio, the Mississippi, and their greater tributaries, and 
in the far far West, between the Mississippi river and the rocli^ 
mountains. On die east of the Alleghany, they are notic^ 
first on the south side of Lake Ontario, near Black river, and 
last at Oxford, on the Chenango river. Proceeding westward 
towards Lake Erie, we find a few small ones, especially in the 
Gennessee country; but they are rare and inconsiderable until 
we reach the mouth of Cataraeus creek, a tributarv 6f Lake£rie, 
in the State of New York, where, according to Governor Clin- 
ton, CJkTemoir^ &c.) a line of forts, or military stationn com- 
mences, extending southward for more than fifty miles, with in- 
tervals of not more than five miles. There is said to be another 
line, parallel to this, whose inclosures contain but a few acres 
of ground each surrounded by low earthen parapets. 

Upon the south-west of these works, like remains are com- 
mon, but possess no additional interesk until we arrive on the 
Lielung creek, near Newark, Ohio, where are some of the 
most extensive and intricate on the continent. At Circleville, 
there are yet larce and important remains, but oUiers, which 
once existed at Chilicothe, are almost effaced by time. On 
Paint creek, are probably the vestiges of an ancient city, which 
ri itiy merit examination and study. At the mouth of the Scioto, 
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md Muskingum rivers are others, also, of the greatest interest 
The works ttt^ and south of, Newark, are all of them large, 
vanrin^ from twenty, to several hundred acres. 

Sinular i^mains are thiddy scattered over the vast plain, from 
Lake Erie to the Mexican gulph, increasing in number^ size, 
and erandffto', as we prepress to the South. Thejr may be 
traced around the gulpn, across the province of Texas, into 
New Mexico; and thence along the Cordillera to South Ameri- 
ca. They abound most, in the vicinity of good streams, and 
are rarely discovered, in the prairies or barrens. On^e Ohio, 
mounts appear on both sides, erected uniformly on the highest 
alluvions. Speaking of these, Mr. Breckenrids;e, who has had 
frequent opportunities to observe them, remarks, <* Uiat these 
tumuli as well as the fortifications, are to be found at the Jono- 
tion of all the rivers along the Mississippi, in the most ehgible 
positions for towns, and in the most extensive bodies of fertile 
land. Their number exceeds, p|erha]^s, three thousand, the 
smallest not less than twenty feet in height and one bundled in 
diameter at the base. Their great num^r, and the astonishing 
rize of some of them, maybe regarded as furnishing with other 
circumstances, evidences of their antiipity. I have been som&> 
times induced to think, that at the penod when these were con- 
structed, there was a population as numerous, as tliatwhi<^ 
once animated the borders of the Nile, the Euphrates, or the vale 
of Mexico. The most numerous, as well as ue most conndera- 
ble of these remains, are found precisely in those parts of the 
eountnr where the traces of a numerous population mi^ht be 
looked for, viz. from the mouth of the Ohio, on the east side of 
the river, to the Illinois river, and on the west side, from the 
Saint Francis to the Missouri. 1 am perfectly satisfied that 
cities similar to those of ancient Mexico, oS several hundred 
thousand souls, have existed here." 

Nearly opposite to Saint Louis, there are said to be traces of 
two such cities in the distance of five miles. 

The skeletons found in the mounds, difiered much from the 
forms of our present Indians. The latter are a tall, slender, 
and straight limbed people, the former were short and thick, 
rarely above five feet high, and few indeed were six. Their 
foreheads were low, cheek bones rather high, their &oes veiy 
short and broad, their ejes veiy laige, and their chiitt vei^ 
litde. This description is given or mr. Atwater in his memoir 
on Indian antiquities, with several skulls taken from ancient 
tumuli, before him. 

In these tumuli, there have been found some interesting ves- 
tiges of the arts of' the people who constructed them. Statues 
and mns of da^ ingeniously formed, cloth q£ coarse texture, 
made probably itota ligneous fibres; gold, nlver, and copper or- 
naments curiously wrou^t; and weapcHiB of ftron, which have 
been fionad no where dse we believe, among the pecmle of 
America, before brought hither bj Europeans; aU proclaim a 
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gdte of ehUintioOi eomidenbly advaneed. The diseofierf 
of tiie (Toalities of iron, and ihe mode of making it, most have 
led the mrenton rapidl^ onward, had not aome extraordinaiy, 
and perhaps unditeoverable eanae, dispersed or destroyed them. 
In the coarse of oar woriL, we shau enter minutely into an 
investigation of these saljects, much we are sore to our own 
gratification and that of our readers. 

NOTEB. 

Don Antonio de Leon j Gama, a native of Mexico, whose 
knowledce of astronomy is commended bjM.de Humboldt, 
published at Mexico in 1792, *< An hitUnical and chronological 
detcripium of two etonee^ -which -were found in 1790, in r^cdr- 
ing thetrinc^bdl tquare of Msxtco; explaimng the syatem of 
the InaUtn calendar^ the method adopted therein far the eKvision 
of time, andregtdation of the dvil -with the tropical tolar year.** 
117 pp. quarto. The same writer, before his death, prepared a 
laiger and more important treatise, on die Toltec and Aztec 
ehron<dogy, wUeh nas not yet, we beUeye, been published. 
His views of die Mexican calendar, more extenuve than those 
in the text, ^Ufier in no essential piuticidar from them, except, 
in the period at which the year commenced, and in the impor- 
tant fact, that the first day, whatever be the sign of the year, is 
always nreuded by Cipactii, a sIku corresponding to the Capri- 
corn oi the Greek sphere. Admitting that much confusion 
exists, relaUve to the names of the months, aiid to the month 
which commences the year, he contends diat, that month was 
7\titlf whose first day, corresponded with our 9th of January. 
For this poution, he relies upon the Indian historian, Chistoval 
del Castillo, and upon other apparently respectable authorities. 
M. de Humboldt, who carefully studied the Mexican chi*onolo- 
gy, has also adopted this month as the first of the year. CBe- 
oearchesy &c. Vol I.J 

The abbe Clavigero, in the appendix to the first volume of his 
history, has |^ven a table, showing the correspondence of the days 
of the Mexican months, with the Gregorian calendar, in which 
the first month is stated to be CipactUf and the first day to be 
equivalent to the 26th of our February, which is tlie form of the 
calendar I had adopted in the text, before I obtained the " 2>d- 
scripcioh** of M. de Gama. M. de Gama, also, ^ives a table, 
more comprehensive than that of Clavi^ro, exhibiting a like 
correspondence, with the agreement between the Mexican 
months, the periods of thirteen days, and the ** Companions of 
the days, or the lords of the night.^' Botli tables include the 
days of a whole year. But as this extension is not indispensa- 
ble to the understanding of the subject, we have copied here a 
table framed by M. de Humboldt, which includes only the first 
thirty-one days of the Mexican year, but which shows also the 
Meucan months divided into periods of five days. 
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pcnon. It is oonoui to we x a wMwi a rL ironwit-<ty. 

iBBidi^,) and Fafcw» denote in Infin, in mwndiniiia, mm. 

Mi» A oaf of a mall period of time. Aeeotdlngtolhaaa 
riant tradhioos eoHeeted V ^^ ^ Ycgay'die ITeSm of 1k» 
Chiipanew, vaa grandaon of Urn, wha- wliibia fiani|^ vaa 
■wed on a fift fitaa tha aunanl iiiiii|M.- Wada 
iaAe oodaliiMtian of Am mt edUbe vUeH vaaj 
l«aan.nae widi the dafin of wiwihiay tha *& 
««a defeated hf the aonfiuion of toai^Mi. At top iriedTeod^ 
ordered Wodan to people the eountrf of Anahoae. Thia tia* 
dition reminds us of the Msnou of the Hindoos, the Noah of 
the Hebrews, and the dispersion of the Cushites of Shinan 
Comparing it with those ot the Hebrews and Indians, preserved 
in Genesis and the two sacred Pourannas, or with the fable of 
Xelhua, the Cholulain we are struck with the ai^alogy existini^ 
between the ancient memorials of Ifae peopDe of Asia, and those 
of the new continent " 

This analogr, M. de Humboldt conceivesisparticolarl^ mani- 
Ibst in the division of time, in the use of periodical series, and 
in the ingenious, though complex meUiod of denoting a day and 
a Tear, not by cyphers, but by astrological signs. The nations 
ot Anahuac reckoned by (^clcs of fifty-two years, divided into 
four epoeha of thirteen years. The Chinese, Japanese, Cal^ 
mucks, Moghols, Mantchous, and oth^ Tartar hordes, have 
ejrclcs of sixtjr years, divided into periods of twelve years. The 
nations of Asia, as of America, have names for the years of 
each cycle; and it is still sidd at LASsa, and at Nanganeki, aa 
formerly in Mexico, that an event happened in the year of the 
MaAlnti the l^ger, or Uie Dog: None of these nations has as 
many names as there are years in the cycle; idl consequentlj 
have recurred to the contrivance of the correspondence of peni* 
Odioal scries. Among the Mexicans, these series are of thii^ 
taea numbers, and four hieroglyphical signs; among ^e nations 
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of Asia, above named, the series do not contain numbers, but 
are formed of signs, solely, corresponding; to tihie twelve constel- 
lations of the zodiac and the names of the elements, which 
afford ten terms; each element having a male and femiale repre- 
sentation. 

M. de Humboldt has compared at some length, these Asiatic 
and American systems for computing time; and he arrives at 
the conclusion, that it is singularly probable, tliat the zodiacs of 
the Toltecs, the Aztecs, the Mongols, and the Thibetans, and 
manj^r other nations, now separated by a vast extent of country, 
originated on the same point of the ancient (Asiatic) continent 

Of the stones mentioned in the title page of M. de Gama's 
work, one was the compound statue of the goddess Teoyaomiqvi 
and Huazil^chtUy which I have noticed in tbe text, and the 
other the Mexican calendar, in has relief, an engraving of which 
is given by M. de Gama, and by M. de Humboldt, m his Re- 
searches, 8cc. Vol. 1. 

The stone was nearly fourteen feet square, and forty inches 
thick, but the circle surrounding the sculpture is somewhat less 
than ten feet in diameter. It is accoriUng to M. de Humboldt, 
a blackish grey trappean porphyry, with bases of basaltic toakke^ 
containing detached fragments of homeblende, some slender 
crystals of vitreous feldspar, with some sprinklings cS mica; 
and weighs more than twenty-four tons. The sculpture upon 
it, is as well polished as any other of the Mexican carvings; and 
the concentric circles, and the divisions and sub-diviuons, are 
traced with mathematical precision. 

It is a monument which contains the 'periods of a great part 
q£ the Mexican festivals, and served to indicate precisely the 
seasons for their proper celebration, with the course of the sun, 
during the two hundred and sixty days of the lunar year, the in- 
terval between the vernal and autumnal equinoxes. It was also 
used as a sun dial, by which the priests daily ascertained the 
hour of their several ceremonies and sacrifices, by means cS 
gnomes placed in certain holes of the stone. 

Its figure was originally, a rectangular parallelopiped, and it 
is inferred from the position of the almanac^ being near one 
end, that a corresponding stone existed, designating the sun's 
Gom*sc, and the religious fasti for the remainder of the year. 
Upon the narrow side, or edge of the stone, was engraven a yeiy 
beautiful vignette, of Jlrabeaque, 
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